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COUNCIL | Constituency questions
13 August 2019

Sunbury 
roadworks

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My consistency question is for the 
Minister for Roads. For 17 months the 
people of Sunbury were subject to 
total bedlam as the roundabout at the 
intersection of Horne Street and Gap 
Road was slowly—very, very slowly—
removed. Those works were going for 
so long that the project’s workers were 
regarded by many people in Sunbury 
as family members. I am sure the house 
will be as surprised as I was to learn that 
yesterday the workers were back, this 
time closing off recently constructed 
lanes leading into the recently installed 
traffic lights. Minister, Sunbury people 
are horrified to see the works back. How 
long will they have to put up with the 
return of what has been a horror stretch 
for Sunbury motorists?

COUNCIL | Members statements
13 August 2019

Conservative 
Political Action 
Conference

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
rise to most warmly congratulate the 
organisers of the Conservative Political 
Action Conference (CPAC), which I was 
honoured to attend in Sydney over this 
last weekend. It was a brilliant event. In 
fact a few times it was so good I thought 
I had died and gone to heaven! Despite 
what some prominent leftist loons were 
suggesting, speakers at CPAC Australia 
2019 were predominantly Aussies who 
have had a gutful of political correctness 
and being dictated to by elites. This 
conference was a verbal smorgasbord 
of common sense and logic. Yes, there 
were some outstanding speakers from 
overseas. Congressman Mark Meadows, 
chairman of the House Freedom Caucus, 
confused me, though, just a little as the 
term ‘caucus’ is not something I have 
ever actually associated with freedom. 
Nigel Farage held a packed ballroom in 
the palm of his hand. What an inspiration 
it was to hear him. I almost hope Boris 
Johnson does not deliver Brexit just so 
we can see Prime Minister Farage in 
Downing Street.

I would also like to thank Senator 
Kristina Keneally for promoting this 
conference. Such was the strength 
of bookings after her hysterical 
intervention, many believe she may have 
been working on a commission basis. A 
trophy has been struck for the greatest 
contribution to promoting CPAC in 
future, and it is my fervent hope that one 

day I will walk away with the Keneally 
Cup. CPAC Australia 2020 is already 
in the planning, and I am very, very 
much looking forward to being there. 
Conservatism is a people’s movement, 
and CPAC has kicked it along very nicely.

COUNCIL | Adjournment
13 August 2019

East Werribee 
Employment 
Precinct

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
wish to raise a matter this evening for 
the Minister for Planning. Some years 
ago, during the years of the Baillieu 
government, I recall being at a major 
announcement down in Werribee. That 
announcement was made by the Premier 
at the time and by the planning minister 
at the time, Matthew Guy, for a major 
development in East Werribee. It was a 
very, very exciting time for those of us 
who are involved in the area. Certainly 
as the only government representative 
in the area at that time, it was exciting 
indeed. I was horrified over the course 
of the last few weeks to discover that the 
government plan for the development of 
this site—a site which was really a part 
of the then government’s plan to make 
Werribee the Parramatta of Melbourne, 
if I may refer to it in that way—had been 
scrapped. It had been thrown out the 
window. I was absolutely shocked to 
discover that all the developments, all 
the jobs and all the money that had been 
planned to come into Werribee were 
gone and that that was a thing of the past.

Now there are a lot of people in 
Werribee asking, ‘What the hell 
happened?’. I am going to endeavour to 
find out over the next week or two exactly 
what did happen and exactly how this 
magnificent plan did meet its demise. 
In the meantime I think it is particularly 
important that we point out that the land 
is still there and that the land should 
really be used for the proper purpose 
for which people intended it to be used 
prior to the election of this government, 
because you have got to remember that 
the Werribee east precinct was going 
along very nicely until the election of the 
Andrews government—and then that was 
the end of that. We woke up one morning 
to find out that it is dead—it is gone, it is 
over, it is finished.

What I would like to get from the 
Minister for Planning is a categorical, 100 
per cent assurance that we are not going 
to wake up one day and find that they 
have turned it into a block of flats. What 
we need to do is ensure that this land is 
preserved for business development for 
jobs and not for housing. I am asking the 
minister to give a watertight guarantee 
that he will not reschedule that land for 
housing development.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
14 August 2019

Main Road, St 
Albans: traffic 
lights

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to 
the Minister for Roads. Cynthia is a 
constituent of mine in Melbourne’s west, 
and she recently contacted my office 
to express her concern about the time 
traffic lights on Main Road, St Albans, 
outside the railway station allow for 
pedestrians to cross the road. She was 
particularly worried about the elderly, 
many of whom might not get anywhere 
near the other side of the road before the 
lights change. As is my practice, I joined 
Cynthia in St Albans to see the situation 
for myself, and I can report that I believe 
Cynthia may well have a point. Will 
the minister direct her department to 
investigate Cynthia’s concerns and take 
the appropriate action if her complaint is 
verified?

COUNCIL | Reference
14 August 2019

Environment 
And Planning 
Committee

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I rise to commend Mr Limbrick for 
bringing this motion to the house. It is 
one that I support very strongly. As Mr 
Limbrick points out, we grew up at a time 
when we, too, were facing obliteration 
from nuclear weapons, and the Russians 
and the Americans were having it out. 
Back in those days of course the threat 
was very real. This time the threat is 
not so real. People are still absolutely 
convinced that they are about to die. 
In fact there are some teachers and so 
forth who are going out of their way to 
convince children that they are going to 
die and are putting children in a state of 
constant terror, most unjustifiably and 
appallingly in my view, but that is by the 
by. I just make that comment with regard 
to Mr Limbrick’s earlier comments.

I do not know why anybody would 
be opposed to this motion. Wherever 
I go people say to me, ‘Let us have the 
discussion about nuclear power. Let’s 
talk about it’. Today we are not passing a 
motion to set up a nuclear power plant. 
We are not doing that. What we are 
doing is debating a motion to allow a 
discussion for us to use nuclear power, 
or not use nuclear power, depending on 
which way that discussion goes. I do not 
know why anybody would be afraid of 
having that discussion. It makes no sense 
at all. My view is that we have 300 years of 
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of the Minister for Disability, Ageing 
and Carers. During the course of the 
extended break that we had over winter 
this year, it was my very great pleasure 
to visit Mansfield. One of the places I 
visited in Mansfield was the Mansfield 
Autism Statewide Services group—a 
very, very impressive centre indeed that 
does some miraculous work for not just 
kids with autism but indeed families 
with autism. I was swept away by not just 
their enthusiasm and their keenness to 
get the job done but the actual results, 
and that is what we are after. We are after 
outcomes, we are after results, and that 
is what these people at Mansfield Autism 
Statewide Services were delivering.

I was delighted to meet with the 
director, Simone Reeves, at the centre, 
and she was able to lead me through 
some of the great successes that the 
centre has had over recent years. Indeed 
I have been aware of Mansfield Autism 
Statewide Services for a number of years. 
I have visited there a couple of times 
before. I have always been impressed 
with the work that they do, and I am 
delighted to say that Ms Reeves is 
continuing that tradition.

She was also telling me that they have 
got some plans which I found very, very 
exciting indeed. They have recently 
placed a deposit on 100 hectares of 
land just outside Mansfield in which 
they will re-establish the Mansfield 
Autism Statewide Services, but it will 
also be a holiday camp. It will provide 
accommodation for families so that they 
can all holiday together, and that, as 
some of you may be aware, is somewhat 
of a rarity for families who have one 
member or more on the spectrum. So 
that holiday camp will be very, very 
exciting news for a good number of 
people. It will also provide support 
for siblings. This is something that is 
often overlooked, but the brothers and 
sisters of children on the spectrum live 
a very different life. They need every bit 
of support that they can get, and I am 
delighted to say that this new 100-hectare 
centre will provide that. Of course they 
need money to do that, so I am asking 
the minister to find the resources to 
assist Mansfield Autism Statewide 
Services with a view to getting behind 
these wonderful people with the plans 
that they have ahead.

COUNCIL | Questions without notice
15 August 2019

East Werribee 
Employment 
Precinct

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My question without notice is to 
the Minister for Priority Precincts. The 
government talked long and hard—in 
fact it waxed lyrical, as the minister is 
very good at doing—about its plans for 

coal in the ground. Dig it up, burn it and 
let us use that as electricity. That is what 
we should be doing. But if people want 
to talk about nuclear power, let us have 
that discussion. If people want that in the 
mix, I am happy for them to do that. As 
I say, my view is well-known. Everybody 
knows what I think about climate change 
and global warming and all that sort of 
nonsense, but what we are debating here 
today is a motion to allow this Parliament 
to have a discussion, and surely to God 
that is what more than anything else our 
Parliament should be doing—having a 
discussion about the major issues of the 
day. If energy is not a major issue in this 
day and age, I do not know what is.

I am sick to death of hearing about 
pensioners not being able to warm their 
homes, and we have had some cold 
weeks of recent times. I am sick to death 
of families not being able to pay their 
electricity bills. I want what is best for 
Victorians. I want the best way of heating, 
the best way of cooking and the best way 
of providing hot water. These are the 
issues affecting people in their homes 
every day. Yes, in the western suburbs, 
but also in the eastern suburbs, the 
northern suburbs, the southern suburbs 
and the country—everywhere. This is a 
huge issue, and we would be shirking our 
responsibilities if we were to defeat this 
motion today, and that is not something 
that I would ever accept.

As I said, I think Mr Limbrick should 
be commended for bringing this motion 
to the house. The time has well and 
truly come for this discussion to be 
had. Personally I honestly do not know 
which way I would go. I can see pluses 
and I can see minuses, but let us have 
the discussion. Let us find out what 
those pluses and minuses are. Let us 
find out what the pros and the cons are. 
What damage could that possibly do to 
anyone? What damage could it possibly 
do just to have an unbiased and balanced 
look at what the possibilities are? If we 
are not grown up enough, if we are not 
adult enough to have that discussion 
about a major issue, then none of us 
should be here. We are wasting our time. 
Let us just close the doors and go down 
to the Elephant and sit at the front bar for 
the rest of the day.

It is a nonsense to suggest that we do 
not have a responsibility to take on this 
discussion. I urge the house to do so. Let 
us talk about it. Let us find out what we 
need to find out, and then we will be in 
a position to make a decision. Until then 
let us just have a talk.

COUNCIL | Adjournment
14 August 2019

Mansfield Autism 
Statewide Services

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— This afternoon I wish to raise an 
adjournment matter for the attention 

the East Werribee employment precinct 
and the proposals for the Australian 
Education City. The Andrews Labor 
government has now totally ditched 
these proposals, including the promised 
new jobs and investment. Minister, what 
will replace these plans?

Supplementary question

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
Minister, as you have indicated, this 
project—proposed project, suggested 
project, call it what you will now—is a 
real game changer for Melbourne’s west, 
and there is real concern about what this 
land may or may not be used for. As a 
result of that, will you provide the house 
with an assurance that this massive tract 
of land, this critical precinct, will not be 
chopped up for housing blocks?

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
15 August 2019

Toxic waste 
dumps

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Energy, Environment 
and Climate Change. I recently met 
with representatives of the Anti-Toxic 
Waste Alliance to discuss their very 
real concerns about the threats faced 
by residents of Melbourne’s west of 
toxic waste dumps, and in particular 
horrendous fires when these dumps, 
many of them secret, explode into life. I 
think it is safe to say that these members 
of the alliance were pleasantly surprised 
by my ready support for removing the 
dangers of which they spoke. Thousands 
of my constituents live under constant 
threat of the sort of horror we saw in 
Tottenham, and a huge issue is that most 
of them are not even aware of it. Minister, 
what are you doing to clear the western 
suburbs of these toxic waste dumps and 
ensure the safety of my constituents?

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
27 August 2019

St Albans Leisure 
Centre

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is for the 
Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major 
Events. I take note of the minister’s 
response to my recent adjournment 
matter inviting him to join me to inspect 
the failing St Albans Leisure Centre. I 
will try hard not to be mortally offended 
by his refusal. The people of St Albans 
should not suffer just because they 
live in a safe Labor seat and have been 
lumbered with a spud. The St Albans 
Leisure Centre’s time has come to be 
replaced. Brimbank council has some 
very exciting plans for a wellness centre 
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with Ms Shing on, and that is that this 
bill does not solve problems. I go along 
with that. In fact it actually creates some. 
It creates some problems that we do not 
have now. We have a bill here which is 
actually not going to solve anything but is 
going to create some issues. To my way of 
thinking, that makes it bad legislation.

I readily accept that gender dysphoria 
is a genuine condition. I have known 
people with that, and it is a condition 
that should be dealt with with sensitivity, 
with compassion and most importantly 
with medical professionalism. That is so 
important. But this bill does not do that. 
This bill does not do that at all. This bill is 
not about fixing an issue that people may 
have in terms of gender dysphoria but 
indeed this is a part of the Labor socialist 
government’s much wider social agenda 
that we have seen over the past five years.

I accept that some people may want to 
change their gender. Some people may 
find themselves in a situation where they 
feel that they are men when they are in 
women’s bodies or vice versa, but I have 
to ask the question: why would anybody 
want to do that every 12 months? 
Anybody who wants to do that every 12 
months does not need medical attention, 
they need psychiatric attention. If you 
want to do that every 12 months, there 
is something wrong there. And any 
government that puts forward a law, a 
proposal, to allow that—it too has major, 
major problems.

What this legislation does is to further 
legalise the fabrication of official 
documents. This government is very 
good at that. We have already seen with 
the voluntary assisted dying legislation 
that death certificates are fabricated. If 
one were to take the box of poison that 
the government spoke about during the 
debate on VAD, then the death certificate 
would indeed not record what you died 
of, which would be the poison, but 
indeed the prior condition. So that is a 
fabrication, as indeed this would be. Of 
course we know that the government is 
very, very good at fabricating time sheets.

A member: What?
Mr FINN: You would not know, would 

you? The government is very, very good 
at fabricating time sheets. We are still 
waiting on Victoria Police to adjudicate 
on that particular issue.

One of the issues that I am particularly 
concerned about is what will occur and 
what is occurring with children on the 
autism spectrum who are impacted by 
the push for transgender transition? I 
want to refer to an article—and I thank 
Mrs McArthur for her assistance in 
providing this—from Crisis Magazine of 
12 December 2016. I just want to quote 
a couple of paragraphs from the article. 
It says:

Last May, Dr Kathleen Levinstein, 
a professor of social work at the 
University of Michigan, wrote a 
heartbreaking piece … about her 
autistic daughter, a teenaged girl who 
became convinced that she was really 
a man trapped inside a woman’s body. 
With encouragement from transgender 

on the Taylors Road site. I ask the 
minister: when can my constituents in 
the St Albans area and surrounds expect 
the Andrews government to contribute to 
this vitally important project?

COUNCIL | Members statements
27 August 2019

Energy Policy
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— There is a climate emergency in 
this state. When insane climate policy 
forces power prices up to the point 
that working families cannot heat their 
homes, we have an emergency. When 
those same policies put pensioners in a 
situation where they may freeze to death 
in their own homes, we most assuredly 
have an emergency. When those same 
ludicrous policies threaten to slug the 
Victorian community with an $18.7 
billion bill to prop up ineffective and 
expensive so-called ‘renewable’ power 
supplies, yes, we have an emergency. 
When the Andrews government puts 
lame ideology ahead of what is best for 
people right across this state, we have an 
emergency. When an environment-cum-
energy minister displays the sort of total 
incompetence Lily D’Ambrosio does on a 
daily basis, we have a major emergency.

Now, I do not expect jet-owning 
Hollywood elites, much less Prince 
Charles or Meghan Markle’s husband, 
to even begin to appreciate the 
emergency Victorian families feel as 
a result of the Andrews government’s 
dogmatic doctrine on climate change, 
but I do expect those Labor MPs paid to 
represent those families to have some 
understanding of the pain they are going 
through. There was a time the ALP would 
never have dreamt of inflicting such 
suffering on working people. Sadly, that 
time is now long ago—and that is where 
Victoria’s climate emergency begins.

COUNCIL | Second reading
27 August 2019

Births, Deaths 
And Marriages 
Registration 
Amendment Bill 
2019

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
anticipate that I will not get the same 
response as Ms Shing did from the 
gallery, but nonetheless we go on. That 
was what I would describe as a Shing-
esque performance, and I assure the 
house that I am not here to tell anyone 
that they are not worthy. I am not here to 
tell anyone that they are disapproved of. 
I am not here to condemn anyone, not 
at all. There is one thing that I do agree 

activists at the local organization of 
PFLAG— which is Parents, Families 
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays— 
the vulnerable young woman took 
sex-altering hormones and cut off her 
breasts. Dr Levinstein now grieves the 
mutilation of her daughter’s body and 
the increased psychological confusion 
her daughter is experiencing as a result 
of the hormones.

She states, ‘She has been taken 
advantage of. Healthy organs were 
amputated … It is a crime not just against 
women, but particularly against disabled 
women. So many of these young women 
who are “transitioning” are also autistic’.

You have got to realise that part of the 
condition of autism is obsession. Once 
an idea has entered the head of a child 
who is on the spectrum quite often it 
grows—the enthusiasm for the idea 
grows and continues to grow—and all 
logic is out the window. I have seen that 
myself personally; I can certainly vouch 
for that.

So we have a real situation where the 
sort of thing that we are talking about 
here today, the sort of thing that is being 
pushed in a lot of schools now, will have 
a major impact on children with autism 
particularly, and on their families as 
well. Let me assure you that autistic 
kids and their families have more than 
enough on their plate without the sort 
of pressures that we are talking about. I 
stand here today as somebody who puts 
the concerns, the interests of families 
with autism very, very high on my 
agenda—very, very high on my priority 
list—and that is one of the reasons that 
I cannot support this legislation. I am 
very hopeful that members listening to 
my words today will also take that into 
consideration when they are deciding 
which way they will vote on this bill.

Mr O’Donohue made mention of Ms 
Staley, the member for Ripon, and her 
comments in the Assembly. As members 
would know, Ms Staley and I do not 
always agree on social issues; I think it 
would be safe to say that we have had a 
degree of separation on certain issues. 
But in this regard, on this particular 
matter, we are as one, not necessarily 
for the same reasons, but we are as one. 
I can understand Ms Staley’s views and 
I can understand the views of other 
women.

I have three daughters at home, and 
one of the main jobs that I have as a dad 
is to protect them. That is one of my main 
jobs, to protect my daughters, and I am 
voting today to protect them. I do not 
want a man who claims to be a woman 
to get a birth certificate which says that 
he is a woman. I do not want him to get 
that birth certificate and use that as a way 
to molest women, to molest young girls, 
as some inevitably will. You can put the 
house on it that some will. I do not want 
that to happen, and I will not support 
that. I will not support the bill in this 
way because that is inevitably what will 
happen. There are sex fiends out there 
who will go to any lengths to advance 
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change your gender every 12 months 
if you want to and you can be anything 
you want, what do you reckon the people 
around the bar would say? What do you 
think the people around the bar would 
say? I think they would be appalled. 
I think certainly the ones out in my 
electorate would say, ‘The government 
has gone completely insane’, and indeed 
they would be absolutely right. This is 
quite extraordinary.

I mean nobody any ill will. I hope 
that people are able to live their lives 
much as they want to. As I said right 
at the very beginning, I am not here to 
tell anybody that they are unworthy or 
unloved or anything else—quite the 
opposite—but I have thought through 
this quite thoroughly, I can assure you, 
and for the reasons that I have outlined 
today I will be opposing the bill. This is a 
very important piece of legislation. The 
bill passing today will be a matter of great 
regret for us for many years to come, 
if indeed that were to occur. I urge the 
house to reject this legislation for that 
reason.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
28 August 2019

Tottenham fire 
response

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Energy, Environment 
and Climate Change. Following the 
Tottenham fire of late last year there is 
growing concern in Melbourne’s west 
about where toxic waste dumps may 
be, particularly near residential areas. 
Melbourne’s west is a great place to live, 
but those who choose to live there should 
not be living under the cloud of hidden 
toxic waste and the prospect of horrific 
explosions or fires. The possibility of toxic 
smoke from such events poses a very 
real danger to hundreds of thousands 
of people across the western suburbs. 
Minister, in the nine months since the 
Tottenham fire, what have you done to 
identify and eradicate this threat to my 
constituents?

