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COUNCIL | Questions without notice
24 July 2018

Prisoner release
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— My question is to the Minister for 
Corrections. Minister, what is the process 
for calculating emergency management 
days (EMDs) as a result of extended 
lockdowns?

Supplementary question

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
We will just keep asking questions until 
she knows an answer. It is reported that 
in 2017 four prisoners were mistakenly 
released from prison early as a result 
of a miscalculation of time reduced 
as a result of extended lockdowns. 
Minister, how did this occur and who was 
responsible for this bungle?

Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT — Enough! Mr Finn, 

it is to my great misfortune that I did 
not hear your supplementary question 
because of interjections. Please put it 
again.

Mr FINN — Minister, it is reported that 
in 2017 four prisoners were mistakenly 
released from prison early as a result 
of a miscalculation of time reduced 
as a result of extended lockdowns. 
Minister, how did this occur and who was 
responsible for this bungle?

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
24 July 2018

Sunbury Road 
safety works 

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Roads and Road Safety. 
Minister, as I previously suggested, 
the so-called safety works on Sunbury 
Road between Oaklands Road and the 
Tullamarine Freeway will do nothing to 
ease the bottleneck that currently exists. 
Indeed as the population continues to 
grow this is one of three bottlenecks on 
Sunbury Road that will get worse. This 
morning it was appalling, and even after 
the works are completed the journey 
Sunbury bound will be even worse. 
Minister, what plan do you have to fix this 
bottleneck and make the lives of Sunbury 
and Bulla residents so much easier?

COUNCIL | Members statements
24 July 2018

Community safety
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 

Last week the Prime Minister of Australia 
expressed his grave concern about the 
impact of Victoria’s gang problem. On 
cue Premier Daniel Andrews chimed in 
with his oft-used claim that there is no 
gang problem in Victoria. It therefore 
came as somewhat of a surprise to turn 
on the radio this morning and hear that 

the government is preparing legislation 
to deal with Victoria’s gang problem — 
presumably the same gang problem the 
Premier assured us as late as last week 
does not actually exist. Is it any wonder 
this government continues to preside 
over a crime crisis in this state? Is it 
any wonder gangs run rampant in our 
streets when the Andrews Socialist Left 
government cannot make up its mind 
from one week to the next as to whether 
these gangs actually exist?

I have a message for the Premier 
from the people of the western suburbs. 
Premier, gangs and the associated 
violence do exist. They are very real. 
Gangs have been terrorising many 
parts of Melbourne’s west for almost 
the entirety of this government’s term. 
The Premier can deny their existence 
as much as he likes, but it will not make 
the problem go away. In fact it will just 
encourage gang members to run amok 
further. What we have witnessed over the 
past close to four years is a government 
totally negligent in its responsibility to 
protect the community. We can give 
thanks that in 123 days change is coming. 
The Guy government will rid our streets 
of the gangs and make Victoria safe 
again.

COUNCIL | Adjournment
24 July 2018

Community safety
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 

wish to raise a matter this evening for 
the Premier. It concerns his comments 
once again of recent times that there are 
no gangs in Melbourne and that we do 
not have a gang problem. I wish to refer 
him to the Facebook contribution of a 
resident of Point Cook on Sunday of last 
week. The resident said:

Please take caution when walking 
around P/Cook community at night, my 
son last night was bashed unconscious 
by group of 8 Sudanese whilst on his 
way home. Phone stolen, keys etc., 
when he came to his senses from being 
KO’d they asked him to reset his phone 
and for iCloud info, when he couldn’t 
remember they KO’d him again. Started 
with 2 jumping him then 6 more came 
from behind bushes and one had a knife 
and my son had some minor cuts as he 
tried to resist. Police have all info albeit it 
limited, but this post is for all to PLEASE 
take extra care, the assault occurred 
around SL shopping area not far from 
McDonald’s.

This is not an isolated incident. I have 
over the last two years on numerous 
occasions been notified of incidents 
in which people have been assaulted, 
attacked, bashed and robbed in the 
western suburbs of Melbourne by gangs. 
For the Premier to say that there are no 
gangs, I have to say, leaves me almost 
speechless. Certainly the people of the 
west know that that is not true, and the 
more he denies the reality of it the more 
they regard him with a fair degree of 
disdain.

What I am asking the Premier to do 
is to join me in the western suburbs. 
I will be very happy to take him to 
meet the victims of gang violence so 

that he can be aware of the impact of 
this very severe problem. I know it is 
not just in the western suburbs; it is 
in quite a few areas in Melbourne, but 
I am just concentrating here on the 
west. I would be very happy to take the 
Premier around to meet a number of 
people who have been victims of gang 
violence in Truganina, Tarneit, Point 
Cook and Werribee. These are areas 
where gang violence is rife. I think it is 
very, very important that the Premier as 
the leader of this state is aware of what is 
going on in the state that he leads. I ask 
the Premier to join me, and I will, as a 
very great pleasure, introduce him to a 
number of victims of the gang violence of 
which I speak.

COUNCIL | Road infrastructure
25 July 2018

Road 
infrastructure

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
What an uplifting experience that was, 
listening to Ms Dunn. It reminded me 
very much of that old poem, ‘“We’ll all 
be rooned”, said Hanrahan’. Listening to 
Ms Dunn, one would think that there 
is not much hope for any of us. It was 
probably one of the more bleak and 
more depressing contributions in this 
place since Mr Dalidakis’s contribution 
in question time today, it has to be said. 
But you have got to admire her power of 
clairvoyance, because she was able to 
tell us everything that is going to happen 
in Melbourne for the next 50 years. I 
would suggest that whether it be by bus, 
by train or by car, she get herself down 
to the local Tattslotto shop, because with 
the ability to tell the future that she has, I 
think a huge fortune awaits her.

Ms Dunn — I don’t gamble.
Mr FINN — She doesn’t gamble. Well, 

fair dinkum, if you can see the future, if 
you have the power of clairvoyance and 
you do not gamble, where is the value in 
that? What a disappointment!

It is a wonderful thing, I have to say, as 
a member of the Liberal Party, to have 
a leader with vision. Because Matthew 
Guy is just that: he is a leader with vision, 
and he will be, in 122 days, a Premier 
with vision. And that is exactly what this 
state needs, because over the last four 
years we have seen some extraordinary 
decisions made by a government that 
has shown precious little vision. In 
fact, the most extraordinary decision of 
all must surely be the decision by the 
current Premier, the outgoing Premier, 
to cancel the east–west link at a cost to 
the Victorian taxpayer of 1.4 thousand 
million dollars. That was after he told us 
before the election that it would not cost 
us a red cent. I suppose he was right, 
because it did not cost us a red cent. As 
I said, it cost us 1.4 thousand million 
dollars.

In some of my more melancholy 
moments, and listening to Ms Dunn I 
almost got into one, I think of what $1.4 
billion could buy and what it could do 
for the people of Victoria, particularly in 
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around Alexandra Parade and who live in 
Fitzroy North and Carlton and Brunswick 
and places like that are apparently 
opposed to the east–west link. Why the 
hell wouldn’t they want all that traffic, 
which is pouring all sorts of nasty stuff 
out the back of cars, underground? Why 
wouldn’t they want their own streets 
clear? Why wouldn’t they? Fair dinkum, 
some of them are so stupid they even 
vote Green. That is the simple fact of the 
matter. It is a sad state of affairs that these 
people have their streets clogged every 
day with cars, and they voted for it to 
continue. If you can explain that to me, 
please do, because it makes absolutely 
no sense at all.

Then of course we have a government 
— this government — which went to 
the election promising a West Gate 
distributor. They were going to spend 
$500 million on the West Gate distributor.

Mr O’Sullivan — Shovel-ready, it was.
Mr FINN — It was! Indeed, as Mr 

O’Sullivan correctly points out, it was 
shovel-ready.

Mr Ondarchie — We know what was 
shovel-ready.

Mr FINN — Exactly, we know exactly 
what was shovel-ready, Mr Ondarchie, 
and I have to say the Premier has been 
very handy with a shovel over the entire 
term of his government. For a Labor 
man, he has been spreading it liberally 
all over the place, and that in itself is 
quite extraordinary. But we had this 
great plan that the Premier put forward 
— shovel-ready, $500 million — which 
was the West Gate distributor, and then it 
became —

Mr Melhem — WestLink.
Mr FINN — No, it was not WestLink. 

You are thinking of the east–west link. 
You are going back to your days, Mr 
Melhem, when you supported the 

east–west link before you did the 
Andrews tumble to get into the party 
room. You are thinking of the wrong 
thing indeed. It changed its name about 
three or four times. It was the Western 
distributor but it was something else 
before that and I cannot remember 
what it was, but it will come to me in a 
moment.

We have now a West Gate tunnel, 
and how much is that going to cost us? 
Well, we started off with a $500 million 
commitment from the government; we 
now have a project worth $6500 million. 
I do not care what anybody says, that is 
one hell of a blowout. That is a blowout 
to be proud of! That is a blowout that any 
Labor leader would be mighty proud of 
because, as we know, nobody wastes 
money like a Labor government wastes 
money, and they are certainly doing it 
because, as this plan for the West Gate 
tunnel currently stands, it is a disaster. 
It is a dog of a proposal, it is a dog of a 
project, and you might ask: why would 
anybody go along with this? Why would 
anybody want to build this? Well, we 
have a situation where a company called 
Transurban decided that it would get 
into the rivers of gold.

I have said in the past and I will say it 
again today: I reckon the deal between 
this government and Transurban will 
one day be examined by IBAC. I say 

my own portfolio area of autism. I see so 
much need in that area. I see so many 
people, so many children in particular, 
who need that support, who need the 
extra money. But instead that money 
has been wasted by a government that 
has indicated already that it really does 
not care about the autism sector at all 
and it is just prepared to flush thousands 
of millions of dollars down the public 
sewer system. It is a sad indictment of a 
government that has failed in so many 
areas to respect the community and to do 
its job properly.

I travel from time to time from the 
west out to the east and back again. It 
never ceases to amaze me when I am 
coming back from the east, where I visit 
a number of services. I was out with the 
member for Burwood and the member 
for Ferntree Gully visiting some autism 
schools just recently, in fact. I was able 
to travel with relative ease, I have to say, 
down the EastLink and onto the Eastern 
Freeway. But at the end of the Eastern 
Freeway what have we got? What have 
we got at the end of the Eastern Freeway? 
We have got Alexandra Parade, and at 
Alexandra Parade everything comes to 
a stop. It is a bit like Carmageddon. It 
is a bit like that place where cars go to 
die, because they are all queued up for 
kilometres. It will take you 20 minutes to 
get from the outer east, and then it will 
take another hour to get through Fitzroy 
and Brunswick and Carlton. That is a —

Ms Dunn — Imagine if you took the 
train!

Mr FINN — It is a disgrace, I agree. It 
is a disgrace, and that is why we need 
the east–west link. That is why the 
previous government was going to build 
the east–west link. That is why the next 
government, the Guy government, will 
build the east–west link. That is why the 
people of Victoria want the east–west link 
— because it is a disgrace.

Mr Melhem interjected.
Mr FINN — Well, you supported 

it too, Mr Melhem. Mr Melhem, you 
supported it too. Do not start on me. 
We all remember what you said about 
it. You were a big wrap for the east–west 
link until you got in here, and then you 
changed your tune very quickly. You had 
the thumb of the Socialist Left upon you, 
and they squashed the life out of you.

Nonetheless I digress ever so slightly. 
The fact of the matter is that we need 
a link between the east of Melbourne 
and the west of Melbourne — it makes 
eminent sense — and a tunnel between 
the end of the Eastern Freeway and 
the Tullamarine Freeway and then the 
Western Ring Road. How good would 
that be; how sensational would that be; 
how much time would that provide for 
people who are either getting to work 
or trying to get home to see the families 
at night; how much extra time in the 
space of a year would that give families 
together; how much money indeed 
would they save in petrol, because we 
all know petrol is a pretty expensive 
commodity; how much in the space of a 
year would people save with that sort of 
tunnel where they could zip through?

I have to say it is absolutely 
bewildering that those people who live 

this as the chairman of the Economy 
and Infrastructure Committee, having 
examined this at length. It is my belief 
that there is real dodginess in this 
particular deal. Interestingly enough, 
despite our many inquiries into this, 
nobody was prepared to come to the 
party and actually give a straight answer 
on any of the deals that were done, so it 
would not surprise me at all if in years to 
come — perhaps in the not-too-distant 
future — the propriety of these deals with 
Transurban was examined a lot more 
closely.

But at the very least with the proposal 
being brought forward by our coalition 
— the Liberal-Nationals coalition, as 
distinct from the Labor-Greens coalition, 
which is the alternative government 
after November, a horrifying prospect, 
I am sure, for everyone — the fact of 
the matter is that the linking up of the 
east–west link and the north-east link 
would actually provide a useful purpose 
for the West Gate tunnel. It would make 
what is now a dog of a project actually 
something that would contribute to the 
betterment of the state, the betterment 
of metropolitan Melbourne and indeed 
of country people. They have to drive 
their trucks with their food and their 
crops through Melbourne quite often, to 
markets, to the airport and to the ports. 
People of the country clearly would 
appreciate the east–west link and the 
north-east link as well. So even the West 
Gate tunnel would be of some value 
with this proposal being put forward by 
Matthew Guy.

For many, many years I have suffered 
the congestion that people in the western 
suburbs have suffered. Every morning we 
see the West Gate —

Mr Melhem interjected.
Mr FINN — Well, you don’t. You don’t 

get out of bed until about midday. The 
people in the western suburbs have to 
put up with the most appalling traffic 
congestion. You often see the West 
Gate Freeway and the Princes Freeway 
blocked. Quite often that traffic is banked 
back, sometimes to Werribee, and it is 
just appalling. It takes hours to get to 
work. It is just an appalling thing that 
people in the west have to put up with. 
We know that Labor does not care about 
people in the western suburbs, we know 
that, but here is an opportunity with this 
proposal being put forward by Matthew 
Guy to actually do something to help the 
west. That is why I support it, because I 
am from the west, I represent the west 
and I will fight for the west — and this 
proposal is a good proposal for the west 
of Melbourne. So I congratulate my 
colleagues. I congratulate the Leader of 
the Opposition, the incoming Premier, 
Mr Guy, and I cannot wait for these roads 
to be built.
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COUNCIL | Second reading
26 July 2018

Corrections 
Amendment 
(Parole) Bill 2018

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I rise this morning to speak on the 
Corrections Amendment (Parole) Bill 
2018. We keep in mind of course that this 
bill I suppose had its genesis on 27 March 
1986, when a car bomb went off outside 
Russell Street police station, injuring 
and maiming a number of people. One 
young constable, 21-year-old Angela 
Rose Taylor, was injured fatally, and she 
passed away some weeks later, on 20 
April, as a result of the injuries incurred 
on that particular day.

Craig Minogue was tried and convicted 
of that crime. I have my own views on 
what should have happened to Minogue, 
but certainly he should stay in jail for the 
rest of his days. I would hope that he will 
not have all that many days left, but he 
should never walk free again as a result of 
what was in fact an act of terrorism. This 
was an act of terrorism against the state 
of Victoria, against the people of Victoria 
and against Victoria Police. Minogue 
clearly wanted to kill and maim as many 
people as he possibly could. He may 
well have been very disappointed when 
only one officer was killed. He is the 
lowest form of life, to have committed 
such an act, and the family of Constable 
Angela Taylor will hopefully get some 
consolation from the fact that many 
millions of Victorians feel for them and 
feel very strongly that Craig Minogue 
should never be allowed out of prison 
again.

As I said, Angela Taylor was a 21-year-
old woman. She had her life ahead of her. 
She was a constable of Victoria Police. 
Most 21-year-olds are excited about 
the future; they have much to live for. 
When we look at what happened some 
30 years ago — 32 years ago now — we 
keep Angela Taylor in mind and consider 
what she would have done over those 
years. She may have married. She may 
in fact have been a mother. She may 
have advanced her career in Victoria 
Police to a significant rank. She may 
have been a tremendous contributor to 
her community. All of that was stolen 
from her and from us on that dreadful, 
dreadful day in 1986, when this creature, 
Minogue, exploded that bomb outside 
Russell Street police headquarters.

As I said earlier, it clearly was an act 
of terrorism. My views on what should 
happen to terrorists are quite public. I 
think they have been stated on the record 
a number of times. I think we should 
have the death penalty for terrorists, 
and certainly in this particular situation 
Minogue would qualify for that penalty if 
I had my way.

Nonetheless, we have this legislation 
here today. It is a bit odd, I have to 
say, that we had legislation from Mr 
O’Donohue some two years ago that 
would have done pretty much the same 

COUNCIL | Adjournment
25 July 2018

Autism Plus
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— That is going to be hard to beat, 
President, I have to say. My adjournment 
matter this evening is for the Minister 
for Housing, Disability and Ageing. 
As the minister is undoubtedly aware, 
there is enormous concern about the 
future of the agency Autism Plus, which 
is currently under the control, it seems, 
of the department. To illustrate that 
concern I wish to direct to him to a letter 
that I have received from a parent of one 
of the children at the service. She said:

I am writing to you to express my 
concerns for my autistic daughter, 
Daniela. She currently attends Autism 
Plus day service program at Pinnacle 
Drive, Melton, where she continues 
to thrive and expand her capabilities. 
Before I was recommended to Autism 
Plus, her levels of anxieties made it 
extremely difficult for her to access the 
community or other organisations in a 
safe way, and as a result Daniela became 
incontinent. Medical intervention had 
no effect. I was at this stage in despair 
and ready to give up and just keep her 
home. Autism Plus was recommended 
to me after other organisations failed 
to meet my daughter’s requirements. 
From the beginning I felt Autism Plus 
understood the complexity of autism, 
and it did not take long for my daughter 
to feel safe and happy.

Autism Plus has been my daughter’s 
saviour. Due to their diligence, 
dedication and support, my daughter 
no longer wears adult incontinence 
pads. They have restored her dignity, 
and that has no price tag. Please, for 
my daughter’s sake and that of many 
other families whom I met and share 
the same concerns, we need your help. 
Please allow Autism Plus to continue 
their brilliant work. How can we treat 
an organisation that was prepared 
to take on the most challenging and 
vulnerable children and make them 
feel safe and secure. We need … 
Autism Plus. Personally I worry that my 
daughter would regress if this was to 
change. My daughter now is accessing 
the community with her one-on-one 
support and loving it.

This is one of many stories that I have 
heard from parents of children at Autism 
Plus over recent months. It would be a 
tragedy — and I use that term advisedly 
— if Autism Plus were to close. It is vitally 
important that the minister give Autism 
Plus a guarantee on its future. There are 
many parents who have gone through 
many years of distress and have finally 
found, as this lady said, their ‘saviour’ 
in Autism Plus, and they are now deeply 
concerned as to what would happen 
to them and their families if Autism 
Plus were to close. So I ask the minister 
— tomorrow if possible and tonight 
if he can — to give an assurance that 
Autism Plus will remain open to provide 
the services which it is so capable of 
delivering.

thing as what this bill does; however, 
the government of the day — this 
government, the Andrews Socialist Left 
government — decided not to debate 
that bill and has brought forward its own, 
absolutely contradicting the reasons that 
it used at the time for not debating Mr 
O’Donohue’s bill, which was largely that 
you cannot name a person in legislation.

What have they done in this 
legislation? They have named Craig 
Minogue. I do not have any problems 
with naming Craig Minogue. I think 
the name Craig Minogue is something 
that should be remembered. It should 
be vilified across the state and indeed 
across the nation, but for the government 
to reject debating Mr O’Donohue’s 
legislation on the basis that Craig 
Minogue was named and then to bring 
in legislation urgently that we have to 
race through that does exactly the same 
thing as Mr O’Donohue’s did is, I think, 
indicative of a government that quite 
frankly has no idea what it is doing when 
it comes to law and order.

Mr Morris — Do you know what the 
minister called him? Dr Minogue.

Mr FINN — ‘Dr Minogue’, yes. I noticed 
the minister called him ‘Dr Minogue’. 
He ain’t no doctor. He is a lot of things, 
but he is not a doctor. He is a filthy, vile 
scumbag in my view, and I hope, given 
that he seems to have access to every 
form of communication known to man, 
that he is watching this today. And if he 
is, I send him a message: I hope you rot 
in hell.

Ms Mikakos interjected.
Mr FINN — Well, look, Minister, he 

may well, because he seems to have 
access to the internet, he seems to have 
access to Twitter, he seems to have 
access to everything but Hollywood 
movie studios, and that is something in 
itself that the government has to answer 
for — that these sorts of vile creatures 
are allowed what could be described as 
comforts, I suppose. Certainly in a just 
corrections environment that would 
not be the case, but justice and this 
government are a very, very long way 
away from each other — a long, long way 
apart.

We have this legislation now, and as 
Mr O’Donohue and Mr Morris have both 
said, it is legislation that the opposition 
supports. It is legislation, as I said, that 
should have gone through this house two 
years ago — two and a half years ago in 
fact, when Mr O’Donohue introduced his 
legislation. It is hard to understand why 
the government took the attitude that it 
did apart from basic petty politics, which 
seems to be really the only thing that this 
government is good at — petty politics.

Mr Morris — Politics before people.
Mr FINN — As Mr Morris says, they 

do put politics before people on every 
occasion, and they have done it again 
now. It concerns me that the delay in 
this legislation must have caused some 
distress to the family of Constable Taylor. 
The prospect of Minogue being released 
is something that should have been 
knocked on the head a long, long time 
ago.

Mr Ondarchie — We tried to do it.
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In closing my remarks I would just 
like to pay my respects to Constable 
Taylor and indeed to every police 
officer who has died in the line of duty 
over the period of Victoria’s history. If 
anybody has a spare moment — and I 
doubt that we will for the next 121 days 
— it is worth visiting the Victoria Police 
memorial down on St Kilda Road, which 
remembers each and every police officer 
who has given his or her life in the line 
of duty. It is a sobering place. It reminds 
us of what really is important and of 
what really matters. I salute those police 
officers who have given their lives, but 
I also salute every police officer that is 
out there every day risking his or her 
life to protect us, because without them 
this society, this community would be a 
vastly different place — an horrendous 
place — a place of even more violence 
and of even more disaster than we have 
seen over recent years. I support this bill 
and I trust, even if it is two years late, that 
it does have a speedy passage.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
26 July 2018

Sunbury CBD car 
parking

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Roads and Road Safety. 
Last week it was my very great pleasure 
to welcome deputy Liberal leader, 
David Hodgett, to Sunbury. Along 
with the next member for Sunbury, 
Cassandra Marr, we announced that 
a Guy government will contribute $1 
million to build a multistorey car park 
to be built by the Sunbury city council 
after we have a change of government in 
November. Apart from a former Labor 
MP infamously declaring, ‘There is no 
parking problem in Sunbury’, the ALP 
has been as quiet as the tomb on the 
desperate need for more parking in 
Sunbury. Minister, does the government 
—

Mr Morris — On a point of order, 
President —

The PRESIDENT — I have actually 
checked the same thing. The minister is 
at the door, but —

An honourable member — I can see 
the minister.

The PRESIDENT — Yes, but the point 
is that I cannot. Minister, please return 
to the chamber. I need to be able to see 
that there is a minister in attendance. Mr 
Finn, you can start from the top.

Mr FINN — My constituency question 
is to the Minister for Roads and Road 
Safety. Last week it was my very great 
pleasure to welcome deputy Liberal 
leader, David Hodgett, to Sunbury. Along 
with the next member for Sunbury, 
Cassandra Marr, we announced that 
a Guy government will contribute $1 
million to build a multistorey car park 
to be built by the Sunbury city council 
after we have a change of government in 
November.

Apart from a former Labor MP 
infamously declaring, ‘There is no 

Mr FINN — Indeed we did, Mr 
Ondarchie. Mr O’Donohue tried to 
do just that, and we have had to go 
through a period of time where the 
family of Constable Taylor lived with the 
possibility — the very real possibility 
up until now — that he may have been 
released, and that in itself is pretty 
disgraceful. We should be considering 
the family of Constable Taylor uppermost 
—

Mr Ondarchie interjected.
Mr FINN — and indeed, as Mr 

Ondarchie says, put the victims and 
indeed their families first. Instead 
we refer to this Minogue creature as 
‘Dr Minogue’ — well, we do not; the 
government does — and that pretty 
much sickens me, I have to say.

I heard Ms Pennicuik mention earlier 
that this legislation may be the precursor 
to future legislation where there may be 
other prisoners who face the same fate as 
Minogue. I say, well, if that is the case, so 
be it. If a government has a responsibility 
to keep somebody in jail permanently, 
then that government should exercise 
that responsibility. The government 
has a job to do. I do not necessarily 
think that this legislation sets any sort 
of precedent, but the fact of the matter 
is that if somebody needs to be kept 
in jail to protect the community then 
they should be kept in jail. That is what 
jails are for. That is why we have laws. 
That is why we have a degree of justice, 
anyway, in Victoria at the moment. It 
is about community protection, and 
to have people like Minogue walking 
the streets puts that protection at risk. 
If there are others in the future, as Ms 
Pennicuik suggests, so be it. The Guy 
government after November, I am sure, 
will take its responsibilities in this matter 
very seriously indeed, and I would be 
obviously very supportive of Premier 
Guy and his cabinet if they were to take 
the view that some others needed to be 
locked up to protect the community.

