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Autism: western 
suburbs schools 

Reply from Minister for Education 
— The Baillieu government’s 
commitment to establish a P-12 
autistic school in Melbourne’s western 
suburbs is confirmed and broad 
consultation will inform the planning 
for this.

Planning will commence early in 
2011 and will include consideration 
of a range of options for realising our 
commitment.

Parents, community members, 
teachers and school leaders will be 
consulted on these plans to ensure 
that the services created for autistic 
children in the area meet their needs 
and the needs of their community.

Altona: beach 
renourishment 

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
raise a matter for the attention of the 
Minister for Environment and Climate 
Change. The matter concerns a visit 
I made last week on a very warm day 
to Altona Beach. Whilst that might 
be a very enjoyable exercise on most 
occasions, on this particular day it was 
not for the reason I would have liked. 
At the beach I met a local resident, 
Mr Bruce Ewen, and his wife, Carol, 
who are clearly very civic-minded 
individuals. They are concerned about 
the ongoing works at Altona Beach 
and the apparent inability of the 
government to complete those works.

Altona Beach is a great spot. Anybody 
who has been there will know that it 
is one of the premium beaches, if not 
the premium beach, in the western 
suburbs, and it serves not just people 
in Altona and its surrounds but also 
those right through to Footscray and 
beyond. If people in the western 
suburbs want to go to the beach, they 
go to Altona. However, with the current 
works that were begun by the previous 
government — an upgrade to ensure 
that standards are maintained — we 
have an extraordinary situation where 
two-thirds of the beach is in pristine 
condition but there is a point at which 
the beach becomes a moonscape. 
It is an extraordinary state of affairs, 
and it makes no sense at all that the 
government or anybody else would 
ignore the rest of the beach when the 

two-thirds that has been worked on is 
in very good nick.

As a result, on a warm day — of which 
we have had not many, but a few, this 
year — there have been situations 
where many cars have been parked up 
one end of the beach, which causes 
enormous problems around the pier, 
on Pier Street and around the park. 
On a warm day at the other end of the 
beach, which is rocky and less sandy 
than the part that has been worked on, 
no cars are parked. They would readily 
be parked there if the beach was of a 
suitable standard.

I agree with Mr Ewen; I think he has 
made an extraordinarily good point. 
I believe Altona Beach deserves to 
receive the same treatment right along 
its length, not just along two-thirds of 
it. I ask the Minister for Environment 
and Climate Change to accompany 
me, to meet with Mr Ewen and other 
interested locals, and to examine for 
himself the condition of the beach. I 
walked that beach with Mr Ewen last 
week, and I ask the minister to come to 
Altona Beach with me to do the same 
thing at his earliest convenience.

Responses
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for 

Health) — The second matter was 
from Mr Finn for the attention of the 
Minister for Environment and Climate 
Change and related to Altona Beach 
and works that are needed on that 
beach. Mr Finn said two-thirds of that 
beach is pristine — and I can vouch 
for the good condition of much of 
the Altona Beach area — but some 
parts need considerable work and the 
previous government seems to have 
ignored that matter.

Mr Finn sought that the environment 
minister, Ryan Smith, accompany 
him and a local resident, Mr Ewen, 
to visit Altona Beach and undertake 
a close examination of the matters. I 
undertake to pass this matter on to the 
minister. I have no doubt that he will 
quickly accompany Mr Finn and Mr 
Ewen on that investigation.

Natural Disasters: 
Australia 

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — It 
is now more than 100 years ago since 
Dorothea Mackellar wrote My Country, 
a poem Mrs Petrovich referred to 
earlier and read comprehensively in 
her maiden speech to this house some 
four years ago. Dorothea Mackellar 
wrote of drought, fire and flooding 

rains. What we have experienced over 
the past six or seven weeks — maybe 
two months — is clearly nothing new 
to Australia. Unfortunately drought, 
fire and flooding rains are what we 
have come to expect. They usually 
happen at times when we do not 
expect them, but inevitably they will 
come, and as Australians we have to 
accept that.

I refer to the scenes of flooding in 
Werribee last Friday night. My friend 
and colleague Mr Elsbury was at the 
Wyndham Park Primary School on 
Friday night. He showed me some of 
the photos he took of second-storey 
classrooms that were close to being 
totally under water. That is what I call a 
fairly hefty flood. Those scenes brought 
back memories of a time when I was a 
child travelling through floods in and 
around Werribee.

At that time places such as the area 
where the housing developments of 
Point Cook now stand were inland 
seas. I remember seeing kilometres — 
or miles — of cars crawling along in the 
hope that at some stage their drivers 
might be able to get out of the water.

Again let me say that what we saw last 
weekend is nothing new. I remember 
a time in the late 1960s where there 
were scenes of cars being picked up 
and thrown by floodwaters in Elizabeth 
Street in Melbourne. I remember the 
Myer bargain basement becoming 
a 74-lane Olympic-sized swimming 
pool — a quite extraordinary scene. We 
have seen these flood events before in 
Melbourne.

Let me also make a very important 
point. As a government, as a 
community and as individuals we 
should be prepared, because these 
things have happened before, they 
have happened now and they will 
happen again. There is nothing surer.

If you could get a bookie to take odds 
on them, you could make a good deal 
of money, but it would be a very brave 
bookie indeed who would take such 
odds. The conditions that we have 
experienced over the past couple of 
months are a part of living in Australia 
— it is as simple as that — and we have 
to be prepared to deal with them.

We have all been shocked by the 
television footage from Queensland 
and horrified by the loss of life in 
Rockhampton, Ipswich, the Lockyer 
Valley and Brisbane itself. At times 
we have felt devastated by some 
of the stories we have heard. I was 
particularly affected by the incident 
involving a baby who was swept from 
its mother’s arms as the mother was 
being winched into a helicopter. I 
cannot begin to imagine how that 
mum must be feeling now and how she 
will ever be able to cope.

COUNCIL | Adjournment (Reply)
8 February 2011

COUNCIL | Adjournment
8 February 2011

COUNCIL
8 February 2011
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Ombudsman: 
investigation 
into allegations 
of improper 
conduct by a 
councillor at 
the Hume City 
Council

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
rise to make a few brief comments 
on the Ombudsman’s report on 
an investigation into allegations of 
improper conduct by a councillor at 
the Hume City Council. I am sure all 
honourable members are aware that 
local government is a very important 
level of government which directly 
affects so many aspects of peoples 
lives, so when we see reports such 
as the one I have in my hand from 
the Ombudsman about a particular 
councillor — or indeed a council, as we 
have seen in recent years — it is deeply 
distressing to see improper conduct, 
even corruption, occurring at that level 
of government.

I commend the Ombudsman on the 
work he has done on this report. It is a 
very thorough report.

Obviously he has gone right through 
as much information and evidence 
as can be obtained, and he has made 
some conclusions, which I will refer to 
briefly. Conclusion 209 on page 38 of 
his report states:

209. I am satisfied that Cr Atmaca —

being Cr Adem Atmaca, who 
represents a ward next to the ward in 
which I live —

invited foreign nationals to Australia 
for the purpose of investing in a 
business in which he had a private 
interest. I am also satisfied he has 
used documents which purport to 
have been endorsed by Hume to do 
so. My view is based on the following:

the documents are presented 
on what purports to be council 
letterhead;

the content of the letters refers to 
the council on numerous occasions;

Cr Atmaca has used a signature 
block which gives the appearance of 
his being ‘responsible for economic 
development’ at Hume.

210. These documents were 
provided to the Department of 
Immigration and Citizenship in 

We feel for all those Victorians who 
have endured flooding — in many 
instances there have been multiple 
bouts of flooding — and we have also 
been deeply saddened by the loss of 
life. We know how tough it will be for 
those who have severely damaged 
homes or have lost their homes 
altogether. Some people have lost their 
businesses or are struggling as a result 
of their businesses being affected by 
the drought. Farmers have also lost 
their crops.

Some people have lost everything 
and in the next 12 months are looking 
at the very real prospect of having no 
income at all, so it will be a very tough 
road for them.

Then just as we were recovering from 
the Queensland floods and the first 
bout of floods in Victoria, along from 
nowhere came Cyclone Yasi, a huge 
cyclone which devastated large parts 
of northern Queensland. Thankfully it 
was not nearly as bad as some people 
predicted, but it did cause a lot of 
damage to some places in northern 
Queensland and it will cause a lot of 
suffering to a lot of people. The end 
result of that cyclone was the floods 
in Victoria at the end of last week and 
over the weekend.

Sometimes you think to yourself that 
Mother Nature has got it in for us.

Time and again when you see these 
things happening across Australia — 
including the bushfires in Western 
Australia at the moment — you have 
to wonder what we need to do to get 
on the right side of the powers that be 
that run these things. Nevertheless, as 
I mentioned before, there is a lesson 
from all of this and that is that these 
natural disasters will happen. They 
are a part of our lives, and we must 
prepare for them.

I am pleased, as Mr O’Brien 
announced only a moment ago, the 
Victorian government is setting up a 
review of the 2010-11 Victorian floods, 
which will be headed by a former 
Chief Commissioner of Police, Mr 
Neil Comrie. He is someone I have 
considerable time for. He was a very 
good Chief Commissioner of Police, 
particularly when compared to some 
who have come since. It is very good 
indeed that he has agreed to take on 
this position. I am sure that this review 
will come up with the sorts of answers 
we need to ensure that we are able to 
handle these sorts of floods in future.

I do not wish to be political at all 
in this debate but I cannot let it go 
without congratulating the government 
and particularly the Premier. As we 
know, Mr Baillieu was elected Premier 
at the end of November and the floods 
hit almost immediately. He was thrown 
in, if you will pardon the pun, at the 

deep end and has handled the job 
extraordinarily well. Both he and the 
government have provided the sort of 
real, practical support that was needed 
on the ground for so many people who 
were suffering throughout Victoria. 
The task ahead is to make sure that 
suffering is minimised in a whole range 
of ways and the Premier has already 
indicated very clearly what is needed 
to provide that sort of support for the 
people who are in need.

Briefly, in the time I have left I pay 
tribute to the emergency services 
whose members have done an 
extraordinary and brilliant job.

Whether they be from the ambulance, 
police or firefighters from either the 
Country Fire Authority or Metropolitan 
Fire Brigade, they have all done a 
brilliant job and we owe them a huge 
debt of gratitude. They deserve every 
accolade.

Then there are the volunteers. How 
we would get by as a society without 
our volunteers, I do not know. We 
would be in more strife than the 
early settlers; there are no two ways 
about that. There are thousands of 
volunteers out there working for no 
pay throughout the day and night to 
provide food, bedding, shelter and 
a range of support mechanisms for 
people who are desperately in need. 
Most of those volunteers we will never 
know. They will not get a Medal of 
the Order of Australia, they will not 
be featured on the nightly news and 
they will not get a write-up in the 
newspapers.

They are doing this because it is 
the right thing to do and we, as a 
Parliament, should acknowledge those 
people who are putting themselves 
out in this way and congratulate them 
on the job they are doing. It is not 
just north of the Tweed where we see 
courage and grit. What we have seen 
here in Victoria over recent times is 
truly a display of that in a magnificent 
way.

In circumstances such as these, 
Australians really come to the fore. It 
is part of being Australian to face these 
sorts of catastrophes, but it is also part 
of being an Australian to stand up 
and offer our fellow Aussies the sort 
of support they need. I want to assure 
those affected very badly by the floods 
and also the cyclone in Queensland 
that they will not be forgotten but will 
be supported and we will stand with 
them now and beyond.

COUNCIL | Statements on Reports 
9 February 2011

Natural Disasters: Australia ...
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Address-in-reply 
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — It 

is a delight to speak in this debate. 
I thank Mr Tee for his contribution, 
which was very entertaining and highly 
amusing. In fact it was hysterical in 
many ways. We know the Labor Party 
has hit new levels of desperation 
when Labor members start quoting 
the Age. It is a very sad state of affairs 
that the opposition in this state feels 
it necessary to fall to those particular 
depths.

I wish to thank the Governor for his 
speech to this Parliament and to assure 
him and this house of my continued 
loyalty to Her Majesty the Queen and 

Vocational 
education 
and training: 
government 
initiatives 

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My question without notice is 
directed to the Minister for Higher 
Education and Skills, who is also the 
Minister responsible for the Teaching 
Profession. I ask the minister to advise 
the house of any initiatives since the 
government’s election in November to 
remove financial barriers to vocational 
education and training for young 
Victorians.

Hon. P. R. HALL (Minister for Higher 
Education and Skills) — On coming to 
government the coalition inherited a 
funding system for training in Victoria 
which under the previous government 
was generically called ‘skills reform’. 
While skills reform had some desirable 
aspects — in particular, a training 
guarantee for young Victorians — it 
also had some undesirable aspects.

Members in this chamber will know 
that during the course of the last 
government I was critical of some 
of those aspects — for example, the 
fact that training was guaranteed and 
government support was provided only 
to those who were upskilling rather 
than to those who were acquiring skills 
of an equivalent or lower level.

Another matter I was critical of was 
the increase in fees for diploma and 
advanced diploma students. The fees 
under the previous government were 
increased from $877 to $2000 for this 
year and $2500 next year. Clearly the 
work undertaken by the coalition 
parties and indeed by the previous 
government towards the end of its 
term, showed that there were many 
people from low-income areas who 
were not enrolling in diploma and 
advanced diploma courses at the same 
rate because of that cost burden.

Despite the fact that vocational 
education and training fee help was 
available to them, the accumulation of 
debt was a significant barrier to those 
people wishing to study at the diploma 
and advanced diploma levels.

So it was that we made a pre-election 
commitment to provide concessional 
places in diploma and advanced 
diploma courses for health-care card 
holders, and that was a $56 million 
commitment over four years. I am 
pleased to say that that commitment 

has now been honoured — that is, 
that policy has been implemented 
— and from 1 February health-care 
card holders in the 15-to-24 age group 
have been able to enrol in a diploma 
or advanced diploma course at the 
concessional rate of $100 instead of 
the $2000 that they would have been 
required to pay under Labor.

We expect this to benefit around 5000 
students in Victoria.

We have used the 15-to-24 age group 
criteria because they, more than any 
other sector, are more represented in 
unemployment or are not in full-time 
education figures.

In parallel to this commitment 
we are undertaking a review of fees 
and charges within the TAFE sector, 
and that review is expected to be 
completed in October of this year. I am 
hopeful that that review will enable 
us to extend this concessions policy 
to a broader range of people. That is 
the intent and wish of the coalition 
government.

To answer Mr Finn, that is one way 
in which we have significantly assisted 
young people to get involved in 
training at a greater level. I might add 
that the coalition has also committed 
$40 million over four years to extend 
the number of exemptions from the 
payment of full fees granted to those 
who wish to extend their training skills.

That part of the election commitment 
will start once the budget comes 
down on 1 July. It has been warmly 
welcomed by people right across the 
sector.

I am pleased to say that in terms 
of some of the most undesirable 
aspects of the skills reform process 
the coalition government has already 
acted and will continue to act to 
address some of those unfair positions.

COUNCIL | Governor’s Speech 
10 February 2011

COUNCIL | Questions without Notice 
9 February 2011

Ombudsman: investigation into 
allegations of improper conduct by a 
councillor at the Hume City Council ...

support of visa applications as other 
private invitation letters had been 
unsuccessful in obtaining visas for 
overseas visitors to enter Australia.

211. Cr Atmaca was aware of the 
purpose for which the invitation 
letters would be used.

212. I consider that the likely 
intention of sending these letters 
was to mislead the Department of 
Immigration and Citizenship in 
their assessment of Australian visa 
applications.

Those with reasonable memories 
will remember another chap who 
was elected to the federal Parliament 
some years ago and who had an 
office opposite the Broadmeadows 
town hall — the same town hall that 
Cr Atmaca works out of. That federal 
member also had some problems 
with the Department of Immigration 
and Citizenship. We all know who 
I am talking about: Dr Andrew 
Theophanous. One would hope that 
Cr Atmaca has not learnt at the feet of 
the master. One would also hope that 
Cr Atmaca has not involved himself 
in some of the activities that saw Dr 
Theophanous sent to jail. What is it 
about Broadmeadows? Perhaps the 
boy from Brighton will be able to tell 
us next month when he gets there — 
when he can find it; we are sending 
Frank McGuire a Melway as we speak.

There is a very strong trend 
throughout the northern and western 
suburbs that involves impropriety, 
corruption, jobs for the boys, brown 
paper bags and a whole range of very 
distasteful and quite often dishonest 
and illegal activity, and this trend 
always involves Labor councils. In all 
these reports, going back to Darebin all 
those years ago, the people responsible 
for the activities documented in these 
reports have one thing in common: 
they are all members of the Australian 
Labor Party. When you think 
corruption and impropriety in local 
government you have to think Labor, 
because that is the way that Labor 
Party people treat the people who elect 
them to council.

Hon. M. P. Pakula — You forgot to 
mention Glen Eira.