COUNCIL | Adjournment
28 August 2019

Youth Violence
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— My adjournment this evening is for 
the Minister for Police and Emergency 
Services. I first met Jayden D’Abaco two 
years ago. He was a 17-year-old at that 
time, and he is on the autism spectrum. 
He had just been a victim of a gang 
attack on a bus in Tarneit, where he was 
beaten and he was robbed. As you can 
imagine, this attack was a severe blow to 
both him and his family. He had taken 
some considerable time to build up the 

their own ‘obscene needs’, if I can put 
that in inverted commas.

We have a proposal here today which, 
as far as I am concerned, is going to put 
my daughters in danger. So I am not 
going to support that. We heard from 
Mr O’Donohue before about competing 
rights, and in this particular situation 
we most surely have a situation of 
competing rights, and, let me tell you, 
I am going to support the rights of my 
daughters and their friends to live lives 
free of molestation or sexual assault. I 
think that is only fair and reasonable and 
the only decent and honourable thing to 
do.

I am going to be controversial here, if I 
could just for a moment. Here in Victoria 
it is very hard to be controversial because 
anything goes under Daniel Andrews; 
anything is possible. But let me tell you 
that science tells us—members opposite 
are very big on telling us what science 
tells us about a whole range of things—
there are two genders. There is male, and 
there is female.

Dr Cumming: No, it doesn’t—not at all.
Mr FINN: There are two genders. Let 

me tell you, there are two genders. If Ms 
Cumming thinks she is something else, 
well good luck to her.

Dr Cumming: Dr Cumming.
Mr FINN: I have got a fair idea of what 

Ms Cumming is, but it has got nothing to 
do with her gender. But there are indeed 
two genders, and for this government 
to be pushing a social agenda which 
wants to set up 78 or 129 or 300 different 
genders is in fact an attack on our society. 
That is what it is. If you want to quote 
science, then you will back that up. There 
are two genders. Of the two genders, 
one is the male. There is homosexual 
inclination and various paedophilic 
inclinations. There are a whole range of 
inclinations, and we could go on with 
that for quite some time. But in terms of 
gender, there are only two genders: male 
and female. There is nothing that this 
government can do to change that. You 
can sit here around the clock, 365 days 
a year, passing legislation every day and 
you will not change the fact that there are 
only two genders. It is as simple as that. 
You cannot do it, because that is what 
science tells us.

Now, I have received, as I am sure 
we all have, an enormous number of 
emails on this particular legislation. The 
overwhelming number have been against 
it, and that does not surprise me greatly. 
Clearly there has been an organised push 
from both sides, and that is a good thing 
for democracy I think when people send 
their views to their elected members. I 
think that is a very, very good thing. But 
there is another way that has often been 
talked about in the media, and that is 
this thing called the pub test. I just ask 
the question: do you reckon this bill 
would pass the pub test? If you walked 
into any pub in Footscray, for example, 
and you said that this government has 
put forward legislation to the Victorian 
Parliament which says that you can 

confidence needed to take the bus down 
to the local shopping centre; it was a 
big deal for him to be having that sort 
of degree of independence, as I am sure 
members can imagine. The attack at that 
time threatened that independence, and 
it took him, as I said, some considerable 
time to recover not just physically but 
psychologically as well.

Last weekend it happened again. 
Can you believe it? This time 19-year-
old Jayden was attacked by a gang in 
Werribee—this weekend just gone. 
This time Jayden was beaten far more 
severely. Jayden was hospitalised this 
time. I fear to think how long it will 
take for Jayden to recover, if indeed he 
ever does, from this. It is beyond my 
comprehension what his family must be 
going through. His parents are beside 
themselves, as I am sure members would 
fully understand, and it is an outrage 
that we have gangs roaming our streets 
beating up people at will.

Some people may say it is just bad 
luck they got the same kid twice, but 
that is not good enough. It should not 
be happening, so I ask the minister 
for police, as I have on a number of 
occasions before, to put in place a plan to 
stop the gangs. It is not good enough for 
the Premier of this state to say there are 
no gangs, because there are gangs and 
these gangs are out roaming the streets 
beating people up and robbing them. 
Minister, please stop the gangs.

COUNCIL | Questions without notice
29 August 2019

East Werribee 
Employment 
Precinct

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My question is to the Minister for 
Priority Precincts. I refer the minister 
to the priority precinct for which he is 
responsible at Werribee East, where 
the Australian Education City proposal 
for university, industrial and job-
creating development has been turfed 
by his government. Will the minister 
confirm that a significant section of 
land is contaminated, and if this is the 
case, what proportion of the land is 
contaminated and with what?

Supplementary question

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
Minister, with that sort of whingeing you 
should be coaching Geelong. Given that 
much of this land is government land, 
what responsibility does the government 
take as a model landowner for any clean-
up of this land?
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front of them. But this legislation does 
not actually change that in any way, 
and that is why the opposition will not 
be opposing this legislation. This bill is 
about regulating public holidays—the 
public holidays that we already have. It is 
not about imposing a new public holiday. 
If it was about imposing a new public 
holiday, you would have a fight on your 
hands, let me assure you, but given what 
I have said, we will not be opposing it.

We all love public holidays. We love 
to sleep in on a public holiday, we love 
to have a barbecue on a public holiday, 
we love to go to a long lunch, perhaps, 
on a public holiday, and I see Mr Barton 
over there raising his eyebrows at the 
mere mention of a long lunch, and I 
must catch up with him on that basis 
in the not-too-distant future. As I say, 
we all enjoy a public holiday, but what 
about those who do not actually get a 
public holiday? We have got 13 public 
holidays in Victoria, but what about 
those people who do not get the public 
holiday? They do not get extra money 
for working on public holidays—in fact 
public holidays cost them. I am talking 
about small business people. Mr Gepp 
haw-haws at the mere mention of small 
business, and that just reflects the Labor 
Party’s contempt for the small business 
community in this state. But let me tell 
you that if it was not for a strong small 
business community we would not have 
the sorts of jobs that we do have in this 
state or indeed in this country, because 
small business is the engine room of the 
Australian economy. If you rip the guts 
out of small business, you will rip the 
guts out of Australia. It is as simple as 
that. That is why we in the Liberal Party, 
in the coalition indeed, stand firmly with 
the small business community and will 
continue to do so and more vigorously 
do so in the time ahead.

Mr Ondarchie: Where’s the minister?
Mr FINN: I’m here. I don’t think I 

could—don’t start me, please.
Mr Jennings: You haven’t started yet!
Mr FINN: No, stick around. I am 

talking about those who are not able to 
enjoy public holidays, particularly those 
who run family businesses. They work 
quite often seven days a week and rarely 
have holidays. If they manage to get a 
week off every year, they are doing very, 
very well indeed. Every cent that they 
make in their small business goes back 
into the business sometimes just to keep 
it going. The profit margins are very slim 
indeed, and many small businesses are 
just keeping their heads above water. 
So they are not people who get excited 
about public holidays. They know that 
public holidays will cost them big time 
if indeed they employ workers—and 
indeed if they are a family business, a 
true family business with maybe Mum, 
Dad and the kids all working together to 
keep the show going, they know that it 
will just be a hard slog. A public holiday 
will be a hard slog for them.

Then of course we have the family 
farmers. Coming from a family farm 

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
29 August 2019

Western tunnel: 
Melbourne entry 
tax

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Transport Infrastructure, 
and I refer the minister to the extra 
entry tax to the City of Melbourne that 
will be imposed on users of the western 
tunnel. Under this proposal many of my 
constituents will be required to pay an 
entry fee to Melbourne for the first time. 
It is an outrageous attack on the people 
of Melbourne’s west. What justification 
can the minister provide for taxing my 
constituents for something everyone else 
in the metropolitan area accesses for 
free?

COUNCIL | Second reading
29 August 2019

Public Holidays 
Amendment Bill 
2019

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — It 
does give me a great deal of pleasure to 
stand to give the opposition’s response 
to the Public Holidays Amendment Bill 
2019. It gives me a great deal of pleasure 
because of course I am assisting the 
Leader of the Opposition, the Shadow 
Minister for Small Business, in his 
portfolio responsibilities. I am enjoying 
it immensely as I travel around the state 
speaking to small business people all 
over Victoria and getting firsthand the 
issues that they have—suggestions, 
the problems, the myriad issues that 
we face in the small business area. As 
a former small business—very small 
business—operator myself, I am very 
passionate in fact about this area, and I 
very much look forward to the return of 
the Liberal-National party coalition to 
the government benches so that small 
business can actually get a fair go in 
this state, because that clearly is not 
happening at the moment.

Victoria does not lead Australia in 
much anymore, and that is the truth. That 
is sad. But we do, however, lead Australia 
in the number of public holidays we 
have. Victoria has 13 public holidays 
every year. That is more than one a 
month on average. New South Wales, our 
main opposition or main competitor, I 
suppose we would call them—although 
they have got their own set of problems 
up there just at the minute, but we will 
leave that one alone—

A member interjected.
Mr FINN: Yes, Gladys—dear me. They 

have 11 public holidays, so we are two in 

myself—in years gone by I grew up on 
a dairy farm—my parents did not know 
what a public holiday was. They did not 
have a clue what a public holiday was. 
They worked seven days a week, quite 
often 15, 16 or more hours a day, and that 
is something that—

Ms Patten interjected.
Mr FINN: It is all very well for Ms 

Patten, who would not know how to get 
her hands dirty in a pink fit. She would 
not know how to milk a cow.

Ms Patten interjected.
Mr FINN: I would like Ms Patten to 

demonstrate her abilities in that regard at 
some stage.

We have to recognise that there are 
a number of people across the length 
and breadth of this state that just do 
not get public holidays, that for them a 
public holiday is a drain, a drag. Whilst 
we, all of us, are out enjoying our public 
holidays—well, MPs of course work a 
lot of public holidays, but for everybody 
else enjoying public holidays—we 
have to accept that there are a lot of 
people, particularly in small business, 
as I said, who just do not get the same 
enjoyment out of public holidays that we 
do because they do not have a holiday. 
Those holidays just do not exist for them, 
particularly for those in the hospitality 
industry, and we see that a number of 
cafes and restaurants have decided that 
they will not open on public holidays 
anymore because they cannot afford to 
open. That is a tragedy in itself, because 
as I said, their profit margins are not 
something that you would really write 
home about. They cannot afford to close, 
but they cannot afford to open. That I 
think is the ironic situation that many 
small business people find themselves 
in.

To quote Mr Quilty, ‘I will be brief’. I 
will leave it there, but I just want to put 
on the record the opposition’s undying 
admiration for the small business 
community in this state, for those 
people who put themselves out there, 
who put their homes on the line. It is an 
extraordinary thing—I would not think 
there are many on the other side who 
would understand how this operates—
to work night and day and not know 
when your next pay is coming. Members 
opposite would not understand that, 
but those of us who have run small 
businesses know only too well this very, 
very difficult situation. It is a dreadful 
situation to be in, to be sitting around 
the kitchen table at night with the bills 
piling up and hoping that that payment 
that you desperately need from a client 
will come through so that you can pay 
the ever-mounting electricity bill or the 
ever-mounting gas bill or whatever bill 
you may have. I remember that feeling 
only too well, and I do not wish to go 
back to it any time soon, but I know that 
a lot of small business people across 
the state and across this nation do that 
only too regularly. I just want to put on 
record our admiration for them. They are 
gutsy people. They are the true heroes of 
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addition to the bill, we will at this point 
in time have to oppose Mr Bourman’s 
amendment.

COUNCIL | Adjournment
29 August 2019

Frank D’Abaco
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— I wish to raise a matter on the 
adjournment this evening for the 
attention of the Premier. It concerns 
some scenes that I witnessed last night 
on the television news that distressed 
me enormously. Those scenes involved 
Mr Frank D’Abaco, who came into 
Parliament House yesterday to see the 
Premier. He came to see the Premier 
about what had happened to his son 
Jayden. Last night, you might recall, I 
spoke about Jayden, a 19-year-old on 
the autism spectrum who was beaten 
up and robbed for the second time this 
last weekend. As I anticipated, his father, 
Frank, is extremely upset and extremely 
angry about what has happened, and I do 
not blame him one little bit. So he came 
into this Parliament to see the Premier. 
He wanted to express to the Premier his 
distress, his concerns, about what had 
happened to his son not once but twice 
and the dangers of living in what is a 
gang zone in much of the area that he 
lives in out in the Werribee area.

What we saw last night was a Premier 
who not only refused to speak to Mr 
D’Abaco but turned his back on Mr 
D’Abaco. A number of people have said 
to me today that that told us a great 
deal about the Premier that we have 
here in Victoria—and, yes, it does. Mr 
D’Abaco deserves some basic decency. 
He deserves some basic respect. He did 
not get that yesterday from the Premier 
of Victoria. I found it despicable, I found 
it disgraceful and I found it the most 
appalling thing that I have seen in this 
Parliament for many a long year.

What I am asking the Premier to do 
tonight is to set aside time to meet Mr 
Frank D’Abaco to discuss his concerns, 
to discuss his problems, to either allow 
Mr D’Abaco to come in here to meet 
with him or to come out to Werribee, 
where I will be very happy to join them 
to discuss the issues that Frank D’Abaco 
has concerns about. These are issues that 
I have raised in this house time and time 
and time again. We do have huge gang 
problems in the outer west—certainly 
in the inner west, you would agree, but 
certainly in the outer west—and that is 
something the Premier has denied now 
for five years. I am asking the Premier to 
meet with Mr D’Abaco, and I am asking 
the Premier to accept the reality of what 
is going on in Melbourne’s west.

Australia. Without them Australia would 
be an economic wreck. They are the ones 
who keep us going.

Mrs McArthur: The quiet Australians.
Mr FINN: They are the quiet 

Australians, Mrs McArthur; indeed they 
are. They work hard, they pay their taxes, 
they employ people and they are the 
ones who keep this nation going. So I 
salute them, the Liberal and National 
parties salute them. We urge them to 
keep going through what are sometimes 
very, very difficult times. We want them 
to know that even though many, many 
hundreds of thousands, if not millions, 
of Victorians might be out enjoying their 
public holidays, we here in the coalition 
know that they are not. We know that 
they are working, and we salute them 
for their work and for the commitment 
that they show, which we need. That is 
something that we are, as a coalition, 
totally and absolutely committed to. 
We will not back away from that at any 
time. We are with the small business 
community wherever they are—

Ms Patten interjected.
Mr FINN: and even some of the small 

businesses that Ms Patten might be 
involved in. You would have to wonder.

Ms Patten interjected.
Mr FINN: Well, I think Ms Patten 

might be involved in a little bit of small 
business, maybe smaller than most, but 
we will leave it there. As I said before, we 
will not be opposing the bill, but I warn 
the government that if they try another 
public holiday on to add up to 14, they 
will have quite a fight on their hands.

COUNCIL | Committee
29 August 2019

Public Holidays 
Amendment Bill 
2019

Contributions duing the 
Committe stage of the Bill

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
The opposition will likewise oppose the 
amendments moved by Ms Patten. The 
government has a clear mandate for a 
Friday public holiday. We might not like 
that, we might like that, but that is the 
mandate and that is the way it is.

__________

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— There has obviously been a degree 
of confusion as to whether we have 
received notification of Mr Bourman’s 
amendment or not. I had not been aware 
of the amendment until 10 to 7 tonight. 
I think Mr Davis is in a similar situation, 
so we have not had an opportunity to 
discuss it or to even think about it to 
any great degree. So given that this is 
a substantial change or a substantial 

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
10 September 2019

Ballarat Road and 
Perth Avenue, 
Albion

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to 
the Minister for Roads. The people 
of Albion have been fighting hard for 
some years now for traffic lights on 
the corner of Ballarat Road and Perth 
Avenue in Albion. Given my personal 
knowledge of the danger of that 
particular intersection, I have given that 
campaign my wholehearted support. 
We thought victory was at hand when 
VicRoads announced some two years 
ago that traffic lights would be installed. 
It is extraordinary that locals are still 
waiting for these lights to be installed. 
Many in fact are now of the view that this 
government is strongly of the view that 
the lives of people living in Melbourne’s 
west do not matter. Minister, will you 
prove them wrong and direct that these 
traffic lights be installed and operational 
immediately?

COUNCIL | Committee
10 September 2019

Children 
Legislation 
Amendment Bill 
2019

Contributions duing the 
Committe stage of the Bill

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— Minister, in asking my question I 
just point out to you that this is a very 
personal matter for me because whilst 
I was not molested myself I went to 
school at a time when—what would 
you call them?—a nest of paedophilic 
priests were operating at the school that 
I was attending. It came obviously, as 
you would imagine, as an enormous 
shock to find out some years later that 
some good friends of mine, some good 
schoolmates of mine, had been victims 
of these dirtbags. Indeed one friend of 
mine, not long after we left school, shot 
himself. That came again as an enormous 
shock because I just could not work out 
why. I mean, it just did not make any 
sense because he was such a happy-go-
lucky, funny, all-round good bloke. I 
am making assumptions here, but given 
what was going on at the time in the 
school one can draw some conclusions. 
So it affects me very personally, I have to 
say, in these matters.
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I find the paedophile priests that I have 
known to be total and thorough liars. 
They are really, really good liars. I have 
only known three, thank God—or four, 
sorry, as I found out later. But they are 
really, really good liars, and if I was 
relying on them for a conviction, I would 
be very doubtful about whether I would 
have success. I do not want to pursue it 
anymore, but I just leave it on that. I just 
think that it is a matter of concern that 
we will never get a conviction under this 
law.

COUNCIL | Adjournment
10 September 2019

Climate Change
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— My adjournment matter is for the 
Minister for Education. We have spent 
a good portion of today in this house 
debating legislation which will protect 
children, and indeed the protection 
of children is something that is very, 
very high on my list of priorities. So it 
concerns me enormously when I hear 
reports from parents, and particularly 
from doctors, who tell me of children 
who are suffering nightmares, who are 
suffering severe anxiety and who are 
even suffering depression. Some, I am 
told, are too afraid to get out of bed in the 
morning.

Now, you might ask what is causing 
this dreadful plague that is upsetting our 
kids. Well, it has a lot to do with teachers 
who are telling them that they are about 
to die or that the end of the world is 
imminent. Is it any wonder that our kids 
are going through such agony when they 
are being fed such nonsense from people 
who are supposed to care for them? 
Climate change extremism as we see it 
in our schools today is child abuse, pure 
and simple—nothing more, nothing less. 
It is child abuse. It is something that I 
find intolerable; indeed it is something 
that we all should find intolerable. We 
should not have children being fed this 
garbage, terrifying them every day of 
their lives.

I have mentioned before that when 
I was growing up we were worried 
that the Americans might blow up the 
Russians or the Russians might blow 
up the Americans or they might all 
blow everybody up. That was a fairly 
legitimate concern at the time, but on 
this particular occasion this is all politics. 
This is all political. The end of the world 
is not nigh. We are all not about to die.

What we are hearing in schools now 
is particularly bad, in my view, when it 
is coming from teachers. Teachers are 
supposed to be responsible. Teachers are 
supposed to be caring for the kids that 
they are in charge of. In certain instances 
it is clearly not happening, and that has 
to change. What I am asking the minister 
to do on this occasion is publicly 
dissociate himself from this campaign of 
terror by extremists in the Department 
of Education and Training and to issue 

But there is one question that I have to 
ask, and it is one that came to my mind 
the very first time that this was put to 
me—it would be three or four years ago 
now, I reckon—and that is: how would 
this law be enforced? Given that there 
are two people in a private conversation, 
in a box removed from everybody else, it 
is unlikely that either will testify against 
the other. You have got the penitent, 
and you have got the priest. It is very 
unlikely that one will testify against the 
other, much less actually report what had 
occurred. How do you anticipate that this 
law will be enforced? And if it cannot be 
enforced, why would you bother—apart 
from, I have to say, making a statement 
of, ‘We don’t want this to happen’? And 
of course we do not. But apart from 
actually making a public statement, what 
would be the actual practical value of this 
legislation if enforcement is impossible?