This bill does that. It protects the 
community, but as I say, it is something 
that should have happened two years 
ago. This whole concept of Minogue 
being released on parole is something 
that should not have occupied our minds 
for any more than about 15 seconds. It 
should have been put away a long, long 
time ago, and it is a very sad indictment 
of this government that at the last minute 
we have them trying to rush this through 
the Parliament this week when, as I say, it 
should have been done a long time ago.

Ms Crozier interjected.
Mr FINN — Well, the Labor spin 

masters are capable of anything, as we 
have seen from Mr Dalidakis’ EFTPOS 
machine to Daniel Andrews’ red shirt 
rorts. The spin masters are capable of 
anything. What they will come up with 
in regard to this legislation is anybody’s 
guess, but the fact is this whole matter 
has been allowed to go for two years 
longer than was necessary. It has for two 
years caused distress to the family of 
Constable Taylor, and that is something 
that the government should be ashamed 
of, if indeed the government is capable of 
shame at all.

parking problem in Sunbury’, the ALP 
has been as quiet as the tomb on the 
desperate need for more parking in 
Sunbury. Minister, does the government 
have any plans at all to listen to the 
Sunbury community and actually do 
something to provide more car parking 
in the Sunbury CBD?

COUNCIL | Second reading
26 July 2018

Justice Legislation 
Amendment 
(Terrorism) Bill 
2018

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
Acting President, I too congratulate you 
on your elevation. It is wonderful to see 
another Tiger in the chair after all these 
years.

An honourable member interjected.
Mr FINN — How could we ever forget 

Bob Smith? Indeed. That is exactly right. 
Although there might be some who are 
not keen on the comparison. Anyway, we 
will leave that alone.

I rise to speak on the Justice Legislation 
Amendment (Terrorism) Bill 2018. I just 
express the very deep sadness, I suppose, 
that I feel that this legislation is actually 
necessary, that we would have to have a 
piece of legislation go through this house 
that is specifically aimed at the terrorist 
threat that is very real in our society. As 
we look around the world — sometimes 
just look interstate — we can see where 
terrorism has caused irreparable 
damage, has indeed taken lives from 
people on many occasions.

The rise of Islamic extremism has led 
to many of the terrorist attacks we have 
seen around the world. In France, in 
Israel, in Egypt, certainly in much of the 
Middle East, the threat of terrorism is 
not just real but it is happening every 
day. It is something that we do not want 
to come to Victoria, although we have 
come perilously close on a number of 
occasions. Anybody who tells you that 
there are no terrorists in Victoria is 
having a lend of themselves, because 
there most certainly are. There are 
people who, for whatever their reasons, 
would be very happy to deliver the sort of 
carnage that we have seen, and we have 
seen that as close as Sydney. Reference 
was made to the Lindt cafe siege and of 
course the deaths that resulted in that 
particular tragedy.

We have come very close here in 
Melbourne. I must say that in recent 
years, when attending, for example, a 
football match — we have got a very 
big match coming up this Saturday; 
there will probably be 95 000 there this 
Saturday — it does make a bloke wonder 
what would happen if somebody were to 
take action which would cause a terrorist 
attack. I sometimes feel very vulnerable 
in that situation, but I am very thankful 
for the work of Victoria Police. Our police 
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of terrorist acts under a police detention 
decision (PDD). I think it is really 
important that we focus on this, because 
the power of police to take appropriate 
action to defend us from terrorists is 
crucial. If we do not give police the sorts 
of powers that they need to do their job, 
then in fact we are just tying their hands 
behind their backs. We are stopping 
them from protecting us; we are actually 
stopping them from doing their job, 
and we are all going to suffer as a result 
of that, so it is a good thing that this 
legislation does provide new powers and 
obligations for police — and I am sure 
they will appreciate that.

This bill also amends the provisions 
for granting a preventative detention 
order (PDO) and authorising the use 
of special police powers, so again we 
have an extension of police powers in 
certain areas — not across the board, 
but in certain areas that are needed to 
protect us from terrorism. This bill allows 
for the questioning and gathering of 
identification material of detainees who 
are subject to a PDO or detained under 
a PDD. The police in many instances 
find out pretty quickly who they suspect 
might be involved in a terrorist attack. 
It is very important that they have the 
ability to question those people, to 
detain them if needs be and to take the 
appropriate action, so again that part 
of the bill is something that I certainly 
support.

This next one might be regarded as just 
a little controversial, because it extends 
the PDO scheme to children aged 14 and 
15. Some might say that those children 
have a right to be protected from 
outside influences, but unfortunately 
— particularly as we have seen overseas 
— a lot of children as young as 14 and 
15, even younger, are actually involved 
in terrorism themselves. That may well 
come from their parents, it may come 
from somewhere else, but we have seen 
children involved in terrorist acts. It is 
again a really sad part of this legislation 
that we have to go down this path, but we 
do. It is as simple as that. Unfortunately 
you have got to do sometimes things that 
you do not want to do, and this particular 
part of the legislation is something that I 
would prefer not to happen, but it is clear 
that it is necessary, so we do it.

The bill also provides stronger 
protection for counterterrorism 
intelligence. As I said before, the work 
that VicPol, the Australian Federal 
Police and our intelligence agencies 
do is absolutely crucial. I know that a 
number of terrorist threats have been 
exposed as a result of intelligence that 
has been gathered by our police and by 
our intelligence agencies. They might 
have found out from local communities, 
there might be a bit of a buzz about 
or maybe they have even read it on 
Facebook, believe it or not, but that 
sort of counterterrorism intelligence is 
absolutely crucial to our safety. Without 
that we are in a lot of trouble.

This bill also amends certain aspects 
of Victoria’s bail and parole schemes in 
relation to relevant offenders. I would 
suggest that in this particular instance we 
might like to expand it across the board, 
because as we know, our parole and bail 

do a brilliant job in protecting us in those 
instances. I am also very grateful for the 
work of the Australian Federal Police, 
and for ASIO and the other intelligence 
agencies who work to protect us around 
the clock.

As I say, it is sad state of affairs that we 
here in Melbourne in 2018 have to take 
terrorism into consideration. It is a real 
threat, it is very real and we cannot get 
away from that. My view is that the best 
way to deal with convicted terrorists is to 
hit them hard. I think we need to send a 
message to terrorists that if they ply their 
trade here in Victoria they will pay an 
exceedingly heavy price. That is the only 
way to deal with them.

This legislation is a wideranging 
piece of legislation. It implements a 
number of recommendations of the 
Expert Panel on Terrorism and Violent 
Extremism Prevention and Response 
Powers, which you have to say is a hell 
of a title for any group. This particular 
panel has made recommendations, and 
this legislation has largely come from 
those recommendations. I think it is 
pretty important that we actually pay the 
appropriate attention to and go through 
with the recommendations that have 
been made.

I want to make it very clear that I do 
not want a police state. I value our civil 
liberties. I value the rights of each and 
every one of us. We must defend those 
rights. We want to live in freedom. We 
want to live in a country where we 
can pretty much do as we like within 
the law. I do not want that to change. 
Of course there has to be a balance 
between protecting the community and 
respecting our rights, and if that balance 
goes too far, then clearly that terrorists 
have already won — and that is not 
something I would welcome at all.

As I said before, we have to accept 
that the threat of terrorism is real; there 
is a real threat. We do not want bombs 
going off at the MCG or in Bourke Street 
or wherever before we have to have 
legislation such as this. I listened with a 
great deal of interest, to an extent, to Ms 
Pennicuik. I think it is deeply regrettable 
that the Greens have taken the attitude 
that they have — it is not surprising, but 
it is regrettable — because the Greens 
do not seem to regard terrorism as a 
threat at all. They do not seem to regard 
it as something that they should be 
concerning themselves with. I think 
that is an extraordinarily irresponsible 
attitude. It is an attitude which could 
lead to widespread tragedy. I would ask 
the Greens to reconsider their position 
on this. Nobody wants to crush the 
rights of anybody, except of course the 
terrorists themselves. We have to take 
the threat, the very real threat, that we 
all face unfortunately these days into 
consideration. I do not want a couple of 
hundred people killed before we say we 
need this sort of legislation that we are 
debating here today.

As I said before, the expert panel has 
made a number of recommendations. As 
a result this bill amends the Terrorism 
(Community Protection) Act 2003 and 
other key acts to provide new powers 
and obligations for police relating to the 
detention of persons for the prevention 

systems under the Andrews government 
leave a fair bit to be desired. This part 
of the bill probably does not go as far as 
it should, not just in terms of terrorism 
but in terms of just general community 
safety.

The bill also extends and expands 
the special police powers to protect 
persons attending events from a terrorist 
act and prevent or reduce the impact 
of a terrorist act. As I say, Melbourne 
being the sporting capital of the world, 
we gather in very large numbers very 
regularly for large sporting events. We 
are the cultural capital of Australia, so 
very large numbers gather for concerts 
and other cultural events. These sorts of 
events are prime targets for terrorists, 
and it is certainly important that police 
have these special powers to protect 
those thousands of people who attend 
the sorts of events of which I speak. 
This Saturday, for example, there will be 
probably 95 000 people at the MCG — 
maybe even more — and it is absolutely 
vital that the police have the powers to 
protect people who are going about their 
daily lives in a lawful way but who may 
be part of a very big crowd.

This bill also amends section 462A 
of the Crimes Act 1958 to provide 
an instructive example of the ability 
of an officer to use force in certain 
circumstances. There is nothing worse 
than when a police officer tries to do 
his or her job and they are caught up by 
a civil libertarian — the Fitzroy Legal 
Service or somebody else — so it is really 
important —

Ms Mikakos interjected.
Mr FINN — Ms Mikakos has fired up. 

I knew I would press a button there. We 
will get a delegation here from Slater and 
Gordon in a minute. It is really important 
that the police not just have the resources 
—

Mr O’Donohue interjected.
Mr FINN — No, that is another one. 

Yes. But it is really important that the 
police have the authority and the ability 
—

Ms Mikakos — On a point of order, 
Acting President, Mr Finn was suggesting 
that I previously worked for Slater and 
Gordon. If he went and checked the 
parliamentary handbook, he would find 
that I actually never worked for a Labor 
law firm in my entire legal career. In fact 
it was Ms Crozier quoting the Human 
Rights Law Centre earlier in question 
time, her new-found friends.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr 
Melhem) — There is no point of order. I 
have got to reset the clock for 30 seconds, 
so you have got 30 seconds back, Mr 
Finn.

Mr FINN — Thank you. I appreciate 
that, Acting President. This bill is a 
necessary piece of legislation, a sad 
reflection on the times in which we live, 
but much needed to protect us and our 
families, friends, neighbours and our 
community. I wish the bill a speedy 
passage and sincerely hope that we can 
visit a day — one day soon perhaps — 
when this legislation can be repealed.
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every way. In fact I remember when I 
was first running for preselection for the 
Western Metropolitan Region I was taken 
to Hopkins Road by a local constituent 
called Wendy Bitans — I think Mr Rich-
Phillips may actually know her — and I 
saw that road firsthand. It was appalling 
then, and here we are 12 years later and it 
is still appalling.

What I am asking this afternoon is for 
the minister, as a matter of priority, to 
provide the funding for the upgrade of 
Hopkins Road in Truganina to provide 
for a safe thoroughfare for traffic on the 
road.

COUNCIL | Members statements
07 August 2018

Government 
performance

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — It 
is often said that if we stay long enough 
in this caper, we will see just about 
everything. That was never truer than 
last Thursday, when after some early 
morning calls from Victoria’s finest, 
the entire Andrews government came 
to a screeching halt. Meetings were 
rescheduled, visits were cancelled and 
government cars were diverted in a way 
not seen since Ted and Patch wanted to 
go wee-wees. Perhaps the best comment 
came from brilliant cartoonist Mark 
Knight, who characterised the Deputy 
Premier as hiding under a floor rug as 
the Minister for Police attempted to 
push a piano in front of the door and the 
Premier peered conspiratorially through 
the venetian blinds.

Not since the days of Tommy Bent 
have we seen a government under 
such a cloud. I doubt even he, though, 
would have gone to ground in the way 
the current rabble did last week. Such 
was the extraordinary reaction of senior 
ministers, one might be tempted to think 
they do actually have a lot to hide. The 
Victorian government is in a constant 
state of chaos and has no idea what to do 
next — or indeed what is coming next, or 
where it might be coming from.

Victorians know that something 
stinks to high heaven in the state of 
Victoria. They can pick up the whiff as 
it emanates from 1 Treasury Place and 
wafts down through the various levels 
of this wretched, wretched government. 
Victorians deserve better, and thank the 
Lord the Guy government is now just 108 
days away. The people of this state can 
finally see a better future on the horizon.

COUNCIL | Questions without notice
07 August 2018

Ministerial 
conduct

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My question is to the Leader of the 
Government representing the Premier. 
Six Andrews Labor government ministers 

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
27 July 2018

Western suburbs 
gang crime

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Police. Despite constant 
assurances by the Premier that gangs 
do not exist, residents of the western 
suburbs are greatly alarmed about the 
impact of violence inflicted upon local 
communities by gangs. Whether it be 
home invasions, carjackings, mass theft 
or general street violence, large sections 
of the west are now no-go zones for law-
abiding citizens. Although this is most 
certainly the case after dark, it is now 
often the case during daylight hours as 
well. It is not at all unusual for victims of 
gang crime to be deleteriously affected 
for extended periods of time. Given the 
often-stated view by the Premier that 
such violence is imagined and fear is 
all in the community’s mind, does the 
government have any intention at all of 
protecting my constituents from rampant 
gang crime?

COUNCIL | Adjournment
27 July 2018

Hopkins Road, 
Truganina

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
raise a matter this afternoon for the 
attention of the Minister for Roads and 
Road Safety, and it concerns a road in my 
electorate which started off as what could 
probably best be described as a country 
lane but is now a major thoroughfare. 
Unfortunately the infrastructure upgrade 
has not occurred to provide for the added 
traffic. I am referring to Hopkins Road 
in Truganina, which has been the scene 
of a number of fatal head-on collisions 
and fatal accidents, particularly between 
Boundary Road and Greigs Road. In fact 
three of the four accidents on Hopkins 
Road involved head-on collisions.

It is just appalling when we see the lack 
of support and the lack of infrastructure 
upgrade for so many of these sorts of 
roads, particularly in the outer west. 
It is in my view totally negligent of the 
government not to have upgraded these 
roads. It leads me to believe that when 
people say that Labor neglects the west 
in fact they are correct, and when people 
point out to me that Labor does not really 
care about its safe seats I have a tendency 
to agree. In fact I tend to agree with those 
who are currently pushing in the western 
suburbs to make those seats out in the 
west marginal.

There was a very good article in 
the Australian — there often is in the 
Australian, it is a good read — on 17 
July from Chip Le Grand. It outlined 
a number of tragedies where people’s 
lives have been lost, where children 
have been orphaned, and all because 
this road is just totally inadequate in 

have been named by the Ombudsman 
for participating in an organised scheme 
now under investigation by the Victoria 
Police fraud and extortion squad. Why 
does the Premier still stand by these 
ministers retaining their commission 
when the Premier has been quick to 
stand down others for lesser alleged 
incidents?

The PRESIDENT — Can I just hear the 
first part of that question again, please?

Mr FINN — Six Andrews Labor 
government ministers have been named 
by the Ombudsman for participating 
in an organised scheme now under 
investigation by the Victoria Police fraud 
and extortion squad. Why does the 
Premier still stand by these ministers 
retaining their commission when the 
Premier has been quick to stand down 
others for lesser alleged incidents?

The PRESIDENT — My concern with 
the question is that you are asking the 
minister in this house to vouch an 
opinion on what the Premier might be 
thinking or doing, and I am not sure 
that the minister is in a position to 
understand that necessarily. I would 
prefer it if the question sought the 
opinion of this minister in his own 
standing rather than —

Mr FINN — President, I am happy 
to drop the words ‘representing the 
Premier’ if that is what you require.

COUNCIL | Questions without notice
07 August 2018

Ministerial 
conduct

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
The Premier was quick to stand aside 
the former Minister for Small Business, 
Innovation and Trade, Adem Somyurek, 
for allegations that, as the Premier stated, 
might be subject — might be subject — 
to a police investigation. As the current 
matters involving the six Andrews Labor 
government ministers are currently 
subject to a police investigation, why 
did the Premier target one minister with 
the harshest penalty but let six others go 
who have been alleged to have done far 
worse?

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
07 August 2018

Autism Plus
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Housing, Disability and 
Ageing. Last night I attended a meeting 
in St Albans called by the administrator 
of the Autism Plus agency, presumably 
to inform local parents who desperately 
need that service what the future 
holds. If that was the purpose of the 
meeting, it was an unmitigated failure. 
Despite a lecture room full of distraught 
parents and staff, representatives of the 
administrator appointed by the minister 
and his department were unable to offer 
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COUNCIL | Ministerial conduct
08 August 2018

Ministerial 
conduct

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— It is very sad indeed today that we 
have this motion before the house. I 
commend Mr O’Donohue for bringing 
this motion forward, but it is very sad 
that we have such a motion, because 
never before have we had the sort of 
police investigation that we currently 
have into a third of the cabinet. A third of 
the cabinet is under police investigation 
— by the fraud and extortion squad, if 
you do not mind. If anybody had told 
me that would happen in the Victorian 
Parliament, I would have had trouble 
believing it. It is very sad indeed that we 
have this motion today, because I would 
have thought it a perfectly legitimate and 
logical thing for these ministers to step 
aside whilst they are under investigation. 
As Mr O’Donohue has pointed out, 
there is ample precedent for that, and 
that should have been automatic, but it 
just goes to show the lack of standards 
in the Andrews government, and that 
has become, to most people in the state, 
a fact of life. As I say, it is sad that this 
motion is before the house.

It is almost as sad as Mr Dalidakis’s 
defence of the government. He got up 
and spoke, all in all, for about two and a 
half minutes. A senior minister charged 
with the responsibility of defending his 
Premier, his cabinet colleagues and his 
government managed to get on his feet 
for two and a half minutes and give us 
one of the most pathetic attempts at a 
defence I have heard in my life. If he was 
ever a defence counsel, the bloke in the 
dock would be off to the gallows, based 
on what we have heard this morning.

Then of course we have the Greens 
— the great paragons of moral virtue, 
the people who can do nothing wrong. 
They are the light to us all. Well, I tell 
you what, if anybody wants to see what 
is going to happen in this state post 24 
November — if Labor and the Greens are 
in government together — have a look 
at what is happening in this Parliament 
today, where the Greens have jumped 
into bed with the Labor Party to protect 
their mates. It is a disgrace. I have got to 
say to you that the Greens, in my eyes, 
have lost all credibility. They have lost all 
claim to any integrity.

Mr O’Donohue interjected.
Mr FINN — They lost it a long time 

ago, in many people’s eyes, indeed, Mr 
O’Donohue. But the fact of the matter 
is the Greens like to get up here and 
tell us how good they are and how pure 
they are. Well, they can no longer do 
that, because they are voting today to 
protect people who are under police 
investigation by the fraud and extortion 
squad. It is called accomplice after the 
fact, and that is what the Greens have 
involved themselves in today.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr FINN — You should get up to 

Canberra, Mr Mulino — get away, before 

any guarantees or any assurances about 
future autism services for attendees’ 
families. This added further to the deep 
distress already felt. Parents of autistic 
people currently using Autism Plus 
are suffering extreme anxiety often 
presenting itself as physical illness. Can 
the minister offer any guarantees or 
assurances on the future of Autism Plus 
that will alleviate this distress?

COUNCIL | Adjournment
07 August 2018

Autism spectrum 
disorder

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
wish tonight to draw a matter to the 
attention of the Premier. I have for some 
months been working with a group called 
Friends of Autism Plus, which support 
an agency which provides much-needed 
support for families particularly in the 
western suburbs who have badly affected 
children, many of whom are adult 
children, with autism. Many of these 
adults have been through many services 
and have struggled to assimilate into 
those services and have found a home 
at Autism Plus. Now the parents are 
very, very concerned because Minister 
Foley has appointed an administrator, 
and they are very concerned about the 
future of Autism Plus as an agency that 
they can rely upon. Many of them are 
suffering from extreme anxiety as a 
result of this situation. I was at a meeting 
last night at Victoria University at St 
Albans where both the administrator 
and the department were represented. 
Neither could give any guarantees or 
any assurances on the future for these 
people’s loved ones.

What I am particularly concerned 
about is that last night it became clear 
to me that there are, it would seem, 72 
Victorians currently being housed in 
Victorian prisons simply due to having 
autism. There are 72 people in prison in 
Victoria because they have autism and 
there is nowhere else for them to go. This 
is a scandal of enormous proportions 
if true. This is something that should 
be addressed as a matter of urgency. It 
causes me enormous distress to hear 
that that sort of thing is going on. If this 
is true, we are really scraping the barrel. 
Can we even call ourselves a civilised 
society?

So I am asking the Premier, given that 
those in the autism community have very 
little faith in Minister Foley, particularly 
after this massive stuff-up with Autism 
Plus, to institute a full independent 
investigation not just into Autism Plus 
and the services they provide but also 
into this allegation that there are 72 
people in prison purely because they 
have autism.

you are sullied by this very, very nasty 
artifice we are talking about.

Ms Symes’s contribution was, I think, 
almost as pathetic as Mr Dalidakis’s. She 
obviously drew the short straw. They had 
to have two speakers, and because she is 
the whip she got the job of defending the 
indefensible. She got up, and she did not 
do a very good job, I have to say. I do not 
wish to be harsh on her, but she did not 
do a very good job at all.

This motion is before the house 
today because this government is again 
displaying its ongoing contempt for 
the Parliament itself. It is showing its 
ongoing contempt for the process of law. 
What we have seen from this government 
since this matter broke and since the 
Ombudsman attempted to investigate 
this matter is one barrier after another 
being put up by the government to 
prevent the truth coming out, quite often 
at the expense of the Victorian taxpayer. 
We know that this government spent 
over $1 million going to the High Court 
in Canberra to protect itself from the 
Ombudsman and to protect itself from 
the truth. As we know, the Andrews 
government and the truth have never 
been seen in the same room together 
and are unlikely to be in the foreseeable 
future.

We heard Dr Ratnam talking about 
why people have such a low regard for 
politicians. And she is right — people 
do have a low regard for politicians. 
Mr O’Donohue referred to the pub 
test. People are asking in pubs, in fish 
and chip shops, in lounge rooms and 
wherever they gather around this state, 
‘Is our government corrupt?’. They are 
asking, ‘Is the Andrews government 
comprised of crooks?’. They are asking 
that, and they are entitled to an answer. 
I am very hopeful that by the time the 
police conclude their investigations we 
will have an answer, but in the meantime, 
all of those ministers who are named in 
this motion — the Special Minister of 
State; the Attorney-General and Minister 
for Racing; the Minister for Sport, 
Minister for Tourism and Major Events 
and Minister for Veterans; the Minister 
for Families and Children; the Minister 
for Training and Skills and Minister for 
Corrections; and the Minister for Energy, 
Environment and Climate Change — 
should be stood down. I just might 
add that the Minister for Police should 
stand down as well, because she was a 
beneficiary of this rorting. She was one 
of the ones who benefited directly from 
this outrageous rort against the people of 
Victoria.

When the people of this state ask 
themselves or indeed each other, ‘Is our 
government corrupt? Is the Andrews 
government corrupt?’, they look at what 
is happening, and they can only come 
to one conclusion. And I have to say that 
the government only has itself to blame. 
We have an extraordinary situation 
here where a number of ministers 
who are under police investigation 
and who are indeed the subject of this 
particular motion are senior members 
of the Andrews government. We have, 
for example, Mr Jennings, the Leader 
of the Government in the upper house 
and the man charged with responsibility 
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you have got to wonder why. Is this a case 
of mass butt-covering? I think we may be 
seeing that at the moment.

But Mr Somyurek was accused of 
being a little overexuberant in the office 
apparently and a little bit colourful. 
He was stood down within a matter of 
minutes and he of course was never seen 
again in the cabinet. Out the door he was.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr FINN — Oh, there is no doubt Mr 

Somyurek is still very active in the ALP. 
There are no two ways about that.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr FINN — They do call him ‘Sir’ — 

well, some do. I think Jill Hennessy has 
got another name for him. There you 
go. Mr Merlino has come into that once 
again.

Here was Mr Somyurek who was 
under no criminal investigation — there 
was no suggestion that he should be 
under criminal investigation — but he 
was sacked. He was thrown out by this 
Premier. But here we have all these 
ministers — a third of the state cabinet 
— under investigation by the fraud and 
extortion squad of Victoria Police. And 
what does Daniel Andrews do? ‘Nothing 
to see here; move on’.