Mr FINN — Mr Pakula talks about 
Glen Eira. We can debate that another 
day, because I think Mr Pakula, as 
the then minister, should have a good 
look at his activities on that one as 
well. In the meantime I put out a plea 
to members of the Labor Party in the 
northern and western suburbs of 
Melbourne to get their act together, 
to show a bit of respect for the people 
who elect them and to get their snouts 
right out of the trough.
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achieved a swing of close to 13 per 
cent, the biggest swing to the Liberal 
Party in Victoria. As I said, this was in 
the seat of Williamstown, which is right 
next door to the seat of Altona, where 
we achieved a similar swing around 12 
months ago in the Altona by-election.

Going by those two results you can 
see we are doing very nicely in the 
west. We are communicating with 
the people, and I know that more and 
more people in the western suburbs 
are accepting that the Liberal Party is 
their party.

We speak for the people of the west. 
We have their aspirations and welfare 
at heart, and they know that after 11 
years the Labor Party does not really 
care about the west. They know that 
the Labor Party will neglect the west, 
and as I have pointed out in this place 
and in many other places, for decades 
— for generations — the Labor Party 
has used and abused the people of the 
western suburbs for its own purposes. 
Now the people of the west are finally 
saying, ‘Enough is enough’, and we 
saw tremendous swings in seats like 
Niddrie, Keilor and Kororoit.

There was a magnificent swing in 
Essendon, which was a particular 
pleasure. It was a great disappointment 
to me that we did not quite get there, 
because in my view the candidate that 
the Labor Party put up in Essendon 
leaves a fair bit to be desired. It has to 
be said that the current member for 
Essendon, Justin Madden, is somebody 
I do not have a great deal of respect for. 
I am not just talking about his ability 
to make a complete dog’s breakfast of 
the planning portfolio when he held 
it; I have to say that in the four years I 
represented the Western Metropolitan 
Region, as had the current member for 
Essendon, I got out a fair bit. If there 
were two men standing on a corner, 
I would go and talk to them. I went 
to every function I was invited to if I 
possibly could. I was out an enormous 
amount — members can check with 
my wife on that if they want to.

In that four years, how many times 
did I see Justin Madden at an electorate 
function? How many times might 
members imagine? The answer is zilch. 
Not once did I see Justin Madden out 
in his electorate — not even once.

The only time I saw him in that four 
years in the electorate was one night 
when I was walking across the road to 
a meeting at a school; he drove past, 
stuck his head out the window and 
said, ‘G’day’. He was on his way home. 
That was the only time I saw him, so 
I wish the people of Essendon well. 
I wish them a great deal of luck, and 
they are going to need it.

Let me tell the house: we are going 
to come back in 2014. The Liberal 

Party will take the seat of Essendon at 
the next election, and we will turf Mr 
Madden out onto his superannuation. 
Let us hope he will enjoy that as much 
as he has enjoyed making a mess of 
many aspects of Victoria over the past 
four years.

I mentioned Mr Elsbury earlier. I 
believe Andrew Elsbury will be an 
outstanding member of Parliament. 
He has already shown that he has the 
makings of a first-class MP, and I think 
the people of the western suburbs will 
be well served by him sitting in this 
house.

The enthusiasm and levels of energy 
he has already displayed are something 
he can be particularly proud of and we 
can all be very excited about.

Mr Elsbury’s maiden speech in this 
house was a particularly good one. 
Some on the other side of the house 
and even some in the media have 
commented on his views on abortion 
and on capital punishment. They seem 
to think there is some conflict there. 
I do not know why, because clearly 
in the case of abortion we are talking 
about the killing of somebody who 
is innocent and in the case of capital 
punishment we are talking about the 
killing of somebody who is guilty — 
that is, somebody who has actually 
done something to deserve that fate. I 
am not sure why people would think 
those two views are somehow in 
conflict; it does not make any sense to 
me at all.

I quite openly support what Mr 
Elsbury has said. I know this is not 
government policy.

Let me make it clear to journalists 
from the Age and anybody else who 
is listening that I know this is not 
government policy. I would like to 
see it become government policy, but 
it is not government policy. I believe 
there should be capital punishment 
in this state for major drug dealers 
and drug lords. These people do not 
deserve to breathe the same air that 
we do. I am strongly of the view that 
Carl Williams, for example, should not 
have been bashed to death in jail; he 
should have been executed by the state 
as he was just a merchant of death 
and misery. I believe that if we were 
to send a very clear message to people 
who deal in death and misery via the 
drug trade in this state that we are not 
going to tolerate it, then we would have 
achieved a good deal.

I am talking about protecting our 
kids.

Perhaps I am not speaking just as a 
legislator now but as a father as well, 
somebody whose daughter started 
secondary school just last week and 
whose twin daughters started primary 
school last week as well. Obviously 

to our system of government, the 
constitutional monarchy, which is 
clearly a leading system of government 
in the world. You would have to say 
there is none better. I have always said 
I would be very happy to hear from 
republicans if they wished to come 
forward with a model or a system of 
government which is better than the 
one we have now. I am still waiting.

I have been waiting for years, and 
I anticipate that I will be waiting for 
many more years, because there just is 
not one. I am therefore very happy to 
reassert my loyalty to Her Majesty.

On Australia Day it was very 
disappointing to see a group of 
individuals who had decided to use 
our national day to start up a very 
divisive debate on our national flag, 
which I think is one of the most 
beautiful sights in the world. It is 
very sad that those in the republican 
movement would use our national day 
in the way they did. It is a day when we 
should be celebrating everything that 
is great about Australia; instead we 
were having a very divisive debate and 
argument about the Australian flag and 
its future. I am hoping that in future 
those sorts of individuals will pull their 
heads in, because it is not something 
that Australia needs on our great day.

Four years ago I commented 
that I supported the constitutional 
monarchy.

I have an open mind on the subject; 
if somebody wants to bring forward 
something better, they can, but as I say, 
there is no such thing to this point that 
we can see.

It gives me particular pleasure to 
stand here as no longer the only 
Liberal from the Western Metropolitan 
Region. It gives me enormous pleasure 
to say that at the 27 November election 
the Liberals in the west doubled their 
representation; we went from one 
member to two!

Ms Crozier interjected.
Mr FINN — When you consider 

that four years ago we did not have 
any members at all, that is pretty 
sensational.

Mr O’Donohue — Next time it will be 
four.

Mr FINN — Mr O’Donohue makes 
the point that next time it will be four; 
I agree. I think it will not be just in this 
house. I think we will find that in the 
other place as well we will have Liberal 
representation from the west. You just 
have to have a look at the results in 
some of the western suburbs seats at 
the election to know the Liberals are 
coming in the west; there is nothing 
surer. In the seat of Williamstown, for 
example, a seat held by two former 
premiers — not real flash, but they 
were premiers nonetheless — we 
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Sunshine College: 
western campus 

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
wish to raise a matter for the attention 
of the Minister for Education. I must 
give due warning to the minister that 
over the past few weeks I have been 
very busy visiting a number of schools 
throughout the western suburbs and 
that I intend to continue doing so for 
the duration of this year and beyond. 
I see Mr Pakula over there screwing 
up his nose at the prospect that I have 
been out visiting schools — because 
that is not something he would ever 
lower himself to do.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr FINN — That is why, I would 

suggest, his vote dropped so 
significantly last November.

The schools I have visited over recent 
weeks have included Strathmore 
Primary School and Yarraville West 
Primary School, which surely has to be 
the smallest in physical size in Victoria. 
The one I wish to bring to the attention 
of the minister this evening is the 
western campus of Sunshine College. 
I have had considerable contact with 
the principal, Mr Tim Blunt, and the 
principal of the western campus, Mr 
Andrew Pitrakkou. In fact I visited the 
western campus of Sunshine College 
just last week. Whilst it is a great school 
— it has got great results, it has a very 
high satisfaction rating among the kids 
and it provides the sort of education 
that we all should be very proud of — 
the physical condition of the school is 
an absolute disgrace. It is far and away 

Humanitarian 
visas: Egyptian 
Coptic Christians 

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
On 6 January this year, along with my 
good friend and federal colleague 
Senator Julian McGauran, I attended a 
memorial service at St Paul’s Cathedral 
in the city for the Coptic Christians 
who were murdered a week earlier 
in a terrorist attack in Egypt. This 
was followed by a rally in Federation 
Square, which I addressed and which 
was attended by over 2000 members of 
the Coptic community.

The cowardly attack I speak of, sadly, 
was only one in a series of such acts by 
extremist Islamist elements in Egypt, 

and this has been going on over a 
number of years. The tragedy is that 
the current turmoil in Egypt has been 
used in this last week as a cover for 
more bloodshed carried out against 
the Copts. Two whole families were 
slaughtered this week alone. There are 
80 000 Copts in Australia.

Almost all of them have family 
members still in Egypt, and they are 
very fearful for the safety of those 
family members.

The current federal government 
has let down the Coptic community 
very badly. In fact when foreign 
minister Kevin Rudd met with 
President Mubarak last year he did 
not even mention their plight, which 
is just appalling. I believe we must 
immediately suspend the limitations 
and allow these Coptic Christians into 
Australia to escape persecution and 
indeed to escape death.

deal, particularly to assist people who 
have been affected by the floods. There 
are a lot of people who could do with 
that money. The Labor Party spent 
$1.5 billion on a tram ticket, and we 
still have not got the thing working. If 
I walked down the steps of Parliament 
House, I would still have trouble 
getting on a tram and using the myki 
system.

We remember the fast rail project. 
Labor said it was going to cost $80 
million; it came in at over $1 billion. 
That is another example of the Labor 
way. We have seen what has happened 
to the desalination plant. The last 
time I saw it it was under water. It is 
extraordinary. If the government of the 
day had listened to the locals, it would 
have known the desal plant was being 
built on a flood plain. It should not 
have come as any surprise to Labor to 
know that when it rains a lot, it is going 
to flood, and that is what has happened 
over the last week.

The Labor Party went out of its way 
to build that great monstrosity, and 
I suggest it could end up being one 
of the greatest white elephants that 
Victoria has ever witnessed.

I believe Victoria is a wonderful place 
to live. I love Victoria; it is a delight in 
so many ways. But it has fallen into 
disrepair over the last 11 years. Labor 
failed on so many levels to give us 
what we need and what we deserve as 
Victorians. I am very excited to be a 
part of the Baillieu government. I am 
very excited to see the Liberal Party 
and The Nationals back on this side 
of the house, because I know that 
together we will deliver what we said 
we would deliver, and we will make 
Victoria a great state again.

I have their welfare at heart. That is 
uppermost in my mind. These drug 
dealers threaten their existence, their 
lives and their welfare, and we as 
legislators have a responsibility to 
those children to protect them. If we 
have to remove drug dealers in that 
way, let us do it.

Another area of concern raised by Mr 
Elsbury is the area of abortion. Over 
recent times we have seen a number 
of babies born as a result of failed 
abortions. This house unfortunately 
did not want to know about that and 
rejected a motion moved by Mr Peter 
Kavanagh, a former member for 
Western Victoria Region, to investigate 
that further. It is regrettable that the 
house rejected that motion. The reality 
remains that these babies were just left 
to die; that is the bottom line.

They were born as a result of failed 
abortions, and they were just left to die. 
If it was happening last year or the year 
before, you can bet your bottom dollar 
that it is still happening today. We have 
a responsibility as legislators to do 
something about that.

Last month a front page of the Herald 
Sun was a horrifying reminder of what 
the Abortion Law Reform Act 2008 
has inflicted upon this state — twin 
boys were aborted for no other reason 
than the fact that they were boys. Their 
mother wanted a girl but she had 
twin boys, so she killed them. That is 
something that we in a civilised society 
should not tolerate, but that has been 
brought upon us by the fact that in this 
state there are appalling abortion laws 
that allow abortion for any reason, at 
any time right up until birth and, in 
the case of those babies who are born 
alive, even after birth.

I look forward at some stage, 
hopefully in the not-too-distant future, 
to seeing the Abortion Law Reform 
Act 2008 repealed. It is a law which 
should not be on the statute book, 
and I believe an increasing number of 
members of this Parliament are of the 
view that the law should be repealed, 
and repealed soon.

Over the last couple of months one of 
the joys we have seen in this state with 
the change of government is the end to 
the waste of Labor. Over 11 years the 
Labor Party turned waste into an art 
form. If waste were capable of being 
put in a gallery, it would be on display 
on St Kilda Road because Labor did 
a superb job. For example, we are 
still spending money on myki. It has 
been such a disaster with Labor losing 
somewhere in the vicinity of $1.5 
billion. What could we have done with 
$1.5 billion?

I have less than 2 minutes left, 
otherwise I would tell members what 
could be done. We could do a great 
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Housing: Altona 
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 

My question without notice is directed 
to the Minister for Housing. Can the 
minister inform the house what actions 
the Baillieu government is taking 
to reassure residents that the social 
housing development at 2 McIntyre 
Drive, Altona, will be available to aged 
persons only?

Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for 
Housing) — I thank the member for his 
question and his ongoing interest in 
housing issues for people in the west, 
many of whom are very vulnerable 
residents of this state and who need 
the assistance of public and social 
housing.

I know Mr Finn was out there meeting 
with the residents in the area who are 
concerned about the development.

The reason they are concerned 
is the former Labor government’s 
legacy when it comes to development 
processes, which was one of 
centralisation and control. The 
concerns of the residents have 
been about the client profile of this 
particular development and also the 
lack of community consultation about 
the development. That is because 
the former Labor planning minister 
made himself the planning authority 
for all Nation Building projects and 
removed all powers and say from local 
councils and communities over those 
projects. Those projects included the 
development of social housing that 
was proposed for 2 McIntyre Drive, 
Altona. The former Labor government’s 
control over planning and its lack of 
community consultation have led to 
the current concerns being raised by 
local residents about the projects.

Rooming houses: 
regulations 

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
I wish to direct a question without 
notice to the Minister for Housing. 
I ask the minister: given the Today 
Tonight expose last Friday regarding 
the exploitation of vulnerable people 
by dodgy rooming house operators, 
can the minister inform the house 
what action the Baillieu government 
is taking to address the previous 
Labor government’s failure to enact 
appropriate regulations for Victorian 
rooming houses?

Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for 
Housing) — I thank the member for his 
question and for his ongoing interest 
in vulnerable people in Victoria, 
particularly in them being taken 
advantage of by dodgy rooming house 
operators.

There is no doubt that the former 
government dropped the ball on the 
regulation of dodgy rooming houses 
and substandard accommodation.

The dodgy rooming houses and 
dodgy operators were allowed to 
flourish under both the Brumby and 
the Bracks governments.

If we go back to 2002, we can find 
press articles where Mary Delahunty 
was quoted as saying:

Every parent is nervous about 
the risks of fire in low-budget 
accommodation.

She is also quoted as saying:
We want to make sure that low-

budget accommodation is a safe 
alternative for the hundreds of 
Victorians and overseas tourists who 
rely on cheaper accommodation ...

It is cheaper, but it should be just 
as safe.

That was back as far as 2002. Then 
in 2006 we had the tragic fire at a 
Brunswick rooming house in which 
Christopher Giorgi and Leigh Sinclair 
were unfortunately killed. The danger 
to vulnerable Victorians using these 
services was clear, but both the Bracks 
and Brumby governments failed to 
do anything to ensure that they were 
made safer.

Stories of unsafe rooming houses 
continued to appear in the papers. 
Tom Reilly of the Sunday Age ran a 
series of articles on dodgy rooming 
house operators. Just last week we 
saw a story of 12 students being taken 
advantage of in a four-bedroom flat 
at 33 Latrobe Street in the city. Those 
12 students in the one flat with one 
bathroom were being asked for $150 
per student per week to stay in that 
apartment.

The Brumby government said it was 
going to do something, but it was 
not until the coroner was about to 
hand down his report into the 2009 
Brunswick rooming house fire that 
that government even moved to form a 
task force to look into the regulation of 
rooming houses.

We know that these articles have 
been running since 2002, and in 
2009, only when the coroner was 
about to hand down his report, did 
the government move to form a task 
force. That task force handed down 
32 recommendations on how to make 
rooming houses safer. The coroner also 
made many recommendations in his 
report in September 2009, but it took 

the Brumby government 12 months 
just to bring legislation into this 
house that said regulations could be 
developed. The legislation did not put 
in place any regulations.

It did not make rooming houses any 
safer. It only said regulations could 
be developed. However, no work was 
done on developing those regulations.

When we came to government we 
found that no work had been done 
on developing the regulations. The 
coalition has now moved to expedite 
the development of appropriate 
regulations. The coalition will 
ensure that these new safeguards are 
appropriately considered and that 
the regulations will make it illegal for 
dodgy operators to take advantage of 
vulnerable Victorians.

the worst school in terms of physical 
condition that I have seen in my almost 
12 years as a member of Parliament.

I went through with the principal of 
the college and the principal of the 
campus, and I saw that the roof was 
sagging in many places.

I saw the bare floorboards where 
the floorcoverings had become 
disengaged from the floor and other 
floorcoverings which were clearly very 
dangerous. I saw walls cracked right 
down certain buildings, which gave 
one the indication that those buildings 
were about to split in two. In fact such 
is the condition of the school that 
currently one teacher is on WorkCover 
— because the roof fell on his head. It 
is just not good enough in this day and 
age for a school to be like that.

This school really has to go. It is ready 
to be bulldozed, they have the plans 
ready to build a new one, the people 
of Sunshine need this project and they 
need it now. I ask the minister to give 
it the go-ahead for the welfare of the 
children of Sunshine and the future of 
their education.