__________

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
hear what the minister has said, and 
I agree with what she says about the 
shifting around of priests and so forth. 
I deeply regret that. Ronald Mulkearns 
and Frank Little, for example, are just 
the lowest of the low as far as I am 
concerned. I deeply regret that they 
have missed justice here on earth. I have 
no doubt that they have not missed it 
in the next life; I hope they enjoy the 
heat. But my deep concern is that this 
is a law, and I have been taught from 
very early on by people who know these 
things that to pass a law that cannot be 
enforced is meaningless and is in fact a 
very bad practice. If, as I think you have 
accepted, this law cannot be enforced, I 
just wonder why we would pursue it. As 
I say, given that yes, you mentioned that 
there may be kids giving evidence and 
so forth—I am not sure what relevance 
that has—but in terms of a guilty priest 
confessing his sin to another priest, I do 
not believe you are going to have one 
testifying against the other, particularly 
in terms of the guilty priest testifying 
against the priest who is hearing the 
confession.

I do not think that is going to happen. 
I really do not think that is going to 
happen, and if that is not going to 
happen, you are not going to get a 
prosecution, you are not going to get 
a conviction. And if you do not get a 
prosecution or a conviction, it makes it 
all, to my way of thinking, largely a waste 
of time.

__________

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
accept the symbolism, Minister. As I 
mentioned before, the symbolism is clear 
and very strong. You mentioned that this 
may come to light some years later and 
there may be some prosecution some 
years later, but I am just wondering how 
much weight the word of a paedophile 
priest would have against anybody in 
terms of what they had confessed or not 
confessed in the confessional. Personally 

a directive for them to cease and desist 
in this campaign. Our kids are far too 
important to be faced with this barrage 
of—well, it is filth. It is filth, nothing more 
or less. It is just appalling. I am asking the 
minister to do something about it and to 
stop it now.

COUNCIL | Second reading
11 September 2019

Racial And 
Religious 
Tolerance 
Amendment Bill 
2019

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— In rising to speak on this bill this 
morning I am very tempted to move an 
amendment to begin with to rename this 
bill the ‘Racial and Religious Intolerance 
Amendment Bill 2019’, because that is 
surely what it will bring, a great deal of 
intolerance to our state.

I begin by making an admission—a 
confession if you will, if I can use that 
term—and offering an apology to this 
house. When Ms Patten came into this 
Parliament, when she first came in, I 
thought she was a libertarian. I thought 
she was a believer in civil rights. I 
thought she was a believer in people’s 
freedom. In fact I thought she might have 
believed in freedom a little too much in 
certain instances. But I was wrong. God, 
was I wrong. I was very wrong, and you 
will probably not hear me say that often. 
But on this occasion I was very wrong, 
and it is Ms Patten that has proved me 
wrong. What Ms Patten’s form has shown 
us over the last few years is that she is a 
great believer in shutting down debate. 
If indeed somebody has a view that she 
disagrees with, she is more than happy to 
support legislation—propose legislation, 
in fact—which will shut them down.

Now, I believe in free speech, but if 
it is only for those I agree with, it is not 
free speech at all. If you believe in free 
speech, you have to accept that people 
who you disagree with or people who 
have a different view have a right to 
put that view. It is a simple as that. If 
you do not accept that, then you do not 
believe in free speech. Clearly, by putting 
forward this bill today, Ms Patten puts 
doubt in all our minds whether she 
believes in free speech. In fact there are 
a good number—I think Mr Limbrick 
might be one of them—who would join 
me in doubting Ms Patten’s belief in free 
speech.

If this bill was adopted, my comments 
in this house two weeks ago on 
the Births, Deaths and Marriages 
Registration Amendment Bill 2019 would 
be illegal outside that door. Thankfully 
we still have parliamentary privilege in 
here, but under this legislation if I went 
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years—but it is currently turning away 
50 to 70 people each day as a result of 
its inability to attract doctors. So serious 
is the situation that there is a very real 
fear that the practice may close, adding 
to the problems already faced by many 
locals attempting to access proper health 
care. Minister, are you doing anything 
to alleviate the shortage of doctors in 
Melbourne’s west, and if so, what?

COUNCIL | Second reading
11 September 2019

Public 
Administration 
Amendment Bill 
2019

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— Well, well, well. I do not know if Mr 
Jennings believes in reincarnation, but I 
suspect that if indeed he does believe in 
reincarnation, in a previous life he was 
a snake oil salesman, because what we 
have heard this afternoon is the greatest 
lot of gobbledygook and total arrant 
nonsense I think I have heard for a very 
long time. Not only have they abused 
the trust and the money of the taxpayers 
of Victoria but Mr Jennings comes in 
here and insults their intelligence as 
well. He says that the electorate does 
not know who is in government in 
Canberra. He says, ‘How would they 
know?’. Just extraordinary stuff. The 
people of Victoria knew exactly what the 
Andrews government was doing, just as 
the Andrews government knew exactly 
what it was doing in the lead-up to the 
2019 election. They were campaigning 
for Bill Shorten. They were campaigning 
for the ALP. That is what the Andrews 
government was doing. They were 
campaigning for the ALP, and they were 
using taxpayers money to do it.

There is a crisis in trust for the public 
in many of our institutions, government 
and Parliament among them. Does 
anybody think that this abuse of power, 
this abuse of taxpayers money, is going 
to improve our standing in the eyes of 
the community? I would not think so, 
no more so than the red shirts rorts, 
where the government ripped off the 
taxpayer once again in order to gain 
political favour. And then its refusal to 
cooperate with the police, and we well 
remember that a number of members 
opposite refused to speak to the police 
when they came calling to investigate 
this particular rort. We could talk about 
dogs in the back of limousines. We could 
talk about all sorts of things, but we do 
have to keep it very short, I am told, 
so I will not be going down that track. 
But what we have seen and what Mr 
O’Donohue is attempting to crack down 
on with this legislation—and I think he 
will succeed—is a disgraceful abuse of 
taxpayers money.

outside and I said that I am strongly 
of the view—and I am strongly of the 
view—that there are only two genders, 
male and female, that could very easily 
be construed by a good number of 
people as offensive, as vilification, as 
all the sorts of things that Ms Patten is 
describing. Indeed under this legislation 
if I expressed the view as subscribed to 
by I reckon 99.9 per cent of Victorians 
that there are only two genders, I could 
be, under this legislation, picked up and 
taken away.

One man’s opinion is another man or 
woman’s hate crime, and that is what 
Ms Patten is doing. She is making a 
judgement that those who disagree with 
her are guilty of hate speech. That is 
something that all of us should be very, 
very concerned about because once 
we set ourselves up as judge, jury and 
executioner then we are all in a great deal 
of trouble.

I do not support the adjournment of 
this debate. I do not support this bill 
going off to a committee because I think 
this matter of free speech is something 
that each and every one of us should 
have a say on. This is far too important 
to be shuffled off to a back room, to 
some committee of lower house MPs 
that perhaps none of us have actually 
heard of. It is far too important for 
that. We should be debating it. It is our 
responsibility as members of Parliament 
to be debating and to be voting on 
legislation of this nature, particularly 
when you consider what will happen. 
You can see the deal is already in. The 
die is cast. Attorney-General Hennessy 
will take Ms Patten’s bill, shunt it off to a 
committee, and it will come back to us 
next year as government legislation. This 
happens all too often in this house.

Quite frankly, I believe we as members 
of this house have to draw the line. We 
have to defeat this bill. We should vote 
on this bill today, and we should defeat 
it. If members believe in free speech, 
they will vote against this bill. I do 
believe in free speech. I do believe that 
people who have a different view to me 
have the right to express that view. That 
is my fundamental belief: that people 
who do have a different view to me have 
the right to express that view. For that 
reason I vigorously oppose this bill, and 
I sincerely hope that each and every 
member of this house will do likewise.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
11 September 2019

Doctor shortage, 
Sunshine

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Health. I have received 
representations from the practice 
manager of the Durham Road Clinic in 
Sunshine. This practice is the longest 
running practice in Sunshine—some 46 

Mr Jennings tried to tell us that the 
fact that the campaign failed somehow 
makes it all fine—everything is fine. 
Well, yes, the campaign did fail. Perhaps 
the government needs to get a better 
advertising agency. But I well remember 
the first time I saw those ads on the 
television one night. I nearly had a 
meltdown on the spot. I could not 
believe that any government would be so 
outrageous as to rip off the taxpayers in 
that way. Of course we are talking about 
the Andrews government. The Andrews 
government is a corrupt government. 
We accept that. We all know that, and 
the public knows that as well. Hopefully 
this legislation will go some way towards 
lowering that level of corruption within 
the Andrews government.

I certainly support the legislation 
moved by Mr O’Donohue. I believe it 
is necessary—sadly, but it is necessary. 
Quite frankly, if you had put it up 12 
months ago I would have said, ‘Don’t be 
stupid’. But then we had what happened 
in May of this year when the Andrews 
government spent nearly $2 million of 
taxpayers money campaigning for the 
federal ALP, the most appalling thing that 
I have seen in an election campaign for 
quite some time. So I congratulate Mr 
O’Donohue for bringing this legislation 
to the house. I urge members to support 
the legislation. This is not just about 
making sure that such abuse never 
happens again. It is also about restoring 
faith with the community, and that is 
something I am really, really red-hot 
about. We really have to work hard to 
put some faith back into the community 
about people, about members of 
Parliament and our community leaders. 
So I am hopeful that members will 
support this bill, I am hoping the bill will 
pass and I am hoping it will succeed in 
ensuring that this government does not 
exceed its power and does not abuse the 
taxpayers of Victoria in such an appalling 
way ever again.

COUNCIL | Adjournment
11 September 2019

Primary Care 
Partnerships

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
Thank you, President. I cannot tell you 
how much I am looking forward to that.

I wish to raise a matter this evening for 
the attention of the Minister for Health. 
It concerns a number of people who 
have approached me with their worries 
about possible cuts by the Andrews 
government to the HealthWest primary 
care partnership in Footscray. While 
this is based in Footscray, it covers the 
municipalities of Brimbank, Melton 
and Wyndham, and it does a great job. 
It should not be cut. Some of the areas 
that it has covered just over recent times 
have been young refugee mental health; 
community leadership; family violence, 
which is a huge issue in most places but 
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personally intervene to remind Hume 
City Council that it should do its job?

COUNCIL | Adjournment
12 September 2019

Primary school 
administration, 
Bendigo

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
wish to raise a matter for the attention of 
the Minister for Education. It concerns 
correspondence and discussions that 
I have had with a lady in Bendigo 
concerning her son, who is on the autism 
spectrum, and the troubles that she has 
had over a period of time with a primary 
school in the city of Bendigo. It is a very, 
very difficult situation that this lady 
finds herself in and that the child finds 
himself in as well. For example, when 
this child was 11 years of age there was 
an incident, and the police interviewed 
him not only without his mother present 
but without her knowledge, which to my 
way of thinking is not just not done but 
in fact against the law. We are seeing a 
number of things that I could go on for 
quite some time about, but we really do 
need a ministerial investigation into this. 
That is basically what I am asking, for the 
minister to investigate the complaints 
that this lady has. She summed it up in a 
couple of paragraphs towards the end of 
the letter, where she said:

It seems to be that school staff can treat 
Autistic kids anyway they want to with 
no consequences or accountability. The 
Education Department is no better for 
letting this continue. I have heard many 
stories of Autistic kids been treated like 
they don’t matter and treated like they 
have no rights.

My son has been suffering from 
depression and has had thoughts of 
suicide, and at one point earlier this 
year he tried to hurt himself. My son 
has suffered so much in his life and he 
is only 13 (14 next month) but what the 
school and police did was the last straw 
for him.

This should not be happening in our 
schools. Children with autism should 
not be subject to the sort of treatment 
which apparently has occurred in this 
particular instance. Families with autism 
have enough on their plate, enough 
to cope with. I may have mentioned 
this from time to time before, but they 
have enough on their plate to cope with 
without the treatment that this lady and 
her son have received both from the 
school and—supposedly, apparently—
from the police as well. I am asking 
Minister Merlino to conduct a full 
inquiry into this. I am happy to provide 
him with the letter that I have received, 
and I am asking him to conduct a full 
ministerial inquiry into what happened 
here and to ensure that we never have 
anybody in this situation again.

particularly in the western suburbs; and 
health literacy, which again is a huge 
issue. In the municipality of Brimbank, 
for example, I think there are more 
people with diabetes than anywhere else 
in Australia. That is something that the 
HealthWest primary care partnership has 
been addressing at a very real level.

It also has been dealing with pathways 
for children with developmental delays, 
and that of course is something that is 
very close to my heart as well and very, 
very important for families. It is very, very 
important for families because when 
you have children with developmental 
delays, even children on the autism 
spectrum, it is so important that we have 
these agencies to provide support not 
just for the kids but for the families, so it 
is very important indeed.

The other area that they have been 
looking at or working on in recent times 
is preventing violence by working with 
men and workforce mutuality, and I 
think that is really important as well, 
because if you can get some of the men 
who are inclined to be involved with or to 
indulge in domestic violence and if you 
can teach them that that is not the way 
to go, then that is obviously going to be a 
huge help.

I am sure the minister can see that 
HealthWest primary care partnership 
does a tremendous job for a very large 
community in the western suburbs. As I 
said, there are a lot of people out my way 
who are very concerned that they will be 
victims of the government’s cuts. They 
have seen a number of cuts across the 
board, and what I am asking the minister 
to do tonight is to assure the house 
and to assure HealthWest primary care 
partnership that their funding will not be 
cut and that they can continue to do the 
work that they have been doing for quite 
some years.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
12 September 2019

Gap Road Medical 
Centre, Sunbury

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Local Government. The Gap 
Road Medical Centre in Sunbury has for 
some years been trying to get Hume City 
Council to fix the nature strip at its Ligar 
Street entrance. So keen has the centre 
been to have the nature strip brought up 
to scratch, it has even offered to pay for 
the necessary works if only the Hume 
council would let it. Sadly to this point 
Hume council has refused to come to the 
party. Given the dangers posed to elderly 
and infirm patients by what passes as a 
nature strip, the council’s refusal to carry 
out the much-needed works is, to say 
the least, bewildering. Minister, Hume 
council has failed in its responsibility 
to the Gap Road Medical Centre and to 
the centre’s patients. Will the minister 

COUNCIL | Adjournment
12 September 2019

Responses
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— Last night I raised a matter on the 
adjournment for the Minister for Health. 
The minister was in the chamber at 
the time and at the table. She claimed 
to have discharged the matter but in 
fact made no reference at all in her 
response to the HealthWest primary care 
partnership in Footscray that I had asked 
about. I am at a loss to understand how 
that matter can be discharged when she 
did not actually refer to it. I am asking for 
a response from her on the next day of 
sitting. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Thank you, 
Mr Finn. I will refer the matter to the 
President, and hopefully he will solicit a 
response for you.

COUNCIL | Questions without notice
15 October 2019

CityLink Tolls
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 

My question without notice is directed 
to the Minister for Roads. Minister, 
toll charges on existing CityLink roads 
have increased by 4.25 per cent this 
financial year, and it is only October. 
The implementation of this is your 
responsibility under the Melbourne 
City Link Act 1995, which has seen toll 
increases on the Tullamarine Freeway, 
Bolte Bridge, Monash Freeway and 
Burnley and Domain tunnels. Minister, 
isn’t it a fact that families and small 
businesses are being slugged now with 
these toll increases for a road, the West 
Gate Tunnel, that is not yet built?

Supplementary question

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — It 
is worth pointing out to the minister 
of course that this is the first time 
that tolls have been applied to roads 
to build another one. This is a first 
for the Andrews government, but I 
commend her on her handballing skills, 
certainly better than that of Greater 
Western Sydney a few weeks ago at 
the G. Minister, given that the toll hike 
is impacting on families and small 
businesses now, what modelling, if any, 
does the government have on the impact 
of these toll surges on the cost of living 
for families?

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
15 October 2019

Tullamarine 
Freeway graffiti

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
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and I will barely notice that it is there. 
It is quite extraordinary. There is a 
degree of expectation that the overlays 
in the airport management plan will 
be restricted somewhat or indeed be 
changed significantly. So I am asking the 
minister to provide a time line for that 
Melbourne Airport management plan 
to ensure that local people can have an 
expectation that they will get a result 
very, very soon.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
16 October 2019

Werribee level 
crossing removal

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Transport Infrastructure. The 
people of Werribee are in revolt. They are 
not at all happy with the government’s 
planned removal of level crossings 
in Werribee and have put forward an 
alternative proposal, which on the face 
of it appears to make a lot of sense and 
offers far greater value for money than 
what the government is preparing to do. 
Next Monday night I will be attending a 
public meeting in Werribee in support 
of the community’s proposal, and I 
hope—I really do hope—the minister 
will also attend. Minister, will you take 
on board the suggestion of the people of 
Werribee and, if it stacks up, implement 
it to provide the best result for that 
community?

COUNCIL | Adjournment
16 October 2019

McAuley House 
Footscray

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
wish to raise a matter for the attention 
of the Minister for Prevention of Family 
Violence and Minister for Women. It 
concerns a visit that I recently conducted 
to McAuley House Footscray. I have 
to say to the house that every now and 
again there is a wow moment in this 
job. Going to McAuley House was most 
certainly one of those, because what I 
saw there that day left me in amazement 
at the enormous contribution that 
McAuley Community Services for 
Women and McAuley House do for 
women, particularly homeless women, 
particularly victims of domestic violence 
and particularly women who have 
had mental problems, which quite 
often follow after homelessness and 
domestic violence of course. I was just 
so impressed. I cannot begin to tell you 
how impressed I was at the wonderful 
work that they are doing. The tragedy 
is that there are so many more women 
who could be accommodated if only 
they had the resources to do so. In fact 

Minister for Roads. Travelling down 
the Tullamarine Freeway as often 
as I do, I cannot help but notice the 
proliferation of graffiti on walls and other 
infrastructure along that freeway. As the 
Tullamarine Freeway is very much the 
gateway to Victoria for many thousands 
of overseas and interstate visitors every 
year, this graffiti is an ugly welcome to 
Melbourne. It should be remembered 
that we only get one chance to make a 
good first impression. I am sure locals 
do not appreciate the eyesores either. 
Minister, what are you doing to ensure 
graffiti on the Tullamarine Freeway is 
removed in a speedy time frame?

COUNCIL | Adjournment
15 October 2019

Melbourne 
Airport 
Management Plan

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I wish to raise a matter on the 
adjournment this afternoon for the 
Minister for Planning. As I am sure 
he is aware and certainly everybody 
out in the north-west of Melbourne is 
aware, Melbourne Airport is a very, very 
important part of the local economy. 
Indeed it is a very important part of 
the Victorian economy, as a gateway to 
Victoria, as a major employer in that part 
of Melbourne and as a huge contributor 
to the economy of Victoria via tourism. 
It is the gateway of course for interstate 
and overseas tourists who are coming to 
Melbourne in increasing numbers.

People who live around the airport, 
including me, are very much aware of 
the need to protect the airport, and I 
think it is commendable that councils 
in years gone by, particularly the old 
Broadmeadows council and the old Bulla 
shire, went out of their way to ensure 
that the land around the airport was 
protected from overdevelopment, from 
housing. Sadly the old Keilor council—
what can you say about them?—went the 
other way and not only did they build up 
almost to the gate of Essendon Airport, 
but they have done the same thing pretty 
close to Tullamarine airport. So on 
one side of the airport you have got full 
protection for the airport; on the other 
side not so much.