The Minister for Corrections, the 
minister responsible for jails across 
Victoria, is under investigation, but she 
keeps her job. The Attorney-General, he 
keeps his job. The minister responsible 
for integrity in this Parliament, he keeps 
his job. Dear, dear me.

What about, I have to ask, Victorians 
though? What about Victorians? Here we 
have a government that is in total crisis. 
We saw that last Thursday when the first 
doorknocks came. When the first knocks 
on that door came from Victoria Police 
the government shut down. They all 
headed for the hills. They could not wait 
to get out of the place.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr FINN — Indeed, if they did not 

get to the hills they went to the bunker. 
Indeed they did. And this is what we have 
come to expect from this government.

So instead of what I said before, this 
mass butt-covering, and instead of 
adopting an attitude of ‘To hell with the 
people, we’re here to protect ourselves’, 
how about Daniel Andrews actually 
doing the right thing and standing down 
these ministers until they can be properly 
investigated and we can actually get 
some justice on this matter?

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
08 August 2018

Bulla bypass
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Planning. The Bulla bypass 
is a project that is long overdue. I 
remember when I first ran for the then 
electorate of Tullamarine back in the 
early 1990s there was a huge demand 
for it. In recent years, with the huge 
increase in traffic volume, the need for 
the Bulla bypass has become even more 
obvious. I have raised this matter on a 

for parliamentary integrity — can you 
believe that? The man who is supposed 
to protect parliamentary integrity is 
under investigation by the fraud and 
extortion squad.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr FINN — Apparently, according to 

Daniel Andrews, that is fine. Let us not 
forget that Mr Jennings is in the inner 
circle. There are very few in the inner 
circle, I have got to say, as most members 
of the opposition — that was a Freudian 
slip; that is coming — as most members 
of the government will agree. There 
are very few in the inner circle, but Mr 
Jennings is most certainly one of them.

Then of course we have Mr Pakula, 
the Attorney-General of Victoria — the 
man; the number one law officer in this 
state — being investigated by the police, 
and he is keeping his job. Every day he 
is overseeing the legal system in this 
state. He is appointing magistrates, he 
is appointing judges, he is doing all the 
things that an Attorney-General does. 
But he does a little bit extra, because 
he is waiting for the knock on the door 
from the police. Whether that comes at 
6 o’clock in the morning or 6 o’clock at 
night, I do not know. Nor does he, and 
that may well be why he is a little bit 
nervous, more than a little bit nervous, at 
the moment.

Then of course as almost an 
afterthought we have the Deputy 
Premier, who has taken on the role 
of what Neil Mitchell described this 
morning as an attack dog, to which 
Mr Mitchell then added, ‘more of a 
chihuahua actually’. I thought that was a 
pretty good line actually from Neil, and 
it is true. Here is Mr Merlino — ‘Yap, 
yap, yap, yap, yap’ — yapping away like 
one of those little dogs that gets snappy, 
and he is throwing rocks, he is throwing 
mud, and none of it has any justification. 
He has no proof for any of it. He is just 
throwing mud and throwing rocks in 
the hope that people will actually look 
somewhere else apart from what is going 
on in his own government. You can 
understand why he would do that, given 
the state of the Andrews government at 
the minute.

Very shortly after the election of the 
Andrews government — it was not long 
after in fact Mr Andrews cancelled the 
east–west link at a cost of $1.4 thousand 
million after telling us it would not cost 
us a red cent — the Premier stood aside 
one of his own ministers in what was 
clearly an internal battle —

Mr O’Donohue — A factional battle.
Mr FINN — Well, it was a factional 

hit, yes, but an internal battle within the 
ALP. Now, nobody was suggesting that 
Mr Somyurek had done anything illegal. 
Nobody was suggesting or had suggested 
that Mr Somyurek should be investigated 
or charged by the police. But he was 
stood down within a matter of minutes 
by a Premier who quite frankly hates his 
guts. That is what it comes down to. We 
have got to remember that the hatred 
within the Labor Party is something that 
has to be seen to be believed. They hate 
each other more than they will ever hate 
us. But yet interestingly enough they are 
all sticking together at the moment, and 

number of previous occasions with the 
Minister for Roads and Road Safety, Luke 
Donnellan, and he has informed me 
that the Minister for Planning currently 
has the matter under consideration. 
That being the case, I ask: when will the 
minister conclude his considerations and 
announce a decision on the future of the 
Bulla bypass?

COUNCIL | Members statements
09 August 2018

Youth violence
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— If there was any doubt Melbourne 
streets are in a crime crisis, that doubt 
was dispelled last night. Up to 200 
youths rioted in Taylors Hill, with 
police telling local residents to lock 
themselves into their homes for their 
own protection. This is not Brixton; this 
is not Birmingham, Alabama; this is 
Melbourne in 2018 — people locking 
themselves in their homes to protect 
themselves against gang riots. And what 
does our Premier tell us? Our Premier 
says, ‘There are no gangs’. Perhaps he 
would like to go out to Taylors Hill this 
morning and tell that to the parents 
comforting their terrified children or the 
mother separated from her family by 
rioting gangs. Perhaps he would like to 
go out to Taylors Hill and front them and 
tell them that there are no gangs. I am 
sure they will have their own message for 
the Premier, and it will be comprised of 
very few syllables.

Victorians have had enough of the 
crime crisis and the pathetic diversions 
and denials by an even more pathetic 
Premier. Police in riot gear in the streets 
of a very pleasant suburb of Melbourne 
are testament to the crisis we face. 
My constituents are now living in fear 
— where will these gangs strike next? 
They want action from the Andrews 
government, not craven excuses from a 
Premier who will not face the truth. This 
government must go.

COUNCIL | Questions without notice
09 August 2018

Youth violence
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— My question is to the Minister for 
Families and Children. Minister, you 
have previously stated that youth gangs 
should be called, and I quote, ‘affiliated 
groups of young people’. Following the 
events of last night in Taylors Hill where 
youth gangs, some in school uniforms, 
hurled rocks and damaged a police car 
during a rampage, with nearby residents 
being told by police to ‘Stay inside and 
lock the doors’, can you now admit that 
youth gang violence does exist on our 
streets?

Supplementary question

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
thank the minister for her response, 
as confusing as it was. I think that the 
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that we actually cut back the number 
of cattle farmers are allowed to farm. 
I personally do not think that has got 
anything to do with the environment at 
all. That is a much wider agenda item on 
the part of the extreme Green movement, 
but it is certainly out there. I have no 
doubt this legislation will be used as a 
part of that ongoing campaign by the 
extreme left to stitch up farmers across 
Victoria.

That is not something that I will ever 
support. As someone who grew up on a 
dairy farm, somebody who is from the 
country originally, I know the enormous 
contribution that farmers do make and 
the enormous risks that they do take. We 
are seeing a lot of those risks not paying 
off in so many areas at the moment 
where people are being driven to the wall 
by drought. That unfortunately is very 
much a part of farming life. My father 
used to say that there are four forms 
of natural disaster: there is fire, there 
is drought, there is flood and there is 
Labor government. I am not exactly sure 
if that last one is all that natural, I have 
to say. We must be aware when passing 
legislation of this nature of how it will 
be used. It is my very great concern that 
the extreme hardline environmental 
movement will use this legislation to 
push farmers to the wall, to run them off 
their land, and that is something that we 
all should be very, very concerned about.

Another very strong possibility is this 
legislation will be used to in fact lock up 
the bush. Ms Bath made reference in her 
contribution to a rally that was held on 
the steps of Parliament House yesterday, 
and I was very proud to join that rally 
of bush users — people who actually 
appreciate the natural environment of 
the bush. I am most certainly one of 
those. One of my favourite places on 
earth is the Otway Ranges, particularly 
around the Lorne area. I do not think 
there are too many places in Australia 
better than that area and it would be a 
tragedy if people were denied access to 
that to pursue recreation of the kind that 
they desire. It would be a tragedy indeed. 
But that is very much on the agenda and 
something that we all should be very 
wary of.

Unfortunately this legislation, the 
Environment Protection Amendment 
Bill 2018, will in fact facilitate that. It 
will allow those extremists who want to 
lock people out of the bush to actually 
do so. Mr Davis has moved a reasoned 
amendment which I strongly support, 
and I am very hopeful that the house 
will indeed give it its backing today 
because I do support bush users. I do 
support those who want to use the 
bush, enjoy the bush and appreciate 
the great Australian bush for what it is. 
It is something that I grew up in and I 
just love it. To be locked out in the way 
that some would have us be would be a 
tragedy for us all.

Now, the Environment Protection 
Authority Victoria (EPA) — there is 
an interesting group of people, an 
interesting organisation. Some would 
think that it is almost up there with 
VicRoads as an organisation that is 
somewhat of a mystery to us all. I am 
delighted to say that the Bulla tip on 

minister did admit that youth gangs do 
exist on our streets — I think — and in 
our suburbs. Will the minister now admit 
that youth gangs also exist in our youth 
justice centres as well?

COUNCIL | Second reading
09 August 2018

Environment 
Protection 
Amendment Bill 
2018

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
This is the first opportunity I have had 
to congratulate you, Acting President 
Gepp, since your elevation to greatness. 
What a marvellous thing it is. In rising 
to speak on the Environment Protection 
Amendment Bill 2018 I am interested 
to see that despite this being possibly 
the greatest change to environmental 
legislation proposed in recent years 
we do not have a single representative 
of the Greens in the chamber. I would 
have thought that they would be glued 
to everything that is being said on this 
bill, but they are not here; they are 
nowhere to be found. Perhaps they are 
out doorknocking in Richmond; I do not 
know. But they are certainly not here 
participating in this discussion on the 
environment, which is, I would have 
thought, something the Greens would 
have been fairly interested in.

My great concern about this legislation 
is that it is a further advance on the 
government’s agenda of hardline 
ideology over practicality. We have seen 
time and time again, unfortunately, 
under this government hard-left ideology 
come before common sense or indeed 
before practical measures that would 
actually have an effect. They prefer 
ideology over actually having the desired 
impact, and I think that is very, very sad 
indeed.

Some years ago we had a carbon tax 
in this country, and there was some 
suggestion that this government would 
try and reintroduce it. In fact it did with 
the coal tax that saw the Hazelwood 
power station close. But interestingly 
that carbon tax was constantly referred 
to by the then federal Labor government 
as an ‘economic reform’. Very rarely did 
anybody refer to the environmental 
impact that this carbon tax may have 
had. It was an economic reform. That 
is what they were telling us. So really 
what they were doing, and what this bill 
is doing, was using the environment as 
a way, an excuse if you will, to promote 
an ideology and an agenda which is not 
friendly. It is not friendly at all either to 
the environment or to Victorian families. 
That is something that we must be very 
much aware of.

I have noted in recent times that the 
hard-left environment lobby has been 
preparing its assault on agriculture, in 
particular the dairy industry and the beef 
industry where they have been proposing 

Sunbury Road was recently closed by 
the EPA. I am not delighted to say that it 
took nearly 25 years to do. I first raised 
the problems with the Bulla tip in the 
other place almost a quarter of a century 
ago and finally the EPA has come to the 
party this year. I am not sure exactly why 
they have taken this long or what great 
moment of illumination brought them 
to this decision but they finally, as I say, 
after almost 25 years have closed the 
Bulla tip. So that is a really good thing. It 
still stinks, but it is closed at least for the 
minute.

But my very great concern is that what 
is happening in the western suburbs 
is that we are becoming the dumping 
ground for the rest of Melbourne. We just 
have to look at the proposed Werribee 
waste mountain, as it is called in that part 
of the world, where a literal mountain of 
garbage would grow in Werribee. That 
is something that locals are obviously 
vehemently opposed to, and I am with 
them on that. I think we carry more 
than our fair share when it comes to 
waste disposal, and enough is enough. If 
people want to dispose of garbage — and 
that is something obviously we all have 
to do — they can find somewhere else, 
because we are sick to death of carrying 
it all in the western suburbs.

A classic example of that is the tip at 
Ravenhall. This is a saga that has now 
been going for some years. I have had 
constant complaints from people in 
Caroline Springs, in Deer Park and in 
surrounding suburbs about the odour 
— about the stench, in fact — that 
comes from this particular tip. The EPA 
has been somewhat reluctant to act. In 
fact the EPA has been I think complicit 
in providing an excuse for this tip to 
continue, and that is appalling. The EPA 
has really let down the people of the local 
area.

What is worse, though, is that 
Cleanaway, the owners of the tip, are 
proposing that this tip be added to by 
a factor of four. This tip that they are 
proposing will be able to be seen from 
the moon; it will be huge. It will go from 
Ravenhall almost down to Tarneit. That 
is how big it would be. This thing will be 
a dirty great stinking hole in the ground 
that nobody in the western suburbs 
wants or will appreciate, I can assure you.

Of course very few local members 
for the west are even mildly interested 
in coming to the defence of locals or of 
raising this issue in the Parliament — or 
anywhere else for that matter. Of course 
most of those people are members of the 
ALP, and it is a classic example of what 
happens when you have safe seats. Quite 
frankly, people like Telmo Languiller, 
people like Marlene Kairouz and people 
like Tim Pallas, in the Assembly, do not 
have to worry about what the people 
think. They do not have to worry about 
representing the people, because they 
know that irrespective of what they do to 
the people of their electorates, those very 
people will roll up at election time and 
vote for them. Now, up until this point 
that has worked. I have a feeling this 
time it might be a little different, because 
people are aware of the way they have 
been treated. They see what this tip will 
do to the western suburbs.
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something positive coming from this 
government with regard to volunteers.

The bill reforms the existing planning 
arrangements in the Emergency 
Management Act 1986 and the 
Emergency Management Act 2013 by 
replacing them with a new integrated 
and coordinated framework for 
emergency management planning. 
The key features of the new framework 
include integrated planning for activities 
that occur before, during and after 
an emergency; arrangements that 
provide for all likely emergencies; a new 
governance structure for emergency 
management planning; common 
principles to guide and drive the 
planning process; plans that provide 
for the roles and responsibilities of 
all relevant agencies; and clear and 
transparent quality assurance and 
accountability mechanisms, among 
other things.

Under the new governance 
arrangements, the emergency 
management commissioner will be 
responsible for state-level planning, and 
new regional and municipal emergency 
management planning committees will 
be established to plan at the regional 
and municipal levels respectively. These 
two committees will promote shared 
responsibility for planning by requiring 
relevant agencies to participate in the 
planning process. The new municipal-
level arrangement will also apply in a 
similar way to Victoria’s alpine resorts 
to ensure that the arrangements are 
comprehensive. These measures are 
needed and, as I say, the opposition will 
not be opposing the bill.

But I just really want to say a couple 
of words this afternoon about the role of 
volunteers in emergency management 
and emergency situations. Victoria 
would be in a lot of trouble without 
the work of volunteers in the Victoria 
State Emergency Service (SES), in the 
CFA or indeed in the Red Cross, St John 
Ambulance Brigade and a whole raft of 
organisations where volunteers put their 
shoulder to the wheel to help their fellow 
man. I commend them for that.

I remember on Christmas Day 
probably some five years ago when 
a series of almost hurricanes hit the 
western suburbs of Melbourne. I recall 
that a number of the SES people in the 
area — not just from the west, but indeed 
from around the state — dropped what 
they were doing on that Christmas Day 
and headed to assist those people who 
had lost their roofs or had damaged 
homes. Indeed some of them had lost 
their cars, which had been smashed up 
by those dreadful storms. I remember the 
emergency management headquarters 
were at the Brimbank Anglican Church 
in Keilor. I remember visiting there with 
the then Deputy Premier and Minister 
for Police and Emergency Services, 
Peter Ryan, shortly after the incident, 
and these people were absolutely 
amazing. They had come from around 
Victoria, and in many cases from around 
Australia, to help people that they would 
have no interest in and that they would 
not know. Some of them had come 
from Western Australia and some had 
come from northern New South Wales. 

I have to say that I have actually 
experienced that smell. It is gut-
wrenching, to say the very least. I 
have spoken to people who have been 
physically ill as a result of the stench. 
Caroline Springs is a very nice spot. I 
would be very happy to live there if I 
could afford to. It is a very nice spot, 
as indeed are a number of other areas 
around there. Irrespective of the gang 
problem that was highlighted yesterday 
at nearby Taylors Hill, it is a very, very 
nice place to live. But the stench from the 
tip is destroying the lifestyle of thousands 
of people.

An honourable member interjected.
Mr FINN — It is a stench. It is just 

horrendous. There is probably only 
one thing that stinks worse than the tip 
in Ravenhall and that is the Andrews 
government. The fact of the matter is that 
we have in Ravenhall a tip that, really, if 
everything was equal, should be closed 
now. It most certainly should not be 
expanded. But again the government do 
not care about the western suburbs of 
Melbourne. The Labor Party have never 
cared about the western suburbs of 
Melbourne, and they are showing once 
again that they could not give a stuff 
about the west of Melbourne. They say, 
‘You can take our garbage. You can take 
the rubbish. We’ll fill your streets with 
garbage trucks carrying this mess into 
your midst’. It is so very, very wrong. The 
EPA will not do much about it. The Labor 
government will not do much about it. 
I can only hope that post-November 
we will have a government that actually 
does care about the west and will do 
something about it.

COUNCIL | Second reading
09 August 2018

Emergency 
Management 
Legislation 
Amendment Bill 
2018

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I rise this afternoon to speak on the 
Emergency Management Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2018. In saying that, I 
make the observation that the opposition 
is not opposing this bill. In fact I have 
to say it is just a little bit surprising 
that this government, the Andrews 
government, would be bringing to this 
house a piece of legislation which would 
actually be supportive of volunteers 
given that for the past almost four years 
the government has been running a 
campaign of vilification and indeed a 
war on volunteers, particularly volunteer 
firefighters. We have seen the damage 
that that has caused the Country Fire 
Authority (CFA). We have seen the 
ructions that that has caused across 
this state and the pain this has caused 
lifelong volunteers in the Country Fire 
Authority. It is good, in my view, to see 

I was just astounded at their level of 
commitment to community and their 
level of commitment to helping people 
who were in trouble.

This is something that I think is greatly 
undervalued in our community. We have 
seen that from this government, for sure. 
But I think we really have to take much 
of that into consideration when we are 
discussing emergency management 
because, quite frankly, without the 
SES, without the CFA and without 
organisations that help and support 
them, we would be in dreadful trouble.

When we talk about fires, we know that 
here in Victoria we are one of the most 
fire-prone states on earth. We have seen 
on many occasions — in fact I think it is 
safe to say it is an annual event — major 
bushfires, some obviously worse than 
others. I remember Ash Wednesday. I 
was running for federal Parliament at 
the time, and I remember visiting the 
fire stations that had trees that were 
still smoking around them. I remember 
visiting the emergency centres that had 
been set up by the Red Cross to assist 
those who had lost their homes and 
speaking to people who had just dropped 
everything to be there and to help 
other people. It was very moving. Then 
of course we had at that time the CFA 
volunteers who were out there actually 
risking their lives.

Mr Ondarchie interjected.
Mr FINN — Yes, as Mr Ondarchie 

says, they are great Victorians. They 
certainly have not deserved what they 
have copped from this government over 
the past few years. They should be put 
on a pedestal. We should be cheering 
them from the rooftops, because I have 
seen it many times. My father was a 
CFA volunteer. I think I have said to this 
house before that one of the earliest 
memories I have is of the Cressy fires, 
when my father was out fighting the fires 
and my mother was at home baking what 
must have been hundreds of thousands 
of scones to keep the body and soul 
of firefighters together. That is what 
volunteers do. That is something that so 
many of us actually take for granted or do 
not even know about. That is something, 
particularly in the country, that is a way 
of life.

An honourable member — They just 
do it.

Mr FINN — Yes, they just do it. That 
is right. They are absolutely respected 
for it, and unfortunately for the last few 
years that has not been the case. I am 
very hopeful that is about to change and 
we will have a situation by the end of the 
year where they will get the respect and 
the thanks that they so rightly and so 
richly deserve. There are a lot of people 
in the state who do not fully understand. 
I have spoken to these people who think 
that they do not do anything unless there 
is something in it for them. I am sure 
we have all met people like that in our 
day-to-day dealings, and I find that it is a 
pretty sad attitude and obviously directly 
opposite to the attitude of the people 
I am speaking of — the SES and CFA 
volunteers.

People say the CFA and the SES only 
go out when there is a fire on. That is 
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and have been abused so severely by 
the Andrews government over recent 
years. I am very hopeful that the house 
will support that amendment when it 
is put, and I certainly publicly express 
my thanks and my good wishes to those 
volunteers and their families and their 
employers, because it is also not easy 
for employers to have staff just up and 
leave —

An honourable member interjected.
Mr FINN — particularly small 

business, indeed — when the volunteers 
are called out. I thank them, I wish 
them well and I salute them all for their 
service.

COUNCIL | Members statements
21 August 2018

Energy prices
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— As I retired last evening, I reached 
for my phone to discover that it was 5 
degrees. The Bureau of Meteorology told 
us it was 5 degrees, but it felt like 2. My 
thoughts immediately went to the many 
thousands of Victorians who could not 
afford to heat their homes on such a 
cold night. I thought of the pensioners 
shivering in their homes because they 
dare not turn on the heating. I thought 
of the battlers of this state — Labor calls 
them ‘working families’ when it needs 
their votes — huddled under blankets or 
going to bed early to try to keep warm. So 
many Victorians are suffering in the cold 
purely because of the extreme Green-left 
policies of the Andrews government, 
a government that deprives Victorians 
of almost a quarter of their electricity 
supply by having forced the closure 
of Hazelwood. Even the Premier now 
admits electricity prices have jumped by 
20 per cent since then.

This government has totally failed the 
people of this state. I cannot remember 
the last time a government went out of 
its way to deliberately hurt those it is 
supposed to represent. Come November, 
those who have frozen through this 
winter will remember those who made 
them do that. They will remember the 
ratbag extremist policies of the Andrews 
government that forced power prices 
beyond the reach of average Victorians. 
They will remember Daniel Andrews 
— my word they will remember Daniel 
Andrews — and they will throw him out.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
21 August 2018

Point Cook police 
station

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
My constituency question is directed 
to the Minister for Police. The western 
suburbs face a crime crisis. It is not just 
Taylors Hill that has to cope with gang 
violence and other street crime; the 
people of Point Cook are among those 
who are impacted by Victoria’s crime 

not so. I live around the corner from a 
CFA station — Larry and the boys at the 
Bulla CFA. ‘Larry the mayor of Bulla’, 
we call him. He leads the CFA in a most 
magnificent way. I often hear the siren 
go at various times of the night or day, 
and usually within 5 minutes I hear the 
fire truck head off. That is not for a fire. 
That is usually for a car accident, and of 
course we know that car accidents can 
happen at any time. Being as close as I 
am to the Calder but also Sunbury Road 
there is a fair repetition of call-outs, and 
these people, again volunteers giving 
up their time, just drop everything. 
They hear the siren and whatever they 
are doing they drop and they head off 
to help somebody in trouble. It is just 
remarkable that they do that. They train, 
all without pay. This is something that 
people do not appreciate at all, I think, 
and they should. These people —

Mr Ondarchie interjected.
Mr FINN — They do give up so much, 

Mr Ondarchie, and they are to be so very 
warmly congratulated on the work that 
they do. As I said, you have got the fires 
and you have got the floods, and despite 
the fact that Sandbags Flannery said it 
would never rain again, we have had 
floods and we have had massive amounts 
of rain. We have seen that in Gippsland. 
We have seen that up north, and when I 
say up north I mean the north of Victoria. 
We have seen the floods around the 
place that have caused so much havoc, 
and again it is the SES and the CFA — the 
volunteers — who are out there helping 
people who are stranded. It is the SES 
and the CFA and other volunteers who 
are out there supporting the police, 
supporting the ambos and quite often 
just working by themselves to get people 
off their roofs, to get cattle to higher 
ground and to rescue people from their 
homes in the course of floods.

Mr Morris — Don’t forget the 
coastguard.

Mr FINN — Indeed. I am very, very 
pleased that Mr Morris reminded me 
about the coastguard, because the 
coastguard does an absolutely brilliant 
job. Just recently I was out in Croydon, 
I think it was, visiting an autism centre, 
and I popped into the shopping centre 
there and there was a big coastguard 
display. They hit me for a donation, 
which I was happy to provide because 
they do such a great job. As somebody 
who likes to spend as much time as 
possible over the summer months at 
the beach, I know that the service they 
provide is something that we would be 
struggling to do without. If this bill helps 
them and helps other volunteers in the 
way that is intended, then that is a very 
good thing.

As Mr Ramsay has pointed out, the 
opposition will have an amendment 
during the course of the committee 
stage, during which we will hope to again 
protect the rights of CFA volunteers 
in particular, because quite frankly 
somebody has to. It is something that 
we have seen. I do not want to go back 
to where I started, but it is something 
that you really have to emphasise and 
re-emphasise — the need to protect 
the rights of these people who do such 
an outstanding job for our community 

crisis. I have been approached on a 
number of occasions by locals concerned 
particularly about the response times 
of Victoria Police from the nearest 
police station in Werribee. I particularly 
commend Christian Martinu, the Liberal 
candidate for the Assembly seat of 
Altona, for his efforts on this issue. He 
is doing a very good job. Minister, when 
can we expect a police station to be 
operating in Point Cook?