Responses
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for 

Employment and Industrial Relations) 
— Mr Finn, as usual, has raised an 
erudite adjournment matter for the 
attention of the Minister for Education. 
He has acknowledged visiting schools 
in his electorate at Strathmore and 
at Yarraville, and in particular he 
is concerned about the physical 
condition of the western campus of 
Sunshine College — the cracked walls 
and the roofs falling down — which is 
probably an indictment of a previous 
government. He is asking the Minister 
for Education to go ahead and rebuild 
it. I will refer that matter on to the 
minister.
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Victorian 
Families 
Statement 

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
wish to congratulate the Premier and 
the government on the first families 
statement presented by the Premier 
in the other place earlier this year. I 
think it is a sure and very clear sign 
that the Baillieu government does care 
about Victorian families. There has 
been some discussion already today, 
from both Mrs Coote and Ms Hartland, 
about what exactly a family is. There 
are various views, it has to be said, 
about what a family is. The nuclear 
family of mum, dad and the kids is 
what most people would accept as a 
family. That is not to say that there are 
not a number of living arrangements 
within our community. I am not 
criticising them — not one little bit — 
but I am not sure that we could classify 
them as a family.

Mr O’Brien — Charlie Sheen.
Mr FINN — I am not sure about 

Charlie Sheen, but we certainly 
could not classify some of the living 
arrangements as a family because 
the nuclear family, as we know it, is 
the foundation stone of our society. I 
think a lot of the problems of recent 
years — and we have seen it with youth 
violence and kids running off the rails 
in a lot of ways — have been created 
by the breakdown of the traditional 
family as a keystone of our society. 
That is very sad for a lot of people. I am 
not apportioning blame to anybody. 
Divorces happen; families break down. 
I know that from firsthand experience. 
I know how difficult that can be. I 
just say that we should not be getting 
too carried away about various little 
groups in our society when really 

what matters is the thing that holds us 
together, and that is the nuclear family. 
I just make that point, which I think is a 
particularly important one, and I hope 
that this house and the government 
will take it on board.

I know that at the moment a lot of 
families are doing it tough.

Despite the fact that we have perhaps 
not been hit as hard by economic 
conditions as some other countries 
overseas have been, a lot of families 
are really finding it difficult to pay 
their bills. We have the situation 
where mum and dad may be sitting 
around the kitchen table at 10 or 11 
o’clock at night wondering how they 
are going to pay their electricity bill or 
their water bill or buy schoolbooks for 
their kids. There is no end to expenses 
for families, and a lot of people are 
finding it difficult to keep this money 
going. I can understand it. I have been 
in the situation of money being tight 
and having a number of bills in front 
of me, and it is really a question of 
prioritising. We as parliamentarians 
should keep in mind that not 
everybody is doing well. For some 
families even $20 can be the difference 
between make and break in any given 
week. It is something that members 
should take on board.

Parents of children with disabilities 
are one group in the community that 
always do it tough and are really up 
against it every day.

Over the last decade I have seen 
blatant discrimination against kids 
with autism in the western suburbs. It 
makes me wonder why the previous 
government acted the way it did 
and why children with autism in the 
western suburbs would be treated 
as inferior beings to those in the 
northern, eastern or southern suburbs. 
In terms of the education of those kids, 
that is changing. This government 
made a very clear commitment prior 
to the election to change that situation, 
and it is changing, despite some of the 
rumours doing the rounds — and I 
have to say some of that is coming from 
local Labor MPs.

This government will provide the 
best education possible for children 
with autism from prep to year 12. That 
is a commitment we have given and a 
commitment we will follow through 
on. We want the best education 
possible for kids with autism in the 
west, and that is exactly what we will 
deliver. Just this morning I was sitting 
in a meeting with a group of parents 
talking about this very thing.

I can assure the communities of the 
western suburbs that this particular 
election promise will be fulfilled and 
will be fulfilled as soon as is humanly 
possible. I am acutely aware of the time 

2 hours for lunch. She did far better 
than me on that front! The only time 
she appeared to be in any distress was 
when she rang and told me that she 
had just seen a diminutive dancing 
bear which was too stupid to get out 
of the rain. Kids have such wonderful 
imaginations.

To complete the story, we won the 
Bulla booth quite nicely, and that 
might be why Mrs Beattie is so snaky. 
However, it would be nice in future 
if she spat her venom at me and did 
not direct it towards a civic-minded 
young lady who just wanted to help 
— a beautiful bright young lady I just 
happen to be extremely proud of.

Labor’s centralist approach to 
planning for these projects meant that 
even the local member for Altona was 
unaware of the details of the proposal, 
and she has written to me desperate 
for the details of the application.

In contrast, the coalition government 
has been active in seeking to 
reassure the people of Altona about 
the true nature of this proposed 
development. Earlier this month 
the Office of Housing prepared a 
fact sheet outlining the true nature 
of the proposal. This information 
was emailed to all the residents who 
have expressed concern, as well as to 
media outlets and to the council for 
distribution. The Office of Housing has 
also been in direct personal contact 
with those people who have expressed 
concerns.

I have sought to ensure that my 
department will work closely with 
the Hobsons Bay City Council, and I 
have spoken personally with the CEO 
of Hobsons Bay, Mr Bill Jaboor, to 
reassure him that this development is a 
social housing proposal that will house 
older persons in Altona.

COUNCIL 
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Housing: Altona ...

Victorian 
election: Yuroke 
electorate

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
think it a well-established convention 
in this Parliament that in the rough and 
tumble of debate, which is sometimes 
heated and personal, attacks on 
our children are strictly off limits. It 
therefore came as somewhat of a shock 
to read comments by the member for 
Yuroke in another place during the last 
sitting week. Mrs Beattie complained 
of a number of children at the last state 
election giving out Liberal how-to-vote 
cards in the Yuroke electorate all day 
without food and drink. Mrs Beattie 
clearly has the same level of regard for 
the truth as her federal leader.

There was one 12-year-old giving out 
Liberal how-to-vote cards in Yuroke, 
and Mrs Beattie knows who that was. 
It was my daughter Madeleine, who 
was at a small booth around the corner 
from our home.

For the information of the member 
for Yuroke, a team of rabid Clydesdales 
would not have kept my darling girl 
away from supporting her dad at that 
polling booth on 27 November last 
year. For the record, she had enough 
snacks and drinks to feed a medium-
sized army and disappeared home for 
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Shop Trading 
Reform 
Amendment 
(Easter Sunday) 
Bill 2011

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
rise to support this bill, and I very 

had to say.
On the issue of public transport, if 

the regional rail project is imperilled, 
it will be because the federal Labor 
government pulled the rug from under it.

I want to make that very clear to the 
people of the western suburbs and 
indeed of western Victoria. One issue 
very close to my heart is the West Gate 
Bridge. The West Gate Freeway is very 
much a car park during peak hours 
and is something that needs to be 
addressed as a matter of urgency. We 
need an Upper Yarra crossing. I have 
said that probably a couple of hundred 
times in this house over the past four 
years and I will say it again: we need an 
Upper Yarra crossing. If we do not get 
it, the west is going to become stymied 
by traffic chaos as a continuing daily 
event.

Comments have been made about 
the water prices we face in Victoria. 
We are talking about Victorian families 
who are now paying increased water 
rates. They are obviously not happy 
about it, and some of them are very 
adversely affected. Because of the 
incompetence of the former Labor 
government, and particularly the 
former Treasurer, we will have a 
situation where many families will 
not be able to afford water in years to 
come.

Here we are in Victoria in 2011 
and we are seriously talking about a 
situation where Victorian families — 
mums, dads and kids — will not be 
able to afford to have water in their 
homes.

This is not a Third World country, 
but thanks to the incompetence of the 
Labor Party when it was in government 
and the building of a desalination 
plant, which has to be — I will check 
the Guinness Book of Records — surely 
the biggest white elephant in the 
world, that is what it was becoming. 
Who else would build a desal plant on 
a flood plain? Who would build a desal 
plant that cannot be finished because 
it is flooded? Only the Labor Party. It 
has done it again, and as a result of 
its incompetence Victorian families 
will be paying through the nose for 
decades. It is another Labor disaster, 
another Labor stuff-up. How much 
longer do we have to put up with it? I 
could go on about smart meters and a 
whole range of other areas where the 
previous government has left a legacy 
of misery for Victorian families. I find 
that very sad indeed.

I am sure most members of this house 
will be aware that jobs are the basis of 
any form of prosperity. Whether it be 
a single-income family or a double-
income family, whatever it may be, a 
job is the most important thing to keep 
bread on the table. What worries me 

in the next few years — if indeed the 
Prime Minister, Mr Brown, gets his way 
and introduces the carbon tax he is 
talking about — is the effect the carbon 
tax will have on working families in 
the western suburbs. What is going 
to happen is that we are going to see 
businesses hit the wall, we are going to 
see industries go offshore and we are 
going to see massive unemployment 
and huge social disharmony. We are 
going to see massive misery across the 
western suburbs, and it will be caused 
by the champions of working families, 
Prime Minister Julia Gillard and federal 
Greens leader Bob Brown.

What is about to hit the western 
suburbs is terrifying.

I remember back during the years of 
former Premier Joan Kirner when we 
had all the empty factories and dole 
queues down the street and around 
the corner. You get the feeling that 
compared to what is happening now 
that will be the good old days. I cannot 
understand what is going through the 
minds of these people in Canberra who 
want to tax prosperity out of existence 
in this country. It will hit the working 
people of the west first, because it 
always does. If you put factories out 
of business, you put workers on the 
unemployment queues. Their families 
suffer, they lose their homes and we 
know the rest.

At the moment this is something 
that concerns me more than anything 
else. Putting aside the lie told by the 
Prime Minister prior to the election 
last year, the effect of this proposed 
carbon tax on men, women and 
children in the western suburbs will 
be cataclysmic. This is something a lot 
of people have not thought through, 
and I plead with those in Canberra to 
put a bit of thought into this; to have 
some concern for those who are going 
to be suffering as a result of these 
lunatic policies being proposed by the 
Labor-Greens coalition government 
in Canberra. Western suburbs families 
are great people, and we need to 
support them.
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frame of this promise and that every 
week that goes by will create more 
suffering for families of children with 
autism, and that is simply not good 
enough.

Public transport is a particularly 
important issue in the western suburbs 
because, as members know, places 
like Wyndham and Melton are some 
of the biggest and fastest growing 
municipalities in Australia. It is almost 
as if every time you turn around there 
is a new subdivision or indeed a new 
suburb that has been built. Mr Elsbury 
knows this only too well. When he 
moved into his area he was in an outer 
suburb, and that is not the case any 
more. Another six or seven suburbs 
have since gone up beyond where he is 
down near Werribee in the Wyndham 
area.

Public transport is very important, 
and I want to make a comment today 
on the regional rail project. There has 
been a very devious and dishonest 
campaign by some Labor MPs, 
particularly in the Werribee area.

Mr Elsbury — Who would that be?
Mr FINN — Mr Elsbury, they just 

might be people who do not live 
in the Werribee area and have no 
understanding of what people in the 
Werribee area would need. I believe 
these people have conducted a very 
devious and dishonest campaign 
concerning the regional rail project 
and have attempted to put the blame 
for any delays or indeed the scrapping 
of the regional rail project onto the 
Victorian government. This is clearly 
not the case. As I have said time and 
again, if the regional rail link project is 
held up or scrapped, it will be purely 
because half a billion dollars was 
pulled out of the project by the federal 
government. Courtesy of the Gillard 
government $500 million has gone 
missing. To the people of the western 
suburbs and to the people of western 
Victoria — —

Hon. D. M. Davis — A failure to scope 
things properly, too.

Mr FINN — Indeed.
The federal government is letting 

Victorian down on a whole range of 
things. In this particular instance the 
regional rail link is something that I am 
very enthusiastic about, and I know Mr 
Elsbury is very enthusiastic about it, 
but the Gillard government has pulled 
the rug out.

Mr Leane — Acting President, I draw 
your attention to the state of the house.

Quorum formed.
Mr FINN — I thank Mr Leane for his 

generosity of spirit in calling members 
into the chamber, although I know 
they were in their offices listening most 
intently through the speakers to what I 
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Planning: 
Avondale Heights 
development

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) —My 
question without notice is directed to 
the Minister for Planning. In asking 
him this question I commend him 
on changing the face of planning in 
Victoria for the better. Can the minister 
inform the house of the Baillieu 
government’s plan or plans for the 
former TAFE site on Military Road in 
Avondale Heights, and is the minister 
aware of any other developments that 
may have been proposed for the site 
over recent years?

Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for 
Planning) — I begin by thanking Mr 
Finn for his interest in this issue and 
for his very strong advocacy, with Mr 
Elsbury, on behalf of the constituents 
of Western Metropolitan Region in 
relation to the proposed development 
in Avondale Heights that he has 
referred to.

I am pleased to inform the house 
of my initiatives and the Baillieu 
government’s position on where we 
see this development going. More 
to the point, I am certainly willing to 
enlighten the house, as Mr Finn has 
asked, about some other developments 
that may have been proposed for that 
site.

Just a month ago, as Mr Finn would 
be aware, there was a plan for that 
4-hectare site in Avondale Heights to 
house some 68 dwellings per hectare 
in an area where the average is 12 
dwellings per hectare. One has to 
ask who on earth would have put 
forward a proposition that is so out 
of character with the character of 
the neighbourhood of that area. As 
Mr Finn quite correctly asks in his 
question, it was none other than the 
former Labor government. It was a 
product of Melbourne 2030 and the 
planning regime that failed so many 
Victorians. In this case it failed to 
offer up a development for the people 
of Avondale Heights. The previous 
government thought that 68 dwellings 
per hectare would in fact be a good 
development in an area where the 
average is 12 dwellings per hectare.

What I find interesting about the 
proposition that Mr Finn has asked 
about is that this development was 
actually withdrawn. It was pulled by 
the statutory authority, VicUrban.

Mr Finn — When?
Hon. M. J. GUY — Mr Finn has asked 

when that happened. It is a very good 
question. It was pulled just one week 
before the state election in November 
2010.

One has to ask who would pull this 
development if they felt it was the 
right thing to put 68 dwellings per 
hectare in an area where the average 
was 12 dwellings per hectare? Who 
would make that call? Would it be the 
Minister for Planning? I guess he is 
responsible for VicUrban. Would it be 
the Treasurer? He is responsible for 
VicUrban.

No, it was former Attorney-General 
Rob Hulls, the member for Niddrie in 
the Assembly. Rob Hulls got on the 
phone to demand and bully. He has 
a history of bullying the Parliament, 
parliamentary inquiries, members 
and nowadays even the Speaker of 
the Legislative Assembly. He has a 
history of it, and in November he 
was out bullying VicUrban. ‘Pull the 
development’, he said. ‘Withdraw it, get 
rid of it, scuttle it, scrap it. Anything to 
save us; anything to save Bob Smith’. 
But of course what we now have is 
a 4-hectare parcel of land left by the 
previous government.

Here we go; come on down, Mr Viney!
Mr Viney — On a point of order, 

President, I will refrain from 
responding to the improper derision 
about my entitlement to raise a point 
of order. The point of order is that 
the member is making reflections 
on a member in the other place with 
reference to the use of words such as 
‘bully’.

In my view under standing orders 
such comments can only be made by 
way of substantive motion and they are 
highly inappropriate in the context of 
an answer to a Dorothy Dixer from the 
government.

The PRESIDENT — Order! The Chair 
is not surprised that such a point of 
order has been forthcoming insofar as 
the Chair was also somewhat troubled 
by the tenor of the criticism of the 
member for Niddrie in another place. 
The remarks the minister made in 
regard to a possible intervention in this 
matter are obviously relevant to the 
house, but reflections on the former 
minister’s approach to his work are not 
appropriate, and certainly the minister 
is bordering on debating the answer. 
The reflections on the former minister 
are not in keeping with the position of 
the house.

Hon. M. J. GUY — I have instructed 

much welcome the opportunity to 
listen to members of the opposition. 
In doing so I have very quickly come 
to the view that Christianity is back in 
vogue. Christianity is back in town!
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CORRECTION
The speech originally 
published in this document 
was included in error and 
was NOT Bernie’s speech 
on the Shop Trading Reform 
Amendment (Easter Sunday) 
Bill 2011. 

Bernie’s actual speech in 
support of the bill is now 
included on a separate 
insert at the end of this PDF 
file (pages 33 and 34). Sorry 
for any inconvenience.
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Sunshine College: 
western campus 

Reply from Minister for Education 
— There is need for consolidation and 
the construction of a modern purpose-
built facility on the western campus of 
Sunshine College.

Such a project would enhance 
modern approaches to teaching and 
learning and offer an outstanding 
range of applied and academic 
learning opportunities and pathways 
for students.

A master plan has been developed 
proposing a 7-12 secondary school on 
the existing western campus following 
demolition of the existing school 
buildings. The project would result in 
the school consolidating four small 
campuses onto a single campus.

The project would support the 
development of an educational 
precinct that becomes a centre 
of excellence in the provision of 
vocational/applied learning and work 
based education and teacher training.

It is the highest priority regeneration 
project for the Western Metropolitan 
Region.

This project will be considered in the 
context of all budget priorities.