The Melbourne Airport management 
plan is something that is eagerly awaited 
by many people, including constituents 
of mine who have visited me wanting 
to find out what their position is as 
residents of Diggers Rest-Coimadai 
Road, and they want to see it removed 
from the environs overlay. One thing 
that the house may be aware of—it may 
not be aware of, but it may be aware 
of—is that the jets these days are a lot 
quieter than they used to be. Sometimes 
when I am travelling down Sunbury 
Road a jet will fly over the top of the car 

they said that for every vacancy there 
were 12 women that they could fill that 
vacancy with. So there is a real need, a 
desperate need, and that is something 
that I believe this government, indeed 
any government, should be directing 
resources toward.

McAuley Community Services has 
had some problems in recent times 
actually getting a commitment from the 
government, particularly with regard 
to the mental health program. Their 
annual grant of a few hundred thousand 
dollars is running out. It will run out 
in December, so we are getting very 
late in the piece to be quibbling about 
these matters. It concerns me very, 
very deeply that this program could be 
scrapped if the money does not come 
forward. Last year McAuley House 
directly accommodated 563 women and 
children, and a further 600 women and 
children were supported through the 
court or via other women’s employment 
programs. That is well over 1000 women 
that one agency has been able to help in 
a year. They could do a lot more if they 
were able to get the resources and the 
funding that they, I believe, deserve. 
So I am asking the minister to ensure 
that they do receive, firstly, the funding 
for the mental health program but also 
the funding that they deserve and the 
funding that they need to continue the 
wonderful work that they do to support 
women and children in the western 
suburbs.

COUNCIL | Members statements
17 October 2019

Richmond 
Football Club

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
cannot let this week pass without warmly 
congratulating the Richmond Football 
Club on its magnificent 2019 premiership 
win. On two occasions during the course 
of the season the Tigers went into games 
with 17 players out through injury. 
The team lost its captain, full forward, 
fullback, Brownlow medallist, ruckman 
and a variety of other star players 
during the course of the year. It is truly 
remarkable that the Tigers could not 
just survive such adversity but actually 
thrive. Who would ever have thought the 
boys could recover from such setbacks 
and win the flag by a whopping 89 
points. Every congratulation is due to 
coach Damien Hardwick, captain Trent 
Cotchin, president Peggy O’Neal, CEO 
Benny Gale and of course who could ever 
forget the absolutely magnificent dual 
Norm Smith medallist Dustin Martin. 
The entire club also is deserving of 
congratulations.

If anyone was in any doubt about what 
football means to Victorians, they need 
have looked no further than the scenes 
at the MCG and Punt Road Oval during 
the final quarter of the grand final and 
in the period immediately after the final 
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out in Queensland, is likely to be run 
out of town. We have seen a number 
of scientists over the years who have 
expressed a scientific view, and they have 
been treated abysmally by those with a 
vested interest in ensuring that climate 
change is promoted.

But we are told that carbon dioxide is 
the big problem. I have got a lot of trees 
at my place, and I reckon they might 
have a very different view, because 
without carbon dioxide they would all 
be dead. That is something that perhaps 
the Greens might like to take on board. 
But let us consider this. Let us have a 
look at the science. Let us consider this: 
3 per cent of the world’s emissions are 
carbon dioxide; 1.3 per cent of that 3 
per cent comes from Australia. Now, 
how much of that 1.3 per cent of the 3 
per cent comes from Victoria? Do you 
reckon it might be 30, maybe 35 per cent? 
I am probably being generous there. 
So we have got maybe 30 to 35 per cent 
of the 1.3 per cent of the 3 per cent of 
emissions coming from Victoria, directly 
associated to this bill. So in other words, 
we are talking a total lot of nonsense here 
about what this bill will do. It is absolute 
insanity.

Has the government ever thought 
of doing a cost-benefit analysis of this 
particular bill? I suggest they should do 
that, because the cost to business, the 
cost to jobs, the cost to industry will be 
horrendous. That is to say nothing of the 
cost to families—yes, working families. 
We remember the Labor Party used to 
talk about working families. They do not 
anymore because they have given them 
up as a lost cause. They have jumped 
in bed with the extremist green lobby. 
Working families do not matter to them 
anymore, but I am totally still committed 
to working families, and working families 
are copping it in the neck as a result of 
these extremist green policies that are 
being pushed by this government.

We have just been through a 
particularly cold winter. I could not help 
but think every day of that cold winter 
about how those pensioners are coping 
with not being able to warm their homes 
and how many of them spend all day in 
bed because it is the only way they can 
keep warm. They cannot afford to warm 
their homes. I can only imagine what is 
coming this summer when those same 
pensioners are forced to live in their 
homes in 41, 42, perhaps 43-degree heat 
without the support of air conditioning, 
because if they cannot afford heating, 
they certainly cannot afford air 
conditioning. Those price hikes are a 
direct result of what this government 
has done here in Victoria, and all for no 
benefit at all.

I remember tuning into the television 
one day. I got to Canberra actually—
and anybody who has spent any time 
in Canberra knows that television is 
probably the only way that you can 
alleviate the boredom. I turned on the 
television, and there was Tim Flannery—
old Sandbags Flannery himself—at the 
Press Club. He was asked, ‘Professor 

siren. If anyone ever doubted the joy 
footy brings to millions throughout state, 
they should have been in Swan Street or 
Bridge Road shortly after that game and 
in the evening. Richmond has almost 
104 000 members. It is the biggest club 
in Australia and surely now the most 
powerful.

COUNCIL | Second reading
17 October 2019

Renewable 
Energy (Jobs 
And Investment) 
Amendment Bill 
2019

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I have to say, having listened to Ms 
Patten’s contribution to this debate, 
speaking on this particular bill today on 
renewable energy, I have to wonder—I 
have often wondered—what goes 
through Ms Patten’s mind. I am starting 
to get a glimpse, and it is scary—it is very, 
very scary. If Ms Patten is spending half 
her spare time thinking about my bare 
thighs on a bus seat, we are in a lot of 
strife, but not as much as she is, I would 
suggest to you very, very strongly.

I have to tell the house: I like Mr 
Elasmar. He is a very, very decent and 
thoroughly good man in my view. 
However, on this occasion he has fallen 
for the Kool Aid hook, line and sinker. 
He may have overdosed on the Kool 
Aid. He came out with some of the 
most extraordinary statements I think 
I have ever heard in my life, saying that 
this particular piece of legislation was 
going to be the saviour of us all—quite 
absolutely ludicrous.

In fact I misheard Mr Limbrick a little 
bit earlier. I was paying one of my rare 
visits to my office downstairs when I 
heard him start his contribution. He 
referred to this legislation as the blackout 
bill. I misheard that; I thought he said 
the ‘whacker bill’. I have to say I actually 
agreed with that. I will go along with the 
blackout bill, but if you want to call it 
the whacker bill, I think that is far more 
in keeping with this legislation, because 
this is really wacko city.

We are constantly told by the climate 
lobby that we need to look at the science. 
I agree; I think that is a very, very good 
idea. We need to look at the science, 
because unfortunately there are far too 
many people in this world today who 
regard climate change as some sort of 
new and weird religion that they are 
committed to and do some really, really 
strange things in order to serve. We 
are told that carbon dioxide is the big 
problem. Not every scientist of course 
believes that. There is a loud and vocal 
lobby which says that. Any scientist 
who disputes that, as Peter Ridd found 

Flannery, if all emissions in Australia 
ceased tomorrow, when would we see 
an impact on the climate?’. His response 
was illuminating. He said, ‘A thousand 
years’—a thousand years! Even Sandbags 
Flannery said we are totally and 
absolutely wasting our time.

So here we have, in Victoria, a 
government which is going out of its way 
to destroy our economy. We are going to 
have more blackouts this year than we 
have ever had before. We had them last 
year, and we had them the year before. 
We have an energy minister—and I use 
that term loosely—who is arguably the 
most incompetent minister that we 
have seen in generations in this state 
and who is leading the charge down 
the path to economic disaster. This bill 
is a recipe for economic suicide in this 
state, and those members opposite who 
care about the workers—they say they 
care about the workers—should think 
about what impact this bill will have on 
those workers. You cannot have unions 
and union members without workers, 
and if the workers lose their jobs the 
unions will collapse. That might be the 
only thing that appeals to members 
opposite—the welfare of the unions. If 
I appeal to them on that basis, that may 
well be the only way that I can actually 
get through to them.

A few weeks ago Dr Ratnam referred 
to—and I am sorry that Dr Ratnam has 
left the chamber; I thought I may have 
talked some sense into her, but clearly 
not—a whole bunch of schoolkids 
taking the day off school so they could 
have a climate strike. And what a total 
waste of time that was for everybody. 
Do you know what I did that day? I 
planted a couple of trees. With that act, 
planting a couple of trees, I reckon I did 
more for the economy than all those 
thousands of kids sitting in Bourke 
Street or Collins Street—just by planting 
those trees. If you want to do something 
for the economy, plant some trees. Be 
proactive, be practical. Do not talk about 
this nonsense. Do not try to change the 
weather by sitting in Bourke Street. It 
does not work; it is never going to work.

What we have seen over the past few 
years—and Dr Ratnam and Ms Patten 
referred to them—are the predictions 
of disaster, that the end of the world is 
nigh. These are predictions we have seen 
repeated, again and again and again, at 
various intervals over the last 50 years. 
Every now and again they just update it. 
The latest one is that the end of the world 
is coming in 12 years. Now, it depends on 
who you are talking to, of course; some 
people will say 12 years, some people 
will say two years, some people will say 
six years. The fact of the matter is that 
as long as humanity has been around, 
we have had people saying, ‘the end is 
nigh’, and it is happening again. Let us 
face facts: there is no climate emergency. 
The end of the world is not nigh. These 
people are trying to—and succeeding, 
sadly—terrify kids. As I said in this 
Parliament before, it is disgraceful. The 
minister might find it amusing, but when 
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please, some common sense. Forget 
the hysteria that we have heard over the 
last few years. Forget the nonsense that 
has been talked by people with a vested 
interest. We need to speak about what 
impacts people in a positive way, what 
is best for the people in Victoria. This 
legislation is most certainly not it, and I 
urge the house to reject this particular 
bill.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
17 October 2019

Tram upgrades for 
Melbourne’s west

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
My constituency question is addressed to 
the Minister for Transport Infrastructure. 
An article in a Melbourne newspaper this 
week reminded me of something that 
has long infuriated me. Trams serving 
Melbourne’s west have not changed 
much in a generation. The trams 
trundling down Maribyrnong Road and 
Mount Alexander Road are the same 
rolling stock that I used to ride on when 
I first came to Melbourne from country 
Victoria in the 1970s. The people of the 
west deserve better. We deserve some of 
the newer trams that provide smoother, 
quieter and more comfortable travel for 
passengers. Minister, when will you act 
to ensure my constituents enjoy the same 
standard of trams as is experienced by 
every other part of Melbourne?

COUNCIL | Committee
17 October 2019

Renewable 
Energy (Jobs 
And Investment) 
Amendment Bill 
2019

Contributions duing the 
Committe stage of the Bill

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— Minister, like you, I do not wish to 
complicate this argument unduly, but I 
do ask you a very simple question, and 
that is: when pensioners come to me and 
tell me that they have not been able to 
heat their homes or they are not able to 
cool their homes because of the rises in 
electricity prices over recent times, when 
they tell me that they have to stay in bed 
all day to keep warm during winter and 
indeed that during summer they actually 
have to go down to the local shopping 
centre just to survive and when they 
tell me that they cannot afford these 
increasing electricity prices and they 
know that this policy will force the prices 

I talk to doctors, to psychologists and to 
parents who have to deal with these kids, 
they do not find it amusing at all.

A couple of weeks ago after one of the 
demos I was driving past the Carlton 
Gardens, which has now apparently been 
turned by the Melbourne City Council 
into a camping ground for hippies, 
and there was a lad walking past there 
wearing a pair of thongs—well, he was 
just sort of generally pretty unkempt—
and he had a sign that said, ‘We end 
climate change when we end capitalism’. 
And that in a nutshell is what this debate 
is about. That is what this is all about. 
It is not about science, it is not about 
climate, it is not about the environment. 
It is about the destruction of western 
civilisation. It is about the destruction of 
our society. That is what it is about. That 
is why climate activists want to destroy 
our industry. That is why they want to 
destroy our agriculture. That is why they 
want to destroy our jobs, because they 
want to destroy western civilisation as we 
know it. That is what it is all about.

That is why all those predictions by Al 
Gore, by Sandbags Flannery and by all 
these people over so many years have 
not come to pass. There are still plenty of 
polar bears. There is still plenty of ice at 
the polar caps. We still, believe it or not, 
have rain. Remember what Sandbags 
Flannery told us—that it would never 
rain again. And we had all these—

Members interjecting.
Mr FINN: Well, we had drought 

before. I remember when I was a kid 
we had drought back in the 1970s, and 
we had drought in the 1930s. Dorothea 
Mackellar—I do not know if she is still 
with us, but you can read her writings—
talks about a sunburnt country, drought 
and flooding rains and all that sort of 
thing. That has been around for a very 
long time. Drought is not something that 
is new to Australia.

But the fact of the matter is that none 
of the predictions of disaster have 
actually happened. I am not just talking 
about the majority or even some of the 
predictions of disaster that have been 
made in the last 50 years by various 
people, predominantly by loudmouth 
politicians making a lot of money out 
of it. And I might say Al Gore has made 
himself very, very, very rich by saying 
really stupid things that people believe. 
None of these predictions have actually 
happened. They have not happened. 
Now, you might ask yourself, ‘If that was 
based on science, did science really get 
it that wrong?’. No, science did not get it 
that wrong, because those predictions 
were not based on science. Those 
predictions were political and were made 
to achieve a political result for the people 
saying them, and it is still happening 
now.

We do not have a situation where the 
end of the world is around the corner. 
The world is particularly healthy. It is 
going along very, very nicely, thank you 
very much. What we have to do is to talk 
some common sense on this issue—

up again, Minister, what do I say to these 
people?

__________

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
Just one comment, Deputy President. I 
would just like to thank Dr Ratnam for 
vindicating the positions that I took in 
my second-reading speech.

COUNCIL | Adjournment
17 October 2019

Country Fire 
Authority Tarneit 
Station

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
wish to raise a matter for the attention of 
the Minister for Police and Emergency 
Services. I recently was contacted by 
a constituent who invited me and the 
member for Gembrook, the Shadow 
Minister for Emergency Services, to visit 
the brand spanking new fire station at 
Tarneit. We duly travelled to Tarneit and 
were very excited at what we saw. It is 
a magnificent new building. The whole 
thing was obviously designed to provide 
a very, very good service for local people.

There was of course one problem, 
and that was that the fire station is not 
actually operational; it is not open. It was 
finished in November last year, so we 
are coming up to 12 months now, and it 
has been sitting there empty. It has been 
sitting there empty without use. It is a 
great-looking fire station, I have to say, 
but nobody has actually set foot in the 
place. It reminded me a little bit of the 
most efficient hospital in Britain on Yes 
Minister—the one without any patients, 
some might recall. So here was this fire 
station in Tarneit that was indeed empty. 
We looked in the windows. There were no 
trucks, there were no firemen. There was 
nothing. But it was a great fire station. It 
looked to be a great fire station anyway, 
and perhaps one day we will find out 
if it is indeed a great fire station, when 
the government gets around to actually 
providing some firemen and some trucks 
to enable them to fight fires. You would 
have thought that would be handy.

What I am asking the minister to do 
tonight is to get a wriggle on and to open 
this fire station. We have a fire season 
coming up—it will be very quickly 
coming upon us—and the Tarneit area is 
a very important and fast-growing part of 
Melbourne. I do not know, President, if 
you have been down that way lately, but 
it is a place that is exploding population-
wise, and certainly as far as housing goes 
it is one of the fastest growing places in 
Australia, as I understand it. So clearly 
the service is needed.

Obviously somebody at some point 
decided that the service would certainly 
be needed. Somebody who made the 
decision to build a fire station decided 



AUGUST TO NOVEMBER 2019FINN IN 
THE HOUSE 15

COUNCIL | Adjournment
29 October 2019

Bulla Bypass
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 

wish to raise a matter this afternoon for 
the attention of the Minister for Roads. 
This is a matter that I have raised on a 
number of occasions over my 20 years 
or so in this Parliament, and I am sad 
to say that I have to raise it again this 
afternoon because we have had another 
death on Bulla hill. I do not know how 
many members of this house are familiar 
with Bulla hill, but it is a very steep hill, 
which is, I suppose, on the approach to 
Sunbury on the Melbourne to Sunbury 
road. It leads down to a bridge, which is 
about 150 years old—back when horses 
and drays were about the only things 
that would go across that bridge. These 
days of course there are thousands of 
cars every day that use that bridge and 
thousands of cars that use that road. It 
is the main road between Sunbury and 
the Macedon Ranges and Melbourne 
Airport, where many thousands of the 
people who live in those areas work, and 
of course there are a good many people 
who live in Sunbury who also use that 
road to get into town.

We have been looking for the Bulla 
bypass to be built for decades. As a 
result of the fact that we have not had 
this bypass built, we have had too many 
deaths, and as I said, just recently we had 
another. The time has come for action. 
Now, my understanding is that the 
Minister for Planning is doing something 
to hold this up somewhere. There are 
all sorts of stories circulating as to why 
that is happening and what interest he 
has in this particular matter. People 
around the Sunbury and Bulla areas are 
talking about this incessantly. But what 
I do know is that this matter has to be 
resolved. The Bulla bypass must be built. 
This is a—

Mr Davis interjected.
Mr FINN: Well, the Bulla bypass has to 

be built, Mr Davis—it does. We—and I 
say ‘we’ because I am a local resident—
risk our lives every day on Bulla hill. 
I do not want to see any more people 
killed. The young lady who was killed 
there a couple of weeks ago was only in 
her early 30s, and it was just a tragedy to 
see. So what I am doing tonight is asking 
the minister as a matter of priority, and 
I emphasise the word ‘priority’—as a 
matter of urgency—to give the Bulla 
bypass the go-ahead. Let us get this 
vitally important project built, and let 
us make this area safer for thousands of 
people.

that the service would be needed. So how 
about we actually open the fire station 
and allow people to fight the fires, if 
indeed we have any this summer, which 
is not too far ahead? I ask the minister 
as a matter of urgency—and I really 
think it is a matter of urgency because 
this does impact on many thousands of 
people, many thousands of homes in 
that area—to open this fire station, to 
get it operational and to fully protect the 
community of Tarneit and surrounds.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
29 October 2019

Bulla bypass
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Roads. In the past three 
weeks three deaths have occurred 
as a result of accidents on Sunbury 
Road, the most recent of which was yet 
another death on Bulla hill. Bulla hill is a 
blackspot that has claimed far too many 
lives. The government has for some years 
had plans for the Bulla bypass, which 
would remove the extreme danger that 
Bulla hill currently poses to motorists. 
Minister, will you give approval for the 
immediate construction of the Bulla 
bypass before more people die?

COUNCIL | Members statements
29 October 2019

Mining Protests
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 

am a strong supporter of freedom of 
speech. The right to protest is a vital 
part of that freedom and one that I also 
very strongly support. Having said that, 
I speak for millions of Victorians when I 
say that enough is enough. We have all 
had a gutful. Not happy with a week of 
deliberate and premeditated disruption 
of the CBD earlier this month, much 
the same crowd has returned to protest 
against a mining conference, promising 
the same sort of anarchy we have already 
witnessed. The violence directed against 
members of Victoria Police this morning 
outside Jeff’s Shed cannot be tolerated. 
These lunatics are making Melbourne the 
ratbag capital of Australia.