COUNCIL | Second reading
21 August 2018

Disability Service 
Safeguards Bill 
2018

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I rise this evening to support the 
Disability Service Safeguards Bill 2018, 
and in doing so I commend the previous 
speakers. This will not happen too 
often in this place, but I commend Ms 
Wooldridge, Dr Ratnam, Dr Carling-
Jenkins and Mr Gepp for the comments 
they have made. Mr Gepp’s comments in 
particular I thought were very thoughtful 
when he spoke about the need for 
equality for those with disability, because 
that is so very true, and I will speak about 
that a little bit later on.

The Disability Service Safeguards Bill 
2018 establishes a scheme for regulating 
disability workers by providing for 
the registration of disability workers 
and students receiving training to be 
disability workers and also providing a 
scheme for the regulation of unregistered 
disability workers. The bill establishes 
the Disability Worker Registration Board 
of Victoria to undertake the registration 
function and also to deal with complaints 
made in respect of registered disability 
workers. The bill also establishes the 
Disability Worker Commission, which 
will be led by the disability worker 
commissioner, which makes a lot of 
sense. The commission will deal with 
complaints about unregistered disability 
workers as well as administering the 
scheme. The bill ensures that the most 
serious powers of issuing prohibition 
orders and public statements in relation 
to unregistered disability workers 
will be reserved for exercise by the 
commissioner only.

The bill also amends the Residential 
Tenancies Act 1997 and the Disability Act 
2006 to provide for the rights and duties 
of specialist disability accommodation 
(SDA) — and I must say that I was 
surprised to hear Mr Gepp mention 
the SDA — residents and providers 
consistent with the national disability 
insurance scheme (NDIS), and also 
makes consequential amendments to 
the Health Complaints Act 2016, the 
Ombudsman Act 1973 and the Public 
Administration Act 2004.

Members I am sure will be aware that 
I have a deep personal commitment to 
this particular issue of the human rights, 
the civil rights, of people with disability. 
As a result of that I am obviously very 
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or see people who are acting strangely, 
maybe because they are on the spectrum 
or maybe for some other reason. Some 
people automatically class them as 
second-class citizens. They regard them 
as something less than human. That has 
got to change. We have had arguments 
in this place over the last decade or so 
saying that is okay to kill a child in utero 
if that child has a disability. If you are 
prepared to kill a child because that child 
has a disability, that is the most foul form 
of discrimination known to humanity. 
That is something that seems to be 
accepted by a lot of people these days. If 
you have got a child with a disability in 
utero — kill him, kill her. That is all right. 
If you have got a disability, it does not 
matter — not quite human. Of course 
that has spilt over to children after they 
are born as well. That is something that 
I have seen with my own eyes, and it 
is indeed very, very distressing — very 
much so.

Business interrupted pursuant to 
sessional orders.

Sitting extended pursuant to standing 
orders.

Mr FINN — Thank you, Acting 
President, and thank you, Minister, for 
the opportunity to continue my words 
on this.

Those on the autism spectrum, as I said 
earlier, need our support largely. There 
are some who do not, and that is great, 
because it is after all a spectrum. This 
is something that a lot of people do not 
understand. I am constantly amazed at 
the level of ignorance in the community, 
even in the medical profession, about 
autism and those on the spectrum, 
because you can have a situation where 
somebody with autism can be a rocket 
scientist — can be an absolute genius — 
or you can have somebody with autism 
who is sitting in the corner banging their 
head against a wall, non-verbal and 
unable to communicate. So it is a wide 
spectrum. It is important that we realise 
that this spectrum is a wide spectrum 
and that we take into account all the 
issues that everybody on the spectrum 
has. Particularly for those who are down 
the lower end of the spectrum, the end 
of the spectrum that needs support, we 
need to protect those young people — 
and older people too, for that matter — 
who need that support. I am very hopeful 
this legislation will do that.

The national disability insurance 
scheme gives us hope, but I am really 
hoping it is not false hope. I have spoken 
to a number of parents already who 
are less than thrilled with what they 
have been subjected to, I suppose, by 
the NDIS. My family are going through 
it at the moment, so I will reserve my 
judgement until such time as we have 
further meetings with them. But I really 
hope beyond all hope that the NDIS will 
make a real difference in the lives of so 
many Australians, so many who need it.

It is only a few years ago that people 
with any form of mental illness or any 
form of mental condition were locked 
up. They were put in homes in places 
like Caloola out in Sunbury. I know that 
very well because when it was closed just 
before I was first elected back in 1992 it 

enthusiastic about ensuring that we 
have the best support, we have the 
best training, we have the best of 
everything available for those people 
charged with supporting people with 
disability. Those workers do, by and 
large, overwhelmingly, a brilliant job. It is 
often a very challenging job, particularly 
for those who face — well, they are not 
children — generally speaking almost 
adults who perhaps have autism or 
have some other issue and who do 
become violent. I have seen this myself 
unfortunately and experienced it myself 
unfortunately. But those workers who 
put themselves in danger — and let’s 
face it, they do — to support people who 
would otherwise not have that support 
are amazing. They are deserving of our 
congratulations and our thanks, and I 
put that on the record here tonight. I 
sincerely hope that this legislation will 
bring forth the best that we have to offer 
in terms of workers with people with 
disabilities.

We are talking here about some of the 
most vulnerable people in our society. 
The minister’s second-reading speech 
states:

People with disability fought long and 
hard to win the right to have a real say 
over their lives. The introduction of 
the NDIS provides the foundation for 
change, but more is needed.

I agree with that. I will speak about the 
NDIS in a minute. I want to talk about 
those who do not have the opportunity 
to have a real say over their lives, 
because whilst those who are perhaps 
in wheelchairs and perhaps those who 
are physically disabled in some way do 
have a say over their lives, those who 
have a mental disability and those who 
may — as in the case of people that I 
deal with on a daily basis — have severe 
autism do not have a say over their lives. 
Their lives are very much in the hands 
of others, and that is why we really need 
legislation such as this to make sure they 
are properly protected. It is absolutely 
crucial that we do that. We cannot under 
any circumstances allow them to go into 
the community unprotected.

I know that many parents feel 
enormous guilt when they have to put 
their children, who may be 18 or 19 years 
of age, into assisted living, as it is now 
called I am informed by my daughter. 
It is not assisted accommodation; it is 
assisted living. There is a great deal of 
guilt that parents feel for having to place 
their children into supported living 
circumstances, and quite often they have 
to do it, because perhaps they are older 
than they used to be and they cannot 
cope anymore. Perhaps the child, as 
I said before, has become violent and 
something needs to be done there just 
to protect the families themselves. That 
is a very, very big issue, particularly in 
the autism area. Puberty and autism put 
together is an explosive combination, 
and one that I would not wish on my 
worst enemy. It is just dreadful. I have 
to say I am going through that at the 
moment, and it is just horrid.

It distresses me enormously when I see 
so often the attitudes of people toward 
those with disability. I see the attitudes 
of people who see people in wheelchairs 

caused a great deal of difficulty because 
a lot of the people in Caloola regarded 
that as home. It is all they knew. That in 
itself is a condemnation of our society as 
it was. What we need to do is to give all 
people the sort of opportunities, the sort 
of hope, that we ourselves would enjoy 
and expect, and we have an obligation 
as a Parliament and as a community to 
support those with disability if they need 
support. As I say, there are some with 
disability who do not need support, and 
if they do not, that is great — more power 
to them. I very much wish them well. 
But there are far, far more who do need 
support and who do need the protections 
that are included in this legislation. I 
am very hopeful that this legislation will 
bring some comfort to the families and 
to the carers of those with disability. As 
I said before, it is very, very difficult for 
a family to put a member of a family 
into assisted living, but hopefully this 
legislation will provide some comfort to 
them.

It is my view that society is very largely 
judged by how it treats the vulnerable, 
how it treats the sick, how it treats the 
weak, how it treats those who need 
our protection, because they have very 
little chance of protecting themselves. I 
believe that with all my heart. We must — 
we have an obligation to — protect those 
who cannot protect themselves whoever 
they are, wherever they are. Most 
certainly the overwhelming majority of 
people in this category that we are talking 
about tonight — those with a disability — 
enter that sphere. I am confident this bill 
will pass, and I sincerely hope that it will 
make a real improvement to the lives of 
thousands of Victorians.

COUNCIL | Committee
21 August 2018

Disability Service 
Safeguards Bill 
2018

Contributions duing the 
Committe stage of the Bill

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
I hope the minister will take that on 
board — but this is a question that is 
asked purely out of concern for some 
of the definitions in this legislation. I 
would have thought that every disability 
worker should be a registered disability 
worker. What roles does an unregistered 
disability worker play? What work 
does an unregistered disability worker 
undertake?

__________

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
hear what the minister has said there, 
and I do not wish to give him a hard time 
in any way at all, but I am very, very keen 
to know what duties an unregistered 
worker under this legislation would 
perform, taking into account everything 
that the minister has said about the 



JULY TO DECEMBER 2018FINN IN 
THE HOUSE 15

date, because that was a question that I 
had. She saved me the time — it was very 
decent of her. Minister, this legislation 
establishes the Disability Worker 
Registration Board of Victoria and the 
Victorian Disability Worker Commission. 
What will be the criteria for choosing the 
membership of both those bodies?

__________

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— Clause 1(a)(vi) provides for 
appropriate information sharing in 
relation to disability workers. What sort 
of information are we talking about? 
What is the appropriate information 
that we are referring to in that particular 
subparagraph?

__________

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
Minister, would that information also 
be supplied to parents or guardians 
of people with disability who are not 
capable of deciphering it and making 
the appropriate decisions as a result of 
receiving that information?

Mr Jennings — Yes.
Mr FINN — Thank you very much, 

Minister. The legislation also provides 
for a mechanism by which complaints 
and notifications in relation to disability 
workers or disability students may be 
investigated and dealt with. I am just 
wondering: what process is involved in 
this mechanism? What does it involve, 
and what would be the ultimate results 
of that consideration? What would be 
the powers that would be bestowed on 
presumably the various bodies within 
this legislation to deal with those who are 
investigated and found to be wanting?

__________

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
Minister, what would be the mechanism 
itself? What would be the actual process 
that is involved in the mechanism 
referred to in the bill?

COUNCIL | Adjournment
21 August 2018

Autism Plus
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 

My adjournment matter this evening is 
for the Minister for Housing, Disability 
and Ageing. The minister would be 
aware that we have had considerable 
concern expressed by the parents and 
carers associated with Autism Plus in 
Melton, who I have been dealing with 
now for some months. They are very, 
very concerned about the future of this 
agency. It is an agency which provides 
services for children — and adults as 
well, for that matter — who have autism 
and are particularly difficult to deal 
with. I refer to those with autism who are 
particularly violent.

There are a whole range of issues that 
Autism Plus has been very successful in 
handling, and the parents are absolutely 
terrified that Autism Plus will go out 
of business and that the minister has 

NDIS in his previous response to me 
and the state not having control over 
certain aspects and all of that. Can the 
minister outline to me what duties an 
unregistered worker would perform?

__________

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— Minister, just so I can be absolutely 
clear in my mind and to make it clear 
to parents in particular of people with 
disabilities: an unregistered worker 
cannot be employed without the express 
consent or indeed the invitation of the 
disabled person or their family.

Mr Jennings — That is correct.
Mr FINN — In the purposes clause, 

clause 1(a)(i) provides for a registration 
scheme for disability workers and 
disability students receiving training 
to be disability workers. I am just 
wondering if the training is laid out 
in detail in the government’s mind or 
elsewhere for these disability workers 
who will be registered.

__________

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— Thank you, Minister. As I am sure 
the minister would be aware, training 
in this area is absolutely crucial, so it 
is important that that be made very, 
very clear to all concerned. I thank the 
minister for his response and his answer 
to that.

I refer the minister to clause 1(b)
(i), (ii) and (iii), which is to amend the 
Residential Tenancies Act 1997:

(i)    to provide for the rights and duties 
of SDA residents and SDA providers 
consistently with the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme and;

(ii)   to provide access to SDA residents 
and SDA providers to general tenancy 
arrangements under Part 2 of that Act; 
and

(iii)  to enable SDA residents to exercise 
choice and control in respect of their 
accommodation arrangements …

My question specifically is: what 
protections are there, if any, for those 
with mental disabilities or conditions 
which do not allow them, or which 
prevent them, from being in a position to 
make an informed decision of their own 
volition?

__________

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
No, no, not at all. I understand there will 
be many people with disabilities who 
are in a position to make a decision, 
and we respect that right and we defend 
that right — that is a great thing — but 
there will also be a number of residents 
who will not be in a position to make 
a decision. They will have a mental 
condition. They may be severely affected 
by autism, for example. What protections 
are in this legislation to protect them 
and the rights that they also have under 
clause 1(b)(i), (ii) and (iii)?

__________

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
thank Dr Carling-Jenkins for asking that 
question about the commencement 

appointed an administrator with a view 
to dismantling Autism Plus and indeed 
to selling it to another provider, which 
will stop that provider from delivering 
the services that are so desperately 
needed and that have been so very, 
very successful in helping families with 
autism at this particular point.

Some weeks ago I spoke at a rally 
outside Minister Foley’s electorate office. 
Unfortunately Minister Foley was not 
there. Sadly nobody was there. It was not 
actually open, so those parents, many 
of whom had come from the far west of 
Melbourne to see the minister, left very, 
very disappointed that he was not able to 
speak to them because of course, as I say, 
he was not actually there.

What I am asking the minister to 
do is to come with me onto the steps 
of Parliament tomorrow at 1.00 p.m., 
when there will be another rally by 
the same parents expressing the same 
concerns. They are very keen to speak 
to Minister Foley about this very, very 
important matter. I am inviting him. I 
will be speaking to them tomorrow at 
1.00 p.m., and I am inviting the minister 
to join me on the steps to speak to those 
parents, to explain his decision-making 
process in appointing an administrator 
and to reassure those parents that they 
have nothing to worry about, that they 
need not lose sleep and that they need 
not have the level of anxiety that they are 
currently reaching.

COUNCIL
22 August 2018

International 
Pregnancy and 
Infant Loss 
Remembrance 
Day

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
rise to very strongly support the motion 
moved by Ms Fitzherbert — that Victoria 
recognise 15 October each year as 
International Pregnancy and Infant Loss 
Remembrance Day. I think it is a move 
that is long overdue. I commend Ms 
Fitzherbert very, very strongly for putting 
this motion to the house today.

I think it is fair to say — almost a 
truism, I suppose — that the loss of a 
child is a tragedy at any time. The size or 
age of that child in no way lessens the 
pain suffered by mothers, as we have 
heard today in this house, fathers and 
indeed siblings. In the old days — and 
perhaps I am getting to a time in life 
when I can reminisce about the old days 
— women who suffered miscarriages 
were told, ‘Don’t worry, dear, you can 
start again’. They were told, ‘It doesn’t 
matter’. Well, I would like to think 
that those days have long gone — and 
thank God they have gone, because it 
is important to mothers, to fathers, to 
siblings and I think to our community 
that we recognise each life, however 
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Ardeer, who lives adjacent to the M80, 
or the Western Ring Road as it is more 
commonly known to most people. Her 
very great concern is the truck noise 
pollution, as she describes it, that is 
impacting her and those around her. She 
has written to VicRoads on a number 
of occasions, and I have quite an email 
trail in front of me. She has expressed, I 
should say, very strongly her very deep 
concerns as to the impact of truck noise 
on her, and she has asked for certain 
actions to be taken.

Now, it seems to me, having read this 
email trail, that whilst VicRoads gave 
some sort of perfunctory response to 
her, they really have not given her any 
satisfaction to this point. I have to say this 
does not surprise me greatly, given that 
VicRoads is quite often a law unto itself 
and is quite capable of being somewhat 
dismissive of concerns that are expressed 
to it. That, to my way of thinking, is not 
good enough. I am not sure what can be 
done about the culture of VicRoads, but 
certainly something on this occasion —

Mrs Peulich — Change the minister.
Mr FINN — Well, a change of minister 

would be a good start, Mrs Peulich 
— there are no two ways about that — 
and we certainly look forward to that 
happening in November. I wish the new 
minister well. He is going to need it, I can 
assure you.

I am asking the minister to intervene 
on this occasion to assist Ms Lee in this 
particular venture to gain some relief 
from the truck noise. She is asking 
for compensation to have her home 
insulated against at least some of the 
truck noise that is stopping her from 
sleeping. That noise impacts on her daily 
functions and causes her great anxiety, 
knowing that that same noise will be 
disturbing her sleep night after night, 
and I can understand why she would 
be concerned. So I ask the minister 
to intervene to hopefully gain some 
satisfaction for Ms Lee and to provide 
some relief from the concerns that she is 
suffering.

COUNCIL | Petitions
23 August 2018

Wyndham Vale 
railway station

LegislativeCouncil electronic petition:
The petition of certain citizens of the 
state of Victoria draws to the attention 
of the Legislative Council the concerns 
of the local community that the 
regional rail link (RRL) station located 
in the suburb of Manor Lakes is named 
Wyndham Vale station.

The station was named Wyndham Vale 
prior to Manor Lakes being created as 
a bounded locality (suburb). By the 
government’s own naming guidelines, 
infrastructure should be named after the 
suburb in which they are located. The 
change of name has the support of the 
Wyndham City Council, who, in August 
2017, wrote to the Minister for Public 
Transport requesting it be renamed.

The station is located just off Manor 
Lakes Boulevard and serves Manor Lakes 

old that life may be, as an invaluable, 
individual human being.

It is an important thing that mothers 
be able to refer to that child as ‘my 
baby’, because that is what indeed we 
are talking about. We are talking about 
‘my baby’. I give thanks to God that I 
have not been through that, but I know 
a number of people, some in this house 
who we have heard from today, who 
have been through that. I am aware of 
the enormous pain and the enormous 
suffering that that bestows upon people, 
quite often for the entirety of their lives.

It is not only about mothers — this 
is something that might be a little bit 
controversial, but I will throw it out 
there anyway — who have suffered a 
miscarriage or the trauma of stillbirth; 
a great deal of recent research has 
shown that many women who have had 
an abortion also suffer from the same 
grief and the same pain. We cannot and 
we should not ignore the suffering of 
potentially hundreds of thousands of 
women. In the last 10 years in Victoria, 
since the law was changed, there have 
been some 200 000 abortions in this 
state. Now, if only 10 per cent of the 
women involved in those abortions 
are suffering from post-abortion grief, 
that means 20 000 women. That is a lot 
of women. That is a lot of people who 
are going through a great deal of pain. I 
personally know women, friends of mine, 
who have been through or are still going 
through the post-abortion grief process, 
where they obviously feel enormous guilt 
but they also feel enormous loss for their 
own child. That, I believe, is something 
that we should seriously consider 
adding. Given the enormous numbers 
that we are talking about, we should 
consider adding that to this particular 
day on 15 October every year.

As I say, I believe that this is a very, 
very important motion. It is a long-
overdue motion. It is something that 
should be embraced by this house, 
by this Parliament and by the people 
of Victoria. I urge the house, and I 
suspect that my urgings will not be 
necessary, to support this motion, 
preferably unanimously. I urge the 
government to get on and ensure 
that 15 October this year, as has been 
requested by Mr Bourman and Dr 
Carling-Jenkins, is Victoria’s inaugural 
International Pregnancy and Infant 
Loss Remembrance Day and that we 
commemorate that day, from this year 
on, every year on 15 October.

COUNCIL | Adjournment
22 August 2018

Western Ring 
Road noise 
pollution

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
wish to raise an adjournment matter 
for the attention of the Minister for 
Roads and Road Safety. I have received 
a couple of pieces of correspondence 
from a constituent, Debbie Lee from 

College, Manor Lakes shopping centre, 
Uniting AgeWell Manor Lakes, Manor 
Lakes football and cricket clubs. There is 
a future station planned on the RRL line 
which, when constructed, will be located 
in the suburb of Wyndham Vale and 
should be so named.

Benefits to the community include —

(1)   recognition and identification;

(2)   connection to place;

(3)   emergency service response and 
natural disaster relief;

(4)   urban and regional planning;

(5)   navigation; and

(6)   service delivery.

The existing North Melbourne station 
will be renamed West Melbourne to 
better reflect its location, and the recent 
public submission process to name the 
five new Metro Tunnel stations indicated 
that most Victorians wanted names that 
reflect the location of the stations (media 
release, Hon. Daniel Andrews, MP, 
Premier, 29 November 2017).

The petitioners therefore request that 
the Legislative Council call on the 
government to rename Wyndham Vale 
station as Manor Lakes station to avoid 
confusion, to comply with naming 
guidelines and to better reflect the 
location of the station.

By Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
(374 signatures).

Laid on table.
Ordered to be considered next day 

on motion of Mr FINN (Western 
Metropolitan).

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
23 August 2018

Gang violence in 
Melbourne’s west

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to 
the Minister for Police. Minister, this 
morning we have been made aware 
of the latest instance of gang violence 
in Melbourne’s west. A constituent of 
mine was followed into her home by a 
machete-wielding gang, was punched in 
the face in her own home and had her 
car stolen. The Premier may well hold 
onto his view that there are no gangs, but 
the facts give us a very different reality. 
Minister, many tens of thousands of 
people throughout the western suburbs 
are living in fear of the next gang attack. 
They do not feel safe in their homes, they 
do not feel safe in their cars and they 
most certainly do not feel safe walking 
the streets, even during the day. Minister, 
enough is enough. Will you immediately 
provide the necessary resources to 
Victoria Police to allow them to smash 
the gangs and make Melbourne’s west 
safe again?
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with autism knows it is in itself quite 
an achievement for such a kid to build 
up the self-confidence that they need 
to get on a bus, pay for a ticket, sit there 
and go down to a shopping centre. On 
the particular day this lad was doing 
that he was attacked by a gang. He was 
bashed, he was robbed and he was left 
an emotional mess. It was not so much, 
I suppose, the physical bashing or the 
theft that did the damage, it was the fact 
that this gang actually stole this lad’s 
independence. The self-confidence that 
he had built up over a period of time was 
gone, was shattered. That is something 
that you cannot buy. You cannot get it 
from a social worker. You cannot get it 
from anywhere — it has to be built up 
naturally by the person involved. That 
in itself is probably one of the greatest 
acts of theft that we have seen in Victoria 
during this particular crime wave that 
we have experienced over recent years. 
I feel very, very sorry for that young 
man and for his family. I have met with 
them. My heart goes out to them over 
this very, very difficult period of time. I 
do hope that they can get back to some 
semblance of normality at some stage in 
the not-too-distant future.

I heard of another example when I 
visited a home in Hillside. The family 
there had migrated from India to their 
new home in Australia. It was their 
dream to come and live in the land of 
freedom, the land of opportunity, and 
they bought a home in Hillside. At 5.30 
one morning they were all in bed having 
a snooze, as most of us are at 5.30 in 
the morning, when they heard the front 
door crashing in. A gang ran through 
the house smashing their household 
appliances, smashing goods throughout 
the house and basically terrorising 
them. The final act was that their car was 
stolen. They had to sell that house; they 
could not possibly live in it anymore. 
They are not on their own. They are far 
from on their own. This sort of thing has 
been happening now for the past three 
or four years, and it is happening on a 
regular basis. These people are genuine 
victims. These people had to sell their 
home because they could not live in it 
anymore. They were too afraid to live in 
their own home. They had to sell it and 
move somewhere else, and it was a very 
nice home they had. What a traumatic 
and dreadful situation to be put through.

Then of course we have the gangs 
that rob the shops at places such as 
Point Cook. The gangs just walk in, they 
take what they want and they walk out. 
Anybody who attempts to stop them, as 
we have seen, is bashed to within an inch 
of their life, so anybody with any thought 
for their own safety does not even bother. 
So we have a situation where these gangs 
are almost given carte blanche to steal 
openly from any store that takes their 
fancy. We have seen that happening 
in Point Cook and in quite a few other 
places in Melbourne’s west. In fact I have 
spoken to shop owners who have said to 
me, ‘If this keeps happening, we’re just 
going to close up — it’s just not worth 
staying open’. Something has got to give. 
These people want justice, the victims 
want justice, and at the moment they 
are just not getting it. Then of course we 

COUNCIL | Second reading
23 August 2018

Victims and 
Other Legislation 
Amendment Bill 
2018

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I rise this afternoon to speak on 
the Victims and Other Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2018. Mr Rich-Phillips 
has very eloquently explained the 
opposition’s position on this. We will 
not be opposing this particular bill, but 
out where I come from, in the western 
suburbs, really the only growth industry 
there is that of victims. Crime is rampant 
and it is very, very difficult to go a day 
without finding another victim of crime, 
particularly gang crime, in the western 
suburbs. There is a real fear in many parts 
of the west. I have spoken to people who 
will not even walk down the street during 
the day, much less walk at night, such is 
the level of fear in the community. That 
should not be at all surprising. Despite 
what the Premier says about there being 
no gangs, we know very differently, and 
the people of the west certainly know 
very differently.