Mental health: 
online petition

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
We all know how important mental 
health is as an issue, and I think we are 
aware of how desperate many affected 
by mental illness can be and often are, 
so it is particularly despicable that a 
petition that has come to my attention 
— a petition on the internet — takes 
advantage of this very vulnerable 
section of our community. This 
petition reads:

I call on the Legislative Assembly 
of Victoria to increase the budget for 
mental health to 14 per cent of the 
health budget to match the mental 
health burden.

Putting aside that that does not make 
a great deal of sense, that petition 
cannot be presented to anybody. 
Neither house of Parliament would 

accept the wording of that petition.
This is clearly an attempt by an 

organisation known as GetUp to 
misleadingly gain email addresses. 
Is it little wonder it has 80 000 on its 
list if this is the way it behaves? As 
I said, this is a petition to nowhere, 
and it is absolutely despicable that 
GetUp would use the mentally ill and 
their families to add to its email list. 
Apart from being a disgraceful use of 
people who are mentally ill to boost an 
organisation’s agenda, this could well 
be in contempt of Parliament. I will be 
investigating that. In the meantime I 
call on GetUp to withdraw this petition 
and apologise.

needs a hand, and this is where the 
minister and the government can 
come into their own.

The school has asked me to approach 
the minister and ask that it be provided 
with a two-storey portable classroom. 
We already have these classrooms in 
some schools, but I very much doubt 
if there is any school in the state where 
such a classroom is more needed. It is 
absolutely vital that this school get a 
double-storey portable classroom as 
soon as possible. This will allow more 
play area for the children, and the 
Greens will be interested to hear it will 
save a tree. I am sure the school will be 
very pleased and supportive of getting 
a double-storey portable classroom. 
I cannot see any possibility of any 
school needing it more.

The proper utilisation of space 
and the easing of the congestion for 
children and staff alike would make 
a great school even better. I ask the 
minister to come to the party on this as 
a matter of urgency and provide that 
portable classroom for Yarraville West 
Primary School.

In conclusion, I wish the Richmond 
Football Club all the very best for the 
season ahead.

Responses
Hon. G. K. RICH-PHILLIPS (Assistant 

Treasurer) — Mr Finn raised a matter 
for the attention of the Minister for 
Education with respect to the Yarraville 
West Primary School. Mr Finn is 
seeking a two-storey portable building 
to be provided to that primary school 
to ensure that it has playground space, 
and I will pass that on to the minister.
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VicUrban to work with the private 
developer and the council to find an 
outcome that will remain in keeping 
with the neighbourhood character 
that exists in Avondale Heights. This is 
vastly different from what was being 
proposed four or five months ago. 
It is a reflection of how the Baillieu 
government is listening to the people 
of Melbourne and regional Victoria 
about critical planning issues to ensure 
that we do not leave people behind in 
planning outcomes. As Mr Finn rightly 
says, his work and the work of Mr 
Elsbury on this proposal have ensured 
that the Baillieu government, unlike 
the previous government, is listening 
to the concerns of the many good 
people in Melbourne’s west.

Yarraville 
West Primary 
School: portable 
classroom

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
wish to raise a matter for the Minister 
for Education.

Mr Somyurek — You’re still here!
Mr FINN — I am still here, Mr 

Somyurek, yes, but not for a lot longer! 
I recently visited the Yarraville West 
Primary School, and it has to be said 
that it is the smallest school I have 
ever visited in all my life. In terms of 
physical size, it is clearly a tiny school 
in comparison with most other schools 
across the state.

I commend the principal, staff and 
parents, who have done a wonderful 
job in utilising the little space they 
have.

As an example, they have turned a 
former bathroom into a music room, 
which is quite an effort in itself. They 
have done such a good job on their 
school they should be organising the 
space at Parliament House, because 
we have a similar problem. If anyone 
would like to see my office upstairs, 
they will see it is just a cupboard.

Playground space is at a premium at 
Yarraville West Primary School. There 
is an oval next door, which the school is 
sometimes allowed to use, but there is 
no guarantee; obviously that presents 
its own set of problems. Every nook 
and cranny has been turned into its 
own productive space for the children 
and teachers at this school. The school 
is fighting a tough battle and clearly 

COUNCIL | Adjournment 
24 March 2011
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Sentencing 
Further 
Amendment Bill 
2010

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
In supporting this bill today, I very 
warmly congratulate the Attorney-
General, Robert Clark.

Mrs Peulich interjected.
Mr FINN — It has to be said he is 

Regional Growth 
Fund Bill 2011

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I wish to raise a matter for the 
attentioI came into this Parliament 
in 1992, as did Mr Davis. I am sure he 
will remember — and I am sure the 
President, if he is listening in his room, 
will remember — only too well the first 
three sitting weeks of that Parliament 
when we sat for I think an average of 
20 hours a day. Those members of the 
staff who were here at the time will 
never forget those days.

I often thought, sitting in the 
Parliament at 4 or 5 o’clock in the 
morning, just how ridiculous that was. 
I have often thought that we get carried 
away with ourselves in this place, but I 
have to say that tonight all logic seems 
to have gone out the window. Here we 
have opposition members saying, ‘We 
want to go home! We need our sleep!’. 
They need their beauty sleep; I am not 
arguing with that for a moment.

Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! 

Mr Finn should stay on the procedural 
motion. This is not the Comedy 
Theatre.

Mr FINN — No. I am not laughing, Mr 
Chairman; I hope you are not laughing 
either. The point I am making is that 
here we have an opposition whose 
members are saying, ‘We need to go 
home. We want to get out of here’. So 
what do they do? They get up and 
debate this, to put the debate, the 
committee stage and the vote back 
for another half an hour, so instead of 
getting out of here at 2.30 or 3 o’clock 
tomorrow morning, we are going to 

be here until 3.30 or perhaps 4 o’clock. 
If that is logical and common-sense 
behaviour, I just do not understand the 
thought processes behind it.

The government made its position 
clear on Tuesday. We came in here 
and we told the opposition, ‘We need 
these bills passed this week’. What did 
opposition members do? They started 
a talkfest on Tuesday afternoon.

It was so important that I cannot even 
remember what it was about. They 
started a talkfest so that we could not 
get any legislation through on Tuesday 
afternoon. Here we are at 10.35 on 
Thursday night. We are here because 
the opposition and the Greens could 
not control themselves on Tuesday 
afternoon.

Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! 

We will complete this procedural 
debate a lot more efficiently if people 
show just a little more decorum in the 
chamber.

Mr FINN — Taking those matters into 
consideration, you would have to say 
that the logic on display here tonight 
is absolutely zero. I should point out 
to those members of the opposition 
who say we should be back here 
tomorrow to debate and vote on these 
bills that tomorrow is a very important 
day in the history of Victoria, because 
tomorrow the new Governor is being 
sworn in.

I suppose, being the Republicans 
that they are, they would not accord 
that the importance it is due. I believe 
as many members of Parliament 
as possible should be given the 
opportunity to be there. Obviously we 
will not be able to be at Government 
House for the swearing in of the 
Governor if we are all here doing what 
we can just as easily do now. Stop the 
nonsense. Let us get on with the job. 
We know what we have to do. Let us 
pull up our sleeves, get on with it and 
get the job done.

particularly the inner west, would be 
eternally grateful to him.

Response
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for 

Health) — Mr Finn raised a matter 
for my attention concerning dental 
care at the Western Region Health 
Centre. It concerns dental chairs, 
which he indicates are antiquated, 
perhaps as old as the pharaohs. I am 
not sure that in fact they are as old as 
the pharaohs; even I would not accuse 
the previous government of leaving 
them in quite that state. But it is clear 
there is a need for some attention, 
and I will certainly give that matter 
attention. I note the risk posed by the 
commonwealth’s approach to dental 
care, and we do need assistance from 
the commonwealth.
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Western Region 
Health Centre: 
dental service 
funding

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
The matter I raise is for the attention of 
the Minister for Health. I am sure the 
minister, and indeed most members 
of the house, would have suffered at 
some stage or another from toothache. 
It is a debilitating affliction that takes 
control of one’s persona. I draw to 
the attention of the minister a service 
which last year alone assisted over 10 
000 people in the western suburbs of 
Melbourne, the Western Region Health 
Centre dental service in Footscray.

That service has provided for many 
underprivileged and economically 
disadvantaged people — —

An honourable member interjected.
Mr FINN — I am not sure about 

the waiting list, but we will get to 
that. I am actually going to visit the 
centre next week to have a look at 
what I am told are the pretty shocking 
conditions at that service. Members 
would have thought that after 11 
years of government by a party that 
was supposed to represent the west 
— own the west as it thought — those 
conditions might not be as bad as they 
are, but sadly that is the case.

The people who run this dental 
service do so under very difficult 
circumstances. For example, I am told 
that the 12 dental chairs at the dental 
service would perhaps be better as a 
display at the Tutankhamen exhibition 
at the moment because they are so old. 
It is a disgrace that the centre has not 
received the attention it needs much 
earlier.

I refer this matter of the dental chairs 
to the minister because obviously it 
is difficult to provide a dental service 
without dental chairs.

I know that we as a government have 
suffered some very difficult funding 
cuts from the federal government and 
that once again those cuts have hit 
the people of the western suburbs. 
Despite that, I ask the minister to see 
if he can in some way come up with 
the necessary funding for 12 chairs. I 
have been told that dental chairs are 
not cheap but I ask the minister to 
investigate whether it is possible to 
provide these chairs for the Western 
Region Health Centre dental service. If 
the minister were able to provide these 
chairs, many thousands of people 
throughout the western suburbs, 

COUNCIL | Adjournment 
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Glenn Brookes
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 

rise this morning to congratulate Mr 
Glenn Brookes, who is the newly-
elected MLA for East Hills in the New 
South Wales Parliament. I am very 
proud to have played a tiny part in his 
victory, but I am particularly proud 
of the way that Glenn and his Liberal 
colleagues have painted the western 
suburbs of Sydney blue. I remember 
when East Hills was a 30 per cent Labor 
seat and there was barely a Liberal 
between Sydney Harbour Bridge and 
Bathurst.

That has all changed, just as the west 
of Melbourne is changing. The people 
of Melbourne’s west are following their 
Sydney cousins in realising that Labor 
is not for them. The surge in support 
for the Liberal Party in Melbourne’s 
west last November was not a one-
off. The people of Melbourne’s west 
now see Labor’s Prime Minister 
— supposedly one of our own — 
preparing to inflict economic and 

that, but he is not here, anyway, so 
it does not matter. He has gone for a 
wander. He has gone for a Tosca, and 
we wish him all the best for that.

Mr O’Brien mentioned two groups 
in the community who have been very 
much left out over the past 11 years.

Mrs Peulich interjected.
Mr FINN — Left out in the cold, 

indeed, Mrs Peulich. We have the 
victims of crime. They have suffered 
twice; they have been violated twice. 
Firstly, they have been the victims, of 
course, of the original crime, whatever 
that may have been. Secondly, in so 
many cases they have been forced to 
sit back and watch justice take a back 
seat. They have been forced to sit back 
and watch the perpetrator of the crime 
against them or a member of their 
family walk free.

That will not happen any more. Under 
the Baillieu government, that is a thing 
of the past — and thank God it is. 
Those victims of crime will not feel that 
second violation by the legal system. 
From this point on they will start to 
experience real justice in a system 
that will be put in place to provide that 
justice. That is something that we as a 
government and Parliament should be 
particularly proud of bringing back for 
people.

The other group in the community 
who have been doing it pretty tough 
for quite some years are the police. 
I know a lot of police. As this house 
is aware — and I am sure there are 
not too many in Victoria who are not 
aware — I am a great supporter of the 
police in this state. I have enormous 
admiration for the men and women of 
the thin blue line, who every day go out 
and put themselves on the line for us. I 
am talking about men and women who 
cannot leave home every morning with 
the same degree of confidence that we 
members do that they will actually get 
home that night. That is something that 
we probably do not understand. When 
we leave home in the morning there 
is, on all probabilities, a fair chance 
we are going to get home in one piece. 
Whenever a police officer leaves his or 
her home in the morning, afternoon 
or evening — whenever it might be — 
to start their shift, they cannot, with 
any real confidence, think they will 
return in one piece because there is 
the very real chance that we will have 
another Walsh Street, Russell Street 
or Moorabbin incident. These are the 
people who keep us safe. They put 
themselves — their lives — on the line 
to keep us safe. These are people we 
should hold in the highest regard.

Mr O’Brien — Serve and protect.
Mr FINN — They do serve and 

protect; exactly, Mr O’Brien. They work 
their tails off for us, but over the past 11 

years what we have seen in the courts 
is that they have done their work, they 
have arrested perpetrators of crime, 
they have them brought to court, they 
have got the evidence, and all too often 
they have seen them walk. They have 
seen them belted around the ears with 
a feather — sometimes not even a wet 
feather — and just allowed to walk.

I have spoken to police officers who 
have actually been in court where they 
have had somebody convicted for 
drug dealing — and that is something 
that I regard as a particularly heinous 
crime — and 10 minutes later they 
have walked down the steps of the 
courthouse to find that same person, 
that same criminal, selling drugs out 
the front of the courthouse because 
they have been let go by the magistrate 
or the judge involved.

How is any police officer supposed 
to cope with that sort of scenario? 
This legislation is the beginning of 
ensuring that that sort of scene is just 
not repeated any more. This legislation 
gives both the victims and the police 
a say in sentencing, and that is 
extraordinarily important.

I know we are running very short 
on time, as we will probably find out 
over the next 24 hours, but I want to 
emphasise to you, Acting President, 
that this legislation is the start of 
bringing justice back to Victoria. It is 
long overdue. Justice is a concept we 
should all embrace. That is what this 
legislation is all about.
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shaping up as one of the stars of the 
Baillieu government. I think that is 
pretty clear.

Mr O’Brien interjected.
Mr FINN — Me and my shadow! 

Don’t worry about that, Mr O’Brien.
I am particularly pleased to 

congratulate Mr Clark because, apart 
from the fact that he is a fine and 
outstanding Attorney-General, his 
appointment means the end of the 
Hulls era, the 11 years when Rob Hulls 
was roaming rampant across Victoria 
— sometimes appointing to the bench 
people that you probably would not 
invite home for dinner — and just 
doing some of the most abhorrent 
things imaginable to what we used to 
know as the justice system in this state.

It is a wonderful day for every 
Victorian that we have in the Attorney-
General’s role somebody who actually 
respects law and order, and who 
actually cares about the basis on which 
our society is built.

After 11 years of the Hulls era of 
course justice has suffered — there are 
no two ways about that — and there 
has been a huge loss of faith by people 
in the system. As I have said before, 
as a result of what Mr Hulls did as 
Attorney-General our justice system in 
this state is no more. We have a legal 
system; justice does not enter into the 
equation at all. We desperately need a 
system which will do more than make 
lawyers rich. That is the attitude that 
I think the overwhelming majority 
of people in the street express. The 
overwhelming majority of people do 
not want to have anything to do with 
the law. They do not want to have 
anything to do with the courts. They 
do not see the system as a part of 
their lives; they see it as something 
completely removed from justice.

That is something that we have an 
obligation to change. It must change. 
As legislators and a government we 
very much have an obligation to make 
that change. We have an obligation, 
firstly, to make the legal system a 
justice system, but we need to make 
the justice system in this state relevant 
in people’s lives. Mr O’Brien has 
given an extraordinary summary this 
morning and I commend him on his 
words.

Mr O’Brien interjected.
Mr FINN — Mr O’Brien says, ‘What 

about the shadow Attorney-General?’. 
Where is he? No, not where is he — 
who is he? I am not sure. He has made 
such an impact, whoever he might be, 
that I do not actually know who he is. 
Who is he?

Mr O’Brien — Mr Pakula.
Mr FINN — Mr Pakula is the shadow 

Attorney-General. I was not aware of 
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Reference
Motion of Mr BARBER (Northern 

Metropolitan): That this house requires 
the Standing Committee on Economy 
and Infrastructure References 
Committee to inquire into, consider 
and report on the changes to the 
metropolitan train timetable which 
are proposed to commence on 8 May 
2011 and that the committee present 
its final report to Parliament no later 
than 2 June 2011.

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) —  I 
thank you for that assistance, Acting 
President. I have a suspicion that the 
government will not be supporting 
either the motion or the amendment, 
which will not come as any great 
surprise to Mr Barber or Ms Pulford.

I would like to ask one question, 
which is: how much do members 
of this house know about running 
a railway? It seems to me that Mr 
Barber, and indeed Ms Pulford and a 
few of their other cronies over there, 
have adopted the view that we in this 
house — and in particular those of us 
who are members of the Economy and 
Infrastructure References Committee, 
of which I happen to be a member — 
know more about running a railway 
than those who actually have the job 
of doing it. To say the least, I find that 
a very strange attitude. I do not know 
why, and I am hoping Mr Barber might 
be able to tell us at some stage in the 
not-too-distant future why he thinks 
that way. I am fascinated to know why 
Mr Barber would think that members 
of Parliament — who might be lawyers 
or doctors or who might even have 
worked in radio — would know more 
about running a railway than the 
people who actually have the contract 
to run the railway.