If these sorts of campaigns of violence 
and disruption are to continue on a 
regular basis, the Andrews government 
must act to protect members of the 
community trying to legally go about 
their daily lives. Attacks on police horses 
at some of these demonstrations in the 
past should disgust us all, and I am sure 
Mr Meddick will back me up on that one. 
My suggestion is that horses be replaced 
on the front line with dogs. That should 
make for a far more even contest. If these 
sorts of riots in the guise of protests are 
to continue, VicPol should have money 
allocated to them for the purchase of a 
water cannon. We cannot put up with 
this any longer.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
30 October 2019

Tram upgrades for 
Melbourne’s west

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Public Transport. A recent 
newspaper article pricked a particular 
matter of concern that has annoyed 
me for some years. Trams serving the 
western and north-western suburbs 
of Melbourne are invariably the oldest 
rolling stock available, whereas the 
other side of Melbourne is served by the 
newest, fastest and shiniest trams. We do 
not have many tramlines in Melbourne’s 
west. It is not as if we would be hogging 
the supply if we were to be allowed 
some of those new, fast and shiny trams 
instead of the clapped-out species 
currently inflicted on us. Minister, what 
will you do to ensure that the people of 
the west are given access to the same 
quality of tram as is enjoyed by travellers 
in the rest of Melbourne?

COUNCIL | Adjournment
30 October 2019

East Meets West 
Lunar New Year 
Festival

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
Every January I particularly look forward 
to attending an event in my electorate, 
the East Meets West Lunar festival in 
Footscray. It is a particularly enjoyable 
event. It is a very big festival organised 
by the Footscray Asian Business 
Association, and I congratulate FABA on 
the job they do, not just with regard to 
the East Meets West Lunar festival, but 
indeed for a whole range of promotions, 
a whole range of activities that it 
conducts throughout the year. It is a very, 
very impressive group of people who are 
involved in FABA.

It has every year put on this festival 
and, as I say, it attracts thousands of 
people, not just from the west but from 
all over Melbourne. But it has come to 
our attention that there is somewhat 
of a discrepancy—an inequality, if you 
will—in relation to the funding with the 
Richmond festival, which is again a very 
big festival. As I am sure Mr Ondarchie 
will agree, it is a very big and successful 
festival, but it seems that the Richmond 
lunar festival receives from the state 
government some $25 000. The Footscray 
festival on the other hand gets $6000—

Mr Ondarchie interjected.
Mr FINN: Richmond just happens to 

be a marginal seat, strangely enough. 
But the inequality is standing out like 
the proverbial, and I am concerned that 
we are missing out. I am concerned 
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was fair dinkum. The fact that he has not 
would indicate that he is not—more than 
indicate that he is not.

What concerns me with regard to 
hazardous waste dumps is not so much 
what we know is there but what we do 
not know. Because yes, there are some 
very, very dangerous places in the 
western suburbs, as we are continuing 
to discover, but my concern is that there 
are people who are living in the west, and 
indeed the north, as Mr Ondarchie points 
out, who are living next to explosions 
that are waiting to go off—and they do 
not know about it. We do not know about 
it. That is what is, to my way of thinking, 
the greatest fear of all. I think there are a 
lot of people in the western suburbs who 
are waking up to the fact that they just 
might be living next to an unexploded 
bomb, if you will. The fact that the 
government has sat on its hands for 
months and months and months, indeed 
years, on this issue is a very, very sad 
reflection on the government’s attitude 
to the people of the western suburbs. It 
is not the only one, I might say, because 
we see time and time again the Labor 
Party refusing to acknowledge that the 
people in the west are as important as 
others elsewhere in Melbourne or indeed 
Victoria, although it has to be said that 
the Labor government does not really 
care much about anybody beyond the 
tram tracks, and the fact that we do not 
have too many tram tracks in the west 
might have something to do with their 
attitude toward us indeed.

It is a sad indictment on this 
government that we have come this 
far in 2019 and only now are we seeing 
this legislation before the house. It is, I 
suppose, a little bit hypocritical of the 
Andrews government to be talking about 
dangerous waste dumps when possibly 
the biggest landfill in the Southern 
Hemisphere is set to be built. I am sure 
you, Acting President Melhem, will be 
aware of the one I am talking about, at 
Ravenhall, which will affect many, many, 
thousands of people throughout the 
western suburbs. But again, as far as this 
government is concerned, the west does 
not matter. They have their votes—who 
really cares about them? That is the 
attitude of the government.

So they are going ahead. They are 
going to build this huge landfill at 
Ravenhall. God only knows what is going 
to be dumped in this thing. You will be 
able to see it from the moon, it is going to 
be so big. As I say, it will affect people in 
Caroline Springs and it will affect people 
in Taylors Hill, almost down to Werribee, 
keeping in mind that much of that area 
that we are talking about is now under 
intensive construction for housing. 
It is staggering to go out there. Every 
time I go to that part of the electorate, 
I am amazed by the development that 
is going on there. The development is 
not just houses; it is people, and those 
people will be affected by this appalling 
development—the tip at Ravenhall. The 
current one is bad enough. It causes 
illness and causes major distress to local 

that the people of the west are being 
discriminated against yet again by a party 
which takes them for granted, which uses 
and abuses them at will—and here we 
have a classic example of that.

The Footscray Asian Business 
Association, which promotes and 
organises this festival every year, 
is deserving of the support of the 
government to the same extent as the 
people of Richmond are. Now, I am very 
fond of Richmond, as most people would 
be aware, but this particular festival 
is one that I have been attending now 
for many years. In fact, President, you 
might like to join me next year, on 12 
January. You could come out and you 
could have a feed of noodles and maybe 
a beer or two. You will have a wow of a 
time, let me assure you. I ask the Minister 
for Multicultural Affairs to ensure that 
there is equality in the funding for this 
festival for next year and ensure that the 
Footscray festival gets the same amount 
as the Richmond festival, which is some 
$25 000.

COUNCIL | Second reading
31 October 2019

Dangerous Goods 
Amendment 
(Penalty Reform) 
Bill 2019

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
rise to speak briefly on the Dangerous 
Goods Amendment (Penalty Reform) Bill 
2019 and say that the opposition, as has 
been outlined by both Mr Rich-Phillips 
and Mr Ondarchie, will not be opposing 
this legislation. It is a step in the right 
direction, but it is a very small step and it 
is a very late step. This is not a new issue. 
The danger posed in the western suburbs 
and the northern suburbs in particular 
is not a new issue, yet here we are on the 
last day of October, with just two sitting 
weeks to go this year, and we have this 
legislation before the house. This is a 
huge issue, it is a dangerous issue, it is 
an issue that endangers human lives. 
Why was not this matter addressed in 
February? Why was not this right up top 
of the government’s priority list?

Well, it might have something to do 
with the minister, because the minister—
whatever portfolio she may roam 
through, and she has got a few—has got 
the Midas touch in reverse. Everything 
she touches turns to tish. She is arguably 
the most incompetent minister that I 
have seen in my life in this Parliament, 
which goes back a little way now. If the 
Premier was fair dinkum about dealing 
with these issues, if the Premier was 
fair dinkum about dealing with the 
environment, if the Premier was fair 
dinkum about dealing with our energy 
crisis, he would appoint a new minister. 
That is what he would do if indeed he 

residents. The new one will be, I believe, 
quite horrific. But, as I say, when you 
have got a minister such as the one we 
have you have got a expect that things 
are not going to go well for residents and 
locals.

So I will, with those few words, say that 
the opposition does not oppose the bill. 
It is a small step, but there is much still 
to be done. This step should have been 
made much, much sooner than it has 
been made, and we would be as a result 
of that now much further down the track 
to making the western and northern 
suburbs much safer for the people who 
live there.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
31 October 2019

Tarneit CFA 
Station

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is for the 
Minister for Police and Emergency 
Services. I refer the minister to the 
Tarneit CFA station that, despite being 
completed one year ago, sits empty 
and unused on Derrimut Road. The fire 
season is approaching at a rapid rate, 
and with the loss of volunteer firefighters 
as a result of the Andrews government’s 
war on the CFA, the use of every resource 
will be absolutely crucial this summer. 
It should also be pointed out that this 
new but empty fire station in Tarneit 
is adjacent to extensive new housing 
estates that have brought thousands of 
people, predominantly young families, 
to the area. They need the protection that 
this station should offer. Minister, when 
can the people of Tarneit expect their 
brand spanking new fire station to be 
actually used for the purpose for which it 
was built?

COUNCIL | Second reading
31 October 2019

Police Legislation 
Amendment 
(Road Safety 
Camera 
Commissioner 
And Other 
Matters) Bill 2019

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
Thank you, Acting President. Can I say 
that in all the years that I have been in 
this Parliament that is probably one of 
the pithiest comments I have heard from 
the Chair or anywhere else.

A member interjected.
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police did their job in protecting people 
going about their lawful day-to-day 
work. They did their job to protect those 
people against what I would describe as 
feral left-wing ruffians—and it may be 
too kind to describe them as ruffians. 
Certainly they are thugs. These people 
who are out protesting outside Jeff’s Shed 
this week are the same sort of people that 
we saw protesting a few weeks ago—that 
we see protesting at every protest. These 
people are not interested in the issue; 
they are just out for a fight. They do not 
care about whatever issue they happen to 
be fighting on, whether it be Aboriginal 
affairs, whether it be mining, whether it 
be uranium. You know, this goes back for 
years. They pick an issue, then they go 
out and they pick a fight on it—and quite 
literally pick a fight on it. They just love to 
bash the police. I have seen police being 
baited by these no-hopers ad nauseam, 
and the restraint that the police have 
shown over a long period of time is 
extraordinary. I have to say that put in 
the same position I would not show the 
same level of restraint. I think it would be 
safe to say there would be a few of those 
ferals who might be carried home on a 
stretcher if indeed they tried that on me.

It is, I think, very, very sad that those 
police who put themselves on the line 
earlier this week outside Jeff’s Shed—
and indeed some were assaulted, and 
indeed some had to be treated by 
doctors—would have gone home that 
night and turned on the television to 
find Dr Ratnam and Mr Bandt bagging 
them. I think it reflects extremely badly 
indeed on the Greens, but it is not at all 
surprising given that the Greens—I think 
it would be safe to say—do not mind 
supporting this sort of riffraff. This sort 
of riffraff largely comprises the Greens. 
The Greens have very little credibility in 
my eyes and I think very little credibility 
in the eyes of the great majority of 
people. The fact that Dr Ratnam is here 
by herself now after losing 80 per cent of 
her colleagues in the upper house at the 
election last year is a fair indication of 
what people think of the Greens. I have 
to say that Dr Ratnam and Mr Bandt, 
who is a very, very strange man, have 
done very little to endear themselves 
to good people in Victoria or anywhere 
else, I might say, by their performance 
this week. I would counsel them, if I may 
be so bold, and suggest that they might 
like to think twice—maybe even thinking 
once might be good—before attacking 
our police in the way that they have done 
this week.

Every year, as members would know, I 
have a good deal to do with the police in 
the lead-up to the March for the Babies, 
and we are quite often attacked by the 
same sort of ferals who were outside 
Jeff’s Shed and on the streets gluing 
themselves to tram tracks—where is a 
tram when you need one? But they are 
the same sort of people that attack us. 
I personally deal with the police very 
closely, and they are people who are very 
professional. They know exactly what 
they are doing. They are there to protect 

Mr FINN: Yes, I won’t spell it, so don’t 
worry. Thank you for that. That has made 
my day.

I rise to speak on the Police Legislation 
Amendment (Road Safety Camera 
Commissioner and Other Matters) Bill 
2019. In doing so I have to say that it is 
a great pity that Mr Melhem is not here 
still. He has done the job and run—not 
for the first time I gather but he has done 
it again. I have to make the observation 
that he was actually judging others by 
his own standards when he was talking 
about Mr O’Donohue being all hairy-
chested and putting up the amendment 
to support the police horses for political 
reasons. Knowing Mr O’Donohue as I 
do, I know him to be a very caring man, 
a man who is very honourable but also 
very caring, and I think if anybody was 
going to come up with an amendment 
to protect police horses it would be Mr 
O’Donohue.

A member interjected.
Mr FINN: He does happen to be here; 

that is true. The fact of the matter is that 
Mr Melhem has made some statements 
about Mr O’Donohue which are grossly 
incorrect. They reflect very badly on Mr 
Melhem—far, far more than they would 
ever reflect on Mr O’Donohue.

I have said in this house on many 
occasions over the years that I have 
absolute respect and admiration for our 
men and women in blue—the thin blue 
line. They are the ones who are out there 
protecting us night and day, many of 
them risking their lives, and that is shown 
up by the stress levels that are suffered 
by police members now. Unfortunately 
the suicide numbers of police officers are 
tragic; it is just appalling. I have known 
police over the years who have taken 
their job particularly hard. They do take 
it seriously. They do not necessarily take 
themselves seriously, but they certainly 
take their jobs seriously. I think we are 
very fortunate indeed to have the police 
force that we do have in Victoria. I have 
some queries about police command, 
but that we will leave for another day. 
Although there might be some who want 
to discuss that now, we will leave that for 
another day.

But certainly the men and the women 
on the beat are second to none as far 
as I am concerned, as indeed are the 
PSOs. I am sure those of us in this 
Parliament will all agree—will almost 
all agree anyway—that the PSOs do a 
marvellous job in protecting us and 
indeed protecting many members of the 
community in a whole range of places. 
Whether it be in the courts, some of 
the other government buildings or the 
public transport system, the PSOs do a 
marvellous job, so I put on record my 
thanks to and admiration for both them 
and our police. We would be in diabolical 
trouble without them.

It is a great pity that Dr Ratnam and 
her colleague Mr Bandt in the federal 
Parliament do not feel the same way. 
They felt inclined to have a decent old 
whack at the police this week after the 

people who want to go about their daily 
chores in a reasonable and legal manner. 
They are there to protect people who 
wish to protest in a peaceful manner, as 
we do, and for them to be attacked in 
the way that they have been this week I 
think is despicable. It is shameful, and it 
is something that shows up the Greens 
for what they are. If anybody wants 
to know what the Australian Greens 
are all about, just have a look at that 
rabble outside Jeff’s Shed this week. 
That is the Greens in action. They will 
use anything to try and overturn our 
system. They will do anything to push 
their revolutionary agenda, and it is 
something that I condemn, that I have 
long condemned and that I suspect I will 
condemn however long I might stay in 
this house—and I have got a feeling that 
even after I have left this house I might 
still be condemning the Greens and what 
they get up to. To understate things, the 
Greens are not flash at all—and that is 
quite an understatement.

We heard Mr Melhem and indeed the 
19th Labor member, Dr Cumming, say 
that we do not need the amendments 
that have been put up by Mr O’Donohue, 
because that is already law. Well, the 
fact of the matter is that there is nothing 
in any law anywhere which makes 
assaulting—and that is what we are 
talking about here—police horses in 
particular a special offence, and I think 
it should be. We should be sending a 
message to these people that in the 
circumstances that we have seen not just 
this week, not just this month but indeed 
over the last few years, if they take on 
the attitude that they can punch police 
horses, that they can kick police horses, 
that they can throw marbles under police 
horses in the hope of bringing them 
down, that they can butt their cigarettes 
out on the rumps of police horses—if 
they do that—then they go to jail. It is 
as simple as that. That is the message 
that these amendments bring, and I 
think quite frankly it is long overdue. 
Irrespective of my comments the other 
day about replacing police horses on the 
front line with dogs, which I still think 
has some considerable merit, if there are 
police horses on the front line we have an 
obligation as people who are supposed to 
be protecting law and order in the state 
to support those police horses as much 
as we support the men and women who 
ride them and indeed are beside them 
on the front line. So it is really important 
that this Parliament sends a message to 
the riffraff, sends a message to the rabble, 
that if they do those evil things to police 
horses they will go to jail. I think we have 
to send that message very explicitly, 
without any qualms, without any ifs or 
buts. We have to send that message very, 
very clearly—so clearly that even those 
dumb people, many of whom have not 
got a lot upstairs, will understand what 
we are talking about.

We certainly do not oppose this bill, 
but I very warmly and very strongly 
support the amendments proposed by 
Mr O’Donohue. I implore members 
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would have started that young, but 
clearly she did. I am absolutely in awe of 
what Professor Dissanayake is doing, and 
her team. That is really saying something 
from somebody who does not always 
have a high opinion of academics.

The National Disability Insurance 
Agency is taking over responsibility for 
many of the direct services provided 
by OTARC. That is happening in the 
middle of next year. The problem 
is that the NDIA does not include a 
research capacity, so it can, does and 
will provide the money necessary for 
the direct services for the children and 
the families that OTARC services but it 
does not provide—and it cannot provide 
by legislation, as I understand it—any 
money for research. Now, for a research 
centre, particularly one as important 
as the Olga Tennison Autism Research 
Centre, not to have any income for 
research is an unmitigated disaster, not 
just for Victoria but indeed for Australia. 
Given what OTARC has been working 
on for so many years, even working on 
getting the recognition of the diagnosis 
down to just six months after birth, is 
just remarkable. We need this centre 
to continue its work. Every family with 
autism needs this centre to continue 
doing its work and needs it desperately.

What I am asking the minister to 
do, given that the NDIA taking over 
will save the state government many, 
many millions of dollars that it is now 
putting into the services being provided 
by OTARC, is to provide $125 000 for 
a research fellow at OTARC. That will 
go a very long way to ensuring that the 
research is continued and families with 
autism will benefit from that research.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
12 November 2019

Wyndham 
Somali Action 
Community 
Group funding

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is for 
the Minister for Multicultural Affairs. 
Last week I met with members of the 
Wyndham Somali Action Community 
Group. They shared with me their 
concerns, particularly for the youth of 
their community, as well as problems 
facing Somali women and ongoing 
issues with finding jobs for members 
of the community. I commend these 
outstanding people for the responsibility 
they have taken on to assist new arrivals 
from Somalia. At a time when media has 
carried much adverse publicity about 
migrants from Africa, this group has 
decided to do something positive to help 
people who need it. Minister, will you 
join me in supporting the Wyndham 
Somali Action Community Group by 

of the government to support these 
amendments, and I certainly expect 
that Mr Meddick will support these 
amendments, because he is in here, 
apparently, to support animal rights and 
protect animals, so it would be a given 
that he indeed would support these 
amendments put up by Mr O’Donohue. 
But I ask members of the government 
to support these amendments if they 
care about animals and if they want 
to protect animals, particularly police 
horses, which do such a wonderful job. 
Mr O’Donohue made some comments 
earlier about his visit to Attwood. I 
have been there myself, and it is quite 
extraordinary to see these police horses. 
Police horses are just such magnificent 
creatures that you really would have to 
have something seriously wrong with you 
to even think about hurting them, and 
those who do should face the full wrath 
of the law.

Mr O’Donohue’s amendments today 
ensure that it is made very clear not just, 
I might say, to the demonstrators but 
also to the magistrates, to the judiciary, 
because sometimes the judiciary 
are thicker than the demonstrators. 
That is something that we have to 
remember—that we have to sometimes 
put legislation in words that are very, 
very easy to understand so that even 
somebody under a wig can pick it up. 
I urge members on both sides of the 
house to support these amendments to 
protect Victoria Police men and women 
but also to protect the police horses that 
do such a wonderful job around the 
state, particularly in situations such as 
those we have seen this week. It would 
be wonderful if it was a bipartisan 
agreement. It would be a wonderful 
thing if both sides of the house were to 
support our police horses and our police 
force in the way that Mr O’Donohue has 
proposed.

COUNCIL | Adjournment
31 October 2019

Olga Tennison 
Autism Research 
Centre

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
My adjournment this evening is for the 
attention of the Minister for Health, and 
it concerns a visit that I made with my 
colleague and friend Mr Ondarchie to the 
Olga Tennison Autism Research Centre 
at Latrobe University last week. The Olga 
Tennison Autism Research Centre—
OTARC as it is known Australia-wide—is 
one of the nation’s greatest research 
centres for autism. It has produced some 
extraordinary results over the period of 
time that it has been open. I know its 
director, Professor Cheryl Dissanayake, 
has been working on this, I think she 
said to me, since the early 1980s, which 
surprised me. I did not think that she 

making available funding to allow them 
not just to continue but to extend their 
work?