We just have to have a look at the 
Ecoville community centre in Tarneit 
and what has been done to that. I visited 
there earlier this year with the Leader of 
the Opposition, Mr Guy, and with Glenn 
Goodfellow, the Liberal candidate for 
Tarneit. If ever there was an example to 
be held up as to what has been allowed 
to happen in the west over recent years, 
it is Ecoville — a community centre 
which should be part of a thriving, 
happy community, but indeed it is far 
from that. It has been destroyed by 
gangs. It is an example of lawlessness 
in itself. The glass has been broken and 
the walls have huge holes in them. It is 
beyond any level of what people expect 
in their neighbourhood, and you have 
to remember that this is just across the 
road from where people live. People 
have spent vast sums of money to build 
their dream homes and they have been 
subjected to this sort of gang vandalism 
and violence. It is just appalling. I 
suggest that if any member wants to see 
an example of what is going on in the 
west of Melbourne at the moment, they 
should go down to Tarneit and to Ecoville 
and see for themselves exactly what has 
occurred down there at that particular 
centre. It is appalling and it is something 
that unfortunately, as I said, has become 
somewhat representative of the crime 
plague that is demonising the west at the 
moment.

Another example of the sort of gang 
crime that we are suffering in the west is 
something that particularly got to me — 
it pulled at my heartstrings, very much 
so — and that was the case of a 17-year-
old autistic boy who over a period of 
time had built up the courage to actually 
get the bus to the local shopping centre. 
Anybody who has much to do with kids 

have the pizza shop robberies in Caroline 
Springs where these gangs again feel that 
they can walk in, take what they want — 
take the money — terrorise the staff and 
off they go. I am aware of that happening 
in Caroline Springs, and it would not 
at all surprise me if it is happening in a 
good number of other places as well.

Then we move on to an incident that 
caught the attention of a good many 
people just a few weeks ago. We had 
up to 200 gang members rioting in the 
streets of Taylors Hill. I know that Mr 
Melhem and Mr Eideh would be very 
familiar — I hope they are, anyway — 
with Taylors Hill. It is a very nice suburb, 
particularly for young families who 
have just purchased their first home 
and are going along very, very nicely. 
Here we had a situation where these 
gang members were rioting throughout 
Taylors Hill, and the police came along in 
their riot gear and their advice to locals 
was, ‘Go inside and lock your front door. 
Don’t come out’.

We had a situation where one 
particular woman that I am aware of was 
actually cornered, surrounded by these 
rioters, was separated from her family 
and was not able to get to her home. She 
was terrified. You can understand why 
she was terrified. This is happening in 
Melbourne in 2018. It is just beyond the 
pale. Whichever way you look at it, it is 
beyond the pale. These are real victims 
that we are talking about. These people 
will not recover from these experiences 
for many years in many instances, I 
would suggest.

Then this morning we woke to the 
news that one of my constituents in 
Tarneit again had been attacked by a 
gang in her own home. She had got 
home from work and had parked her car. 
The gang saw her and followed her inside 
her own home, and they were waving 
a machete about. I invite members to 
imagine how they would feel if they had 
got home last night to find a gang waving 
a machete around and following them 
into their own home. Imagine how you 
would feel. Imagine how she felt.

She was beaten up. She had her face 
punched for good measure, and of 
course there was the mandatory stealing 
of the car. That seems to be almost a 
new law in Victoria. If you have a home 
invasion, you assault the owner and 
you steal the car. It is almost a part 
of the state constitution these days. 
That is something that happens all too 
frequently in Melbourne’s west, and as I 
say, these are real victims.

Unfortunately it is not just human 
beings who are victims, because this 
week we heard of a dog in Altona that 
was killed by people. I do not know 
whether it was gangs. We do not know 
who did it. Whoever did it was a low-life.

Mr Melhem interjected.
Mr FINN — Did you do it? It was a low-

life scum.
Mr Rich-Phillips interjected.
Mr FINN — Mr Rich-Phillips reminds 

me that according to the Premier we do 
not have gangs. Mind you, according to 
the Premier we do not have the western 
suburbs either, because he has never 
seen out there. He would not know 
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current situation with my wife and our 
children. My view, very strongly, is that 
any man who raises his hand against a 
woman is not a real man. Any man who 
raises his hand against a woman is a 
coward. Any man who raises his hand 
against a woman is gutless. Any man 
who raises his hand against a woman is 
not worth the time of day as far as I am 
concerned.

There is only one good thing about 
family violence, and that is the fact that 
we are actually talking about it, that 
we are shedding a light into darkened 
corners that have never seen that light 
before. As Ms Truong said earlier in 
bringing her experiences to this debate, 
there are many who regard family 
violence as being normal. That was 
something that she struggled with, 
obviously, for a very long time. I could 
not help but feel great empathy and great 
sympathy for her in what she has been 
through.

What we are doing now in so many 
areas is shedding a light into those 
darkest corners where some pretty 
vile individuals have been hiding. We 
have to flush them out and flush them 
away in fact. That is a good thing that 
we are doing by having this debate and 
focusing on so many other areas at the 
moment, because the impact on women 
of domestic violence is abominable. We 
have seen already this year a number 
of women killed by partners or former 
partners and a number who have 
allegedly been killed by partners or 
former partners as well — I should not be 
jumping the gun on any of those. It is an 
appalling situation where this occurs. As 
Ms Crozier said, it is most important that 
we throw the book at these characters. 
It is most important that they not be 
allowed to get away with it because it is 
‘just a domestic’. It is not just a domestic; 
it is a very, very serious crime. It is a 
very serious crime against women and 
quite often a very serious crime against 
children, and those bottom-feeding 
scum who use their children as weapons 
against their partners in a domestic 
situation are beneath the contempt of 
anyone.

I still cannot drive across the West Gate 
Bridge, which is something I do quite 
often, without thinking about Darcey 
Freeman and the enormous betrayal 
that her father committed against her 
when he threw her off that bridge as a 
weapon against her mother. There is too 
much of that that goes on. Indeed if any 
of it goes on anywhere, it is too much. 
It is something about which we should 
indeed have —

Mr Ondarchie — Zero tolerance.
Mr FINN — as Mr Ondarchie says, zero 

tolerance. Zero tolerance is the only way 
that we can treat such evil crimes. There 
is an impact on women and an impact 
on children, many of whom are subject 
to some pretty harrowing experiences. 
Even if they are not the primary target 
of the violence, they go through some 
pretty harrowing experiences, and quite 
often it impacts them not just through 
their childhood but indeed throughout 
their lives, because if you see your 
mother being beaten up every day by 
your father and that does not impact you, 

where the western suburbs are, so it does 
not surprise me that he has the view that 
there are no gangs.

But in this particular situation this dog 
disturbed some intruders, we suspect. 
It was a companion animal to a woman 
with a disability, and she got home 
and found her dog dead. So it is not 
just human beings who are victims of 
these vicious crimes that we are seeing 
throughout the western suburbs.

I do not know if this legislation is going 
to do much to help the victims of the 
crimes that I have mentioned today. I 
very, very much doubt if it will do much 
to stop any further crimes of the nature 
that I have referred to. I can only hope 
that we can get some justice. I have been 
banging on here about justice now for 
some years because, as I have said many 
times, we have in this state a legal system 
when in fact we need a justice system.

The victims that I have mentioned 
today in the house, right through from 
Ecoville to the dog that was killed this 
week — each and every one of them 
deserves justice. Unfortunately in this 
state to this point they have not received 
it. That has to change. I am hoping this 
bill might do a little towards making 
justice a little bit more available to them. 
I am not holding my breath, but I do 
hope that a change of government on 
24 November will bring justice for all in 
Victoria.

COUNCIL | Second reading
23 August 2018

Prevention of 
Family Violence 
Bill 2018

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— In rising to speak on the Prevention 
of Family Violence Bill 2018 I begin by 
commending Ms Crozier for the work 
that she has done over such a long period 
of time in fighting family violence. I also 
commend Matthew Guy, the Leader 
of the Opposition; Ed O’Donohue, the 
shadow Minister for Police; and John 
Pesutto, the shadow Attorney-General 
in the other place. They have been a 
very effective team in putting together 
a program which I believe will be very 
effective in fighting family violence post-
24 November this year when they will 
take the reins of government.

I abhor family violence, particularly 
any violence by men against women. 
Violence by women against men is 
not good, clearly, but violence by men 
against women is deplorable and 
something that I cannot understand. 
I have been most fortunate in my life 
never to have experienced that in my 
family, including earlier in my life with 
my mother and father, who were very 
much a team who worked very closely 
together on a farm. They were the most 
equal couple I think I have ever seen. 
They gave me a very practical lesson in 
equality very early in the piece, and that 
has pretty much followed through to my 

there is something desperately wrong. If 
that does not affect how you think and 
how you view the world, then I would 
be staggered. Of course we should not 
forget that some men are also victims 
of domestic violence. Granted, not as 
many as women, not by any stretch of 
the imagination, but there are some men, 
and we should not forget them as well.

As I said before, family violence should 
never be considered as a lesser crime 
than anything else. We have seen in years 
gone by police, for example — some 
police — regarding family violence as, as 
I mentioned earlier, ‘just a domestic’. The 
judiciary has seen family violence as just 
a domestic, in some way less of a crime 
than if it happened to somebody that 
you did not know. So if you beat up your 
partner or if you beat up your wife, that, 
in the eyes of some law officers and some 
in the judiciary was seen in years gone 
by as less of a crime than if you beat up 
somebody who you did not know. Now, 
work that one out. That makes no sense 
to me at all.

If you beat up your partner or if you 
beat up your neighbour or if you beat 
up somebody that you have never met 
before, you should cop the same wrath, 
the full wrath of the law, whoever you 
commit that crime against. It makes 
no sense to me that there should be 
changes in sentencing as a result of your 
relationship with the victim. That is a 
form of insanity in my view.

There is one point in this that I want 
to make, and that is that not all men 
commit these crimes. There is a tendency 
by some of the more strident sections of 
the feminist movement to say, ‘Men do 
it’. No, some men do it, and those men, 
as I said before, I view as less than men, 
some considerably less than men.

An honourable member — Scumbags.
Mr FINN — They are scumbags. They 

are dirtbags. They are a range of things 
that I cannot mention in this house. I 
would like to. Let me tell you, I would 
dearly love to let my spleen go on these 
low-lifes, but I think it is important that 
we emphasise that it is some men who 
commit these dreadful crimes and that 
there are many good, respectful men 
who would never dream in a million 
years of committing these crimes in this 
state.

An honourable member — They have 
respect.

Mr FINN — They do have respect, 
exactly right. That is exactly right, and 
they are brought up with respect, as 
indeed I was, and I am hopeful that most 
members in this house, male and female, 
would be of that same view.

We have to point out to the 
government, and it is a bit disappointing 
that we have to, that men do not 
attack women because they are men. 
Men attack women because they are 
mongrels, they are cowards, they are 
scum and they are low-lifes. They are 
all those things that I unfortunately 
cannot say. Men attack women not 
because they are men; they attack 
women because they are bad men. They 
are bad, and there is a big difference. 
It is not dependent on the gender; it is 
dependent upon the demeanour and the 
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about hundreds of students at the 
college, including medical diagnoses, 
learning difficulties and treatment plans, 
has been made public to the school 
community. I share the fury of students 
and parents alike at this monumental 
stuff-up. Strathmore Secondary College 
is an excellent school with a first-class 
reputation. It certainly does not deserve 
this incident sullying its name. Minister, 
how did this outrage occur, and what is 
the government doing to ensure it never 
happens again?

COUNCIL | Adjournment
24 August 2018

Autism education 
services

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
wish to raise a matter this evening for the 
attention of the Minister for Education. 
I have received correspondence from a 
lady whose name is Lisa Zahra. She tells 
me that her son’s name is Michael and 
he is currently attending Bulleen Heights 
School. He has been diagnosed with 
autism. She tells me that she is having a 
few problems with Bulleen and would 
love to enrol Michael at the Southern 
Autistic School next year but she is not in 
their zone. She says:

I did go and speak to the principal … and 
he advised me that he has a long wait list 
and it is up to the department.

She says she phoned the department 
and just kept getting brushed off to the 
next person. She says her son can no 
longer attend Bulleen as she has not seen 
any progress. He is only five and has to 
be on the school bus by 7.00 a.m. and 
does not get home until 5.00 p.m. If he 
was to go to the Southern Autistic School, 
he would be picked up and driven home 
at a reasonable hour each day. Waking 
up at his current time is affecting him 
quite severely.

This unfortunately reflects a major 
problem with autistic education in this 
state, and that is the lack of choice for 
parents. Parents of children who send 
their children to a mainstream school 
regard choice in education as a given. It 
is something they regard as their natural 
right. Unfortunately in this situation, 
and in so many others, there is no choice 
for parents who wish to access autistic-
specific schools for their children. That 
is something that I am confident we 
will address upon taking government in 
November. That is something that really 
needs a great deal of attention, and I am 
very enthusiastic about taking that task 
on when we become the government 
later this year.

In the meantime I am very keen to 
ensure that Ms Zahra is assisted by the 
minister. She is in a dreadful situation. 
Sadly she is in a situation a lot of people 
find themselves in, but she is in a 
dreadful situation with her son, Michael. 
I am very hopeful that the minister will 
be able to assist her, and I am asking him 
to do that. I am very happy to send him 
all the details that I have, and I am asking 
him to take Ms Zahra’s case on board and 

standards and the level of respect that 
that individual has for other people, and 
I really think that is something that we 
really should take into consideration far 
more often.

It is very easy for some of the more 
strident people involved in this area to 
scream, ‘It’s all men, it’s all men!’. As I say, 
it is not all men; it is bad men. It is men 
that have to be stopped, but it is not all 
men. Men do not attack women because 
they are men; they attack women 
because they are bad men. And, as I say, 
that cannot be emphasised too strongly.

I now get to the bill itself, which is 
establishing Respect Victoria, which I 
understand has a long title of the family 
violence prevention agency. The bill is to 
establish the board of the family violence 
prevention agency as well. I am a bit 
concerned about this because generally 
speaking, when this government sets up 
an agency or it sets up a bureaucracy of 
any sort at all, it fills it with its mates, and 
it is all about promoting its ideological 
bent and giving more money to those 
who are going to support it at the next 
election. I am very concerned that that 
is exactly what is going to happen in this 
case.

My wife was and indeed still is a nurse, 
but she was a nurse for five years doing 
night duty at St Vincent’s emergency. 
She can tell you more about domestic 
violence than anybody else that I know. 
It is people like her that we should be 
putting on these boards — people who 
have the experience — not somebody 
who is straight out of the La Trobe 
University sociology department who 
has got some weird and warped idea of 
the world. We need practical advice to 
help victims of domestic violence. We 
need to be able to say to women in an 
abusive relationship, ‘It’s okay to get out’, 
because from what my wife has told me 
the number of women who constantly 
go back again and again and again to be 
abused again and again and again in the 
same relationship is quite staggering. 
Women need to be told, ‘It’s okay to walk 
out. It’s okay to get away. It’s preferable 
to get away’. They do not need to be given 
some sociological, ideological rant from 
some university leftie graduate.

These are basic, important things, 
and as I said I am very concerned that 
Respect Victoria, which on the surface 
would appear to be a very good idea, will 
be hijacked for political purposes. That I 
think would be a very, very unfortunate 
thing, but I really hope that in some 
way it will go to stopping the scourge of 
family violence in this state.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
24 August 2018

Strathmore 
Secondary College

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Education. I was horrified 
to learn this week of a gross breach of 
privacy at Strathmore Secondary College. 
I was staggered that sensitive information 

ensure that her son, Michael, gets the 
appropriate education that he needs.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
04 September 2018

West Gate tunnel
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Roads and Road Safety. 
Minister, for over three years people 
in the west of Melbourne, particularly 
the inner west, have been mystified by 
the relationship between the Andrews 
government and Transurban. I have 
to say they are not on their own; I am 
mystified as well. With the almost 
total absence of any form of genuine 
consultation, my constituents have many 
questions surrounding the western 
distributor/West Gate distributor/West 
Gate tunnel. These questions have been 
asked frequently but to this point remain 
unanswered. Now that the government 
has thrown out the window all protocols 
relating to confidentiality of cabinet 
documents, will the minister make 
available documents which might reveal 
the dodgy deals that have gone into 
making possible the building of the West 
Gate tunnel and subsequent extensions 
of tolls to many of my other constituents?

COUNCIL | Members statements
04 September 2018

Australian Labor 
Party

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— We all know what Labor is like at 
election time. We all know they will say 
or do anything for a vote. There is no lie 
Labor will not tell if it might advance 
their political fortunes. We all remember 
Daniel Andrews telling us that cancelling 
the east–west link would not cost the 
taxpayer a cent. How could we forget? 
It cost us $1.3 thousand million. We 
all remember Daniel Andrews looking 
solemnly into the camera lens and 
promising no new taxes on election 
eve. That was a whopper. The red shirts 
rorts scandal is a fair indication of the 
lengths the ALP will go to come election 
time. As Victoria Police’s fraud and 
extortion squad investigates what went 
on, Victorians are left to wonder just how 
much of its government is comprised of 
shysters and charlatans. We remember 
the bullying and intimidation used by 
Labor operatives at polling booths during 
the last election.

We take all of that as a given, but 
Labor’s latest scam just might top them 
all. Here we have Premier Andrews 
waxing lyrical about his great vision for 
vertical and horizontal rail tunnels from 
one end of the metropolitan area to the 
other; $50 billion he says it will cost, 
although I am told it might be closer to 
$100 billion. So excited about it is our 
Premier that he has put the grand total 
of some $300 million on the table. You 
do not have to be a Rhodes scholar to 
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COUNCIL | Petitions
05 September 2018

Keilor Park 
Primary School 
site

To the Honourable the President and 
members of the Legislative Council 
assembled in Parliament:

We, the undersigned residents of 
Victoria, call on the Legislative Council 
of Victoria to note Premier Daniel 
Andrews’ and planning minister 
Richard Wynne’s arrogant and high-
handed plans to force densification and 
inappropriate overdevelopment on the 
site of the Keilor Park Primary School at 
46 Eliza Street, Keilor Park.

We call upon the Andrews Labor 
government to stop its plans to achieve 
super profits from the inappropriate 
overdevelopment of the site and instead 
listen and respond to the legitimate 
needs and aspirations of the local 
community for the site.

By Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
(304 signatures).

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
05 September 2018

Western suburbs 
gang problem

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
Premier. On 24 July this year I raised on 
the adjournment the issue of gangs in 
Melbourne’s west. I invited the Premier 
to join me to meet victims of gang 
violence in Truganina, Tarneit, Point 
Cook and Werribee, although I could 
have easily added Caroline Springs and 
Taylors Hill. In his response not only 
did the Premier ignore my invitation; he 
failed to even mention the word ‘gangs’. 
It is like the bad old days when Christine 
Nixon refused to utter what she called 
‘the g-word’. The Premier’s ongoing 
refusal to as much as acknowledge 
the gang problem is a massive slap in 
the face to victims and residents in 
the western suburbs generally. What 
will it take for the Premier to accept 
Melbourne’s west has a major problem 
with gang violence and for him to 
actually do something to fix it?

The PRESIDENT — Thank you. That is 
also not a constituency question. These 
matters are better as adjournment items. 
It is not a constituency question.

Mr Finn — How do you work that out?
The PRESIDENT — When is he going 

to do something? When will he admit 
something? That is not a constituency 
question.

work out that that just does not add up. 
Another Labor lie, another Labor scam.

COUNCIL | Adjournment
04 September 2018

Bulla bypass
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 

wish to raise a matter this evening on the 
adjournment for the Minister for Roads 
and Road Safety. This is a matter that I 
have raised in this house, and indeed 
the other house, for a number of years 
now. I am hoping — I am just going to 
give it one last shot before the election 
— that common sense will prevail. I will 
not put a huge amount of money on it, 
but I am very hopeful that we might be 
able to get somewhere with this. I point 
out once again to the minister the need 
for the Bulla bypass. The Bulla bypass is 
something that is long overdue. We have 
been talking about the Bulla bypass for 
the best part of 40 years. Long before I 
even entered the other place they were 
talking about the Bulla bypass and here 
we are all these years later still talking 
about the Bulla bypass. We do not want 
to talk about it anymore. We would like to 
actually see some action. That would be a 
marvellous thing.

Sunbury itself, as I am sure the 
minister would be aware and I have no 
doubt the house is aware, is predicted to 
grow by about 75 per cent in population 
over the next decade or 15 years. That 
is going to make travelling on Sunbury 
Road nigh on impossible as things 
stand at the moment. It is very obvious, 
very clear to anybody who even looks 
sideways that the Bulla bypass is urgently 
needed. This bypass would go from 
the top of Bulla hill at Bulla-Diggers 
Rest Road and Loemans Road and 
would work its way right through to the 
beginning of the Tullamarine Freeway 
at the airport. As I say, this is common 
sense. This is something that the local 
community desperately needs.

I am constantly told by locals as I move 
around Sunbury and surrounds that 
they want the Bulla bypass built, they 
need the Bulla bypass built. For the life 
of themselves, or anybody else for that 
matter, they cannot work out why the 
Bulla bypass has been put on hold by this 
government. We have been confident a 
couple of times over recent years that we 
might have got it up and running, but at 
this point in time we are still waiting. It 
is just not good enough. It is bad enough 
now but, as I say, in a few years time it 
is just going to get worse. The traffic on 
Sunbury Road is going to be intolerable, 
and we need the Bulla bypass built and 
we need it built now. I asked the minister 
to do just that: to put the long-awaited 
Bulla bypass into effect and to start 
the building of the bypass as soon as 
humanly possible.

COUNCIL
05 September 2018

Government 
performance

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
will just get my breath back after listening 
to Dr Ratnam. People wonder why the 
Greens are regarded as nutbags. Can 
I suggest that if anybody is wondering 
why the Greens are regarded as nutbags, 
they should have a read of Dr Ratnam’s 
speech, because it started off as a sort 
of homage to their coalition partners 
in the Labor Party because we know 
that if things go the way that the Greens 
would like, they will be in a coalition 
government with the Labor Party come 
the end of November. But then the 
temperature changed and she turned on 
the Labor Party, and then she just turned 
on society generally. She turned on 
everybody, and we had just a rant from 
the extreme left of the Australian political 
spectrum.

I tell you what: if anybody wants to 
know why they should not vote for 
Labor or the Greens in November, they 
really should get hold of the speech that 
Dr Ratnam has just delivered. In fact I 
might actually letterbox it throughout 
the western suburbs. I think I will get a 
brochure made up and I will letterbox 
the key points, just pointing out some of 
the more outrageous pieces of ratbaggery 
that we have heard in the chamber this 
afternoon.

Of course Dr Ratnam has got a very 
good reason for sucking up to the Labor 
Party. She knows what is coming. She 
wants her white car. That is what she 
wants. As Deputy Premier of this state 
she will get a white car and she will be —

Mr Morris interjected.
Mr FINN — A white Prius — she 

probably will get a white Prius, Mr 
Morris. God help us. So that is something 
we can all look forward to — not. Dear 
me, I was not quite prepared for that, I 
have to say. I will get back to the motion 
at hand.

When speaking to people in Victoria 
— it does not seem to matter where in 
Victoria, whether it be in the Western 
District, whether it be in Gippsland or 
whether it be in the western suburbs or 
in the leafy eastern suburbs — there are 
certain words that resonate when one 
talks about the Andrews government. 
‘Dodgy’ — that is a word that resonates; 
that is a word that people very easily 
attribute to the Andrews government. 
‘Crooked’ is another one that they use 
quite freely to describe the Andrews 
government. ‘Untrustworthy’ is another 
one, and they are spot on the money 
with that. And ‘loathed’ — they are not 
just talking about the government in this 
particular situation; they are actually 
talking about the Premier.

I do not think there has been a Premier 
in this state — and I say this advisedly, 
because we have had a few who have 
not necessarily ended their terms high 
in the popularity stakes — more loathed 
than the current one. You just have to 
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question of protecting those who need 
protection. This is about protecting the 
community. This is about community 
safety. Unfortunately those opposite do 
not seem to care too much about that. As 
I said, they will not even admit that there 
is a problem, much less do anything 
about it. That is the sad fact of life.

Second on the list of grievances is:
(2)   sentences and a bail system that do 
not meet community expectations …

That is the truth. I will tell you who is 
more annoyed than anybody else at the 
so-called legal system we have in this 
state: it is our frontline police. They are 
shattered by what is happening in our 
courts. They are going out there and 
catching a lot of these crims — when 
they are allowed by police command. 
When police command is not saying, 
‘Leave them alone, don’t touch them’, 
they will go out, they will do their jobs, 
they will catch these crims and they will 
get them into the courts. And what will 
happen? The more than likely Rob Hulls-
appointed magistrate or judge will let 
them straight out.