Mr Barber — You mean Metro!
Mr FINN — Metro; yes, I am talking 

about Metro Trains Melbourne at the 
moment.

Mr Barber — You are talking about 
the Department of Transport.

Western Region 
Health Centre: 
dental service 
funding

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
—  I raise a matter for the attention of 
the Minister for Health. The minister 
may recall that in the last sitting week 
I requested that he provide 12 chairs 
for the Western Region Health Centre 
dental service, and I indicated at that 
time that I would be visiting that dental 
service in the not-too-distant future. 
Since then I have visited the dental 
service, and I think it would be fair to 
say that a good deal of care is needed 
from the government to bring this 
dental service up to scratch.

It should be pointed out that those 
who access the service — —

The PRESIDENT — Order! I am sure 
it is the case, but I need assurance that 
the matter the member is going to raise 
tonight is different from the one he 
raised on the previous occasion.

Mr FINN — We are going the whole 
hog tonight. It was just for the chairs 
last time, and we are going for $9 
million tonight. It is very different.

Those who access the service 
include children from birth to grade 
6; students in years 7 to 12; school 
leavers under 18 years of age who 
hold, or whose parents hold, valid 
pensioner, concession or health-care 
cards; children enrolled in special 
or special developmental schools; 
children under 18 years of age who 
are in residential care provided by 
the Department of Education and 
Early Childhood Development; newly 
arrived refugees and asylum seekers; 
and persons under 18 years who hold 
valid pensioner, concession or health-
care cards. Members can see that there 
are a good number of people in the 
community who are serviced by the 
Western Region Health Centre dental 
service.

I visited both branch offices, if I can 
call them that. One is in Paisley Street 
and one is in Geelong Road. The 
Paisley Street house — it is literally 
a house that has been converted 
into a dental surgery — is somewhat 
cramped, and it is an understatement 
to say that.

I was particularly impressed by the 
floor in the instrument room, where 
the dental workers are forced to 
stand for extended periods. It would 
probably be helpful to have one leg 
shorter than the other to cope with the 
angle at which those people are forced 
to stand all day when they are working.

The other office in Geelong Road 
particularly concerns me. It is an 
old house, and when I say it is an 
old house I am not exaggerating, 
because in three years it will celebrate 
its centenary. You cannot half tell, 
because it is falling to pieces in many 
places and it is in desperate need of 
some tender, loving care and a good 
injection of money.

It has been suggested that the 
government might consider giving 
the service $9 million to bring it up to 
scratch.

I tend to believe that will be 
necessary, but what I am asking the 
minister to do is accompany me on a 
tour of both the Paisley Street site and 
the Geelong Road site in Footscray 
to ensure that he has a fair and 
reasonable idea of what these great 
people are working against.

Response
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for 

Employment and Industrial Relations) 
— Mr Finn raised a request for the 
Minister for Health.

He has asked the minister to 
accompany him on a visit to Footscray 
for a briefing on the Western Region 
Health Centre dental service, and I will 
refer that to the minister.

Yarraville 
West Primary 
School: portable 
classroom

Reply from Minister for Education 
— Six 2-storey relocatables have 
been provided through the Building 
the Education Revolution Program. 
These are the only 2-storey relocatable 
buildings at Victorian government 
schools.

I am advised that the Department 
of Education and Early Childhood 
Development is investigating issues 
related to relocatable buildings.
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social devastation on them via a 
ludicrous tax on everything, which will 
achieve nothing.

The pain Labor’s carbon tax will 
cause the people of Melbourne’s west 
is too horrific to contemplate. But we 
will fight back. Gone are the days when 
Labor could take the west for granted. 
What happened here last November 
and the New South Wales election a 
couple of weeks ago proved exactly 
that point. It is not just the Dogs who 
are rising up in the west!

The people of Melbourne’s west will 
no longer tolerate being treated as 
second-class citizens and being taken 
for granted.
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Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
These are exciting times indeed in 
Melbourne’s west. After 11 years of 
neglect by Labor, after generations 
of Labor hacks using and abusing 
the west for their own advantage 
and totally ignoring the needs of 
local people, after the Brimbank city 
council debacle and so many other 
examples of contempt for the people 
of Melbourne’s western suburbs, there 
is now a government in this state that 
cares about locals in the west.

The Baillieu government is barely five 
months old, but already it is showing 
the people of the west that we are on 
their side. A string of cabinet ministers 

representatives of Metro speak 
at public meetings in Altona. The 
argument is clear, and it seems pretty 
fair — —

Mr Tee interjected.
Mr FINN — You have not been to 

Altona, Mr Tee, so you would not 
know. You would not know where 
Altona was if I beat you around the 
ears with a Melway — and a bloke is 
tempted, I can tell you that.

According to Metro — and I am in 
no position to argue — these changes 
have been made to make the services 
more reliable. It is all very well on 
paper to have a train running every 
10 minutes, but if it is not running in 
reality, it does not matter.

Mr Tee interjected.
Mr FINN — Mr Tee is cackling away 

like a demented hyena. I ask him to put 
himself in the situation of somebody 
in Altona who looks at their timetable 
on a Wednesday afternoon and says, 
‘There is a train leaving in 5 minutes; I 
had better go down and get it’. They get 
down to the train station at 4.20 p.m. 
and they stand and wait. It is cold and 
windy, as it sometimes is in Altona.

Then it starts to rain, and then it starts 
to rain even more heavily, and they are 
still waiting for the train. There is no 
train at 4.20 p.m., at 4.25 p.m. or at 4.45 
p.m. Five o’clock comes and there is 
still no train. It does not matter that it is 
on the timetable; if there is no train, it 
might as well not be on the timetable. 
That is what it is all about.

These changes are about telling 
people when trains will actually be 
there, not about having a lend of 
people as we saw under the previous 
government on so many occasions. 
Whenever it got into trouble it just 
told Connex, the then operator, to 
stick another train on the timetable, 
whether that train service existed or 
not.

Mr Ondarchie interjected.
Mr FINN — It is a bit like a few 

other areas we might be getting into 
in the next week or so. The previous 
government, which controlled the 
public transport system up until 
relatively recently, had absolutely no 
regard for the truth. That is the bottom 
line. All it was worried about was spin 
— numbers on pieces of paper that it 
called a timetable. Whether the actual 
trains came did not matter to it, but it 
matters to us.

Mr Ondarchie interjected.
Mr FINN — That is what I was 

intimating, Mr Ondarchie, as a matter 
of fact, but I fear that if I get onto the 
crime statistics, we might be here all 
night, so I do not want to do that.

We on this side of the house have 
been accused by Ms Hartland and 

some of her friends of cutting services 
for political reasons.

Apart from the fact that that is totally 
illogical, I am not sure what the point 
of that would be. It makes no sense. 
Members have to remember that at 
last year’s election the Liberal vote 
in Western Metropolitan Region 
went from 91 000 to 124 000 — an 
increase of over one-third of the vote 
in 2006. We were elected — we came 
to government. Why would we turn 
around and give the people who voted 
for us a good kicking?

Mr Tee interjected.
Mr FINN — That is something you 

would do, Mr Tee, and it makes no 
sense at all — none whatsoever. It is 
ludicrous to come into this place and 
say that the people who are charged 
with running the railways do not 
know what they are doing and that 
we know better than they do. It makes 
no sense at all. This motion is purely 
and blatantly political. It will not help 
anything at all.

What could referring a timetable to 
a parliamentary committee possibly 
achieve when Metro has already put 
so much effort into it over 18 months? 
I beg the opposition and the Greens to 
keep politics out of this.

I want a reliable train service 
everywhere — particularly in the 
western suburbs — but we have got to 
stop playing games, and that is what 
we are doing here today in debating 
this motion. We are playing games and 
it is a total nonsense. Let Metro do its 
job and let this Parliament do its job, 
because the two are very different.
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Mr FINN — No, Metro runs the 
railway; that is the fact of the matter. 
I realise Mr Barber does not like 
privatisation and that he has some 
ideological hang-ups about anything 
that is not extremely red or green — or 
perhaps both in this particular case — 
but the bottom line is that Metro has 
the contract to run this railway. That is 
what it is here for. That consortium has 
been given the contract by the previous 
government, so one can understand 
why Mr Barber and a few others may 
have some doubts, because anything 
the previous government did seems to 
be a bit dodgy. One would have to be 
aware of that.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr FINN — Let us face facts here. 

This debate is not about public 
transport, trains or, as Ms Pulford 
tried to tell us, the committee system 
in this house. This motion and this 
debate are all about playing politics, 
predominantly in the western suburbs. 
Out in the west there have been some 
changes to services on the Altona 
line. Ms Hartland has seen a political 
opportunity.

Mr Barber interjected.
Mr FINN — Mr Barber has to 

remember that Ms Hartland just 
scraped in by the skin of her teeth 
at the last election. For weeks we 
thought she was gone, but to the 
disappointment of many she got back 
in. She has seen an opportunity to run 
a blatantly political campaign that 
will provide no benefit to the local 
people. That is despite the fact that 
she — and I understand this is true of 
Mr Barber as well — received exactly 
the same briefing from the Department 
of Transport that Mr Elsbury and I 
received.

In fact I think they may have received 
that briefing before we did. They 
should be totally on top of this. They 
should be aware of the importance 
of contracts and of what breaking 
the contract would do to the railway 
system in this state. They should be 
fully aware of the potential damage 
to the finances of the state if we told 
Metro that we know more about 
running a railway than it does. It is 
absolute and total nonsense.

Mr Leane interjected.
Mr FINN — You will have to have 

another shower if you are not careful, 
Mr Leane, if there is any soap left — I 
am not sure.

Mr Elsbury and I have spoken 
to the department and have had 
representatives of the department 
speak at public meetings in Altona 
— —

Mr Barber — No.
Mr FINN — We have had 
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Crime: identity 
theft

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
My question without notice is directed 
to Mr Dalla-Riva as the minister in this 
place who represents the Attorney-
General. Can the minister inform 
the house of ways the government is 
fighting identity theft? Is he aware of 
any recent examples of identity theft?

Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for 
Employment and Industrial Relations) 
— I thank the member for his question, 
because I know he has an interest 
in the issue of identity theft. Identity 
theft is a very serious crime. It has 
caused significant distress to many 
thousands of people across Australia, 
and indeed right here in Victoria. It has 
been described by some as the most 
insidious of crimes.

I understand that the Leader of the 
Government in this house has been 
the subject of identity theft. On budget 
day the Leader of the Government was 
busy focusing, like other ministers, 
on securing a better economic future 
for this state. An unidentified male 
purporting to be Mr David Davis — 
somebody fraudulently and criminally 
impersonating Mr Davis — phoned a 
solicitor’s office in Adelaide, quoted a 
PIN number and sought confidential 
information on an account balance 
in the name of Mr Davis. We on this 
side of the chamber consider this a 
very serious offence at law and an 
unacceptable intrusion on every 
individual’s right to privacy and their 
rights to preserve and protect their 
own identity under law.

There was a time when those 
opposite would have agreed with 
that proposition, but apparently they 

Rail: Newport 
station

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I wish to raise a matter this 
evening for the Minister for Public 
Transport. It involves the appalling 
state of the surrounding areas of the 
Newport railway station. I received a 
telephone call a few weeks ago from a 
constituent, Ms Phillipa Campbell, a 
resident of Newport, who invited me 
down to the Newport station to have a 
look at its appalling state. I have to say 
I was pretty disgusted by what I saw. 
To begin with, there was a rickety and 
I must say pretty dodgy-looking bridge 
that I thought had been there for a 
couple of generations, but I was told it 
has been there for less than 12 months 
— a legacy of the former Minister for 
Public Transport, no doubt! There were 
papers, wrappers and rubbish of every 
description everywhere. It really was a 
disgraceful scene.

Despite the fact that Tim Flannery 
tells us it will never rain again, we have 
had some considerable rain of recent 
times, and during the course of that 
rain it has been discovered that the 
drains are blocked. To begin with there 
is inadequate drainage for the entire 
area, so the car park itself turns into 
somewhat of a wading pool, with water 
up to people’s knees. I suppose for 
shorter people it might go up to their 
waist, I do not know, but certainly for 
those who have to put up with this on a 
daily basis when it is raining this is not 
an amusing matter at all, as members 
can understand.

The path from the car park to the 
railway station itself is also subject 
to flooding. That leads to commuters 
climbing on the cement around the 
pylon and taking a very dangerous 
course of action just to avoid the 
water as they try to get to the station 
to get the train. You would not have 
to be Einstein to realise just how very 
dangerous this is.

It is only a matter of time before 
somebody is seriously injured as they 
climb onto these whopping great bits 
of cement to avoid the water.

At the moment the Newport station 
is frustration central. Metro Trains 
Melbourne blames the Hobsons Bay 
City Council, and the council blames 
the Department of Transport, but not 
everybody can deny responsibility. I 
have faith in the minister. I ask him to 
knock a few heads together and let us 
see if we can get this resolved.

Response
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for 

do not this week — and they do not 
today, I am sad to say. I will remind 
members of the words of the former 
Attorney-General, who was then 
Acting Premier. On 16 September 2008 
he was as reported as stating, ‘The 
state government is cracking down on 
identity crime’. I might refresh Labor’s 
memory by reminding members 
opposite that Mr Hulls told reporters:

Identity fraud strikes at the 
heart of the way we operate in a 
contemporary Western society ...

I agree wholeheartedly. I was pleased 
to see the then Acting Premier and 
Attorney-General introduce legislation 
to impose a maximum period of 
imprisonment of up to five years jail for 
identity theft — five years if you steal 
somebody’s identity. That was brought 
in by the former government.

I mentioned earlier the insidious 
nature of identity theft, and those 
were comments made by Mr Hulls. 
But where does Mr Hulls stand today? 
More importantly, does his leader, 
Mr Andrews, stand by his statement 
today?

When the Crimes Amendment 
(Identity Crime) Act was brought in by 
Labor the then Attorney-General in the 
second-reading speech said:

People who have had their identity 
stolen commonly experience 
financial impacts ... as well as 
considerable emotional distress. Such 
victims often have to spend time and 
money to restore transaction records, 
credit history and reputation.

I have said it before and I will say it 
again: same old Labor, same old dirt 
unit.

But even by the poor ethical 
standards of the modern Labor Party 
in Victoria, never have the standards of 
the opposition leader sunk so low as to 
knowingly sanction or permit identity 
theft to occur. Opposition members 
knew it occurred. They have done it on 
the other side, and they are now using 
the proceeds of that crime to mount 
a political attack in this Parliament. 
The time for this new Leader of the 
Opposition to exercise some honesty 
and decency in his leadership is long 
overdue. At least he should explain 
to the house and to the people of 
Victoria who he sought to wrongly 
and fraudulently impersonate Mr 
David Davis. Was it Mr Andrews? Was 
it someone else in his office? He must 
come clean.
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Western suburbs: government 
initiatives ...

from the Premier down have beaten 
paths to various parts of Melbourne’s 
west. We are listening to the west, 
and we are working for the west. The 
delivery of the regional rail project 
is a glowing example of the coalition 
government delivering for the western 
suburbs.

After so long off the radar it is 
wonderful that in this state we now 
have a government that will do the 
right thing by the western suburbs. I 
am particularly proud to be a Liberal 
living in and representing Melbourne’s 
west, and I am particularly proud as a 
resident of Melbourne’s west to be a 
member of the Baillieu government.
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Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — It 
gives me a great deal of pleasure to 
rise to support the first budget of the 
Baillieu government. I congratulate the 
Treasurer, Kim Wells, on the work that 
has come together in this budget. It is 
comforting to know that finally, after 
11 years, Victoria is back in safe hands.

Hon. W. A. Lovell — We turned on 
the lights.

Mr FINN — We did turn on the lights. 
Let’s not go back through all those 
slogans from years ago, or we could be 
here for quite some time.

Hon. W. A. Lovell interjected.
Mr FINN — As Ms Lovell says, ‘It’s 

time’ and all the rest of it. Yes, I know.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Order! 

I have already advised Ms Lovell 
not to interject when opposition 
members are speaking. I suggest that 
it is perhaps even less respectful to 
interject when government members 
are speaking.

Mr FINN — This budget is about 
finally facing the truth, because for 
years we were spun the line that the 
Bracks and Brumby governments were 
good economic managers. For years 
we were told that they knew how to 
run the economy of this state. We were 
told that they knew how to balance 
the budget and that everything was 
just fine and dandy. This budget is 
about facing the fact that they did not 
and that they were just another Labor 
government — another government 
that was into waste, big spending and 
high taxation. It is what we have come 
to expect from the Labor Party. It is the 
same old Labor Party.

What we have discovered since the 
election last year is that the Labor Party 

should change its name. It should be 
trading as Black Holes R Us, because 
that is exactly what the Labor Party 
has left for this new government: black 
holes all over the place. We have spent 
most of our time trying to avoid falling 
into the things.

Mr Leane interjected.
Mr FINN — Mr Leane looks like 

he has just climbed out of one. 
Let me assure you that we on this 
side of the house regard economic 
responsibility as paramount to this 
state. Unfortunately in Victoria and in 
Australia generally there is a cycle. It is 
sad but true.

The Labor Party gets into government 
and it completely stuffs things up — it 
makes a total and complete hash of the 
economy and it blows every budget it 
can get hold of — and when the state 
is in such a mess that the people have 
had enough, they turf it out and put the 
Liberal Party and The Nationals in, and 
we fix it up.