COUNCIL | Petitions
12 November 2019

Western 
Metropolitan 
Region Level 
Crossing 
Removals

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
(530 signatures).

Laid on table.
Mr FINN: I move:

That the petition be considered on the 
next day of meeting.

Motion agreed to.

COUNCIL | Adjournment
12 November 2019

Moonee Valley 
Planning

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
wish to raise a matter this evening for the 
attention of the Minister for Planning. 
I have to say that this is one of the 
more outrageous planning situations 
that I have seen in my life and in this 
Parliament. I will start off by quoting 
from a letter that I received from a 
constituent in Avondale Heights. She 
writes:

Our situation is that we have a lovely 
home on the Maribyrnong river in 
Avondale Heights. Behind our home 
in Larwood Close is the development 
of Riverview Retirement Village. This 
development was initially—

approved—
after going through VCAT and the first 
set of plans were endorsed by council 
in 2008. Although the local residents 
weren’t happy about seeing the land 
developed the plans had been agreed 
upon with particular emphasis placed 
on the heights of the new buildings.

However, since then there have been 
a series of amendments made to these 
plans through secondary consent, 
without notification or consultation 
the residents were shocked to see the 
land starting to be built up a couple 
of months ago. The developers called 
a meeting with the local community 
in which they said that they were in 
compliance to the approved plans and 
it was done and dusted and would 
not be discussed any further. The 
residents were left shocked and made 
to feel stupid as the plans that we had 
from 2008 were very different to the 
approved versions the developers were 
showing.
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COUNCIL | Second reading
13 November 2019

Commercial 
Passenger 
Vehicle Industry 
Amendment Bill 
2019

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I rise to speak on the Commercial 
Passenger Vehicle Industry Amendment 
Bill 2019, and in doing so I commend 
Mr Barton on bringing this legislation 
before the house—a very good job 
indeed he has done in this regard. I 
have to make the observation that it was 
entirely appropriate, given the recent 
rulings of the Federal Court, that Mr 
Melhem was the lead speaker for the 
government on this piece of legislation, 
because it seems to me that if anybody 
knows about touting it is Mr Melhem. He 
has come in here again today and has 
shown us his capacity for touting. I just 
wish that we could widen the debate. 
Look, he has got a bag there. He has got 
a bag. Just check and see: is that an Aldi 
bag? We will see how many brand-new 
printed notes can fit into the bag that Mr 
Melhem is carrying. It is amusing, to say 
the least, that the government chose to 
put Mr Melhem up as the first speaker 
on this particular bill because, as I say, 
of anybody in this house, Mr Melhem is 
indeed the king of touting.

Now, I have noticed over recent 
months on those occasions when I have 
arrived back at Melbourne Airport that 
a number of people have approached 
me requesting that I get into a car with 
them. Now that is not something, under 
normal circumstances, that I would take 
up. And I have to say I have looked at 
some of these people and I have said, 
‘Who is that sniffer? What is going on 
here? Who are these people and what 
do they want for nothing?’. It reminds 
me a little bit of some of the places that 
I have visited overseas where you have 
got unemployed camel drivers out the 
front of the airport offering to give you 
a lift to God knows where—you do not 
quite know where you are going to end 
up, you do not know what sort of car you 
are going to be in and you do not know 
where they are going to take you.

It seems to me that Melbourne yet 
again is indicating that under this 
government it is reaching down to Third 
World levels, and that is a sad reflection 
on Victoria and a sad reflection on the 
government that we have in this state. It 
just seems to me that to have people—
particularly people who perhaps have 
never been to Melbourne before, 
have never been to Australia before; it 
might be their first experience here in 
Australia—be approached by some of 
the sniffiest individuals you have ever 

Now, there is a whole range of 
other comments that are made by my 
constituent. As a result of this letter I 
visited my constituent and a number 
of her neighbours last week, and I have 
to say that when I found out the whole 
story I was absolutely stunned. I was 
staggered. This is the most extraordinary, 
most outrageous abuse of the planning 
system that I have seen in a very, very 
long time. What is going on amongst 
the officers at Moonee Valley council I 
cannot begin to imagine. In fact I am not 
sure I want to imagine. But certainly the 
people in Larwood Close, the people in 
that particular area, have been treated 
abysmally by the council so I have to ask 
exactly what is going on with those who 
are conducting the process.

Given the fact that this is an appalling 
abuse of process and given that this is 
something that, I think, is an affront to 
the democratic rights of the people in 
this particular area of Avondale Heights, 
I am asking the minister to establish a 
full ministerial inquiry into this entire 
matter, and I ask him to do it as a matter 
of urgency because this retirement 
village is being built. I went out there the 
other day, and I saw it being built. I ask 
the Minister for Planning to establish this 
inquiry to get to the truth so that these 
people in Avondale Heights can get a fair 
go.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
13 November 2019

Keilor Plains 
railway station 
parking

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Public Transport. I have 
been approached by constituents deeply 
aggrieved by the lack of parking at Keilor 
Plains railway station. They inform me 
it is a total waste of time trying to find a 
parking spot at the station any time after 
7.00 am and quite often well before. One 
constituent tells me she has given up 
taking the train and now drives to the city 
every day because of what she describes 
as the ‘hopeless situation’ with parking 
at Keilor Plains station. It is difficult to 
believe she is the only one who finds 
herself in this situation. Minister, what 
are you doing to increase parking at 
Keilor Plains railway station, if anything?

seen in your life at the airport and to be 
possibly bundled into, I do not know, a 
1954 Vauxhall or something is something 
that we can and must do better at.

Of course safety is a very important 
part of that, because we just do not know 
who these people are. And as I say, I have 
looked at them, and some of them look 
quite respectable. If Mr Barton was down 
there touting, I would be very happy to 
get into his Rolls-Royce and he could 
drive me wherever he liked, but some of 
these people leave a fair bit to be desired 
and I just wonder if they might not take 
me to a back street in Gladstone Park and 
do me over and take my shoes and socks 
off.

Oh, strike me, look who is in the 
chair! Acting President Melhem, it is 
particularly important that we provide 
security and a safe atmosphere for those 
people who are arriving at Melbourne 
Airport and in other places as well. We 
have seen it. I recall well after the AFL 
Grand Final this year at the MCG. Who 
could ever forget, on that grand day, 28 
September this year at the MCG, when 
the mighty Richmond Football Club 
took Greater Western Sydney apart by 
89 points, and what a sensational victory 
it was. Who would have thought when 
they arrived that day that Richmond 
would have taken anybody apart in the 
way that they did? Surely it makes them 
one of the more powerful football clubs 
in the history of the game, I would have 
thought. That is by the by.

As I was leaving the ground, and 
I had two of my daughters with me, 
we were approached by I think two 
or three people who offered us lifts to 
wherever we wanted to go. Perhaps in 
that situation there might be people 
who would take up the offer. In that 
situation—100 000 people all trying to 
push toward various forms of vehicles 
to get home—it might well be that 
people looking for cabs might take the 
opportunity of somebody coming up 
to them and making them an offer that 
they would otherwise refuse but on 
that occasion would accept. And that is 
something that I find we should not be 
doing at all.

Indeed, leaving the Melbourne Cup 
this year—was it last week or was it the 
week before? Last week, it was—no, the 
week before.

Mr Gepp interjected.
Mr FINN: No, I was there. I should 

mention to Mr Gepp—I know he regards 
himself as a fine judge of horseflesh—
that I actually backed the winner of the 
cup. Not only did I back the winner of 
the cup but I backed the second horse 
as well, which did finish third but was 
pushed up to second. So I did quite well 
on that, as well as another winner and 
I think about three or four seconds and 
I backed them both ways, so I did very, 
very nicely on the day.

But as I was saying, in leaving the 
course that day I was actually looking for 
a taxi to get home as quickly as I possibly 
could. There were a number of taxis that 
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taxi reform program. I have to admit 
that during the course of the Baillieu 
and Napthine governments, particularly 
the Baillieu government, I had reason 
to raise my concerns with the transport 
minister at the time about what may or 
may not have been happening to taxi 
operators. I have a deep-seated belief 
in the importance and strength of small 
business, and these people are small 
business operators—people who own 
and operate their own taxis; some may 
have five, six, 10, whatever. They are 
small business operators, and my view 
is that governments should not interfere 
with them unduly. Governments should 
not get in the way of them making a 
dollar—not to the extent that it would 
not prevent them from doing something 
that they should not, but I think it is 
important that they be allowed to get on 
and make a dollar.

I expressed that concern when we 
were in government. But when the 
change of government came, the Daniel 
Andrews steamrolling machine came 
through and flattened all before them—
and it is still going. You can talk about 
consultation, and we know that Labor’s 
idea of consultation is, ‘Do that or else’, 
and there is not a lot of ‘or else’; you 
just do it. It is as simple as that, and we 
have seen that. If I was to talk about the 
number of projects and the number 
of areas where this government has 
completely disregarded consultation, 
we would be here all night. We would be 
going all night. We would have another 
all-night sitting, because consultation is 
not something that Daniel Andrews is 
all that interested in at all. It is his way or 
the highway, and I am sure there are any 
number of members of the government 
who have been at the rough end of that 
particular piece of philosophy from the 
Premier as well.

The fact of the matter is that when Mr 
Melhem said that there was some pain 
involved in the taxi reform program, 
he was right—he was absolutely right. 
In fact it seems to me that the Andrews 
government is particularly good at 
inflicting pain, particularly on workers. 
Now, we have just been through a debate 
in this house after an announcement 
by the government last week. In one fell 
swoop they have wiped out an entire 
industry—put thousands of people out 
of work—which will cause God knows 
how much pain over the next decade or 
perhaps even more. There is no regard 
for workers. There is no regard for small 
business, whether it be in the logging 
industry or whether it be in the taxi 
industry. Whatever it be, there is no 
regard for working people in the Labor 
Party. Now, there was a time—and I am 
old enough to remember it, which shows 
I am getting on a bit—when the Labor 
Party did care about working people. It 
was a fair time ago, but there was a time. 
What we are seeing now in this state 
is that that has long passed. We have a 
Premier and we have a government that 
do not give a stuff about the workers. We 
have a Premier and a government that 

were making their way into the course 
as I was leaving, and I was sort of asking 
them, ‘Would you like to take me home? 
Would there be any chance that you 
could actually put me in the car?’. I said, 
‘Have I got a deal for you. This is what I’ll 
do: I’ll get in the car, you can drive me 
home and I’ll pay you. How does that 
sound?’. And there was one bloke who 
said, ‘Hundred dollars. Hundred dollars’. 
I said, ‘Get out of here’. I mean, it is about 
a $30 trip. So even then I think that has 
to be—

A member interjected.
Mr FINN: It was a public holiday, that 

is true, so he was probably taking full 
advantage of the situation. But that is, I 
think, a form of touting where you ask 
somebody to drive you home in a taxi 
sort of situation and they come up with 
a price that they want. I did not find 
that the market actually met it on that 
particular occasion. It was pretty rugged 
indeed, but it is something that I think we 
have to clean up. These sorts of people do 
give the taxi industry a bad name, and I 
think it is safe to say that the taxi industry 
has, over an extended period, not had the 
sort of reputation that it deserves.

Going back to the days of the Kennett 
government—and I am sure there are 
some in this house who will remember 
what Jeff Kennett did to reform the taxi 
industry and to bring taxidrivers and the 
taxicabs themselves up to scratch—Jeff 
Kennett would go out, as Premier, to 
Tullamarine airport himself. He would 
actually inspect the taxis and inspect the 
drivers. He would personally go out there 
and make sure that they were clean, they 
were able to understand where people 
wanted to go and they were actually able 
to take them there.

Sadly, we have come a long way from 
those days because unfortunately there 
are still some people who do not know 
where they are going. I well remember 
many years ago one Friday night when I 
was running late. I was in Bourke Street 
and I hailed down a cab. I was running 
late for a Richmond-Collingwood game 
actually, at the MCG. I jumped into 
the cab and I said to the driver, ‘The 
MCG, please’. He looked at me and said, 
‘Where’s that?’. So if you have got a driver 
who is in Bourke Street, Melbourne, and 
who does not actually know how to get to 
the MCG from there, there is a problem. 
There are some of those people who are 
still about, but it would be good if we got 
back to the days when Jeff Kennett was 
Premier and we had a taxi industry that 
we all could be very proud of. It was one 
that probably led the world in many ways 
and one that I know Jeff was very proud 
to oversee.

We heard Mr Melhem talk about the 
government’s taxi reform program, 
and he made reference to some pain 
involved in that program. Acting 
President Melhem, I would suggest to 
you very strongly that that makes Mr 
Melhem not just the touting king of 
Melbourne; it makes him the absolute 
king of the understatement, because 
more than some pain was a part of this 

do not give a stuff about small business 
operators in this state. They show it time 
and time and time again—and they 
showed it with the taxi industry reforms.

Well, it was a total shemozzle. Yes, 
as Ms Shing referred to earlier, I was 
chair of the Economy and Infrastructure 
Committee in the last Parliament and 
we did undertake—I think the first—
review of the taxi changes, and there 
was a bipartisan recommendation 
to the government that it give the 
operators and the taxi industry a fair go. 
The government of course, naturally, 
totally disregarded that. And when I say 
‘bipartisan’—Liberal, Labor, everyone 
together—we all agreed, much to the 
consternation I think of everybody in 
both houses of Parliament and on both 
sides of the Parliament. There was a 
bipartisan view that the taxi industry 
and the taxi operators should be given 
a fair go, but the government was not 
interested—and they continued down 
the path.

Mr Melhem talked about compassion. 
Well, how is this compassion? When we 
hear about—without talking about the 
logging industry or anywhere else—in 
the taxi industry alone, the number of 
bankruptcies, the number of broken 
families, the number of lost homes 
and the number of suicides that have 
occurred as a direct result of the handling 
of this taxi reform by the Andrews 
government we see it is for so many 
people in this state a total, unmitigated 
disaster. And for Mr Melhem or anybody 
else on the government side to get up 
and try and trumpet it, to try and paint 
a different picture is grossly dishonest, 
to be quite frank. It is not a matter of 
semantics. It is not a matter of dancing 
around with words. It is purely and 
completely dishonest to try and paint 
these taxi reforms as anything else than a 
soulless, vicious attack on small business 
operators—people who had put their life 
savings into taxis. Many people who had 
come from overseas had worked their 
guts out, seven days a week for decades; 
that was their superannuation—and 
overnight it was gone, like that. That is 
the Labor Party’s idea, apparently, of 
compassion.

Is it any wonder that we saw the 
impact on those who were so severely 
affected by these so-called reforms? 
‘Reform’ is not the right word to use. The 
word we need to use is ‘attack’, because 
that is what it was and that is what it 
is. We heard before about supposed 
compensation. It was a pittance, and that 
unfortunately cost many, many people 
very dearly. Indeed, as I said before, it 
cost some people their lives, and that is 
something that no government should be 
proud of talking about.

I mean, if I was involved in a 
government that was responsible for 
what this government has done with 
regard to the taxi industry, I do not think 
I would be able to sleep at night; in fact 
I am pretty sure I would not be able to 
sleep at night. I certainly would not be 
able to look at myself in the mirror in the 
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COUNCIL | Adjournment
13 November 2019

Western 
Metropolitan 
Region Level 
Crossing 
Removals

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
wish to raise a matter this evening for the 
attention of the Minister for Transport 
Infrastructure. It concerns discussions 
that I have had for a number of weeks 
now with the Wyndham Infrastructure 
Network. I have actually also raised this 
matter as a constituency question for 
the attention of the minister. It concerns 
the impact that the removal of three 
level crossings from Hoppers Crossing 
through to Werribee will have on the 
local community if the current plans are 
carried through.

The Wyndham Infrastructure Network 
has been established. They are a very 
knowledgeable group. They have at 
least two engineers on board, and they 
are very, very knowledgeable in how to 
do things properly. It might be worth 
the minister listening to them on this 
occasion. Nobody is arguing that the 
level crossings need to be removed. I 
am certainly very enthusiastic about 
the removal of these level crossings, but 
the current plan would cause enormous 
traffic disruption—permanent traffic 
disruption—and it will only get worse 
right through Werribee.

That of course is a major concern, and 
it has led this group of local people to get 
together and put together a much better 
plan—and it seems to me to be a much 
better plan. What they are suggesting 
is that a tunnel be built from Hoppers 
Crossing right through to Werribee to 
remove the level crossings but without 
that traffic disruption to which I refer. 
The group is strongly of the view that 
it would cost approximately the same 
amount of money as the three removals 
will cost, so it seems to me that if you 
are going to be spending that sort of 
money—and it will be a huge amount 
of money—it would be much better to 
get the sort of result that a tunnel would 
produce than to have traffic mayhem 
throughout Hoppers Crossing and 
Werribee for an extended period of time, 
in fact permanently.

I am asking the minister to put into 
place the consultation that she so often 
speaks of and to actually speak to the 
Wyndham Infrastructure Network with 
a view to taking on board their very 
sensible and very well thought out 
suggestions and getting the best possible 
result for the people of Hoppers Crossing 
and Werribee. It seems to me that if 
we can get a better result for the same 

morning because it would be a matter of 
grave and overwhelming shame to me to 
have done that to people who just did not 
deserve it. They did not deserve it, but it 
happened.

I know Mr Barton is here in this 
Parliament, in this house. Perhaps it 
is one of the very few positive benefits 
that the reforms had—the fact that they 
propelled Mr Barton into this Parliament 
and he is able to put forward this 
legislation today. I know there are others 
who wish to speak on this bill, so I will 
not hold the floor for too much longer, 
but I certainly do commend Mr Barton 
on bringing this legislation forward. I 
wish him well in his crusade for justice 
for taxi operators. It is something that I 
believe in, having heard and having met 
those operators and their families—and 
you have got to remember it is not just 
about some old blokes; it is their wives, 
it is their kids, it is their grandkids. They 
have all suffered as a result of having 
everything ripped away from them. 
Could you imagine what it would be 
like if you woke up one morning to 
discover that the government had taken 
everything that you owned? Could 
you imagine what it would be like? 
How would you feel? Well, that is what 
happened to these people. All they had 
done all their lives was work, pay tax 
and obey the law, and one morning they 
woke up and they were penniless. Do you 
really think that is fair? Does anybody 
really think that is fair? I certainly do not.

That taxi reform should be held up as 
an example around the world of how not 
to do something. It is something that we 
in Victoria need to rectify at some stage. 
I am not sure if we can ever properly 
rectify it—if we can ever properly put 
Humpty Dumpty back together again, if I 
can use that term—because of course, as 
I said, there are some who have lost their 
homes; their homes are gone. Worse, 
there are some who have lost everything. 
Indeed there are some who have lost 
their lives, and that is something that we 
can never, ever give back to anyone.

I commend Mr Barton on bringing 
this bill to the house. I deeply regret 
the reforms and the way that they were 
handled. This has led Mr Barton to bring 
this bill to the house, and I sincerely 
hope that the house will support the bill. 
Most certainly the opposition will be 
doing that.

amount of money, common sense tells 
us that that is exactly what we should do.

COUNCIL | Petitions
14 November 2019

Upper 
Stony Creek 
Transformation 
Project

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
(182 signatures).

Laid on table.
Mr FINN: I move:

That the petition be taken into 
consideration on the next day of 
meeting. 

Motion agreed to.

COUNCIL | Members statements
14 November 2019

Peter MacCallum 
Cancer Centre

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I was too young to remember the 
first time I accompanied my father to 
the then Peter MacCallum Clinic on 
Little Lonsdale Street, but that building 
became a very big part of my life over 
the next 17 years as it helped Dad fight 
the ravages of cancer. In the years since 
I have seen Peter Mac established as a 
hospital just a stone’s throw from where 
I am standing now and more recently 
as a comprehensive cancer centre in 
Parkville. The new centre looks mighty 
impressive, but I often said a silent prayer 
as I passed that God might spare me from 
ever having to go in there. Sadly, he must 
not have been listening, and my younger 
sister was diagnosed with a particularly 
aggressive form of breast cancer.