As a result of that we have rampant 
crime on our streets, and a lot of these 
criminals think it is a great joke. They 
think it is sensational. They can go out 
and they can do whatever they like. They 
can steal, they can rob. They can just 
walk into shops and take whatever they 
want and walk out again, and if they get 
caught they know that the magistrate is 
their best friend and he or she will let 
them out and they will be able to walk 
out the door of the court to do it all over 
again. We have a real problem in this 
state. The only thing that will change this 
particular problem is the election of the 
Guy government on 24 November, and I 
say bring that on.

Then of course we have the youth 
justice system in crisis in Victoria. It is 
good to see Ms Mikakos in the chamber. 
She might show some interest in this 
matter because she has overseen this 
crisis. Let me say to Ms Mikakos: they still 
remember you down in Werribee. They 
have not forgotten you down in Werribee. 
Let me assure you there are still a good 
many people down in Werribee who are 
waiting with baseball bats, and not just to 
protect themselves from the gangs: they 
are waiting with baseball bats to belt the 
living suitcase out of this government 
come the next election because they 
remember when Ms Mikakos and Daniel 
Andrews tried to dump a youth detention 
centre on them in Werribee South, 
without any warning and without any 
consultation. They just announced it, 
and Uncle Fester — I mean Tim Pallas — 
was in on it as well. We know that after 
the outrage in the local community — 
where as I recall on one particularly cold 
and wet Tuesday evening some 7000 or 
8000 people gathered in the centre of 
Werribee to protest against the Andrews 
government — they backed away. Mind 
you, if they had actually done the right 
thing to begin with they would not have 
had to back away. If they had actually 
done the consultation, which is not 
something that they are big on in any 
regard, they would not have had to back 
away at all.

get out and talk to people. If you want to 
participate in that well-known test, the 
pub test — and I know that there are few 
members who are very fond of holding 
the pub test — then get out and just 
stand at a bar anywhere and mention —

Mr Morris interjected.
Mr FINN — Yes, where is Sir Les? 

I mention the pub and he is gone. If 
members wish to participate in the pub 
test, all they need to do is front the main 
bar anywhere in this state, mention 
Daniel Andrews’s name and see what 
happens. Watch all hell break loose as 
people let forth on what they think of 
the Premier of Victoria, and it will not be 
pretty, what they will say.

This motion by Ms Wooldridge is a 
very timely one, given that this is the 
second last sitting week of this particular 
Parliament, and Ms Wooldridge has 
outlined a number of areas of concern 
that I think most Victorians have. This is 
a comprehensive list of matters that the 
government — the Andrews Socialist Left 
government — has completely stuffed 
up and made a total mess of. I know the 
Greens might get upset here because 
they do not like us saying nasty things 
about their coalition colleagues, but I am 
afraid the truth demands that we go into 
some detail on this today.

The motion reads:
That this house notes that after four long 
years —

isn’t that the truth —
Victoria is beset with problems caused 
by Premier Daniel Andrews and his 
Labor government and Victorians are 
now faced with —

(1)   the highest crimes against the 
person offence numbers in Victoria’s 
history …

One of the main issues that we have 
faced particularly in the western suburbs, 
despite what some might have said 
earlier today in the Parliament, is street 
crime, and particularly street crime by 
gangs. I do not remember a situation 
where homes were broken into while 
people were at home or where home 
invasions occurred at 5 or 6 o’clock in the 
morning when people were in bed and 
the next thing they knew half a dozen 
youths were running through the place, 
destroying the place, pinching things and 
indeed lifting the car from the garage. 
Unfortunately this is something that is 
not unusual, particularly in the western 
suburbs, although it is not unknown in 
other parts of Melbourne as well.

Unfortunately we still have a Premier 
who refuses to admit that there are gangs 
in Victoria. He still says and goes along 
with the Christine Nixon line, ‘Don’t 
mention the g-word’. He can refuse to 
mention the g-word as much as he likes, 
but the fact of the matter is that gangs 
do exist, they are dangerous and they 
are causing enormous damage. They 
are causing enormous fear to many, 
many people, particularly in the west of 
Melbourne.

I have spoken to many people over the 
past two or three years who have been 
terrorised or impacted in a deleterious 
way by these gangs. This is not a 
question of wanting to lock people up 
for the sake of locking them up. This is a 

Mr O’Donohue — Seven thousand 
people were there.

Mr FINN — Yes, 7000 to 8000 people. 
It was massive — absolutely packed. You 
could not move. It was just extraordinary 
on a cold and wet Tuesday night in the 
middle of Werribee. I have to say that was 
one of the highlights of my last four years 
in this place, speaking to a crowd like 
that, as I did with Ms Crozier that night in 
Werribee.

So we had the outrage in Werribee 
South. Then we have what Ms Mikakos 
has allowed to happen at Parkville, 
where the place has just been ripped to 
pieces. There is not much left. The only 
place that is left is the dining hall, where 
the pizza and the Coke are consumed, 
as delivered by the Mikakos delivery 
service. And what a marvellous thing it is. 
They say at the Parkville youth detention 
centre that there is nothing quite like a 
Mikakos pizza. I tell you what, it’s got the 
lot.

Ms Mikakos — On a point of order, 
Acting President, the member is actually 
misleading the house because he knows I 
actually got rid of the takeaway that Mary 
Wooldridge had —

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Ramsay) 
— Thank you, Ms Mikakos. It is not a 
point of order.

Mr FINN — Thank you, Mr Acting 
President. Perhaps Ms Mikakos cooked 
them herself. Perhaps it was not 
takeaway; perhaps she cooked the pizzas 
herself. But as I pointed out at the time, 
we all know that if you give your kids 
Coke they will act up. Why would you do 
that? Sugar does that, and they were on 
the roof.

Malmsbury: we know you can just 
walk out of Malmsbury and you can go 
wherever you like. That is the way Ms 
Mikakos has overseen this appalling run 
in our youth justice system — just one 
of the worst ministers in the history of 
Victoria. I suppose we are almost blessed 
to be with her, aren’t we? No, I didn’t 
think so.

Sadly I am running out of time, 
but I would love to talk about the 
rising electricity prices and how the 
government forced the closure of 
Hazelwood. We remember when the 
minister, Ms D’Ambrosio, and the 
Premier said that it is not going to cost 
very much at all, but here we are a 
couple of years later and we have a 22 
per cent increase. I suppose if you are 
on a ministerial salary, if you are on the 
Premier’s salary, 22 per cent is not much. 
It is good for some, but the people of the 
western suburbs are copping it in the 
neck — not that Labor has ever worried 
about the people of the western suburbs. 
And they are doing it to us again.

I regret that I have run out of time, 
because I have got so much more to 
say. I could go for days on this. But what 
we can say without any hesitation at 
all is that this Andrews Socialist Left 
government has been an unmitigated 
disaster.
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do anything to further its political 
advantage. Today I stand in this house 
shocked at how right I was. Could 
anyone in this state imagine that any 
government would go as far as to release 
private details — medical records, if you 
do not mind — of Victorians who have 
done nothing more than live their lives. 
Has there been any remorse shown by 
the Premier at all? None. He is directly 
responsible for this disclosure. He has 
no remorse; he has no shame. If I was a 
member of the Andrews government, I 
would be too embarrassed and I would 
be too ashamed to admit it today. In fact I 
would be visiting the Premier demanding 
that he personally contact those whose 
details have been disclosed by his 
government and apologise to them. 
Every Victorian should be concerned 
about what this Premier will do next. No 
Victorian is safe. Any one of us could be 
victims of Daniel Andrews’s re-election 
campaign. It is a dreadfully sad day for 
Victoria.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
06 September 2018

Speed limit policy
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Roads and Road Safety. Over 
the past few years the industry in Victoria 
that has become a boom industry is the 
making of new speed limit signs — signs 
that invariably have found themselves 
on the side of the road in the western 
suburbs lowering speed limits by up to 
40 per cent or even more. Even when so-
called safety works have been conducted, 
as they recently have on Sunbury Road 
near Melbourne Airport, speed limit cuts 
almost always remain in place. Can the 
minister confirm whether VicRoads has 
a deliberate policy of lowering speed 
limits on increasingly busy roads in 
Melbourne’s west?

COUNCIL | Second reading
06 September 2018

Residential 
Tenancies 
Amendment Bill 
2018

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I rise to speak on the Residential 
Tenancies Amendment Bill 2018. I just 
make the observation that if this bill 
was a racehorse it would be by Political 
Opportunism out of Clapped-out 
Ideology, because it is a combination 
of both. I have spoken this week on a 
number of occasions about the political 
opportunism of the Andrews government 
— the fact that the Andrews government 
will grab at anything if they think there 
is a vote. If they think there is some 
opportunity for them to get a political 
advantage, they will grab it. We have 

COUNCIL | Adjournment
05 September 2018

Sunbury car 
parking

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
wish to raise an adjournment matter this 
evening for the attention of the Minister 
for Local Government. It concerns the 
issue of car parking in Sunbury and 
the role, firstly, of Bulla council, which 
has since left us, and now Hume City 
Council. As I have gone around with 
Cassandra Marr, the next member in 
the Assembly electorate of Sunbury, 
speaking to a number of people in the 
Sunbury township, it has become very, 
very clear and it has certainly been 
reinforced in my mind that the major 
issue in the CBD of Sunbury is parking. 
The opposition leader has been to 
Sunbury and made an announcement 
on contributing $1 million to finding a 
resolution to that, and that is a very, very 
good thing indeed.

The point that I make is that it seems 
to me that there is somewhat of a fraud 
being perpetrated here. According to a 
document called Sunbury Town Centre 
Database: Edition 2 — December 2011 
from Hume City Council, a separate 
rate number 1 was commended by the 
Shire of Bulla in 1976–77 to in fact build 
a multilevel car park in Sunbury itself, 
and that separate rate was imposed 
on traders in Sunbury and continued 
for many years. The Hume council 
had the money — indeed it purchased 
the land for the car park — and quite 
extraordinarily it did not build the car 
park but in fact leased the land back to 
VicTrack, so it is winning both ways. 
Hume council has the levy money from 
the traders, and it is also receiving money 
from VicTrack. This stinks, to say the 
very least. This is a fraud that has been 
perpetrated on the traders of Sunbury. 
The council is committing an outrage, 
in my view, against the people that it 
is supposed to be providing for and 
representing.

I am asking the minister to conduct 
an inquiry into this particular incident 
to establish the facts as to how much 
the levy raised and when and what the 
council’s attitude is to that now. This 
seems to me to be an outrageous scam 
that the Hume council is perpetrating, 
and I am asking the minister to conduct 
an inquiry with a view to ensuring that 
the Hume council actually does the right 
thing by the traders and the people of 
Sunbury and provides that much-needed 
car parking.

COUNCIL | Members statements
06 September 2018

Production of 
documents

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
Earlier this week I made the observation 
that the Andrews government will 

seen that unfortunately to the detriment 
of a number of previously unidentified 
Victorians and now public figures almost. 
Of course not only are they public figures 
but also their children are public figures 
and indeed their details are public the 
length and breadth of Victoria. So we 
have seen just this week the lengths the 
Andrews government will go to to push 
its own political fortunes.

Unfortunately this bill is another part 
of it, because the first time we heard 
about this bill was during the campaign 
for the Northcote by-election.

Mr Morris interjected.
Mr FINN — Indeed. As Mr Morris 

points out so correctly, this is not the 
only extremist legislation that was 
pushed during that Northcote by-
election; there was also the injecting 
room, which we could go on about for a 
very, very long time. This was certainly 
a part of the Andrews government’s bid 
to out-green the Greens. As we know, 
it did not work. It blew up in their face 
in a quite extraordinary fashion, and 
the seat of Northcote was lost by the 
Labor Party for the first time in I think 
80 years or more, so we saw that that did 
not work. But it did not stop them from 
trying. Here we are, with an election just 
around the corner and in the second-last 
sitting week of this year, and we have this 
legislation before us today. Of course 
this is driven by an intense hatred. Apart 
from the political opportunism of the 
government — and we could go on for 
quite some considerable time about 
that —

Mrs Peulich interjected.
Mr FINN — Indeed, we will, Mrs 

Peulich, go on for quite some time about 
that in the next Parliament. Putting aside 
the political opportunism of the Andrews 
government, this is driven by a hard left 
ideology, the sorts of which we have 
only seen in the shadier elements of the 
Socialist Left of the Labor Party in years 
gone by, back in the days perhaps when 
Bill Hartley ran the show and the federal 
Labor Party felt the need to actually step 
in and intervene in the ALP in Victoria 
to make it a little more palatable to the 
needs of various interest groups. It has 
been a while, it has to be said, since 
we have seen this level of extremism 
in any major party. We will just put the 
Greens to one side, because we know 
that they are in some sort of land of their 
own. They are in some sort of left-wing 
nirvana. I heard Dr Ratnam yesterday. 
Honestly, if I had closed my eyes and 
used just a slight amount of imagination, 
I could have sworn I was listening to 
Bernie Sanders, such was the extremist 
nonsense that she was coming out with 
then. But this is something —

Mr Rich-Phillips — Is she senile?
Mr FINN — No, I am not suggesting 

she is senile, but she is of the extreme left 
of the extreme left ilk.

Now, this government has over a 
period of four years promoted a hard-left 
ideological agenda that we have never 
seen in Victoria before. In fact I would go 
as far as saying that no government in the 
history of Australia, state or federal, has 
embarked upon an agenda that is so far 
to the left as this particular government, 
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live if private rental accommodation is 
no longer available. They cannot afford 
to buy and, as previously stated, there 
just is not the sort of accommodation 
available that we would like. There is 
neither the quantity nor the quality of 
public housing that we would like, so we 
are going to have a real problem.

There is a real issue here, and it 
comes back to what this government is 
doing in this legislation. If the Andrews 
government was actually concerned 
about the battlers and if the Andrews 
government was actually concerned 
about working people, it would not be 
pursuing this legislation and it would not 
be pursuing the agenda that it is. In fact 
it would be doing quite the opposite — it 
would be encouraging people to invest. It 
would be encouraging those who might 
be putting their money into the private 
rental market to do so. This legislation is 
most certainly not doing that.

A classic example of that is the new 
rule under this legislation that says that 
if you wish to have a pet with you in a 
private rental situation, the owner of 
the private rental property has to go to 
VCAT to stop you. That seems to me not 
only quite a ludicrous situation in terms 
of the time and the money involved for 
the owner of the property but what on 
God’s earth is that going to do to VCAT? 
VCAT is already under enormous stress 
and enormous strain. What is going to 
happen if every time somebody wants to 
bring their cat or dog with them —

Mr Rich-Phillips — A chihuahua 
named James.

Mr FINN — If you have got a 
chihuahua named James and it is yap, 
yap, yapping away, maybe this little 
chihuahua called James is capable of 
making a real mess. If you hear about this 
chihuahua called James —

Mr Rich-Phillips — Dan might want to 
bring it with him.

Mr FINN — Dan might want to bring 
a chihuahua with him, but I notice that 
Dan has actually left the chihuahua by 
himself at the minute — and without 
water, I might say. There is certainly no 
tin of Pal, I can assure you. If you are the 
owner of a property and you find out that 
Dan wants to bring his chihuahua named 
James in and you find out just how much 
of a mess this little dog is going to create, 
you are obviously not going to be keen 
on that. You know that your carpet is 
going to be destroyed. Say you are in a 
furnished unit or a semi-furnished unit, 
you know this little chihuahua called 
James is going to jump on the couch and 
jump on the chairs. It is going to chew 
on the upholstery, and it will leave a 
mess wherever it goes. Then it will look 
around and say, ‘Oh, did I do that?’. You 
are not going to be keen on racing off to 
VCAT at every opportunity. This bill is 
not good; in fact it is very bad for working 
Victorians, and I urge the house to vote 
against it.

and this legislation is a part of that. This 
legislation has been promoted by people 
who hate private property. We heard Dr 
Ratnam earlier today talking about the 
evils of private property. We heard Dr 
Ratnam earlier today talking about the 
evils of people making a dollar out of 
investments in private property, and that 
is the sort of ideology that we are dealing 
with here. I can fully appreciate that after 
the election, if the numbers fall the right 
way and the modern-day Greens — the 
post-Barber Greens, if I can call them 
that — happen to be in a position where 
they can form a coalition government 
with the Labor Party, they will work very 
well together because their ideology is 
so close. Unfortunately in this situation 
we have a situation where this hardline 
ideology, as it so often does, hurts 
working people.

I just ask people to consider the 
stampede of investors out of the private 
rental market if this legislation is passed. 
Of course anybody who is thinking 
about putting money into private rental 
in future just will not touch it, so what 
happens then? What does that do to 
the rental market? What does that do to 
the many, many thousands of people 
who are out there living in private rental 
accommodation or indeed looking for 
private rental accommodation? My 
understanding is that it is not the easiest 
thing to find. Some people are living 
in circumstances that perhaps are not 
as good as they would prefer, and that 
is something that this legislation is not 
going to help. In fact it is going to make 
it a lot, lot worse, because if investors are 
getting out of the private rental market 
and new investors are not replacing 
them, we are going to have trouble. We 
are going to have people who are actually 
not going to be able to get private rental 
accommodation turning to the public 
sector for their living circumstances, and 
we are going to see an already crowded 
public housing sector under even more 
pressure than it has been now for some 
years.

We know that the public housing 
sector is in much demand. I would be 
surprised if there were any member of 
Parliament on any side in either house 
who has not at some stage in recent 
times been called upon to approach 
the Minister for Housing, Disability and 
Ageing with representations in order 
to get a deserving case some public 
housing. What happens when so many 
of these people, no longer able to get 
private rental, are forced to seek public 
housing? The whole system will collapse 
around our ears. If the government 
thinks that is good for working people, 
you have got to wonder what planet they 
are on. You have got to wonder what 
exactly they are thinking about, because 
what we must always be on about in 
this Parliament is outcomes. We want 
the best outcomes for people, and this 
legislation will not do that.

That is something that causes me 
no end of distress, particularly as a 
representative of the western suburbs of 
Melbourne. It is of enormous concern 
to me because I see people living in 
private rental accommodation across 
the west who will not have anywhere to 

COUNCIL | Second reading
07 September 2018

Electricity Safety 
Amendment 
(Electrical 
Equipment Safety 
Scheme) Bill 2018

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
As we have heard from other speakers 
on the Electricity Safety Amendment 
(Electrical Equipment Safety Scheme) 
Bill 2018, electricity is a very, very 
important commodity, and I am sure this 
is something that will come as a huge 
shock to the Special Minister of State, 
Mr Jennings. It is a hugely important 
commodity, but not always. For example, 
last night, even without the light towers 
the Tigers lit up the MCG, and that in 
itself was something that had to be seen 
to be believed. It is just a great pity that 
I was not actually there to see it, but it is 
something that I look forward to seeing 
a repeat performance of at least a couple 
of more times this year. That is really 
something that we can all look forward 
to indeed.

I have to tell the house that I am not in 
any way, shape or form a handyman. The 
only thing handy about me might be that 
I live around the corner or something like 
that. That would be the only way that you 
would describe me as handy. I do not 
muck around with electrical wires and all 
that sort of thing, but a lot of people do. 
It is a great pity that Mr Leane is not still 
in the chamber, because he and I could 
discuss our mutual friend Dean Mighell, 
who is the former state secretary of the 
Electrical Trades Union (ETU). Dean and 
I used to be on radio together some years 
ago, and sometimes we had discussions 
about electrical safety. In fact I know he 
has appeared on a number of radio and 
television programs talking about that 
very thing.

Whilst Dean and I may have our 
differences on certain issues, in this 
particular sphere we are as one in that 
we believe safety when dealing with 
electrical appliances and when dealing 
with electrical connections is absolutely 
paramount, because all you need to 
do is have one slip-up and you are 
dead. That is the bottom line. There is 
no second chance here. Electrocution 
is probably the most effective way of 
killing somebody. I have not gone into 
that at any great length, it has to be said, 
but I would imagine that that is the 
most powerful way of killing someone. 
If you have got fat fingers, for example, 
and you are mucking around with 
electrical wires, you had better be very 
careful, because those wires bite, and 
when they bite there is no coming back. 
There is no second chance with that, as 
Jimmy Barnes has reminded us from 
time to time. So these sorts of electrical 
appliances and electrical connections 
are not to be mucked around with.
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time last week, and I could not believe 
that the things had even grown down 
there. These dirty great white windmills 
that stick out of the scenery are just a 
blight and aesthetically very unpleasant, 
and it is very unfortunate. I do not know 
what it is, but there have been a number 
of fires with these things, and to my way 
of thinking, particularly with summer 
coming up, it does not take much —

Mr Melhem interjected.
Mr FINN — Mr Melhem, it does not 

take much on a very hot day with a very 
strong wind to start a fire. My very great 
concern is that these windmills, if that 
is what they are called — turbines or 
something like that — could actually start 
a fire. That concerns me. We could have 
a situation where a major tragedy occurs 
as a result of a fire in these particular 
edifices. That does concern me very, very 
greatly.

It is extremely difficult when you think 
about it to imagine that just four years 
ago Victoria had the most reliable power 
supply of any state in Australia — now 
not so much. Now, what would have 
caused this? In my view it was — well, I 
do not think it is just my view, I think it 
is actually a fact — the criminal sabotage 
of the Hazelwood power plant and the 
fact that the Andrews government forced 
the owners of Hazelwood to close it. They 
were given no choice. They were taxed 
out of existence. Despite the fact that the 
Premier told us the day before the last 
election that there would be no new taxes 
— it was a fairly decent lie, there is no 
doubt about that — he did in fact tax the 
owners of Hazelwood out of existence. 
As a result of that we have lost up to a 
quarter of our base load.

We had during summer last year, on 
particularly warm days, some significant 
blackouts, in particular hitting, I am 
sad to say, the western suburbs of 
Melbourne. I raised those blackouts in 
the house with the minister, because 
she was quoted in the media as saying 
that they were due to a fuse blowing. I 
thought to myself, ‘If you have got three-
quarters of the western suburbs blacked 
out, that is a fairly significant fuse’. That 
is a huge fuse we are talking about there, 
and how many fuses blew? I did ask the 
minister after those comments exactly 
how many fuses we were talking about 
with regard to the blackouts that she 
had attributed to the fuses, and I am 
still waiting for a reasonable response. 
I would have thought, for somebody 
who was so quick to tell us what caused 
the blackouts in her view, that she 
would be able to back that up with the 
appropriate information. But here we are 
in September, many, many months after 
this occurred, and I am still waiting on a 
reasonable response.

With another summer not far away we 
are going to face again the same sorts 
of blackouts and quite possibly we are 
going to face worse blackouts and more 
blackouts than we did last summer. 
That is not something that should give 
any of us any joy. That is not something 
that we should be happy about at all. 
The fact of the matter is that in terms of 
reliability and supply Victoria has gone 
down the path that South Australia went 
down about a decade ago. We know what 

It is a great pity and, I suppose, a great 
irony when I say that we should not be 
mucking around with electricity that 
we have as the minister somebody who 
is mucking around with our electricity 
supply and our electricity reliability. 
If the Premier of this state was serious 
about our power supply in Victoria, he 
would not have as Minister for Energy, 
Environment and Climate Change 
the person he has. Putting her in that 
position tells all of Victoria that he is 
just not serious, because, quite frankly, 
nobody could be serious when dealing 
with this particular minister.

Mr Melhem — A fine minister.
Mr FINN — Mr Melhem says that 

Minister D’Ambrosio is a — what was it?
Mr Melhem — F-I-N-E.
Mr FINN — ‘A fine minister’. Well, I 

tell you what, he can come around to my 
place anytime he likes, because he will 
be impressed by anything. If he reckons 
Minister D’Ambrosio is a fine minister, 
then he is very easily impressed, and I 
am very happy to embrace that.

We also should be aware that with 
alternative forms of power there are 
also dangers involved, particularly with 
home solar systems and their various 
connections — and I am not, I have to 
say, an expert on this — plugging into 
the normal electricity supply. That does 
create certain dangers that people should 
be aware of. It is not uncommon for 
people to muck around with these things, 
and it is a danger that people should 
be aware of. It is something that people 
really should have in the forefront of 
their minds when they are dealing with 
this in terms of safety. I would imagine 
there are probably thousands of homes 
throughout Victoria that have solar 
panels, and we do know that there are 
times of the year when those solar panels 
are pretty useless.

I am glad Mr Leane has come back. 
Mr Leane obviously has been listening 
to my contribution in his office, Acting 
President, and I was just talking before, 
as you will recall, about a mutual friend 
of mine and Mr Leane’s, Mr Dean 
Mighell, from the ETU.

Mr Leane interjected.
Mr FINN — Mr Leane may be able to 

contribute to this debate further, perhaps 
by way of interjection, not that I would 
canvass interjections. The trouble is we 
agreed a bit too much, and no doubt 
about it that was a problem. I am sure 
Mr Leane will agree that it is good to 
see Dean Mighell pursuing the issue of 
electrical safety. As a sparky himself he 
knows what is going on, I have no doubt 
at all.