I remember back in 1992 when I 
was a member of the government just 
how difficult it was. Here we are, 19 
years later, and we are doing it again 
— perhaps not to the same extent, but 
we are doing it all over again. What 
will happen after we have fixed it up 
is that in 10, 15 or 20 years the people 
will throw us out again and the Labor 
Party will come back in, and it will 
do it all again. It will leave Victoria as 
a steaming wreck, as it has done so 
often before. The bottom line is almost 
a truism: Labor just cannot handle 
money. It does not matter whether it 
is state; it does not matter whether it is 
federal.

And it does not matter whether it 
is in Victoria or in New South Wales, 
Queensland, Tasmania or South 
Australia — wherever it has been, 
Labor has proved it cannot handle 
money. That is the fact of the matter. 
That is what every Australian should 
bear in mind at all times. Labor is 
economically incompetent. Labor 
cannot handle money, and it has 
proved it again over the last 11 years.

There is something I am particularly 
proud of as a result of this Baillieu 
government being in power for the last 
six months.

Mr Leane interjected.
Mr FINN — I say to Mr Leane that 

I am particularly proud of that. My 
word, I am very proud of that, but I am 
particularly proud of the fact that we 
now have a government in this state 
that cares for the western suburbs. We 
have a government in this state that 
does not take the western suburbs for 
granted and does not use and abuse 
the western suburbs la Brimbank for its 
own purposes.

We have a government that has put 
the western suburbs and the people 
of the western suburbs on the map. 
Last week alone we had no less than 
five cabinet ministers visit the western 
suburbs.

Mr Elsbury and I work very closely 
and very well together, I might point 
out. If we had have been at the 
conference last Saturday — —

Mr Leane interjected.
Mr FINN — I say to Mr Leane that we 

would have shown up. We would have 
been there. We will show up at ours 
this Saturday, don’t worry about that.

Mr Elasmar interjected.
Mr FINN — I will ask Mr Elasmar if he 

showed up last Saturday.
Did he show up at his own 

conference last Saturday or did he 
leave his leader there, talking to 
nobody, with all his friends? It is all a 
very sad state of affairs.

Mr Elsbury and I have been 
inundated with people who realise 
that they have a government they can 
go to and talk to. We have been very 
busy, I have to say, with the numbers 
of people who are coming to us. But 
of all the initiatives in the budget that 
have just been announced, the thing 
I am most proud of is the promise 
that we kept to provide $4 million for 
autism education in the west, because 
children with autism in the west have 
been less than second-class citizens 
for far too long. Before the last election 
we promised that we would inject $4 
million to provide for their educational 
needs, and we have produced it in this 
budget.

There have been discussions with 
the minister and there have been 
discussions with many parents over the 
last few months about how they would 
like to go about this. Those discussions 
are continuing. I am hopeful that very 
soon we will have an announcement, 
but I am also very confident and very 
excited that this is the beginning of a 
bright new era for children with autism 
in the western suburbs. I know how 
excited so many parents are that all of 
the neglect of years gone by is about to 
change. That is something that gives 
me real joy and pride. We are actually 
changing their lives for the better. That 
is why we come into the Parliament; 
that is why I came into Parliament; 
that is what we are doing. We are 
delivering for those people who really 
need assistance, and we are giving it to 
them.

Mr Pakula was rabbiting on about 
the St Albans railway crossing. I am 
tempted to say Mr Pakula probably 
does not know where the St Albans 
railway crossing is. Whichever way you 
look at it, it is a long way from Black 
Rock. St Albans — —

COUNCIL
24 May 2011

Rail: Newport station ...

Health) — Mr Finn raised for the 
Minister for Public Transport a 
matter about the appalling state, as 
he described it, of Newport railway 
station. I am familiar with Newport 
railway station. I have a number of 
friends who live close to the station 
and I have visited it on a number of 
occasions, so I too have had occasion 
to examine the station. However, I 
have not done so when it has been 
raining, and Mr Finn pointed out 
issues concerning blocked drains. I will 
raise the matter with the Minister for 
Public Transport, who I am sure will 
be prepared to examine the result of 11 
years of neglect.
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Mr Ondarchie — It is in St Albans.
Mr FINN — It is in St Albans. Even 

Mr Ondarchie knows these things. 
It is a long way from Black Rock. Let 
me tell members: it is one of the most 
dangerous level crossings in this state. 
I recall — —

Mr Leane interjected.
Mr FINN — Yes, we are going to 

fix it, Mr Leane. It should have been 
fixed years ago. I remember that in 
1999, the last year of the Kennett 
government, the Kennett government 
was going to fix it. Labor got in, and 
what happened? Absolutely nothing 
happened. It disappeared off the radar 
altogether. As with the rest of the 
western suburbs, Labor did not want 
to know about the St Albans railway 
crossing.

For 11 years, despite the locals 
saying we needed this thing fixed, 
and despite the accidents and deaths 
and the locals being totally up in arms 
about the threat they faced on a daily 
basis, Labor did not want to know. 
In terms of this issue, like so many 
others, Labor neglected the western 
suburbs of Melbourne. Now we have 
a government that has placed the St 
Albans railway crossing — the one I 
have been talking about for 20 years, 
which is a very long time — on a 
priority list. The planning has started to 
get this thing under way.

I see Mr Leane has a surprised look 
on his face, because I mentioned the 
word ‘planning’. That is not something 
Labor does. Labor just gets buckets 
of money and throws them at things. 
Labor does not plan; it just throws 
money at various projects. If Labor 
happens to get a half-decent result 
at some stage, it is pretty happy. But 
we are going into this project with 
proper planning and proper public 
consultation. We are going to see this 
project through. That is great news for 
St Albans and for the western suburbs. 
It tells the people of the west that they 
have a government that is on their side 
for the first time in 11 years.

Another case of that kind is the 
regional rail link. Very early in the 
term of this government we were 
faced with a real possibility that this 
project may not have gone ahead 
because half a billion dollars was 
ripped out of Victoria by the Gillard 
Labor government in Canberra. It was 
a despicable act, in my view, and it was 
an attempted sabotage of this project. 
It is a very important project for the 
western suburbs, and it is an important 
project for Victoria — —

Mr Leane interjected.
Mr FINN — Critical indeed; I am glad 

Mr Leane accepts that. He should have 
spoken to his federal leader about that 
before she did the dirty on Victoria, 

including the western suburbs, and 
ripped half a billion dollars out of the 
project. We were left with the prospect 
of having to find a billion dollars or at 
least partially scrapping it. We have 
found half a billion dollars. It has not 
been easy, but we regard this project as 
so important that it will now go ahead.

It is such a pity that the Gillard Labor 
government in Canberra has declared 
war on Victoria. Three billion dollars 
has been ripped out of Victoria by the 
Gillard government. Members may ask 
where most of it has gone. It has gone 
to Queensland. Why has it gone to 
Queensland? I will tell members why: 
it is because Julia Gillard is trying to 
save her friend Anna Bligh, the Premier 
of Queensland. Let me tell Mr Leane 
and anybody else — —

Mr Elasmar interjected.
Mr FINN — Let me tell Mr Elasmar: 

it is not going to work, because there 
is a change of government in the air in 
Queensland, just as there was a change 
of government in the air in New South 
Wales a couple of months ago and in 
Victoria last year.

The Labor Party is being knocked 
over state by state. I say to the Prime 
Minister — and I know she is an 
avid reader of the Hansard of the 
Victorian Legislative Council — 
instead of declaring war on Victoria 
and trying to prop up her dodgy mate 
in Queensland, she should give to the 
people of Victoria what is their due 
— —

Mr Ondarchie interjected.
Mr FINN — She more than 

abandoned us, Mr Ondarchie. She is 
ripping us off. She is ripping off every 
Victorian. She has got her hands in 
our pockets to a degree that is quite 
despicable. That will be nothing 
compared to what will happen if she 
introduces a carbon tax, because a 
carbon tax will destroy the economic 
base of the state. Let us face facts.

I was with Mr Elsbury and a minister 
at a large company in the western 
suburbs last year, and I said — —

Mr Barber — Name it!
Mr FINN — No, I am not going to 

name it. I said to the people there, 
‘What do you reckon this carbon tax 
will do to you?’. He said, ‘A $25 carbon 
tax will see us close down’. That would 
be 800 jobs gone just in that one 
company.

If members go down the street where 
the company is located, they will see 
company after company that will hit 
the wall. What we have is a Prime 
Minister and a federal government 
in this country who are planning a 
recession that will be far bigger than 
the recession we had to have courtesy 
of that other dud, Paul Keating, a 

former Prime Minister, all those years 
ago.

My time is almost finished — —
Mr Elasmar — Good.
Mr FINN — Don’t be like that; 

that is very uncharitable. It is most 
unchristian of Mr Elasmar to say 
that! As a Victorian, particularly as 
a Victorian who has children, I am 
pleased that under this government we 
will be addressing important issues for 
our future.

We have done so — the Treasurer 
and the Premier have done so — 
in this budget, and I am so very 
proud to be part of a government 
that is responsible, that cares about 
Victorians and that will always put 
Victoria no. 1.

Budget Papers 2011-12 ...

Planning: 
Footscray 
development

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
My question is directed to the Minister 
for Planning. I ask: can the minister 
inform the house about any projects 
he has approved that will add to urban 
renewal in the Footscray area?

Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for 
Planning) — I thank Mr Finn for 
another magnificent question — one 
from a member representing the 
western suburbs who lives in the 
western suburbs and is concerned 
about the future of the western 
suburbs. He will be very happy to know 
that this government has just approved 
an injection of $90 million into the 
Footscray central activities area — and 
a magnificent investment that is. The 
jobs that it will bring to the central 
Footscray area and the change in the 
central activities area that it will bring 
will lead to unprecedented growth for 
the central activities area of Footscray.

What we will see is urban change 
beginning where it should begin 
— within a defined activities area. 
What we will not see is a one-size-
fits-all policy, a scattergun approach, 
development along a cul-de-sac, 
development in a small street or 
development somewhere else. This 
government is committed to urban 
renewal and large-scale urban change 
in areas that can accommodate 
growth. That is why my department 
has worked for a number of months to 
get this project together and to get $90 
million of investment for the Footscray 
central activities area, thereby showing 
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that the Baillieu government is 
absolutely 100 per cent committed 
to getting on with the job of urban 
renewal, particularly in Melbourne’s 
western suburbs.

It is incredible to think that just a few 
weeks ago there were people raising 
doubts about the Footscray central 
activities area. People were asking 
for money for the Footscray activities 
area. I noted in the Star newspaper 
of 17 May, which was not that long 
ago, that the member for Footscray 
in the Assembly — remember her? 
Marsha someone — said it is clear that 
Footscray is not on the mind — —

The PRESIDENT — Order! The 
reference to the member for Footscray 
was inappropriate. ‘Marsha someone’ 
is not the member’s name. Ms 
Thomson has served this Parliament 
for a long period, and she and 
all members ought to be named 
properly if they are to be referred 
to in questions, answers or remarks 
before the Chair. Perhaps the member 
might like to start at the top with Ms 
Thomson’s reference.

Hon. M. J. GUY — As with references, 
of course, to former members like Jeff 
Kennett.

Marsha Thomson, the member for 
Footscray, said it is clear that this 
activity centre is not on the mind of the 
new government because, ‘There’s no 
new money’.

I am pleased to announce that the 
Baillieu government has facilitated $90 
million of investment in Melbourne’s 
growing Footscray activities area. 
My department has been meeting 
with the council regularly on this 
development. Such meetings go back 
as far as 28 October 2010, when the 
previous minister, Justin Madden, 
was in control of this portfolio. The 
council and the department were 
working on a 25-storey development 
that was being proposed under the 
previous government. Dates including 
30 November, 5 January, 18 January 
and 2 February were all occasions on 
which conversations were had with the 
department.

For Mr Finn’s information, some of 
those conversations even occurred 
in the Footscray activities area. They 
actually occurred in Footscray and 
were all around the location of the 
proposition for a 25-storey building.

It beggars belief that some people 
— like the mayor of Maribyrnong, 
who might be seeking Labor Party 
preselection for the seat of Footscray 
— would now come out and criticise 
a project for which they asked for 
more money just three weeks ago. 
They asked for more money just 
three weeks ago because this site was 
zoned a priority development on the 

recommendation of the mayor, who 
now says she knew nothing about it. If 
her competence is anything to go by, 
she will fit right in with the ‘Dan the 
Man’ opposition. Those in opposition 
cannot get a quorum, they have to 
speak with the lights off and the reality 
is that they are as incompetent as 
their future candidate for the seat of 
Footscray.

The PRESIDENT — Order!
In the same vein I will not accept 

comments referring to the Leader of 
the Opposition as Dan the Man. I am 
not amused. I seek that that phrase be 
withdrawn and that Mr Andrews be 
given his correct title.

Hon. M. J. GUY — I withdraw, 
President. In the 4 seconds remaining, 
only the Liberals will bring urban 
renewal to Footscray.

Planning: Footscray development ...

Brimbank 
planning scheme: 
amendment 
C117

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
wish to speak this afternoon on the 
notice of approval of amendment C117 
to the Brimbank planning scheme. I 
see that the Minister for Planning is 
in the chamber, and I want to express 
my admiration for the job he is doing 
as minister. I think it is safe to say 
he is one of the stars of the Baillieu 
government. He is leading the way in 
terms of growth and development in 
this state, and I commend him for the 
job he is doing.

This amendment pertains to the 
introduction and application of a 
comprehensive development zone, 
schedule 2, to the Watergardens town 
centre on Melton Highway in Taylors 
Lakes. This is quite a substantial 
development. It is a development 
that is growing and one we should all 
be very proud of. The aspect of this 
planning amendment that concerns 
me the most is that it was prepared by 
the Brimbank City Council.

This should not worry me, but the 
amendment then goes on to say that 
the Brimbank City Council will be 
responsible for administering the 
scheme.

An honourable member interjected.
Mr FINN — We got commissioners 

in Brimbank, as we know, after the 
council was unceremoniously turfed 
out by the previous government when 

it was trying to close down discussion 
before the last election.

An honourable member interjected.
Mr FINN — It is not forever, but we 

do have commissioners in Brimbank 
at the moment. It is worth reminding 
the house that Brimbank council has 
brought nothing but shame on local 
government in this state. It has brought 
a black mark to the name of local 
government in the state of Victoria.

Brimbank council to most people 
means corruption, it means payback 
and it means political shysterism. 
All things unsavoury we find in 
Brimbank. The one thing that all those 
administering this planning scheme 
in Brimbank have in common is that 
they are all members of the Australian 
Labor Party.

We all remember the Ombudsman’s 
report last year — it might even have 
been the year before when I think 
about it now — which exposed some 
of the appalling activities that were 
going on in Brimbank. It exposed 
the Suleyman empire, which was 
controlled by Hakki Suleyman 
through his daughter, the mayor, 
Natalie Suleyman; and it exposed the 
fact that the electorate office of the 
former Minister for Planning, Justin 
Madden, was being used as the base 
for the Suleyman empire. Of course 
Mr Madden would not have known 
because he was never there; I do not 
think he ever visited the place. It has to 
be said that the office that used to be 
occupied by Justin Madden has never 
seen as much sunlight as it has over 
the last six or seven months since Mr 
Elsbury moved in.

It has constituents walking through 
the door, and it has a member of 
Parliament who is concerned about the 
people who elected him — and those 
who did not, I might say, as well.

An honourable member — A cultural 
shock.

Mr FINN — It is a cultural shock; 
my very word it is! As I said, the 
Ombudsman’s report uncovered a 
number of most unsavoury activities, 
but it only scraped the surface. It 
did not mention the role of federal 
members Bill Shorten, Stephen 
Conroy or Brendan O’Connor, or the 
Theophani or any of the councillors 
who were beyond the pale in so many 
ways. In fact there is a widely known 
story in Brimbank of one previous 
councillor who refers quite openly 
to one major development in the 
Sunshine area as his superannuation.

So you can understand why a shiver 
has gone down the collective backs of 
people right throughout the Brimbank 
area at the prospect of an elected 
council returning next year. It is 
because this will be ‘Brimbank II — the 
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horror continues’ if we continue down 
this path.

All of the old protagonists are lining 
up. Hakki is there, and we have 
George Seitz lining up. This time they 
have really outdone themselves — 
George Seitz is going to be mayor of 
Brimbank. That is what they tell us. 
God help the people of Brimbank! 
Can you imagine the shenanigans that 
will go on with that crew in charge? 
It is deeply concerning to me as an 
elected representative of the people 
of Brimbank. They deserve better. I 
am hoping that in the lead-up to the 
council election next year they will get 
it.

Brimbank planning scheme: 
amendment C117 ...

Wyndham 
Harbour

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
Before beginning, could I commend 
Mr Somyurek for the comments he 

Point Cook: 
traffic 
management

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
wish to raise a matter this evening 
for the attention of the Minister for 
Public Transport, the Honourable 
Terry Mulder. It concerns the area 
of Point Cook in my electorate. I can 
assure those who might not be familiar 
with Point Cook that it is a delightful 
place that has gone ahead in leaps 
and bounds in recent years. It would 
be safe to say that most of it did not 
actually exist five years ago, but it is 

certainly now a thriving metropolis 
with a thriving commercial hub in its 
town centre.