Earlier this year I entered the new Peter 
Mac for my sister’s first chemotherapy 
treatment. It was brighter and friendlier 
than what I remembered from all those 
years ago, but there was no getting away 
from the fact that the big C still hung 
heavily over us. Throughout the course of 
this year my little sister has been to hell 
and back, with the impact of treatment 
knocking her around badly. All the while, 
the support and caring from the people 
at Peter Mac was the same as our father 
experienced five decades before.

Last week we got the news we had 
been hoping and praying for. My 
sister is now free of the cancer that 
just a few months ago was threatening 
to take her away from us. Professor 
Michael Henderson is a superhero, and 
oncologist Dr Courtney McDonald is 
a living treasure. The rest of the team 
has our gratitude forever. Despite the 
financial pressures it faces, the Peter 
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here we have it. As was said a number 
of times during the federal campaign, 
‘When Labor runs out of money, it comes 
after yours’. That is what this legislation is 
about: it is about coming after people’s 
money. Let us make it very clear: taxation 
is not government money; it is taxpayers 
money. That is the big difference 
between this side of the house and the 
other side of house: we know that, we 
accept that, we respect that. But the other 
side—Labor and the Greens and some of 
our friends on the crossbench—regard 
taxation as their money. But they have 
no automatic right to that money. In fact 
they should not be taking as much as 
they are.

We on this side of the house know and 
respect that taxpayers work very hard 
for their money, and the government 
have an obligation to respect the fact 
that it is their money. In fact in the times 
when we were in government, when I 
had the opportunity to open whatever 
community facility in the west that I 
had been asked to by the minister of the 
day, I always began my comments by 
acknowledging the owner of the money 
that went to build the facility, and that 
of course was the taxpayer. We on this 
side of the house have total respect for 
those who earn money and are forced to 
pay tax. Fundamentally we believe that 
taxation should be much lower than it 
is. In fact it should be as low as we can 
possibly get it—not so much Mr Gepp 
and not so much the Labor Party, who 
are very keen on taking every cent they 
can possibly get. They are very keen on 
doing that.

This is a typical Labor government. 
We have heard both the Treasurer and 
the Premier say that they have delivered 
good Labor budgets. Yes, they have. 
‘Good’ and ‘Labor’ I am not actually 
sure are two words that should be used 
in the same sentence. But they are 
indeed solid Labor budgets because 
they tax and spend. The more they 
spend, the more they tax. They do not 
particularly care what they spend it 
on, and they do not particularly care 
how much they spend, as long as they 
spend. That is their definition of activity. 
That is their definition of being a good 
government: spending other people’s 
money. That is what they are on about. 
We have seen this time and time again, 
and we are seeing it again. They have 
no understanding of what is value for 
money, no understanding at all.

We are seeing this at the moment, as 
Mr Ondarchie pointed out, in quite a 
number of blowouts on projects right 
across the board. You just have to have 
a look at some of the railway crossing 
removal projects that are going on at the 
moment out in the western suburbs. I 
have raised this in the house a couple 
of times now, and I anticipate that I will 
probably raise it again: the prospect of 
three railway crossings being removed in 
Werribee at a cost of close to $2 billion 
that will cause an enormous amount 
of pain for motorists permanently. You 

MacCallum comprehensive cancer 
centre is working miracles every day. It 
gives hope, it gives life, and mine is just 
one family among many it has saved 
from immeasurable grief.

COUNCIL | Second reading
14 November 2019

State Taxation 
Acts Further 
Amendment Bill 
2019

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
rise to speak on the State Taxation Acts 
Further Amendment Bill 2019. I take on 
board the comments by Ms Shing, the 
minister without portfolio over there, 
who made some observations about 
members on this side of the house 
whilst she was pontificating on matters 
that lost most of us, I have to say, and 
there were varying attitudes between 
the two speakers we have had from the 
government to this point.

Mr Gepp was very clear, was very 
succinct and was very much to the point. 
He likes tax. In fact he does not like tax; 
he loves tax. As a Labor man you would 
expect him to love tax. He spoke for 
15 minutes about his love for tax, and 
he cannot think of anyone or anything 
that should not be taxed more. That 
is something that, as I say, you would 
expect from a Labor man, and Mr Gepp 
is a true Labor man.

Then we heard from Ms Shing. I am 
not exactly sure if Ms Shing’s heart was 
in it. She did not sort of show any great 
enthusiasm for this legislation. She did 
not show any great enthusiasm for the 
government. She did not show any great 
enthusiasm for the direction that the 
government might be taking us in. In 
fact the last time I saw such a pathetic 
performance was Greater Western 
Sydney at the MCG on grand final day. 
I think they might have actually put in 
a better performance on the day than 
Ms Shing did. At least they started well. 
The same thing cannot be said of her. 
That is rather sad. I think probably Ms 
Shing is looking forward to the end of the 
year. She has had another disappointing 
one, and I can understand that she 
wants a Bex and a lie-down. That is fully 
understandable.

I go back to election night in 2014. 
I made a prediction that night. I was 
really hoping that I would be wrong, but 
unfortunately, like in so many things, 
I was right. I said on the night of the 
election in 2014 when the Andrews 
government was elected, ‘You watch. 
Give this mob a few years and we’ll be 
longing for the days of the Cain-Kirner 
governments. This Andrews mob will 
make us all yearn for the days of the 
Cain-Kirner governments. They will be 
the good old days’. And sure enough, 

could spend that sort of money to cause 
pain only in a Labor government.

The local people have put forward 
a proposal which would allow, for the 
same amount of money, a tunnel to be 
built which would remove not just the 
railway crossings but also the traffic 
difficulties that the current proposal 
put forward by the government would 
cause. I will bet London to a brick that 
the minister, Jacinta Allan, will tell them 
to get stuffed, because that is what she 
does. When people come to her with a 
proposal which actually makes sense, 
when community people come to her 
and say, ‘We have got a better idea than 
the one that you’re proposing’, she says, 
‘Get stuffed’. That is her attitude. This is 
Labor’s attitude to consultation on these 
sorts of things.

I wish the people of Wyndham well. 
I know the Wyndham Infrastructure 
Network has done a power of work 
coming up with a proposal which will 
actually work for the local community 
and will provide a much better end 
product for the local community than 
is being proposed by the government. I 
will, as I have so far to this point, assist 
them in pushing that agenda. I think it is 
a very worthwhile agenda. But you will 
not see much joy, I suspect, from the 
government, which is extremely set in its 
ways in that this is the way they are going 
to do it and they do not particularly care 
who suggests or wants to do anything 
else.

This piece of legislation is before 
the house today because earlier this 
year, and perhaps late last year, this 
government made a decision—in fact 
it made a number of decisions. It made 
spending decisions based on the election 
of a Shorten government. It made 
decisions that it would spend up big, 
that it would throw billions of dollars 
at everyone and everybody, because 
Bill Shorten was going to be the Prime 
Minister and he would bail Victoria out. 
He was going to be the Prime Minister, 
and he was going to bail Victoria out.

Well, guess what, it did not quite work 
out as well as they would have liked, 
it has to be said. On 18 May this year 
the suggested collapse in the Victorian 
coalition vote did not eventuate. In 
fact in Queensland the coalition vote 
went through the roof. As a result of 
that Scott Morrison was re-elected as 
Prime Minister and poor Mr Shorten is 
now in a sort of semiretirement, really, 
I think. Although, it has to be said, I 
understand he is sitting, waiting for 
Mr Albanese just to look the other way 
briefly and will be plunging the knife 
into his shoulderblades in the time-
honoured tradition of the ALP. If I was 
Albo, I would not be looking into the 
distance too much, because there is 
a bloke behind him with a very sharp 
knife. That is something that should be 
kept in mind. We have a situation where 
this government made decisions on 
spending based on something that had 
not actually happened and in the end did 
not happen.
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COUNCIL | Constituency questions
14 November 2019

Ravenhall landfill 
impact

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is for the 
Minister for Energy, Environment and 
Climate Change. I have often raised my 
concerns in this house about the impact 
of the Ravenhall landfill on nearby 
and some not-so-nearby residents. My 
concerns will intensify if the government 
goes ahead with its plan to expand 
this stinking hole in the ground into a 
monstrous stinking hole in the ground—
one of the biggest stinking holes in the 
ground in the Southern Hemisphere. 
I continue to receive complaints from 
locals about the stench emanating from 
the Ravenhall landfill, often from people 
who have suffered physical illness as a 
result of exposure to this stinking tip. 
Minister, what are you doing to protect 
my constituents from the stinking hole in 
the ground that is ruining their lives?

COUNCIL | Adjournment
14 November 2019

Sunbury Train 
Station

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I wish to raise a matter this evening 
for the attention of the Minister for 
Public Transport. Of concern to me for 
quite some time is what will happen to 
commuters who use the Sunbury railway 
station, because at the moment, as with 
a lot of railway stations, the Sunbury 
railway station is really hard-pressed 
for parking. While at the moment there 
is a solid construction for parking, my 
understanding is that to expand, the 
current car park will have to be pulled 
down. That is obviously going to cause an 
enormous amount of trouble for those 
people who are currently using that car 
park.

Somebody came to see me at my 
office sometime earlier this year and put 
forward a suggestion that I want to put 
to the minister for her consideration. I 
do not necessarily endorse it, but what I 
do say is that it is worth examining. It has 
possibilities, as they say in the classics. 
It involves the stacking of cars. Not the 
stacking of cars as some might have done 
on a Saturday night in Broadmeadows 
or somewhere like that, but the parking 
of cars one on top of another—that 
might be the better way of putting it. This 
would, to my way of thinking, avoid the 
necessity to rip down the current car 
park. It would also avoid the necessity of 
building a new one. That seems to me to 
save a lot of money.

Now, I know that this government is 
not keen on saving money, but it might 

It is like me going down to a car 
dealership this afternoon and buying a 
brand spanking new Mercedes, one of 
those C-class ones. You know, the big 
ones.

A member interjected.
Mr FINN: I am not sure—I am not 

going to give anyone a plug—but one 
of those nice, big, brand spanking new 
Mercedes. I would buy that, and then I 
would go into a real estate agent and I 
would buy a beachside mansion like the 
one that Al Gore has got. I would buy 
that. Then I would go to a travel agent 
and I would buy a first-class round-
the-world ticket. I would look at the 
bill and I would say, ‘I today have spent 
$4 million, but I don’t have to worry 
about that because I’m going to win 
Tattslotto on Saturday night. I don’t have 
to worry about that’. This is the way this 
government thinks. Can you believe that? 
‘We can spend whatever we like because 
we’re going to win the federal election 
and Bill Shorten is going to bail us out’. 
Well, what a brilliant thought process we 
have from the government in this state. 
As we saw, the people of Victoria and the 
people of Australia knew better, and that 
is a particularly good thing.

But unfortunately we now have the 
situation where the state is more than $62 
billion in debt. We have seen the state’s 
credit card blow out by, I think, close to 
27 per cent in the last 12 months. This 
government has gone ahead and spent 
the money, but it did not win Tattslotto. It 
did not even get three numbers. It did not 
even get the supplementary. So here we 
are, as Victorian taxpayers, stuck with the 
bill. We are stuck with the bill, and here 
we have a piece of legislation which is 
going to slap us around the ears, is going 
to pick us up, is going to shake us upside 
down until all the money falls out of our 
pockets and Mr Pallas can come around 
and collect it. That is what this legislation 
is about today.

The fact of the matter is that this 
government, being a good Labor 
government, has no respect for the 
taxpayer. Like Mr Gepp, it regards the 
taxpayer as nothing more than a revenue 
stream for itself. They say about the 
taxpayer, ‘Just give us your money. We 
don’t care about anything else’. We have 
got to the stage now, as we had with 
previous Labor governments, where the 
money has run out, the bills need to be 
paid, and who is going to foot the bill? 
The poor old taxpayer yet again. Each 
and every taxpayer in this state will be 
slugged again and again and again. This 
is just the first piece of legislation; there 
will be others. As Mr Rich-Phillips and 
Mr Ondarchie said, God help us come 
budget time next year. This is a very, very 
sad piece of legislation, but this is a very, 
very sad government, and it means that 
Victorians are very, very sad people as a 
result.

be something that it could take into 
consideration at some stage. We know 
that the budget is in trouble. We saw 
legislation go through the house today 
which is going to slug Victorians many, 
many millions—hundreds of millions 
if not thousands of millions—of dollars 
in the next year or two, so it is probably 
something that the government should 
consider. I ask the minister to take on 
board this way of parking and to examine 
it to see if it does have any merit, and 
if so, to implement it so as to provide 
parking for the good people of Sunbury, 
for the people in Diggers Rest, for the 
people in Sunshine and for the people 
right through my electorate in the 
western suburbs. Laverton is another one 
that springs to mind. So I ask the minister 
to take that on board, to examine the 
possibilities there and to see if that is a 
way of solving a real problem. I ask the 
minister to examine this area to see if it 
can solve a real problem.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
26 November 2019

Power blackouts
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— My constituency question is for 
the Minister for Energy, Environment 
and Climate Change. Last week we 
had a particularly warm few hours on 
Thursday morning. Before wild weather 
hit around lunchtime, heralding a cool 
change, much of Melbourne’s west had 
experienced power blackouts. Thousands 
of my constituents were feeling the result 
of the Andrews government’s energy 
policies: no lights, no air-conditioning, 
no refrigeration. Given these blackouts 
after just a few hours, Minister, what 
can my constituents expect if there is 
a full day of heat or, God help us, two 
consecutive days beyond 35 degrees?

COUNCIL | Economy & Infrastructure
Committee,  26 November 2019

Inquiry into the 
Commercial 
Passenger Vehicle 
Industry Act 2017 
Reforms

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
rise to speak on the report, Inquiry into 
the Commercial Passenger Vehicle 
Industry Act 2017 Reforms, as conducted 
by the Economy and Infrastructure 
Committee of the Legislative Council. 
As the deputy chair of that committee 
I commend my fellow members, in 
particular the chair, Mr Elasmar, on the 
way the work was done on this inquiry 
and the effect that that work has had 
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COUNCIL | Members statements
26 November 2019

Felicitations
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 

In the last few seconds can I just wish 
you, Acting President Elasmar, the 
President, other members of the staff 
and their families all the very best for the 
Christmas season, and I hope you have a 
safe, enjoyable and relaxing time.

COUNCIL | Adjournment
26 November 2019

Sunraysia Autism 
Spectrum Support 
Group

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
raise a matter on the adjournment this 
evening for the Minister for Disability, 
Ageing and Carers. Last week I visited 
Mildura and during that visit I had the 
opportunity of meeting with a number 
of families with autism. I also met with a 
group that does an enormous amount of 
work in the Mildura area, the Sunraysia 
Autism Spectrum Support Group. They 
were explaining to me that due to the 
national disability insurance scheme, 
which everybody is very welcoming 
of, they have apparently missed out on 
funding. Because the NDIS only covers 
certain things and because the Victorian 
government has withdrawn support for 
everything, there are some very gaping 
holes that have been left in funding for 
families with autism and for groups that 
support those families, and the Sunraysia 
Autism Spectrum Support Group is 
among those groups.

The NDIS, as we know, covers 
individuals with disability, and what we 
have seen as a result of the NDIS moving 
in is a vacuum being left for groups who 
support families with autism—and for 
research, as I mentioned a couple of 
weeks ago on the adjournment. They 
are really strapped, and they are finding 
themselves in the situation, as indeed 
the Sunraysia Autism Spectrum Support 
Group is, where they are not able to 
access any funds at all. They are not 
even able to find any grants to apply for 
anymore because there just are not any. 
If I were an uncharitable human being, 
I would almost think that the Andrews 
government had taken advantage of the 
NDIS moving in to withdraw support for 
all autism services and support groups 
in the state. I am loath to say that, and 
I hope that is not the case, but that is 
certainly the way it looks to some people.

The people in Mildura have a particular 
problem in that they are very much 
isolated. They cannot access services 
in a nearby town because quite frankly 
there are no nearby towns. The nearest I 
think is about 2 hours away or something 

on the recommendations. Sadly I have 
to support the minority report, and 
largely that is because this report is not 
as good as perhaps the last one we did 
on the rideshare industry. President, I 
am sure you will remember that there 
was bipartisan agreement on that report, 
which led us to come to a common 
view that there were many people in the 
industry who were just not being given a 
fair go and who deserved a much better 
go.

That has not changed. This report will 
not change that unfortunately. There 
are still many people in the community 
who are suffering as a result of their 
treatment by the government. Taxi 
operators in particular are suffering 
as a result of the way they have been 
treated by government, which has just 
gone ahead and done it, in pretty much 
the same way it does everything—like a 
bull at a gate. It does not care about the 
impact or unintended consequences. A 
good many people have been run into 
the ground, and indeed some sadly and 
tragically have actually taken their own 
lives, and that is the greatest tragedy of 
all. I support the minority report. I wish 
we could do more to help the people 
who are suffering as a result of the 
government’s actions.

COUNCIL | Members statements
26 November 2019

Ravenhall landfill
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 

The house could be forgiven for growing 
a little weary at my continual references 
to the people living near the landfill at 
Ravenhall. I have often spoken of the 
impact of this stinking hole in the ground 
on those neighbouring households 
and indeed on those neighbouring 
suburbs. It was hard to express my joy 
this past Sunday when Liberal leader 
Michael O’Brien announced in Ballarat 
a policy which will not only ease the 
burden carried by my constituents but 
lead to the closure of the stinking hole 
in the ground in Ravenhall. Under the 
O’Brien government there would be 
no need for the Andrews government’s 
proposed expansion of this vile and 
stinking hole in the ground, a fact that 
has caused unbounded joy among local 
residents. The Liberal plan will eliminate 
something we have too much of, waste, 
and turn it into something we have a 
shortage of, electricity—a brilliant policy. 
It is hard to understand why it has not 
already been done. Many more of my 
constituents are now anxiously awaiting 
the next state election so they can cast 
their vote for a party that will deliver a 
real solution to a problem that is ruining 
their lives. They cannot wait for Michael 
O’Brien to be sworn in as Premier of 
Victoria—and nor can I.

akin to that. I am asking the minister to 
provide funding for the Sunraysia Autism 
Spectrum Support Group so that they 
can continue the marvellous work that 
they have been doing for a very, very long 
time of providing services and support 
for families with autism in Mildura, who 
have very little else up there.

COUNCIL | Reference
27 November 2019

Economy And 
Infrastructure 
Committee

On the motion of Mr DAVIS (Southern 
Metropolitan—Leader of the 
Opposition): I move:

That this house:

(1) requires the Economy and 
Infrastructure Committee to inquire 
into, consider and report at least 
every September on public sector  
infrastructure and public works  
projects, including current and past 
infrastructure projects and proposals, 
and in particular:

(a) projects relating to the removal of 
railway level crossings;

(b) the Melbourne Metro rail project;

(c) the West Gate Tunnel Project;

(d) the North East Link Project;

(e) the Murray Basin rail project;

(f ) the Suburban Rail Loop project;

(g) the regional rail revival project;

(h) other public sector infrastructure 
or public works projects the committee 
determines appropriate;

(2) requires the committee to consult 
where appropriate with Infrastructure 
Victoria and examine and report on the  
adherence or otherwise of projects  to  
their respective business cases and the 
strengths and weaknesses of project 
business cases, and for the purposes of 
this inquiry:

(a) ‘public sector infrastructure’ and 
‘public works projects’ mean work:

(i) exceeding $10million in present 
value which are carried out by or on 
behalf of or under contract to the 
Crown, any government department or 
any public authority;

(ii) for or towards the carrying out of 
which money is provided by the state; 
and

(b) the committee shall, insofar as it 
is consistent with the standing orders 
and powers of the Legislative Council 
and its committees, have the same 
powers as conferred upon the Public 
Works Committee by the Public Works 
Committee Act1958 as it was in force on 
1August 1982.