One of the issues that does concern 
me, particularly with regard to wind 
power — and there may well be 
somebody in the house who can 
enlighten me as to what can be done 
about this — is that there have been a 
number of fires in windmills. Now, I am 
not talking about windmills we used 
to have on the farm, because I grew up 
on a farm and we had windmills that 
pulled up water and that was all fine and 
dandy. I am talking about these dirty 
great huge things you can see from the 
moon. In fact I was down in Colac this 

happened in South Australia. We know 
the old joke. What did South Australia 
use before candles? Electricity. Of 
course it was! Unfortunately Victoria will 
become the butt of those sorts of jokes 
unless we do something about it now.

We have to build up our base load and 
we have to build up our power supply 
with a reliable means of power. It is 
nonsense to say that we are going to put 
all our eggs in one basket. It is nonsense 
to say that we are going to put all our eggs 
in solar or we are going to put all our eggs 
in wind power, because some days the 
sun does not shine, some days the wind 
does not blow and some days you may 
not have either. On those particularly 
cold days where there is no sun and there 
is no wind, there is just a bitterly cold 
atmosphere that gets into your bones. 
We all know the sorts of days that I am 
referring to. There is no way that you can 
rely on either wind or solar energy to 
keep you warm on those days.

Mr Leane interjected.
Mr FINN — Some of us might be able 

to get around. Mr Leane should have a 
chat to Dean Mighell about this, because 
he would know what he is talking about. 
The fact of the matter is that there are 
going to be a lot of people suffering 
this summer and indeed in following 
winters as a result of the unreliability 
of our power supply in this state. It is a 
huge issue, and I am very pleased that 
opposition leader Matthew Guy and 
the shadow minister, David Southwick, 
are tackling this issue head on. They are 
going to be dealing with this in a very 
real, very genuine way to provide for 
the future and to provide for Victoria’s 
needs in decades to come. I think it is 
extremely important that that happens. 
It is a great, great pity that the Andrews 
Labor government refuses to do that, but 
I look forward to the Guy government 
doing just that after 24 November, and 
I am sure that Victorians will welcome 
that too.

COUNCIL | Questions without notice
07 September 2018

Electorate office 
staff

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
am loath to disappoint Minister Jennings, 
but my question is to the Minister for 
Families and Children. Minister, you 
were quoted in the Ombudsman’s 
report on the red shirts rorts affair and 
subsequently confirmed in the Privileges 
Committee inquiry that you presigned 
time sheets for your electorate officer-
cum-field organiser, so I ask: have 
you been contacted or interviewed by 
Victoria Police in relation to their fraud 
and extortion squad investigation into 
Labor’s red shirts rorts scandal yet, and if 
so, when?
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and surrounds. It is already an issue, 
but it is going to be a major issue in the 
years ahead. I would suggest that the 
minister get on top of this now, and I ask 
him to direct VicRoads to provide the 
appropriate upgrade to Duncans Road 
and ensure that local residents and also 
those who are visiting the area are able 
to travel safely and efficiently on that 
particular road.

COUNCIL | Members statements
18 September 2018

Autism funding
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — It 

has been one of the great honours of my 
life to be appointed by Liberal leader 
Matthew Guy as Victoria’s first shadow 
assistant minister for autism spectrum 
disorder. For three and a half years it has 
been a joy to travel from one end of this 
state to the other, meeting with groups, 
families and individuals all impacted 
by autism in some way. I have met 
some truly amazing people. Some days 
I cried with them; other days I was so 
exhilarated by what I saw and heard that 
I felt I could fly. By any measure it has 
been an emotional roller-coaster ride.

Yesterday was the culmination of those 
meetings, with Mr Guy releasing the 
Liberal-Nationals policy on autism. The 
policy contains some very worthwhile 
proposals, and I look forward to being 
in a position by year’s end to put these 
much-needed changes into action. 
A $50 million package is certainly 
nothing to sneeze at. I was particularly 
pleased by the endorsement of some 
very prominent Victorians who spend 
most of their lives working to improve 
the lives of families with autism. I was 
delighted that the CEO of Amaze, Fiona 
Sharkey; the founder and director of 
Spectrum Journeys, Kate Johnson; and 
Doug Scobie, the manager of the Olga 
Tennison Autism Research Centre at La 
Trobe University, not only supported the 
policy but actually took the time to be at 
the launch to show that support.

Families with autism deserve a fair 
go. They have been ignored for far too 
long. I am hopeful that yesterday was 
the beginning of a revolution for these 
families, and I very much look forward to 
being in the vanguard of the revolution 
for many years to come.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
18 September 2018

Point Cook police 
station

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Police. On 21 August of 
this year I asked the minister when 
she expected a police station to be 
operational in Point Cook. Despite it 
being a particularly direct question, the 
minister chose to give a far from direct 
answer. Indeed the minister chose not 
to answer the question at all. The Point 

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
07 September 2018

Western suburbs 
growth plan

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
Premier. Premier, growth in Melbourne’s 
west is continuing at a gallop. One only 
needs to travel to the municipalities of 
Wyndham, Hume and Melton to see 
they are centres of population growth 
and are set to remain so for decades to 
come. Infrastructure, health, education 
and policing are under extraordinary 
pressure in many parts of the west, and 
no action seems to be on the horizon to 
change this appalling situation. I ask: 
has the Premier given any consideration 
to instituting a west-specific plan to 
overcome this neglect?

COUNCIL | Adjournment
07 September 2018

Duncans Road, 
Werribee

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I wish to raise this evening an 
adjournment matter for the Minister for 
Roads and Road Safety. I have previously 
raised with him the need for a diamond 
interchange at Duncans Road, Werribee. 
I want to make it very, very clear that the 
issue that I wish to raise with him tonight 
is not that; it is not that at all. That is 
certainly still very much on the agenda, 
but what we are very keen to do — and I 
noticed that there have been a number 
of calls for this in local newspapers 
this week — and what we need is an 
urgent upgrade of Duncans Road. It is 
interesting that Ms Mikakos is in the 
chamber; she would be well aware of 
Duncans Road because it is near where 
her youth prison was going to be.

In fact it is an area which leads to 
Wyndham Harbour, which is a new 
development in Werribee and a very, 
very exciting development in Werribee. 
Naturally, as happens with these new 
developments, it is going to bring a lot 
of traffic and a lot of cars, and Duncans 
Road is really going to struggle with 
the amount of traffic that it will have to 
carry. Werribee South is also at the end 
of Duncans Road. Werribee South is, I 
suppose, somewhat of a hidden jewel in 
the western suburbs but more and more 
it is becoming an unhidden jewel, so that 
too is leading to much more traffic, to 
greater numbers of cars heading down to 
Werribee South.

Clearly there is a need for an upgrade, 
and I would suggest not just an upgrade 
but a significant upgrade to Duncans 
Road, because we are going to be 
struggling to cope with residential traffic 
as well as the tourism traffic which will 
be going to Wyndham Harbour, as I said, 
Werribee South and also the tourism 
precinct of Werribee — the Werribee 
zoo, Werribee Mansion, Werribee Park 

Cook community deserves a police 
station. Concern in Point Cook on this 
matter has been at boiling point for quite 
some time. I ask again: when does the 
minister expect a police station to be 
operational in Point Cook?

COUNCIL | Second reading
18 September 2018

Justice Legislation 
Miscellaneous 
Amendment Bill 
2018

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
The Justice Legislation Miscellaneous 
Amendment Bill 2018 reflects the 
government’s attitude to law and order 
in this state — it is weak. That is why we 
have a law and order crisis in this state — 
because the government does not regard 
law and order as an important issue. The 
government does not regard keeping 
the criminal elements in this state under 
control as being an important issue. 
This Andrews Socialist Left government 
does not believe that protecting the 
community is important, and that is 
why we have a law and order crisis in 
this state. That is reflected by this bill, 
because this bill is weak. It goes nowhere 
near where it should go. It is a start, but 
it is slightly beyond a start. It does not go 
much further than a start.

Quite frankly there are a lot of people 
in this state who have had a gutful of 
this government. They have had enough 
of a government that does not care 
about the personal safety of Victorians. 
I know many in my electorate — I am 
particularly thinking of people around 
Tarneit, Werribee, Caroline Springs, 
Taylors Hill and even into Sunbury 
and Essendon — who are very, very 
concerned that we have a government 
that just has no interest in protecting 
them, a government that knows what is 
going on and sees what is going on but 
does not want to actually do anything to 
stop it. They see the gangs, they see the 
violence, they see the carjackings, they 
see the home invasions and they see 
the robberies of stores where gangs just 
walk in and take whatever they want and 
nobody can stop them. They see all that. 
The government sees all that, and what 
does it do? Very, very little to stop it. It is 
a case of, ‘Let’s look the other way, and 
hopefully nobody else will notice either’.

I have got to tell the house and indeed 
the government that the people of 
Victoria have noticed. They have been 
noticing now for the past almost four 
years. Whilst this law and order crisis 
has been running rampant throughout 
our state, yes, the people of Victoria, who 
it effects, have noticed. They have seen 
what is going on and they have seen the 
lack of action from a government that 
seems committed to doing precious little 
to protect people in the community. We 
have seen that in the youth justice area.
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fact a lot of people have been asking that 
same question for some years.

Mr Morris interjected.
Mr FINN — More than four years, Mr 

Morris. They have been asking for some 
years, ‘Where are these jokers? Where 
have they gone? They’re certainly not 
representing us’. That is what the people 
of Werribee and Altona make the point 
of raising continually. We are going to 
see a very, very interesting situation in 
November this year. I think Mr Pallas at 
least is very worried. I know he is very 
worried, and I think he has got —

Mr Morris interjected.
Mr FINN — No, he does not live there, 

and nor does Ms Hennessy, but that is 
just the Labor way; that is what we would 
expect. You would not expect a Labor MP 
to live in their own electorate.

Mr O’Donohue — What about Telmo?
Mr FINN — We are not sure where 

Telmo lived.
Mr Morris — What about Don?
Mr FINN — Donny? He lived down 

at the beach. Look, I like the beach, but 
I have always said if I wanted to live at 
the beach, I would represent the beach 
— but that is just me. To get back to the 
point of Ms Mikakos and the Werribee 
South debacle, some 7000 or 8000 people 
gathered in the middle of Werribee —

Ms Mikakos — On a point of order, 
Acting President —

Mr FINN — I can understand why Ms 
Mikakos wants to shut this down.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Ramsay) 
— Mr Finn, there is a point of order.

Ms Mikakos — On a point of order, 
Acting President, Mr Finn is very prone 
to delivering the same speech every 
sitting week, but I do point out that this is 
a bill about emergency services workers. 
I have been listening to Mr Finn now for 
a few minutes. I have not heard a single 
thing about the bill —

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Ramsay) 
— Thank you, Ms Mikakos.

Mr FINN — On the point of order, 
Acting President, clearly the minister 
has not read the bill, because this is an 
omnibus bill which covers a whole —

Ms Mikakos — You just want to waste 
time. You’re just filibustering.

Mr FINN — If she had been listening, 
she would know that.

Ms Mikakos interjected.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr 

Ramsay) — Thank you, Ms Mikakos. I do 
not uphold the point of order from Ms 
Mikakos and I do not uphold the point 
of order from Mr Finn. Ms Mikakos, it is 
actually a quite extensive omnibus bill. It 
has all sorts of moving parts in it, which 
Mr Finn, I am sure, is going to refer to 
very shortly.

Mr FINN — I am certainly happy to 
do that and to continue to refer to those 
matters. I just raised that as an example 
of the debacle that youth justice has 
become in this state under Ms Mikakos 
—

An honourable member — Chaos.
Mr FINN — Total chaos. It is a debacle. 

If it was not so serious, you would say it 
was a joke, but nobody is laughing — or 
perhaps some of the inmates are, the 

This bill is a bit of a dog’s breakfast of 
a bill, it has to be said. It covers a whole 
range of totally unrelated matters. I 
suppose it was put together by people 
who really did not have much to do. 
There is a bit chopped off here and a bit 
chopped off there, and then they put it 
all together. It is a bit like that pie which 
is made up of all the leftovers. The name 
of it will come to me. That is what this 
legislation is like — all the leftovers put 
together. That is where we got this bill. 
It covers just about everything known to 
man.

I noticed that it amends the Children, 
Youth and Families Act 2005. Whilst 
discussing that, it is probably important 
at this point in time that we reflect upon 
what has happened in youth justice in 
this state over the past four years under 
the ministerial maladministration of 
Jenny Mikakos. You would have to say 
she has been an unmitigated disaster as 
a minister — a total absolute disaster as 
a minister. We have seen riots. We have 
seen escapes. We have seen youth justice 
facilities taken over by the inmates. And 
what did the minister do? She sent in 
the pizzas. That is what she did. Here 
we have a situation where we need 
strength in leadership. We need strength 
in law enforcement. But what did we get 
instead? We got Coke, and we got pizzas.

Ms Mikakos — You’re giving the same 
speech.

Mr FINN — Ms Mikakos says it is same 
speech. That is because she keeps doing 
the same things. You would reckon after 
four years of failure she might actually 
catch on that perhaps she might try 
something else. I would do that myself, 
but she is obviously a bit slow on the 
uptake. Here we have a situation where 
a minister has handled her portfolio so 
poorly that even the inmates know that 
she is a joke.

I know Ms Mikakos is going to say to 
me, ‘Talk about something else’. I have 
no doubt she will say that, because I 
am going to talk about what happened 
down at Werribee South a few years 
ago. You might remember Werribee 
South. It was where Ms Mikakos decided 
she was going to put a high-security 
youth detention centre down near the 
market gardens, near the tourist area of 
Werribee. It is a very impressive tourist 
area, with the zoo, Werribee manor, the 
golf course, the equestrian centre and the 
rose garden. People come from all over 
the world to visit Werribee just to see 
those things, but Ms Mikakos decided 
that what Werribee South needed more 
than anything else was a high-security 
youth prison. The minister may have 
thought that, but guess what? The people 
of Werribee had other ideas, and not just 
the people of Werribee but the people of 
Point Cook as well. They had other ideas.

Mr Morris — Do we know what the 
local member thought?

Mr FINN — I do not know what the 
local member thought because we could 
not actually find him. We could not find 
Mr Pallas, and we could not find Ms 
Hennessy, who of course is the member 
for Altona, which covers Point Cook. We 
did not know where they had gone. In 

ones on the roof with the Coke and the 
pizzas. They think it is very funny indeed.

Moving on to the emergency workers 
section of this bill, again this bill does not 
go anywhere near where it should. It is, 
again, weak. It reflects this government’s 
attitude not just to law and order but 
indeed to emergency services workers, 
particularly police officers. The Labor 
Party has long had no respect for our 
police. The Labor Party has long had no 
desire to do the right thing by our police. 
Here we have this legislation. Anyone 
who assaults a police officer should go 
to jail. Would you have to be a Rhodes 
scholar to work that out? It is so simple 
even I can understand it. Anybody who 
takes the law into their own hands to 
the extent of assaulting a police officer 
should — must — get a custodial 
sentence.

Assaulting a police officer is a 
much more serious offence than just 
assaulting a human being, which is a 
serious offence in itself. It is an assault 
on our system; it is an assault on the 
state, because the police are the people 
charged by this Parliament with the 
authority to protect each and every 
Victorian. They go about their job every 
day, and they do a great job — when 
police command will let them — out 
there on our streets protecting us. If 
anybody jumps in and says, ‘We are 
going to prevent those police officers 
from doing their job and we are going 
to use violence in order to do that’, then 
they should go to jail. It is a pretty simple 
proposition, but unfortunately, despite 
what the government has said to various 
unions around the place in years gone 
by, this legislation does not specify that.

We have seen situations where 
paramedics and firefighters also have 
been victims of violence. Quite frankly I 
do not understand how anybody could 
assault a paramedic or a fiery who is 
doing their job — again, protecting the 
community — although with the drug 
surge that we have in this state, some of 
the dreadful drugs like ice send people 
troppo, and there are a few examples 
around here I could talk about. It is 
something that we as a Parliament and 
we as a community must take very, 
very seriously indeed. We must fully 
protect police officers, we must fully 
protect paramedics, we must fully 
protect ambulance officers, and indeed 
any emergency services worker going 
about their duty must be fully protected. 
Unfortunately this government does not 
seem to understand that, and I do not 
know why. I think it goes deep into their 
philosophical objection to authority 
or something similar, but they do not 
understand that, and I think that is a 
very, very sad thing indeed.

The opposition is not opposing the bill, 
and I commend Dr Carling-Jenkins for 
her amendment, which I think is a very 
good one. We will not be opposing this 
bill. We wish it was a lot more effective, 
but as things stand it covers some ground 
towards restoring equilibrium in our law 
and order system, so on that basis we will 
not oppose the legislation.
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to a most interesting couple of years 
and a very, very worthwhile report. I 
want to congratulate the chair at the 
time, Maree Edwards; the deputy chair, 
Cindy McLeish; Paul Edbrooke, who is 
currently the chair; Chris Couzens from 
Geelong; Emma Kealy from Lowan; 
Roma Britnell from South-West Coast; 
and Suzanna Sheed from Shepparton, 
who all participated in this inquiry and 
did a particularly good job.

One of the first questions that is asked 
in this report is: what is autism? I have to 
say that is a question that is often asked 
by parents who have a newly diagnosed 
child. What is autism? I have a 17-year-
old son with profound autism, and I 
have to say that when he was diagnosed 
some 15 years ago I had heard of autism 
but I did not know what it was, I did not 
know anything about it and I was given 
a brochure and told to go home and 
work it out myself. That is not the ideal 
situation.

So it was my very great pleasure this 
week to announce, along with Mr Guy, 
the Leader of the Opposition in the other 
place, that if elected in November we 
will provide a $2.4 million grant to the 
peak autism body, Amaze, to expand 
their autism helpline so that it is open 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. There 
is an assumption sometimes that these 
problems occur during the day and that 
you can ring a doctor or you can ring 
somebody during those business hours. 
It is not the case. Normally the height 
of anxiety and the really difficult times 
occur very late at night or even during 
the night. When a child refuses to sleep 
it is very, very difficult indeed, so I think 
that the money that we will put into this 
helpline, if we are elected in November, 
will be very, very good indeed.

Living with autism is a struggle, and 
a lot of people have wondered over 
the years, particularly in recent years, 
how they can make a contribution to 
making life a lot easier for people with 
autism. I am delighted to say that, having 
taken all that into consideration, the 
Guy government will set up a Premier’s 
autism advisory council, which will 
involve representatives of various people 
in the autism community, whether 
they be carers, educators or people 
with autism themselves — people who 
actually know what they are talking 
about. They will be able to communicate 
with government at the very highest 
levels. That is something that I am 
particularly excited about, and that is 
a first for Victoria and something that I 
think is going to be a winner as well.

Flexibility of course is extremely 
important in the education of children 
with autism. To try and put any child 
in a box is difficult enough; to try and 
put a child with autism into a box is 
impossible. Unfortunately our education 
system has not recognised that and has 
not understood that. The system has to 
change to enable those children to get a 
proper education, and I look forward to 
that happening.

The support for small groups right 
throughout the state — country and 
city — is that we as a government will be 
providing $500 000 over the four years 
to support these groups as a part of the 

COUNCIL | Adjournment
18 September 2018

Ballarat Road, 
Albion, traffic 
lights

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
Following the minister’s response to my 
previous question, I would like him now 
to officially confirm that the Andrews 
government has washed its hands of the 
promotion of tourism destinations in 
Victoria.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
19 September 2018

Footscray 
Hospital

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
My constituency question is directed 
to the Minister for Health. The physical 
state of the Footscray Hospital is a 
disgrace. The buildings are pushing 
Third World standards. It is an outrage 
that any health facility could be in 
such an appalling condition in a 
First World country. Despite the best 
efforts of doctors and nurses, who are 
doing an extraordinary job under the 
circumstances, health outcomes for my 
constituents are clearly being impacted 
in a deleterious manner. Minister, when 
will the Andrews government start work 
on the new Footscray Hospital?

COUNCIL | Statements on reports
and papers, 19 September 2018

Family and 
Community 
Development 
Committee: 
services for people 
with autism 
spectrum disorder

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I rise this afternoon to speak on the 
Family and Community Development 
Committee report into the inquiry 
into services for people with autism 
spectrum disorder of June 2017. This is 
a substantial document and one that I 
helped put together as a member of that 
committee. It was a great honour to be 
involved in this particular investigation, 
and at the very beginning I want to 
congratulate Ms Wooldridge, who 
was the person who proposed that the 
Family and Community Development 
Committee investigate autism. It led 

autism support group fund. So I think 
that is also going to be very, very helpful 
for groups normally run by parents of 
children with autism. It will be a very, 
very good thing indeed and very helpful 
for the community.

COUNCIL | Adjournment
19 September 2018

Footscray 
Hospital

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I wish to raise this evening on the 
adjournment a matter for the Minister 
for Health. I do not know if the minister 
has visited Footscray Hospital of late, but 
I can assure her, even if she has not, that 
it is in a disgraceful physical condition. It 
is old, it is falling down, it is decrepit and 
it is everything that you would not want 
a hospital to be. It is, as I say, a disgrace. 
Years ago it should have been ripped 
down and rebuilt, and it is a blight on this 
state that it remains in the condition — 
and deteriorating, I might say — that it is 
to this day.

I was absolutely staggered this 
morning to learn that there are reports 
that medicos at the hospital are worried 
that any plans for the rebuilding of the 
Footscray Hospital will be put on hold, 
that it just will not happen and that 
the money that might be allocated for 
the Footscray Hospital rebuild will be 
directed to, perhaps, marginal seats 
where votes are more important than the 
health of the people of Footscray.

We know that Footscray is not a 
marginal seat. We know that people in 
Footscray have voted Labor for many a 
long year, but let me tell you that Labor 
voters need health care too, and I am 
sure there will be a good number of 
people in Footscray who will see the 
irony of a Liberal MP getting up and 
defending the right of Labor voters to be 
looked after in a decent hospital. I am 
doing that because no Labor MP will. 
No local representative of the people of 
Footscray will get up and defend their 
right to have a decent hospital. It is 
despicable that this situation exists, and 
I am very, very hopeful that we might 
be able to turn this around after the 
election, with the election of the Matthew 
Guy government.

I am asking the minister to do one 
thing before the government goes into 
caretaker mode. I am asking the minister 
to announce the date on which the 
rebuild will begin. It is a very simple 
request. I just want to know, and it is not 
just me. I am asking this on behalf of tens 
if not hundreds of thousands of people 
throughout the western suburbs: when 
does the government intend to start the 
rebuild of the Footscray Hospital? I have 
said this on a number of occasions over 
the time that I have been in this house, 
and I will say it again now: it is time for 
this thing to be built. It is time for this 
hospital to be brought up to a decent and 
manageable stage.
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opposition leader — was interviewed out 
the front here on the steps of Parliament. 
We are all very familiar with the scenario. 
He was being interviewed by Peter 
Mitchell on Channel 7 news. We are all 
very familiar with Peter Mitchell as well, 
and Jane Bunn. She does a marvellous 
job on Channel 7 news, I have to say.

Mr Ondarchie — Why?
Mr FINN — She does; I think she 

is good. Mr Mitchell asked our future 
Premier at that time, ‘Can you guarantee 
that there will be no new taxes or 
increased taxes under your government?’, 
to which Mr Andrews looked down the 
barrel of the camera and said solemnly, ‘I 
can promise that to every Victorian’.

Ms Fitzherbert interjected.
Mr FINN — I want to take up the 

interjection from Ms Fitzherbert, 
because she makes a very good point. 
She said, ‘He lied’. Yes, he did. He did 
not just lie, he lied to every Victorian. 
He took it upon himself to mislead every 
Victorian voter. They went to the polls 
under the impression that he would not 
introduce any new taxes or that he would 
not increase any taxes. Of course they 
were acting under a false impression that 
had been deliberately given to them by 
somebody who has a fair bit of trouble 
with the truth, let us be honest. This 
government, the Andrews government, 
has shown itself to be fairly free and easy 
with the truth, and it has shown itself 
to be very, very unfamiliar with doing 
the right thing. We have seen that in the 
red shirts rorts affair and we have seen 
that on a number of occasions where 
they have gone out of their way to rip off 
Victorians. Well, they are at it again.

This legislation is, again, a part of the 
great Labor lie of 2014. I see Mr Gepp 
over there, and Mr Gepp has probably 
got a bit of interest in this legislation, 
because he may have had a dollar or two 
on the Tigers tomorrow night, and that 
would be a fair and reasonable thing.