Along with that has come very strong 
population growth and a huge number 
of families who have moved into the 
area over the last few years. As such 
it is a great place to live. Next door 
is Sanctuary Lakes, and I am sure 
even Mr Barber would be aware of 
Sanctuary Lakes with its golf course 
and its lakes, named after the suburb 
itself. It, too, is a great place to set up 
stumps.

Mr Jennings — It’s a duck-hunting 
site!

Mr FINN — You might like to come 
down, Mr Jennings, at some time. 
Come over to the western suburbs 
and have a look! You would be very 
welcome — or perhaps not.

I ask the minister to take that into 
consideration as I request him to 
prepare a traffic management plan for 
the Point Cook area.

Mr Barber interjected.
Mr FINN — Buses are traffic too, 

Mr Barber. We have a major traffic 
problem. Point Cook Road is not a lot 
better than a goat track, particularly at 
the moment, after a good deal of rain. 
We have thousands upon

thousands of people using this main 
road every day, and it is just not up 
to the job. Sneydes Road is another 
one that is not up to the job. We have 
thousands of people endeavouring to 
go about their daily lives — to get to 
work and get home after work, to go 
to leisure activities on the weekend or 
to go shopping at the shopping centre 
— and they cannot get around with 
any degree of ease because of these 
difficulties.

I believe that we as a state 
government need to sit down with 
Wyndham City Council and come 
up with a traffic management plan 
which will see a significant injection 
of funding, which is clearly needed, to 
bring many of these roads up to scratch 
to allow this new and growing suburb 
the sorts of access and livability that so 
many other suburbs of Melbourne take 
for granted. Over 11 years the former 
government did nothing — absolutely 
nothing — and that is why Point Cook 
is struggling with the mess it is in 
today. I believe we have an obligation 
to fix the mess Labor left.

Response
Hon. D. M. DAVIS (Minister for 

Health) — Mr Finn raised another 
matter for Mr Mulder which concerned 
Point Cook and growth.

He pointed out that a large number 
of families are moving to that area 
and indicated that it is a great place 
to live. Nearby Sanctuary Lakes is 

made on sharia law. I think he has 
strong bipartisan support in regard to 
those words.

Mrs Peulich — He has courage.
Mr FINN — He does have courage 

indeed, Mrs Peulich.
Along with friend and colleague Mr 

Elsbury and a most impressive cast of 
local luminaries, I recently attended 
the turning of the sod by another 
friend and colleague, the Minister for 
Planning, Matthew Guy, at an exciting 
new development in Melbourne’s west, 
Wyndham Harbour. I use the term 
‘exciting’ advisedly, as this is a first for 
the west.

A bringing together of residential, 
retail, leisure and aquatic facilities, 
Wyndham Harbour is the most 
important development, I believe, 
on our side of Melbourne since the 
opening of Tullamarine airport. It will 
bring bayside living on a grand scale 
to Werribee South and provide an 
enviable lifestyle by any measure. It 
will be one of the jewels of Melbourne.

Of course, tourism in the region will 
be significantly boosted by the marina 
component of Wyndham Harbour, 
which will add to Wyndham’s prized 
tourist attractions of Werribee Open 
Range Zoo — which, I have to say, is 
one of my favourites — Werribee Park, 
the National Equestrian Centre and 
Werribee Park Golf Club. I can advise 
members who are partial to a game of 
golf, that this course alone is worth a 
trip down the freeway.

An honourable member interjected.
Mr FINN — A former President, I 

am sure, would be most interested. 
Wyndham Harbour is a sure sign that 
the west of Melbourne is vibrant and 
dynamic. Under the Baillieu coalition 
government it will only go from 
strength to strength.

Western Region 
Health Centre: 
dental service 
funding

Reply from Minister for Health — I 
am familiar with the services provided 
by the Western Region Health Centre 
and am aware that the existing 11-chair 
dental service is delivered from two 
separate locations in Footscray. The 
children’s dental service is in Geelong 
Road and the adult dental service 
is located at the Western Region 
Health Centre site at 78 Paisley Street, 
Footscray, attached to the community 
health service.

The Department of Health, in 
consultation with Western Region 
Health Centre, has undertaken a major 
master planning and feasibility study 
exercise for the redevelopment and 
expansion of the dental services into a 
new building on one site at 78 Paisley 
St, Footscray — to be integrated with 
the existing community health service.

This proposal will be considered 
in the context of future budgets, 
given the reduction in GST funding 
to Victoria instituted recently by the 
commonwealth government.
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also experiencing similar sorts of 
growth. He pointed particularly to 
Point Cook Road, which apparently 
has unfavourable characteristics in 
terms of its capacity to carry vehicles. 
He seeks a traffic management plan, 
perhaps in conjunction with the City of 
Wyndham. That seems to make some 
sense, and I will certainly pass that on 
to the Minister for Public Transport.

Point Cook: traffic management ...

Victorian 
Manufacturing 
Hall of Fame: 
awards

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
My question without notice is directed 
to the Minister for Manufacturing, 
Exports and Trade, Mr Dalla-Riva, 
and I ask: can the minister inform the 
house of the recent developments in 
relation to the Victorian Manufacturing 
Hall of Fame?

Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA (Minister for 
Manufacturing, Exports and Trade) — 
I thank Mr Finn for his question.

An honourable member interjected.
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA — I take 

up the interjections from opposition 
members, who continually want to talk 
down manufacturing.

I was pleased to be at the Victorian 
Manufacturing Hall of Fame awards 
to recognise and honour excellence 
in manufacturing. On Thursday 
night I had the privilege of attending 
the annual awards ceremony 
acknowledging the achievements 
of Victoria’s most respected 
manufacturing companies. Industries 
represented included pharmaceuticals, 
automotive, food, electronics, 
foundry, power, chemicals and rail 
manufacture.

I would have thought Mr Viney 
would be interested in this, given that 
he has manufacturing companies 
in his region as well. It is important 
to remind members opposite how 
important this sector is. As we know, it 
is a major contributor to the economy. 
It is still the largest full-time employer 
in this state. In terms of aggregate value 
it is Victoria’s leading export sector. 
The Victorian Manufacturing Hall of 
Fame awards are an opportunity to 
celebrate Victoria’s manufacturing 
sector, including both companies and 
individuals that are leading their field 
locally and internationally.

Hon. M. P. Pakula — Did you wear a 

Government: 
Election 
Commitments

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — It 
gives me a great deal of pleasure to 
rise to speak on this particular motion. 
At the outset I thank Mr Viney for 
welcoming the new government so 
warmly — I am sure it was done with 
a great deal of genuine feeling. I am 
sure other members of the opposition 
would feel some enthusiasm about the 
new government.

I can say that I am pleased that 
he is pleased that there is a new 
government, and I know for a fact 
that an overwhelming majority of 
Victorians are also very pleased there 
has been a change of government in 
Victoria. However, I have to wonder 
when exactly this motion was written, 
because it does seem a tad out of 
date. It seems that this motion may 
well have been written in January or 
February this year — maybe even 
December last year.

Mr Koch — Late November.
Mr FINN — Do you think about 28 

November, Mr Koch?
Mr Koch — That is right.
Mr FINN — Fair enough! Clearly 

since this motion was written there 
have been significant changes in the 
political landscape in Australia.

When Mr Viney calls upon the 
government to honour all its election 
commitments in full it is obvious that 
the situation has changed significantly 
from when this motion was written. 
Since then we have had a budget 
presented to the Parliament. I would 
hazard a guess and say that the budget 
presented to the Parliament this year 
by the Baillieu government has fulfilled 
more election promises than any 
budget I can ever recall.

It is a budget that we on this side of 
the house are particularly proud of. 
We went out of our way to ensure that 

black tie?
Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA — Mr 

Pakula asked, ‘Did you wear a black 
tie?’. I went to the Italian Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry in Australia, 
where everyone wore a black tie except 
somebody by the name of Mr Pakula, 
so let us not go there! I recall that, so 
Mr Pakula should be careful about 
raising it.

The Victorian Manufacturing 
Hall of Fame awards was a night of 
celebration for an industry that needs 
to be celebrated at the moment. 
Two new awards were given out — 
Mr Pakula would be aware of them 
— embracing the importance of 
emerging technologies in sustaining 
manufacturing excellence. There 
was also special recognition of 
the industry-nominated Young 
Manufacturer of the Year along with 
the announcement of the honour roll 
recipients.

I was pleased that the honour roll 
award went to Mr Gerry Ryan, OAM, 
the founder and managing director of 
Jayco Corporation, of which Mr Rich-
Phillips and Mrs Peulich would be well 
aware. Mr Ryan has made a valued 
contribution to the manufacturing 
sector and the broader community 
over many years. Jayco began as 
a family business in 1975 and has 
designed and built 120 000 recreational 
vehicles out of Dandenong, becoming 
not only the leading supplier of 
caravan and camping trailers but also 
a top exporter. One of the things that 
fascinates me is the doom and gloom 
we hear from those opposite. Jayco 
actually had growth in employment at 
its facility, and doesn’t that hurt those 
opposite to hear that!

We are supportive of the Victorian 
Manufacturing Hall of Fame inductees. 
The Young Manufacturer of the Year, 
Jason Oliver, operations manager 
of Black Widow Enterprises of East 
Gisborne, made a fantastic speech, 
and Enabling Technology Young 
Entrepreneur of the Year, Agnel 
D’Sousa, rapid parts technician from 
AW Bell of Dandenong South for the 
enabling technology — —

Mr Viney — What have you done for 
jobs?

Hon. R. A. DALLA-RIVA — What 
have we done for jobs? I just said we 
acknowledged a company that has 
generated jobs over the last couple of 
years. I cannot believe it — Mr Viney 
wants to continually talk it down. It is 
amazing.

The other recipients included 
Australian Rollforming Manufacturers, 
Dandenong South; AW Bell, 
Dandenong; Backwell IXL, Geelong; 
Bombardier Transportation, 
Dandenong; Ego Pharmaceuticals, 

Braeside; Futuris Automotive, Port 
Melbourne; Hazeldene’s Chicken 
Farm, Lockwood; Pantalica Cheese, 
Thomastown; Qenos, Altona; and 
Wilson Transformer Company, Glen 
Waverley.

We recognise the importance of 
Victoria’s culture of success, hard work, 
ingenuity and innovation, and we 
will do everything we can to continue 
supporting the manufacturing sector 
in Victoria.
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Government: Election Commitments ...

the promises we made leading up 
to the election of 27 November were 
kept in that budget. If Mr Viney or any 
members of the Labor Party wish to go 
through the budget line by line, they 
will see that we have kept a good many, 
in fact almost all, election promises 
in that document alone — just in the 
budget. We on this side of the house 
should all be very proud of this.

Once again I congratulate the 
Premier and the Treasurer on having 
produced a budget which is good 
for the overwhelming majority of 
Victorians and which delivers on the 
promises we put forward in the lead-
up to 27 November last year.

It is a good budget for Victoria, 
and we have met our commitments 
in that budget. But just in case Mr 
Viney, Mr Lenders or anybody else 
is still in any doubt about where we 
on this side of the house stand on 
fulfilling our election commitments, 
perhaps we could go through some 
of the legislation that has been 
passed into law since the election 
of this government. A quick browse 
will produce the following. The Civil 
Procedure and Legal Profession 
Amendment Act 2011 implements 
an election commitment to remove 
mandatory prelitigation procedures in 
certain civil cases, and also streamlines 
the renewal of practising certificates 
for legal practitioners. The Country 
Fire Authority Amendment (Volunteer 
Charter) Act 2011 implements an 
election commitment to provide a 
charter for volunteer firefighters. 
The Education and Training Reform 
Amendment (School Safety) Act 2011 
implements an election commitment 
— I hope members opposite are 
listening — to provide for principals, 
or teachers authorised by principals, to 
search students’ lockers and ask them 
to turn out their pockets or check their 
cars on a teacher-supervised activity 
if they are reasonably suspected of 
possessing stipulated dangerous 
weapons.

The Justice Legislation Amendment 
Act 2011 implements yet another 
election commitment to strengthen the 
powers of holders of liquor licences to 
bar drunk persons from their premises 
and sets higher penalties for failing to 
leave premises when drunk, violent or 
quarrelsome.

The Liquor Control Reform 
Amendment Act 2011 implements 
another election commitment to make 
the supply of liquor to minors in a 
private residence without parental 
consent an offence. The Multicultural 
Victoria Act 2011 implements an 
election commitment to restructure 
and strengthen the multicultural 
affairs portfolio by ensuring that the 

Victorian Multicultural Commission 
is independent of ministerial control. 
It also establishes eight regional 
councils. I am sure that you, Acting 
President, would particularly welcome 
that reform.

The Police Regulation Amendment 
(Protective Services Officers) Act 2011 
fulfils what is probably the best known 
of the election commitments of the 
Baillieu government. The purpose of 
the bill is to provide that protective 
services officers may be deployed for 
the general protection of the public — 
for example, at railway stations. We will 
see evidence of this very soon on our 
railway stations around the state.

The Regional Growth Fund Act 2011 
implements an election commitment 
to establish the $1 billion Regional 
Growth Fund to invigorate the 
economies of regional Victoria and 
support new job opportunities.

Mr Viney, I hope you are listening to 
this. You are not going for a walk, are 
you? You are listening to this, because 
this motion cuts to the very fabric — —

Mr Viney — Through the Chair.
Mr FINN — Through the Chair, Mr 

Viney. These bills cut to the very fabric 
of what this motion is all about. Come 
back! Come back to the chamber! You 
have got to wonder, Acting President, 
about a member who moves a motion 
and then, when somebody gets up 
and points out that they are basically 
wrong and that the whole premise of 
the motion is wrong, flees from the 
chamber.

You have got to wonder about their 
motives, do you not? You have got 
to wonder about that. It is very sad 
indeed.

As I was saying about the Regional 
Growth Fund Act 2011, the bill 
implements an election commitment 
to establish a $1 billion Regional 
Growth Fund to invigorate the 
economies of regional Victoria, 
because we care about country people 
and support new job opportunities for 
them. We also passed the Sentencing 
Further Amendment Bill 2010. 
That bill implemented an election 
commitment by abolishing suspended 
sentences for certain serious crimes. 
That is important. Another election 
commitment was met by the passing of 
the Shop Trading Reform Amendment 
(Easter Sunday) Act 2011, and it is a 
pity Mr Somyurek is not in the house 
to hear about this one. That was an 
election commitment that we met 
by removing Easter Sunday trading 
restrictions on shops employing more 
than 20 employees.

I could go on about the legislation 
that has been passed by this 
government since the sitting of 
Parliament last year.

Mr Leane — Because you were here 
when it happened.

Mr FINN — I was here when it 
happened. My word, Mr Leane, I 
was. As I understand it, so were you. 
Perhaps you were just occupying a 
body or something at the time; I do 
not know. As a government we have 
a very clear record of meeting our 
election commitments. I do not know 
why Mr Viney or anybody else would 
be putting up a motion calling on 
the government to meet its election 
commitments when we already have. 
What does he want for nothing? What 
more could he possibly ask for when 
we have already done what this motion 
is calling for? It is a very strange 
activity for any member of Parliament 
to indulge in. It certainly makes me 
understand a little better why they 
are sitting on that side of the house. 
Clearly, without being disrespectful 
— —

Mr Leane — Good luck!
Mr FINN — I would never be 

disrespectful to you, Mr Leane, or to 
Mr Viney. These people are delusional. 
These people are off with the fairies. 
They have got no idea what is going 
on in the real world. Where have they 
been for the last six months while we 
have been passing all this legislation? 
Where have they been for the last six 
months while we have been debating 
the budget, which of course we are 
about to pass? Where have they been, 
you have got to ask.

Mr Lenders interjected.
Mr FINN — Perhaps, Mr Lenders, you 

were in the same place that you and 
your colleagues have been in for the 
last 11 years — missing in action, or 
missing in inaction might be a better 
way of putting it. There is one thing 
you have got to say about members of 
the Labor Party, and Mr Lenders is a 
classic example of this: they have got 
more front than Myer and more gall 
than all of France. They come into this 
place and point the finger at us for not 
keeping our election commitments, 
when we clearly have, for all the world 
to see. It is there to see.

Mr Lenders — What about your 
teacher wages? How much are you 
paying teachers?

Mr FINN — It is there for all the world 
to see, Mr Lenders. I remember back to 
the time after the 1999 election.

Mr Lenders might have some 
difficulty remembering this, but I 
remember that after the 1999 election 
those of us in the west of Melbourne 
could lay claim to being victims of 
the first broken promise of the Bracks 
government.

Remember the promise that was 
made prior to the 1999 election by the 
then opposition leader, Steve Bracks, 
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of a railway link to Melbourne Airport? 
That was a definite goer. That promise 
was broken before he got back from 
the swearing-in at Government House. 
That promise was out the window, 
and it is only now with the election of 
the Baillieu government that we are 
revisiting the possibility of a railway 
link to Melbourne Airport. That has 
to be a major plus for those of us who 
have been long-term supporters of 
Melbourne Airport, and I am certainly 
in that category. We are very excited 
at the prospect of having a rail link to 
and from Melbourne Airport. We have 
seen a similar thing in Sydney and in 
Brisbane. It works very well. We will be 
having a look at that very soon here in 
Melbourne as well.