__________

Contribution from Mr FINN following the 
speech of Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria):
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government’s arrogance. I do not believe 
that there is anything to withdraw.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr 
Elasmar): Ms Mikakos, are you happy 
with the explanation?

Ms Mikakos: Yes, I would be happy for 
Mr Finn to continue.

Mr FINN: Thank you, Acting President. 
Now, is there a need for this motion? 
My very word there is, and I have just 
outlined it. That level crossing business 
case is in itself a reason for this motion to 
be passed. But with what we have going 
on in this state—yes, we do have a lot of 
work being done; yes, we do have a lot 
of major projects happening around the 
place—we also do not have the sort of 
oversight that is needed for taxpayers to 
be satisfied that things are being done 
in a reasonable or indeed an honest 
manner.

I refer to the West Gate Tunnel 
Project. When I was the chairman of the 
Economy and Infrastructure Committee, 
I came away with the very strong view 
that the West Gate Tunnel Project 
stinks to high heaven, and it stank to 
high heaven right from day one, when 
Transurban led the government by the 
nose. We have got to remember that 
this is a project of which the Premier 
said before the 2014 election that it was 
shovel-ready and ready to go—that it 
was a $500 million project and it was 
shovel-ready. This $500 million project 
that was shovel-ready in 2014 was put 
into the Transurban machine. The 
Transurban machine spat it out, and it 
is a multibillion-dollar project that is 
nothing like the Premier had originally 
suggested. What we see as a result of that 
proposal that was led by Transurban is 
Transurban getting a windfall for many, 
many years to come. Transurban are 
getting billions and billions and billions 
of dollars out of this that they in my view 
should not be getting.

I have to say that it is my very strong 
view that at some stage in the time ahead 
there will be an IBAC investigation into 
this entire project. I think that there are 
significant questions that still surround 
this project. Certainly we in the Economy 
and Infrastructure Committee in the last 
Parliament uncovered certain aspects of 
that, but there is much, much more that 
needs to be uncovered. I can understand 
why the government is actually terrified 
that this motion might get up—
because transparency and oversight 
are something that this government is 
absolutely terrified of. When we have 
got to the stage where projects blow out 
to the tune of $3 billion even before the 
digging starts—a $3 billion blowout—we 
have got a major issue, and I think the 
state has got a major issue.

This motion is an extremely important 
one. It is a matter of great importance 
to the future of this state that we have 
proper oversight of these multibillion-
dollar projects. We need somebody 
independent to stand back and make 
judgements on whether these projects 
are going ahead as they should, so I 

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
would normally begin a speech on a 
motion such as this by rebutting some of 
the finer points of the previous speaker’s 
comments. Unfortunately there are none, 
and I will move right along. Needless to 
say, that is half an hour we will not get 
back, which is rather sad.

Is this motion that is being put 
forward to the house today by Mr 
Davis anything new? Well, no, it is not 
anything new. This is a continuation of 
a practice that was established in the 
previous Parliament and, I think, from 
memory, the one before. This has been 
going on for quite some time, so this is 
nothing new; this is just a matter of the 
Parliament actually having oversight of 
a number of important projects that the 
government of the day is undertaking.

I have just been given a note that tells 
me exactly why this motion must be 
supported and why the Economy and 
Infrastructure Committee must continue 
to do the job that it has been doing 
now for some years, and that is that the 
business case has been tabled by the 
government for the level crossing project. 
It is a 284-page report on the business 
case, 283 pages of which are redacted—a 
284-page business case, 283 pages of 
which are redacted.

Mr Ondarchie: It was just the cover 
page.

Mr FINN: Well, it must have been the 
front page—just the cover, yes. I think 
that is about it. This is unfortunately 
all too typical of a government that 
reeks of arrogance and thinks it can do 
anything at all to anybody at any time 
with anything. A classic example of 
the arrogance we are talking about is 
Minister Mikakos. Why Minister Mikakos 
would need to be arrogant I do not know; 
she has not done anything.

Ms Mikakos: On a point of order, 
Acting President, I make the point to 
Mr Finn that he should withdraw. I do 
not typically make an issue of these 
things, but there were quite a few of his 
colleagues who did so yesterday, so I will 
ask him to withdraw that comment. I did 
not get up and make a comment about 
Mr Davis’s failure to have a business 
case on the Royal Victorian Eye and Ear 
Hospital that—

Mr Ondarchie: What’s the point of 
order?

Ms Mikakos: I am asking him to 
withdraw his comment.

Mr Davis interjected.
Ms Mikakos: No, you started an eye 

and ear hospital project with no business 
case, Mr Davis. You are not in your place.

Mr FINN: On the point of order, Acting 
President, I am keen to know exactly 
what Minister Mikakos would like me 
to withdraw, because I did not say she 
was arrogant. I could have—I would be 
justified in doing so—but I said she is an 
example of the government’s arrogance. 
Now, there is a very big difference 
between saying she is arrogant, which 
as I say would have been fully justified, 
and saying she is an example of the 

urge members to support this motion. 
It is, as I said, nothing new. This is 
just a continuation of the practice of 
the previous Parliament, and I urge 
the house to take that on board. It is 
something that I believe is crucial to 
good governance. It is crucial to making 
sure not only that the taxpayer gets a fair 
go but also that the government is doing 
its job properly, and I urge all members 
to support this motion.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
27 November 2019

Wyndham 
Council rate 
notices

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to 
the Minister for Local Government. 
Last night I received complaints from 
constituents in Wyndham that they had 
yesterday received rate notices from the 
council. None of us like paying rates, 
but it is even worse when ratepayers are 
given just four days to pay. Extraordinary 
as it might be, it seems the rate notices 
that arrived yesterday are due for 
payment this Saturday. I cannot begin to 
imagine how such a thing has occurred, 
but I think it is important that ratepayers 
know exactly why they have been placed 
in this situation. Minister, will you direct 
your office to inquire of Wyndham 
council exactly what has occurred on this 
occasion?

COUNCIL | Adjournment
27 November 2019

Moonee Valley 
Planning

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
wish to raise a matter for the attention 
of the Minister for Local Government. 
The house might recall that a couple 
of weeks ago I raised a matter for the 
Minister for Planning concerning a 
housing development in Avondale 
Heights, the Rivervue retirement village, 
and the treatment of a number of my 
constituents. I have to say, as I did 
say at the time, that I was appalled by 
their treatment by the Moonee Valley 
City Council. I could not quite believe 
the arrogance and the contempt that 
the planning department of Moonee 
Valley council had for my constituents 
in Avondale Heights. My view is that 
the planning department is there to 
provide a fair and reasonable avenue 
for all people to get a fair go. On this 
occasion my constituents, the residents 
in Avondale Heights, have not had a fair 
go. In fact they have had what might 
be described as the rough end of the 
pineapple—the very, very rough end of 
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trade, particularly at the airport. It has 
become a very common occurrence over 
recent times for drivers to offer their 
services to people who are arriving at 
the airport. Indeed for people who are 
arriving in Australia, perhaps for the 
first time, that may well be the first taste 
of Australia that they get, and I do not 
think that is really a good thing. In fact 
it may be a very dangerous thing. That is 
something that has to be cleaned up, and 
we are certainly very supportive of Mr 
Barton’s amendments in order to do that.

Now, this bill, the Transport 
Legislation Amendment Bill 2019, does 
cover—well, it is very, very difficult to 
find anything in the transport area that 
it does not cover. Whilst there might be 
a degree of excitement among some 
people about the evolution of VicRoads, 
there is unfortunately something to 
replace it. I get the feeling that it is 
just a change of the deckchairs on the 
Titanic. It is just a change of name. As 
we know, VicRoads is an organisation 
that is right up there with Environment 
Protection Authority Victoria in terms of 
incompetence and driving people totally 
around the twist. In fact it has long been 
my view, and I think the view of a lot of 
people, that VicRoads’ main role in life 
is to give motorists the heebie-jeebies, if 
I can use that term—I was going to use 
another term that might have been a 
little bit stronger than that. That seems 
to be VicRoads’ mission in life, and it 
succeeds admirably.

Sadly what this legislation will not do 
is stop what we have seen happen in 
Victoria over the past few years. Now, 
we heard on radio this morning from 
the Treasurer, Mr Pallas, the man who 
himself admits he sat at the cabinet 
table discussing Transurban’s proposal 
whilst owning Transurban shares. Some 
might suggest that is corrupt, and some 
might have a fair argument on that front. 
He has come out this morning and he 
has told us that something—and Mr 
Ondarchie will back me up on this—that 
we, the Economy and Infrastructure 
Committee (EIC), were told regularly 
for the past four years did not occur, 
and that is that there was no deal, no 
agreement between the government and 
Transurban. Indeed, as Mr Ondarchie 
points out, that apparently is bull-tish. 
That is something, we have discovered 
this morning, that the government 
was aware of before it became the 
government. It was aware.

When the then opposition leader made 
a promise that he would build a $550 
million western distributor—’shovel-
ready’, as he described it—he knew about 
Transurban’s proposal then. Did he lie 
to the people of Victoria? Apparently 
he did. Has the CEO of Transurban, 
Scott Charlton, lied to the Economy 
and Infrastructure Committee of this 
house over the past four years? Yes, he 
has. I have to say that when Mr Charlton 
fronted the committee—and he did 
on a number of occasions—he denied 
any links between the government and 
Transurban. I did not believe him, I have 

the pineapple. That is something that I 
believe we should not tolerate.

Now, I have previously asked the 
Minister for Planning to investigate this 
matter because I think it is something 
that he needs to look into urgently, but 
I really think, given what has happened 
here with the Moonee Valley council, 
it is incumbent upon the Minister 
for Local Government to investigate 
not the planning process itself but 
indeed the Moonee Valley City Council 
planning department. It seems to me 
that either there is corruption or there 
is incompetence on a grand scale in 
this particular situation. Either one is 
totally unsatisfactory and something that 
cannot be tolerated. There are many, 
many tens of thousands of people who 
live in Moonee Valley and are subjected 
to this planning department on a regular 
basis—far too regular for many of 
them—and they need to know that the 
government is looking out for them. I am 
certainly looking out for them—they can 
be assured of that.

I ask the Minister for Local 
Government to investigate this particular 
case to see exactly what has gone on 
here, to find out why the wool has been 
pulled over the eyes of people who are 
neighbouring the Rivervue retirement 
village on the banks of the Maribyrnong 
River and to find out exactly why there 
has been a degree of what I would call 
shysterism. It is pretty disgraceful, in 
fact, what has occurred in this situation. 
I am asking the minister to conduct a 
full ministerial inquiry into the Moonee 
Valley planning department to ensure 
that we do have a level of competence 
and indeed that there is no corruption 
involved in this or any other case.

COUNCIL | Second reading
28 November 2019

Transport 
Legislation 
Amendment Bill 
2019

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — In 
rising to speak today on the Transport 
Legislation Amendment Bill 2019, I have 
to say to Mr Barton that the opposition 
will be supporting his amendments. 
In fact it was just last week coming 
back from Mildura that I obviously 
walked through Tullamarine airport—
Melbourne Airport—and was confronted 
by a barrage of drivers who were offering 
me lifts here, there and everywhere. I 
am sure that they probably would have 
changed their tune very quickly if they 
had known I was only going to Bulla—
they would have dropped that request 
very quickly. But the point is well made 
by Mr Barton that the touting provisions 
are needed to stop people who may or 
may not be legitimate from plying their 

to say to you. I thought that extremely 
unlikely—implausible to say the very 
least. Now it comes out that he had been 
having a lend of a lot of us.

Now, I have said on a number of 
occasions that I believe that this 
Transurban deal with the Andrews 
government will one day be investigated 
by IBAC. I believe this morning backs 
that statement entirely. I believe that 
now will happen, and I believe it should 
happen because there are things that 
have gone on here between Transurban 
and the Andrews government that need 
to be investigated. The Victorian public 
need answers. I mean, you have got to 
remember that it may well have been 
the Andrews government that signed 
the blank cheque, and they did, but it 
is Transurban that is cashing the blank 
cheque. But do you know who is paying 
for the blank cheque? It is the people of 
Victoria, the motorists of Victoria, the 
people using the Tullamarine Freeway 
who may well never use the West Gate 
Tunnel, people on the Monash who 
may never use the West Gate Tunnel. 
Of course those who use the West Gate 
Tunnel, well, they will pay extra tolls 
anyway. In fact they will not just pay 
extra tolls; they will in fact pay a tax to 
enter the city of Melbourne—the first 
of which we have seen. That in itself 
is, in my view, discrimination against 
the people of Melbourne’s west, but 
of course the Labor Party are well 
renowned for discriminating against the 
people of Melbourne’s west. This is just 
another example of that.

So we have a situation where this 
legislation is being implemented and is 
before this house. We are not opposing it, 
but it is not going to clean up the stench 
of this filthy, wretched deal between the 
government and Transurban. If this sort 
of thing is going on, it needs to be fully 
exposed. I regret very much that I am 
not still chairman of the EIC, because 
I would love to call Mr Charlton again 
before the committee and put to him the 
same questions that we had put to him 
previously in a previous Parliament. I 
would dearly love to ask him those same 
questions and see what his response 
would be today. I wonder if he would 
give the same answers today that he 
gave to the committee in a previous 
Parliament.

Whichever way it goes, the fact of the 
matter is that people using the Tulla 
and people using the Monash will be 
paying higher tolls for longer. That is 
a part of the deal. The fact that Daniel 
Andrews, the Premier of this state—he 
was then opposition leader—knew 
about this proposal by Transurban 
while he was promising something else, 
totally something else, to the people of 
Victoria is something that is a reflection 
on the integrity and the honesty of the 
government.

That is something that the people of 
Victoria really have to take on board. It 
does not help the reputation of any of 
us. Most people out there think we are 
all thieves and rogues anyway. I have 
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that I have not seen, I have to say, in 
a political leader for a lot of years. But 
they seem to think that that is the way to 
go. They will find out the hard way. The 
people of Victoria—people anywhere, 
but I think the people of Victoria in 
particular—do not like arrogance. They 
do not like being treated as fools, and 
this government and this Premier clearly 
have been treating the people of Victoria 
as mugs. They have been treating them 
as mugs, and people do not like that. 
They do not appreciate that, and they will 
be festering on that—if I could use that 
term—until the next election.

As I say, and as I said to Mr Ondarchie 
earlier, the beginning of the end for this 
government is already upon us. I think 
this government is starting to crumble. 
People are seeing a government that 
cannot be trusted, a government that 
says one thing and does the opposite and 
that knowingly lies to the people—and 
that is something the people of Victoria 
will not tolerate.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
28 November 2019

Labor car parking 
election promises

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
minister for transport. In the lead-
up to last year’s state election the 
member for Werribee, Mr Pallas, and 
the then candidate for Tarneit, Ms 
Sarah Connolly, put their names to a 
brochure which was distributed widely 
throughout their respective electorates. 
In the brochure Mr Pallas and Ms 
Connolly promised a re-elected Andrews 
government would:

… build 1,600 new and upgraded car 
parks in Melbourne’s west, including: 
500 spaces at Tarneit Station 300+ 
spaces at Wyndham Vale Station 100+ 
spaces at Werribee station.

The brochure concluded by promising, 
and I quote again:

… new lighting and CCTV to make the 
stations safer.

The people of the Werribee and 
Tarneit electorates are still waiting, more 
than a year after the election. Minister, 
how much longer do they have to wait 
for these promises from the Andrews 
government to be kept?

COUNCIL | Adjournment
28 November 2019

Sunbury Level 
Crossing Removal

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
wish to raise a matter for the attention of 
the Minister for Transport Infrastructure, 
and it concerns the much-vaunted and 
much-awaited removal of the level 

always said that if Mother Teresa had 
come to Australia when she was alive 
she would have been hailed as a living 
saint. If she had announced the next day 
that she was running for Parliament, she 
would have been regarded as a dirtbag 
of sorts. That would be the attitude of 
the average person, because that is the 
way people view us. Why do they view 
politicians in that way? It is for the very 
reason that Daniel Andrews has given 
us on this occasion: because they see 
politicians like Daniel Andrews and 
like Tim Pallas getting up to this sort of 
behaviour. Invariably the taxpayers end 
up footing the bill, and sure enough on 
this occasion they are doing it again.

I do not despair easily, I have to say 
to you, but I almost despair that this 
government will leave any sort of decent 
legacy when it goes. And it will go. I think 
we have already seen the beginning of 
the end for the Andrews government, 
and that is a very good thing. Whether 
the Premier will stay or whether he 
will go down with the ship at the next 
election is hard to say; or whether he will 
go and allow Ms Allan to take over—an 
absolute guarantee of defeat for the 
government, I would have thought, at the 
next election if she takes over.

Mr Jennings interjected.
Mr FINN: You’re going down with the 

ship too? Oh, you’re going downstairs; 
you’re taking over. I have got to say, 
Acting President, to the minister, 
through you of course, that I think that 
is a very good move. I think he would 
be an exceptional Premier, and given 
his defence of the red shirt rorts and 
given his defence of some of the other 
matters that have brought into doubt 
the integrity of the government I think 
he would fit in beautifully as the leader 
of this government, a government 
which continually allows rip-offs and 
continually leads to shysterism of the 
people of Victoria. I think Mr Jennings 
would fit in beautifully. He would be a 
round peg in a round hole.

Mr Ondarchie interjected.
Mr FINN: As Mr Ondarchie points out, 

you would have to get permission from 
Ms Shing, because she seems to run 
the show over there. That is something 
that you really will have to take into 
consideration. So you had better start 
the brownnosing now—you can get that 
underway pretty soon—and I promise 
you, Minister, I will provide the Solvol 
when you have finished.

It is deeply regrettable that whilst 
the opposition does not oppose the 
Transport Legislation Amendment Bill 
2019—and it does make some sweeping 
changes, some huge changes, to 
transport as we know it in this state—it 
will not impact the way this government 
behaves. It will not impact the way that 
this Premier behaves. It will not impact 
the way the Treasurer behaves. I am sure 
that both will continue to hold the people 
of Victoria in total contempt, and they 
will continue down the path of total and 
utter arrogance—the sort of arrogance 

crossing in Sunbury. I have received a 
great deal of correspondence and had a 
great deal of interest from constituents 
in Sunbury about the process involved in 
that. I certainly have been approached by 
constituents who are very keen to know 
if the minister will indeed be consulting 
local people about this project. They 
are concerned because they have heard 
stories about what the minister has 
done in other parts of Melbourne and 
indeed other parts of Victoria. That really 
is reason for concern, I would have 
thought.

They are particularly keen to know 
if a new station and crossing between 
Sunbury and Diggers Rest will be 
considered as a part of this level crossing 
removal. That has been proposed for a 
good many years but is yet to happen. Of 
course we now have the development—
well, more than a development; it is 
an established part of Sunbury—on 
Jacksons Hill, and they need an added 
entry point for Jacksons Hill because at 
the moment everybody is going through 
the one level crossing and it is putting a 
great deal of pressure on that entry point.

The concern is also added to by what 
has occurred with the removal of the 
roundabout at the corner of Gap Road 
and Horne Street. It took I think 17 
months to remove the roundabout and 
install traffic lights. And of course the 
traffic mayhem, I may have pointed 
out to the house before, was quite 
horrendous at that time. You can 
understand that the locals are very 
concerned about a repeat performance 
if indeed the government does decide 
to remove the level crossing. There were 
promises made, but still people are 
wondering if indeed this will occur.

So what I am asking the minister to do 
is to provide either the business case or 
a report into the best option for Sunbury 
to have the level crossing removed or 
alternatively ensure that a thorough, 
total consultation is held with the local 
community so that the local people can 
have their say, they can be heard and the 
people of Sunbury can be best served.
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