Mr Gepp interjected.
Mr FINN — I think it is about $1.05 

or something; I do not know what it is. 
Mr Gepp may well have a dollar on the 
Tigers tomorrow night, so he may well 
have an interest in this particular matter. 
The fact of the matter is this legislation 
is a part of the great Andrews lie of 
2014 that is still affecting us in 2018 and 
beyond — although I have to say I am 
looking forward to the Guy government 
repealing some of the legislation that 
has gone through since 2014. I am very 
much looking forward to that. If I was 
to ask for a job in the Guy government, 
it would be one with a red biro. I would 
just sit down and put red lines through 
copious documents — in fact there is a 
fair chance I would put red lines through 
80 000 documents. That is an interesting 
number. There is another example of 
the Andrews government doing over 
Victorians.

Mr Morris interjected.
Mr FINN — ‘Whatever it takes’ — 

Richo said that, didn’t he? Graham 
Richardson said, ‘Whatever it takes’. 
It was a different faction but the same 
attitude: the end justifies the means. 
As long as they stay on top and as long 
as they win they reckon they can do 

COUNCIL | Petitions
20 September 2018

VicRoads 
Sunshine office

To the Legislative Council of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the 
state of Victoria draws to the attention 
of the Legislative Council the state 
government of Victoria’s decision to 
discontinue licence testing from the 
VicRoads Sunshine office.

The petitioners therefore request that 
the state government of Victoria reverse 
its decision to discontinue the licence 
testing centre/service of the north west 
metropolitan VicRoads office, Ballarat 
Road, Sunshine, given the adverse 
impact on Brimbank residents and 
businesses and relocate the centre 
within Brimbank.

By Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
(1727 signatures).

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
20 September 2018

Bulla bypass
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— My constituency question is to 
the Minister for Planning. I have on a 
number of occasions asked the minister 
and his colleague the Minister for 
Roads and Road Safety about the Bulla 
bypass. These two ministers have shown 
the sorts of handballing skills on this 
issue that we might expect to see at the 
MCG tomorrow night. Meanwhile, the 
people of Sunbury await the Andrews 
government to stop its dithering and 
indecision of the past four years on this 
matter. I ask the minister how far his 
investigation into the Bulla bypass has 
progressed, and when can we expect his 
final decision to be delivered?

COUNCIL | Second reading
20 September 2018

Gambling 
Regulation 
Amendment 
(Wagering and 
Betting) Bill 2018

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
rise to speak on the Gambling Regulation 
Amendment (Wagering and Betting) Bill 
2018. I am a bit perplexed, I have to say. 
I was discussing this with a colleague a 
little earlier today. We were discussing 
how this was actually introducing a new 
tax on Victorians, to which she said to 
me, ‘But it’s a good tax’. Now, I have to ask 
the question: is there any such thing as 
a good tax, particularly a new tax? As we 
know, the Premier of the state, on the day 
before the last election — his last day as 

whatever they like — as long as they 
get away with it. On this occasion they 
have not gotten away with it. It is a bit 
like a thief that is caught in the act or a 
bank robber that robs a bank next to a 
police station or something. That is what 
this government has done. It is not very 
bright and it is not very clever, but it has 
unfortunately been successful in robbing 
the people of Victoria blind on a number 
of occasions. And here we have this 
legislation today, as I say, that is a further 
part of the broken promise that Daniel 
Andrews fed the people of Victoria before 
the last election.

I can only say to the people of Victoria 
that they should remember that promise 
about no new taxes and no increased 
taxes; they should remember that before 
they vote in November this year. They 
should remember that, and they should 
also remember that this bloke, this 
Premier of Victoria, cannot be trusted. 
You cannot believe a word he says. You 
cannot trust him. I think that whether 
people vote early or on 24 November or 
even with a postal vote, if they fill out 
their ballot paper with that attitude they 
cannot go wrong. If they go there with the 
knowledge that Daniel Andrews cannot 
be trusted and cannot be believed, then 
they probably will not go too far astray.

It has to be said that Aussies love a bet. 
It is a part —

Mr Gepp — Labor is $1.68.
Mr FINN — Is it $1.68? Really? Okay. 

Well, keep putting the money on.
Mr Gepp — For the coalition, $2.20.
Mr FINN — I am glad that Mr Gepp 

is throwing odds around over there. 
I remember back to 1999 and that 
infamous election campaign when Jeff 
Kennett was unbackable; you could not 
put money on him. He was in fact such a 
popular Premier that you could not find 
anybody anywhere who would suggest 
that he would lose. In fact in my own 
seat — it was then the Assembly seat of 
Tullamarine — the polls showed that I 
was double digits in front.

Mr Gepp — What happened, Tiger?
Mr FINN — That is very good question, 

and I think there are still a lot of people 
asking what happened. I make that point 
to illustrate that just because you might 
be looking good in the polls or in the 
odds, it does not mean you are home 
— not at all. If you want to go back even 
further to 1972, which was my first grand 
final — I was 11 years of age and I went to 
my first grand final between Richmond 
and Carlton — Richmond at that point 
was unbackable. We had beaten Carlton 
three times that year and we were going 
very, very nicely indeed. We went into 
the grand final, we were beaten by about 
five or six goals from memory and we did 
not get a look in all day. You just cannot 
worry about odds or anything like that, 
Mr Gepp. Mr Gepp should not worry 
about that, because things happen and 
things can change dramatically.

Mr Morris — Events can happen.
Mr FINN — Events can happen. 

Indeed, it may well be that a number 
of ministers of the Crown, maybe the 
Premier, might get the knock on the door 
and be handed a questionnaire. I do not 
know whether it would be by a police 
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the tax in this bill is most certainly not a 
good tax.

COUNCIL | Second reading
20 September 2018

Treasury 
and Finance 
Legislation 
Amendment Bill 
2018
Debate on Opposition motion that debate 
on this bill be adjourned to later this day

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I had no intention of speaking on 
this motion until such time as I heard 
Ms Shing, and what an extraordinary 
performance that was. We can certainly 
understand why she is number two 
after that little episode. But I think we 
really have to consider, in supporting 
Mr Rich-Phillips’s motion, the situation 
that we find ourselves in. In an attempt 
to sledge the opposition — and in 
particular the Leader of the Opposition, 
Mr Guy — a minister of the Andrews 
Labor government has in fact attempted 
to bring this house into disrepute. That is 
what has occurred. This is not what the 
Labor Party has said about the Liberal 
Party; this is what the government has 
said about the upper house. The upper 
house has a very responsible role to 
play in this Parliament, and I know, 
President, you have been very outspoken 
on a number of occasions, both inside 
and outside this house, on that role. We 
need to ensure that the people in the 
community know that we are acting 
responsibly in bringing that job that we 
have to fruition. What has occurred as a 
result of this extraordinary attack from 
Minister Hutchins is, well, to begin with 
—

Ms Crozier — She should apologise.
Mr FINN — Yes, she should apologise, 

but I think there is about as much chance 
of that happening as there is of me 
barracking for Collingwood tomorrow 
night. That is just not going to happen. 
We do not expect apologies from the 
other side at all, but certainly an apology 
is warranted — not to the Liberal Party, 
not to Mr Guy, not to anybody on this 
side of the house, but indeed to the 
Legislative Council as a whole because, 
as I said, what has occurred here is an 
attack on the processes of the upper 
house, and that is something that we 
should be very concerned about.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr FINN — Calm down. You will have 

kittens.
Ms Mikakos — You don’t want to be 

here tomorrow because you’re going to 
the football.

Mr FINN — You should have a pizza 
and a Coke and calm down. Just relax. Up 
on the roof with you.

officer or a process server, but whoever 
it is, they might be forced to fill in a 
questionnaire declaring whether they are 
crooks or not. If that were to happen and 
charges were to be laid, for example, that 
would change the odds as to who is going 
to win the next election enormously. I 
think we all understand that.

Mr Gepp — Take us back to 1999.
Mr FINN — I am sorry, I cannot go 

back any further. I would love to go back 
to 1967, but I cannot remember it. I have 
seen that tremendous mark from Royce 
Hart many times, but I cannot actually 
remember it myself.

As I said, you could not get money 
on the former Premier, but he still lost, 
and that just illustrates what I have said: 
‘Do not go the early crow’. As I said to a 
number of my friends from Adelaide last 
year, ‘Do not go the early crow’. We know 
what happens to crows when they do 
that. They are stuffed; that is basically it.

I am not a huge gambler, it has to be 
said. I do not mind a bet from time to 
time. In fact I think it is not a bad thing at 
all, if people like a bet. That is not a bad 
thing as long as you can control yourself, 
you know how much you are betting and 
you can do it responsibly. I do not see 
anything wrong with people having a 
bet at all. I have to say that my day at the 
races, as rare as that might be, is more 
about the social side. One of my favourite 
racecourses is Flemington, which is just 
across the road — just across the river in 
fact — from my electorate —

Mr Ondarchie — In my electorate.
Mr FINN — In Mr Ondarchie’s 

electorate, yes, but just over the river 
from mine. There is a spot there that I am 
very fond of. It is called the Champagne 
Bar. I have spent many a pleasant 
Melbourne Cup Day there.

Mr Gepp interjected.
Mr FINN — No, don’t be silly. I go 

out and I visit the bookies. They take 
my money off me, and I never see it 
again. That is my day at the races, but 
you go there with a certain amount of 
money that you are prepared to lose. 
If you happen to win, you know that it 
is nothing short of a miracle, but it is a 
bonus, and that is a very good thing. It is 
very much a part of the Aussie ethos — a 
day at the races with a couple of bets. 
Of course racing, as we know, is a huge 
contributor to the Victorian economy 
and indeed to the Australian economy, 
but particularly to the Victorian 
economy. It is a huge money-spinner 
for the government but also for private 
businesses — for hotels, for restaurants, 
for hire-car companies, for taxis or Ubers 
I suppose these days — and a whole 
range of people really live off the sheep’s 
back when it comes to racing.

Mr Morris interjected.
Mr FINN — Indeed, the horse’s back, 

thank you, Mr Morris. When it comes to 
the racing industry, they make a good 
deal out of that — and good luck to them.

To get back to this legislation, which 
introduces a new tax, I go back to the 
point that I made right at the very 
beginning about the suggestion that this 
a good tax. My view is very strongly that 
there is no such thing as a good tax, and 

That is why I support the motion 
moved by Mr Rich-Phillips. I think the 
points that Mr Rich-Phillips made were 
very, very good ones. We seem to have 
some conflict, at the very least confusion, 
between members of the government 
in this house and members of the 
government in the other house, and at 
the very least as a Legislative Council we 
should seek to clarify exactly what the 
government’s intentions are, because we 
have some members of the government 
in this house saying their priorities are 
one thing, we have other members in the 
other house saying that their priorities 
are something else, and that clearly is 
going to lead to confusion. That is clearly 
going to —

Mr Dalidakis — Ask me to withdraw: 
you are a liar.

Mr FINN — I think Sir Les has been in 
the bar for far too long.

The PRESIDENT — Order! Mr 
Dalidakis, I ask you to withdraw.

Mr Dalidakis — For you, President, I 
will. As for you, Mr Finn, there is a special 
place in hell for you.

Mr FINN — If there is a special place in 
hell for me, it is probably sitting next to 
him, as indeed it would be for anybody 
else, I would suggest. The fact of the 
matter is that we are debating a very 
important point of principle here as to 
the role of the upper house.

Mr Dalidakis interjected.
Mr FINN — President, can I suggest 

that you suggest to Mr Dalidakis he goes 
back to the bar — and I am not talking 
about the Supreme Court. I think that 
as an upper house we need to defend 
our position. We cannot expect the 
community to have respect for what we 
do in here if we stand by and allow senior 
members of the government to portray 
us as doing something that indeed we are 
not responsible for, so —

The PRESIDENT — Order! Thank you, 
Mr Finn. We have reached the end of the 
period for the debate on the procedural 
motion. Mr Rich-Phillips gets a 2-minute 
right of reply.

COUNCIL | Second reading
20 September 2018

Treasury 
and Finance 
Legislation 
Amendment Bill 
2018

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
thank the minister for giving me the 
opportunity to speak on this particular 
legislation, which I think is a very 
far-reaching piece of legislation and a 
very important piece of legislation. It is 
another omnibus bill that we have across 
our desks this week. This bill amends the 
Transport Accident Act 1986 to clarify 
the intent of the act, to increase benefits 
for claimants and family members, and 
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great mysteries of life and one of those 
things that you look at and say, ‘Is there 
any justice?’. As I say, when there are no 
grandparents on the scene, you do miss 
them enormously. There are no two ways 
about that.

The Transport Accident Act 1986 is 
a very significant act because we see a 
good deal of money collected via our 
registration fees and associated fees 
every year. We pay a lot of money in 
rego in this state and a good proportion 
of it goes into the Transport Accident 
Commission (TAC), so any legislation 
dealing with the TAC is something that 
really should be taken very seriously 
because it is something that does affect 
almost every Victorian in one way 
or another. Of course it affects quite 
significantly those who have been 
involved in motor vehicle accidents, 
particularly those who have been 
seriously injured in motor vehicle 
accidents.

This legislation does amend the 
Transport Accident Act 1986 to increase 
the family travel and accommodation 
expenses for family members visiting an 
injured person in hospital. I know Mr 
Morris spoke about people in Horsham, 
Warrnambool, Hamilton and places 
down in the Western District, in his 
electorate, coming to Melbourne. Of 
course we love to drive — we love to 
travel — in this day and age, and there 
are a good number of people who have 
prangs, sometimes very serious ones, in 
the country, and they end up in country 
hospitals. So you have got people in 
Melbourne as well who would perhaps 
take advantage of these expanded 
expense allowances for them to go and 
visit their loved ones in the country.

This is particularly so with some of the 
country roads. I have had the misfortune 
to drive on a number of country roads 
of late, and you would have to say they 
are not flash. I have almost come to grief 
myself once in hitting a pothole, and you 
can see where the danger lies — where 
somebody not used to driving in the 
country could find themselves in more 
than a little bit of strife if they are not 
wary, if they are not full bottle, on what to 
expect in the country. As somebody who 
grew up in the country, as I did, I am very 
much aware of what to keep an eye out 
for, but I have to express at the same time 
my disappointment at the state of many 
of the country roads that we have in this 
state at the moment.

I grew up in a time when it was almost 
a point of pride that Victorian roads 
were the best in Australia. I remember 
that we had exceptional roads up to 
the New South Wales border. Once 
you went across the New South Wales 
border, at that point the roads started to 
deteriorate. Unfortunately now it is the 
other way around, and that unfortunately 
can lead to misadventure by motorists. 
As a result of that, they may well find 
themselves in hospital, sometimes for 
an extended period. There are some 
very good hospitals in the country, and 
their family members from the city, 
from Melbourne, may well be travelling 
down to see them as well. It is not just 
country people coming to the city; it is 
also city people going to the country, 

to expand the eligibility of cyclists to 
access compensation specifically where 
the injury occurs as a result of a collision 
with a stationary motor vehicle, plus a 
range of other matters. That is something 
that perhaps we should have a further 
look at because if a cyclist collides with 
a stationary motor vehicle, there is every 
chance that the cyclist is at fault. So there 
might be just a little bit of overreach 
there, but that is perhaps for discussion 
on another day and at another time 
when we review this legislation again.

The bill also amends the Occupational 
Health And Safety Act 2004, the 
Dangerous Goods Act 1985, the 
Equipment (Public Safety) Act 1994, 
the Workplace Injury Rehabilitation 
and Compensation Act 2013 and the 
Accident Compensation Act 1985 to 
increase benefits for claimants and 
family members and to amend some 
procedures and processes under these 
acts. The legislation also amends the 
Emergency Services Superannuation Act 
1986 to transfer the Port of Melbourne 
Superannuation Fund into the 
Emergency Services Superannuation 
Scheme. I did make mention during Mr 
Morris’s contribution that I did not quite 
know why that was happening. I am sure 
there is a good reason and a very valid 
reason for it, but I will certainly be asking 
about that in committee. As I say, there 
may well be a very good reason, but I am 
very keen to know what it is.

I follow up on what Mr Morris said 
because one of the amendments to 
the Transport Accident Act 1986 is 
to expand the definition of ‘member 
of the immediate family’ to include 
grandparents. I think this is probably 
somewhat overdue. In fact I think 
this is something that perhaps we 
should expand through other pieces of 
legislation. I do not think that we as a 
Parliament have properly come to grips 
with the importance of grandparents 
in our society today. Where both 
parents are working, in many cases 
the grandparents become extended 
parents; they resume the responsibilities 
that they had with their own children 
with their grandchildren. We have a 
situation where grandparents in many 
cases contribute as much to the growth 
and the welfare of children as do the 
parents. I have spoken to a number of 
grandparents, and some of them are not 
all that happy about that, it has to be said. 
Their view is that they have done their 
bit, and now they are forced in their latter 
years to do it all again. I can understand 
their concern about that. I think that is 
understandable. But of course there are 
other grandparents who are more than 
happy, very enthusiastic, about helping 
their children and their grandchildren 
out.

I have to say that it is only when you 
do not have grandparents on the scene 
that you realise just how important they 
really are. My parents unfortunately left 
us at a very early age due to cancer, my 
mother at 50 and my father at 44, so they 
did not actually see their grandchildren. I 
cannot help but think of the contribution 
that they would happily make now to 
support us with our kids, particularly 
our son with autism. It is one of the 

and of course they will need that 
compensation to support them. It is very, 
very important that that compensation 
be provided, and this legislation expands 
that compensation.

This legislation also provides a new 
benefit for parents of an injured child 
in hospital to compensate them for the 
loss of wages while visiting their child. 
As somebody who in years gone by had a 
child in hospital for an extended period, 
I know the enormous pressures that can 
bring on families and particularly on 
the family budget. It is not the easiest 
thing to have a child in hospital, because 
quite frankly you cannot be in two or 
three places at once. You want to be at 
the hospital; you want to be with your 
child; you want as much as possible to 
be with your child visiting them and 
staying with them in the hospital, but 
of course you have to work. You have to 
earn a living, put bread upon the table 
and keep the roof above that table, so it is 
good to see that there is some extended 
compensation for parents of an injured 
child in hospital.

I think that is a very good move, as 
indeed is expanding the definition of 
a dependent child to include people 
under 25 years who are undertaking 
an apprenticeship, because quite 
frankly apprentices are not paid very 
much. Whilst it is an important role — 
apprentices play an extremely important 
role — the added compensation for 
families in that situation can only be 
very helpful. I certainly think that would 
be a good thing as somebody who has a 
daughter not in an apprenticeship but 
in something similar. That would be 
exceedingly helpful.

Mr Ondarchie interjected.
Mr FINN — No, she does not barrack 

for that mob. She is coming with me 
tomorrow night too, let me tell you. 
She is very excited about it. But that 
compensation would be very helpful 
if she was unfortunate enough to find 
herself in that situation of ending up in 
hospital. So that compensation is a good 
thing as well.

There are a couple of things here I have 
to ask about, because there are some 
people around who you would put in the 
category of shyster. Not all of them are 
members of the Victorian government, 
I might add, but there are some people 
who would be included in that category. 
So I have to ask why this bill removes the 
TAC’s mandatory requirement to review 
a claimant’s entitlement to ongoing 
weekly benefits to at least once every five 
years. I would have thought five years 
was a pretty reasonable thing, actually. 
I am not sure why that would be the 
case, and maybe that is another question 
that we can pose. In fact I will put a bit 
of money on it that we will pose that 
question when we get into committee. 
I am looking forward to hearing the 
answer. I am giving notice so that the 
answer can be provided with haste and 
with speed.

Mr Ondarchie — Good luck.
Mr FINN — Good luck, says Mr 

Ondarchie. He knows that situation only 
too well.
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This bill is also providing an 
entitlement to an additional four weeks 
of disability attendant care outside of 
Australia for claimants required to travel 
overseas for work. That is something that 
I am going to be interested in finding out 
about as well. That is another thing that 
we can ask about, because the further I 
go on, the more questions come into my 
head. I really hope that at some stage in 
the not-too-distant future we will be able 
to get some answers to those questions, 
otherwise I may not be able to sleep 
tonight, and that would be very sad 
indeed.

The other thing is the transfer of the 
Port of Melbourne Superannuation Fund 
into the ESSSuper scheme. We also need 
to know what has happened. I may have 
mentioned that earlier, but anyway I will 
throw that one in once again because 
that is something that has my inquiring 
mind going. This bill, as I say, is many-
faceted. The opposition will not be 
opposing the bill, but there are a number 
of questions that need to be answered.

COUNCIL | Adjournment
20 September 2018

Sunbury Road 
duplication

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
wish to raise a matter this morning 
for the attention of the Minister for 
Roads and Road Safety. I refer to his 
announcement around 12 months ago 
of his decision to duplicate a section of 
Sunbury Road, which is already largely 
duplicated. I refer in particular to the 
section of Sunbury Road between 
Sunbury itself and the top of Bulla Hill. 
The fact of the matter is that the section 
of Sunbury Road that desperately 
needs duplication is from Bulla to 
the Tullamarine Freeway. There have 
been significant so-called safety works 
undertaken on this section of the road 
recently at a cost of some millions of 
dollars but —

Mr Young interjected.
Mr FINN — Exactly right, Mr Young. 

All we have got are a few barriers and 
exactly the same old problems that we 
had before with the traffic congestion 
and the bottleneck at Oaklands Road. It 
is just an intolerable situation. The fact of 

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
19 December 2018

Tullamarine 
Freeway 
roadworks

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) —  
Thank you, President. I also join other 
members in congratulating you on your 
elevation to the role of President. I am 
sure that you will do a good job, indeed if 
not even better.

My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Roads. For what seems like 
decades for residents of Melbourne’s 
north-western suburbs, work on the 
Tullamarine Freeway goes on unabated. 
Anyone using the Tulla after dark loathes 
the 40-kilometre-per-hour speed limit 
that seems mandatory after 9.00p.m. 
We all know that sinking feeling when 
confronted by a flashing electronic sign 
telling us the freeway is closed yet again.

These works have been going on for 
years. The Pyramids did not take this long 
to build. The patience of my constituents 
has run out. Can the minister tell us 
when all motorists can travel on the 
Tullamarine Freeway without being 
impeded by roadworks?

COUNCIL | Adjournment
19 December 2018

Duncans Road, 
Werribee South

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
—   I  wish to raise a matter for the 
attention of the Minister for Roads, 
and I suspect this will be the first of a 
number of adjournment matters that 
I will be addressing to that particular 
minister. Throughout the course of this 
year I have travelled the length and 
breadth of Victoria. Unfortunately, due 
to a couple of family funerals down in 
the Western District, I have had to go 
down there. I have also been up to the 
north to visit Wodonga and I have been 
down to Gippsland, but I have to say 
that the worst condition I have seen of 
any road in Victoria is that of Duncans 
Road in Werribee South. It is absolutely 
shameful, and I have seen some bad 
ones. I am sure there are many members 
here from various parts of the state who 
would agree with me that there are some 
appalling roads in various parts of the 
state, particularly in country Victoria, so 
I can fully understand why people would 
arc up about me raising this matter for 
Duncans Road.

But Duncans Road is little more than a 
goat track. It is a major road for the good 
people of Werribee South and Wyndham 

Harbour, which is a very quickly growing 
area, and one that is changing the 
character, I have to say, of that part of 
Werribee. Indeed it may have something 
to do with the fact that Werribee is now 
a marginal seat. You would not pick that. 
I know that Joe Garra, Gayle Murphy 
and even Rachel Carling-Jenkins helped 
there, and that was a very good thing 
indeed. 

But I will get back to Duncans Road, 
which is in a disgraceful condition. I 
have spoken to some of the farmers 
down in Werribee South, and they say, 
‘Why doesn’t the government pay us any 
attention?’. I said, ‘I’m going to find out’. 
That is why I am here today: to find out, 
but also to urge—in fact request—that 
the minister direct VicRoads to go and 
fix Duncans Road. If Minister Jennings 
wants to go down and have a look, that 
would probably be a very good thing 
too. It is down near the Werribee Zoo, 
and that is quite good. But the condition 
of Duncans Road in Werribee is an 
unmitigated disgrace. Something should 
be done about it immediately, and I ask 
that the minister direct VicRoads to carry 
out the necessary works.

the matter is that the minister’s proposal 
to duplicate Sunbury Road — as I said, 
a road that is already largely duplicated 
between Sunbury and Bulla Hill — has 
stuff-up written all over it. He really 
needs to go back to the drawing board to 
speak to his bureaucrats or whoever he 
speaks to at VicRoads and come up with 
a plan which is actually going to produce 
some results that will bring benefit to the 
people of Sunbury and surrounds.

It is a pretty simple proposition that 
I put to the minister. I ask him to come 
up with a plan which will enable the 
duplication of that section of Sunbury 
Road that does actually need duplication. 
The land is there; in fact I thought just for 
a brief period earlier this year they might 
have actually been doing it. I almost 
got excited about it, and then I realised 
that they were not doing that. They were 
putting up barriers so we could not use 
anything apart from where they tell us 
to go. That is VicRoads for you. I ask the 
minister to return this plan to VicRoads, 
ask them to think again and ask them to 
come up with a realistic, sensible plan to 
provide relief for congestion on Sunbury 
Road and in particular Sunbury Road 
between the township of Bulla and the 
Tullamarine Freeway.
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