Mr Lenders — Like the 1958 promise 
for a railway station to Monash.

Mr FINN — Mr Lenders is getting 
very excited. I have not seen him so 
animated for some time. It is good to 
see that he is still with us. I am very 
pleased, because I have had my doubts 
a couple of times. I thought he might 
have left us there a couple of times, but 
he is still here and that is a very good 
thing.

I go back to 1999 once again. As the 
member for Tullamarine I was haunted 
by a dancing bear. Of the promises that 
were thrown at me during the course 
of that campaign, more than a couple 
of them — and a couple of very big 
ones — were not fulfilled. I am sure 
Mr Lenders will remember that very 
well, because there was the promise 
of a new and expanded day hospital 
for Sunbury made at that time back 
in 1999. The 2002 election came, and 
there was no day hospital. The 2006 
election came along, and there was no 
Sunbury day hospital.

The 2010 election came along, and 
it was starting to look good. Now it is 
finally up and running 10 years later 
— 10 years after it should have been 
completed. You have got to remember 
that the Kennett government had 
promised the people of Sunbury 
that they would have a day hospital, 
with an oncology unit and with day 
surgery. Added to that a little later was 
the promise of a 24-hour emergency 
centre. I still believe that is necessary 
for that part of north-western 
Melbourne. That was promised to the 
people of that region by the Kennett 
government and by me as the member 
for Tullamarine at the time, prior to 
the 1996 election. The commitment 
was that it would be built by 2001. Here 
we are, and it has finally got up and 
running under a Liberal-Nationals 
government. It has been finished 
under a Liberal-Nationals government, 
but it is 10 years too late.

What do members reckon the 

people of that part of north-western 
Melbourne have been doing for health 
care over the last decade?

It is clear that the Labor Party could 
not care less what they have been 
doing for health care over the last 10 
years. Labor members do not care 
about people who are ill and their 
families. They are the least of their 
worries, as long as they can get away 
with it and play their little games. Time 
and again they are quite happy with 
that.

There was the other promise that I am 
sure Ms Broad will jump on as well — 
that is, the promise that the people of 
Sunbury would be allowed to vote on 
whether Sunbury would stay within 
the city of Hume. This was a promise 
— again a bear delivered — prior to the 
1999 election. It did not happen after 
the 1999 election, it did not happen 
after the 2002 election, it did not 
happen after the 2006 election and it 
did not happen after the 2010 election 
— in fact it still has not happened 12 
years later. The people of that area 
are still waiting on a promise that 
was made to them in writing by Steve 
Bracks prior to the 1999 election.

These people come in here telling us 
that we have to keep our promises. We 
have kept our promises. That crowd 
over there had 11 years when they were 
in government, but they did not keep 
their promises. On the other side of 
town — and I will move forward just a 
couple of years to when I was working 
for the then federal member for Aston, 
Chris Pearce — —

Mr Elsbury — A good man!
Mr FINN — Yes, he is a good man. At 

that time, prior to the 2002 election, 
we had quite an issue in an area of 
the eastern suburbs in relation to the 
Scoresby freeway. I am sure members 
may possibly know where I am going 
with this one. The Scoresby freeway 
had been promised. It had been 
dangled in front of voters for many 
years. With the defeat of the Kennett 
government in 1999 a lot of people 
were concerned that it would not 
happen.

Prior to the 2002 election Steve 
Bracks, the then Premier, wrote to 
many thousands of voters throughout 
the eastern suburbs of Melbourne — 
and Mr Leane would be interested in 
this, I am sure — promising that there 
would be a Scoresby freeway. Not 
only did he promise there would be a 
Scoresby freeway but he also promised 
it would be on time and on budget. He 
then went on to say there would be no 
tolls.

Prior to the 2002 election the then 
Premier of Victoria, Steve Bracks, gave 
a promise in writing to thousands of 
people throughout the eastern suburbs 

of Melbourne that there would be no 
tolls on the Scoresby freeway.

The Scoresby freeway eventually 
became EastLink, and we all know 
that EastLink is a tollway. It was a 
huge broken promise. It has to be said 
that it is not quite up there with the 
promise that there would be no carbon 
tax under any government that Prime 
Minister Gillard led. It is not quite up 
there, but it was certainly a good start. 
In terms of Labor lies it was a good 
start — a foundation on which to build 
bigger and more extravagant lies in 
years to come. The Labor Party has 
done that very successfully.

Prior to the 2006 election the then 
Leader of the Opposition, Mr Baillieu, 
proposed a modest desalination plant, 
certainly considerably more modest 
than the monstrosity we have at 
Wonthaggi now.

That was to cover ourselves in 
times of drought, which is not an 
unreasonable proposition given the 
sort and size of the project that Mr 
Baillieu had proposed. What did 
the Labor Party say before the 2006 
election? What did then Premier 
Bracks and his Deputy Premier — 
whatever happened to him? where did 
he get to? — say? Mr Bracks went on 
radio and said, ‘The whole idea of a 
desal plant is a hoax’.

He was right, but he was talking about 
the wrong desal plant. He was talking 
about Labor’s desal plant. He was 
talking about the backflip Labor did 
after the election. It was an impressive 
backflip, it has to be said — one of 
Olympic standard. The Labor Party 
not only withdrew its opposition to 
a desal plant but it went on to build 
one — and it is still being built — that 
was somewhere in the vicinity of three 
to four times bigger than the one we 
had originally proposed. As a result of 
Labor’s broken promise prior to the 
2006 election every Victorian will pay 
for that over the next 30 years.

We are looking at the state having to 
pay somewhere in the vicinity of $570 
million a year over the next 30 years 
because Labor could not get it right.

Labor was not honest about its 
intentions. Perhaps it was not aware 
of its intentions; that might be the 
charitable way to view it. As a result 
of what Labor did prior to the 2006 
election in terms of not keeping 
its election commitment and not 
maintaining its opposition to a 
desal plant, we are now stuck with 
a monstrosity down at Wonthaggi. 
We must keep in mind that it is way 
behind schedule. Why is it way behind 
schedule? Because it kept flooding! 
Only the Labor Party would build a 
desalination plant on a floodplain. 
What geniuses they are! They should 
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Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
Having listened to Mr Somyurek and 
to Ms Darveniza over this last period of 
time, it occurs to me that if that is the 
best they can come up with, if that is 
the general tone of the discussions they 
held at the ALP conference a couple of 

all be wearing capes and frolicking 
around universities.

Mr Jennings looks at me quizzically, 
but I do not know why because he was 
sitting at the cabinet table when all of 
this occurred, so the responsibility for 
that $570 million over the next 30 years 
is very much on his shoulders.

He might think it is amusing, but I do 
not think it is amusing — nor will my 
children, my grandchildren and my 
great-grandchildren, who will probably 
still be paying the thing off when the 
rest of us are long gone.

We remember the famous night of the 
1999 election when, sadly, Steve Bracks 
looked like he had won. He bounced in 
and looked a very cheery chap. If I had 
not known better, I would have said 
he had perhaps had a spot of moselle. 
He was a very cheery chap indeed. He 
jumped to the microphone on election 
night and said, ‘We are going to return 
democracy to Victoria’. That was the 
commitment he gave on election night. 
What did Labor give us? It promised 
democracy, but what did it give us? It 
gave us the Brimbank City Council.

When you hear Labor members 
talking about democracy, people’s 
rights and people having a say and 
being respected, just remember who 
gave us Brimbank.

Everybody who was involved — every 
con man and every shyster who was 
involved in the Brimbank debacle — 
was a member of the Australian Labor 
Party. I do not want to go through 
the Brimbank saga in depth; I will 
leave that for another time. I promise 
members that will happen at another 
time. If members ever see that clip of 
Steve Bracks bouncing around and 
saying, ‘We will return democracy to 
Victoria’, just remember one word: 
Brimbank. That will put everything into 
context. It is quite extraordinary.

The bottom line is that the Labor 
Party had 11 years to do so much. It did 
not do very much at all, and what it did 
do, it stuffed up. Need we talk about 
the myki card? Do we really need to go 
there? That is an appalling indictment 
of the Labor government if ever there 
was one. The Labor Party had 11 years 
to do all the things that opposition 
members are screaming about. After 
six months they are expecting the 
Liberal-Nationals government — the 
Baillieu government — to fix all the 
problems that they created. But, as I 
said — and it is good to see Mr Viney 
back — during the 11 years that they 
were in government they did not do 
any of the things that we needed them 
to do.

The Labor government did not 
fix the Duncans Road interchange 
at Werribee. It said before the last 
election that it was going to do it, but if 

it really wanted to do it, it would have 
already been done.

Mr Elsbury — Who was the member?
Mr FINN — The member for Tarneit 

in the Assembly is a little bloke — Mr 
Pallas. He was the Minister for Roads 
and Ports. For those members who do 
not know, Duncans Road, Werribee, is 
in the electorate of Tarneit. Given Mr 
Pallas is the member for Tarneit and 
the former roads minister, one would 
have thought he would have found 
some money to do it in that time. Prior 
to him being roads minister, he was 
the chief of staff for the Premier. One 
would have thought that if — —

Mr Elsbury interjected.
Mr FINN — He was worried about 

Williamstown. He is still ensconced in 
Williamstown. In fact that sod turning 
Mr Elsbury and I attended with Mr Guy 
a couple of weeks ago was such a big 
event that Mr Pallas visited the Tarneit 
electorate for it. That is a rarity in itself. 
It was good to see him there.

But if the Labor Party had wanted that 
Duncans Road interchange fixed, it 
would already be fixed.

We move on to Cottrell Street, 
Werribee, which is just a little bit 
further down the road. The Labor Party 
had been promising to fix Cottrell 
Street for as long as anybody can 
remember, going back to before 1999, 
as I understand it. Before every budget 
there was the added promise that yes, 
the money will be in the budget to 
fix Cottrell Street, which is the major 
traffic hassle for the people of Werribee 
and beyond. It is a disaster zone every 
morning and every night. The Labor 
Party dutifully promised it would fix it. 
But let me tell members that Cottrell 
Street is now a bigger mess than it 
ever was before. The Labor Party had 
11 years to fix it; it did not do a thing. 
It did exactly what we have come to 
expect from the Labor Party.

The next scenario is particularly close 
to my heart — that is, the St Albans 
railway crossing. Back in 1998-99 the 
Kennett government was preparing to 
fix this crossing. It is a very dangerous 
crossing. Deaths have occurred and 
there have been many near misses at 
the crossing — I have been almost a 
near miss myself a couple of times. It is 
a very scary crossing. If you get caught 
in the wrong place, it is not a lot of fun. 
Throughout 1998 and 1999, as the only 
government member in the western 
suburbs at that time, I was involved 
in getting the Premier, the Minister 
for Roads and Ports and the Minister 
for Transport interested in fixing the 
Main Road, St Albans, crossing. We 
were ready to go; we were going to do 
it. After all the years of waiting, the 
people of St Albans were going to be 
able to get from one side of the railway 

line to the other again, because the 
Kennett Liberal-National government 
was going to do this wonderful thing 
for St Albans.

Mr Viney — You were gonna.
Mr FINN — I will tell Mr Viney what 

happened. We lost the election in 1999, 
much to the disgust of a few people, 
predominantly the traders in St Albans. 
During the 11 years after that election 
the Labor government completely 
ignored the situation in St Albans. Even 
with George Seitz — and I understand 
he is the incoming mayor of Brimbank, 
which is something we can all look 
forward to — representing the area as 
the member for Keilor in the Assembly, 
Labor spent 11 years doing nothing. 
The Labor Party ignored the problem 
of Main Road, St Albans, for 11 long, 
miserable years. What did the Labor 
Party do when it heard the Baillieu 
government had put this project on its 
priority list? It screamed blue murder. 
Opposition members say, ‘You are 
telling lies; you are having a lend of us’. 
What did they do for 11 years? They 
sat on their hands and did absolutely 
nothing.

One has to say the government that 
we disposed of last year really was an 
‘in’ government.

It was inactive, it was inept and it 
was incompetent — very much an ‘in’ 
government. But now the Victorian 
people have spoken. We have certainly 
heard them, because we have come 
to Spring Street to govern for all 
Victorians, and that is exactly what we 
are doing. We have met most if not all 
of our commitments, and those that 
perhaps are not met as yet will be very 
shortly. It is a great pity that Mr Viney, 
who walked out of the chamber a little 
earlier, and his colleagues do not want 
to listen to what the Victorian people 
have said. This government is meeting 
its commitments. This motion is a 
nonsense, because this government is 
giving Victorians what they need and 
what they deserve.

COUNCIL | Second Reading 
2 June 2011
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weeks ago, no wonder everybody left, 
because I was tempted to do that as 
well. Is it any wonder they could not 
get a quorum? I have never heard such 
claptrap in all my life — or since the 
last time they got up, anyway.

Mr Somyurek — You hear it at caucus 
every week.

Mr FINN — You hear it, Mr 
Somyurek. Mr Somyurek is a very 
honest and honourable man.

He has just told us he hears it in 
caucus every week, and that is the 
truth. I have never been in caucus, 
and it has to be said it is very unlikely 
that I ever will be, but if Mr Somyurek 
says that he hears that sort of claptrap 
in caucus every week, then I will not 
argue with him. I will take his word for 
it — —

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms 
Pennicuik) — Order! Mr Finn will 
come to order. Mr Leane on a point of 
order.

Mr Leane — On a point of order, 
Acting President, the matter I raise is 
relevance. I am loath to move a point 
of order on relevance because with Mr 
Finn you could constantly be doing so 
during every one of his speeches. They 
all seem to be the same, so maybe I 
will raise an overriding point of order 
about relevance.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms 
Pennicuik) — Order! There is no point 
of order.

Mr Finn had just commenced his 
contribution, although I would remind 
Mr Finn to keep to the bill in his 
contribution to the debate.

Mr FINN — Absolutely, Acting 
President. I would not dream of 
departing from the text of the bill at 
any time.

In this day and age, when there are a 
lot of shysters about and a lot of people 
who do not stick to their beliefs, it is a 
wonderful thing to see the shoppies in 
here today doing the bidding of those 
outside the chamber. It is great to see 
them in here. We know that when the 
shoppies do a deal, they stick with it. 
When they come up with the money 
for the Labor Party at election time and 
they do a deal, years later they want 
to continue the deal even when the 
government has gone. They continue 
the deal, and when the shoppies, as 
personified by Mr Somyurek, see a 
dead horse they do not just want to 
flog it; they give it mouth-to-mouth 
resuscitation and rush it off to 
intensive care. That is how keen they 
are on this Easter public holiday thing.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms 
Pennicuik) — Order! I remind Mr Finn 
that in his contribution he needs to 
stick to the provisions of the bill.

Mr FINN — Acting President, I was 

just making reference to the comments 
that were made by a previous speaker 
on this particular matter. I will indeed 
move on — —

Mrs Peulich interjected.
Mr FINN — We will get to Trades Hall 

in just a moment, because it is very 
important that we do that.

As I said before, Mr Somyurek is 
a man of honour, and clearly, if his 
union tells him what to do, he will 
come in here and do it. That is a very 
honourable and decent thing for any 
Labor man to do. No doubt he will 
be sufficiently rewarded when his 
preselection is next up for discussion, 
and most certainly I wish him well with 
that. The reason I have jumped to my 
feet — —

Mr Leane — There is no reason. What 
bill are you on?

Mr FINN — I do not know if Mr Leane 
has been — —

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms 
Pennicuik) — Order! Mr Finn has not 
listened to my previous reminders to 
stick with the provisions of the bill.

I ask him to do that.
Mr FINN — I was referring to Mr 

Somyurek’s contribution on this 
debate a little time ago; I do not know 
if the Acting President was in the 
chamber when he was speaking for a 
little bit longer than he should have, 
but that is another thing altogether.

There is provision for flexibility in 
this bill. Flexibility in the workplace, 
as indeed flexibility in life, should be 
a good thing. I think it is good, and 
certainly members on this side of the 
house — members of the government 
— think that flexibility is wonderful; it 
is good for all involved. But no, even 
though members of the Labor Party 
are apparently going to support the 
bill, they have just spent the last hour 
speaking against it, and speaking 
against flexibility and against all of the 
benefits that the provisions of this bill 
will bring to Victoria, particularly to 
country Victoria.

Those sorts of comments show a total 
lack of understanding of what happens 
in country Victoria.

I grew up in the country, and I recall 
that whilst my city cousins had the day 
off on Melbourne Cup Day, we were 
dutifully sitting in class and listening 
to the radio. I remember I backed a 
couple of winners in those days — —

Hon. M. P. Pakula — Name them!
Mr FINN — Gold and Black was one 

of them; I remember that.
Hon. M. P. Pakula — You weren’t at 

school then!
Mr FINN — I backed Gold and Black 

— —
Hon. M. P. Pakula — On a point of 

order, Acting President, there is no way 

that Mr Finn was at school in 1977.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms 

Pennicuik) — Order! There is no point 
of order.

Mr FINN — In fact I was at school in 
1977, although not for much longer 
than that.

Mr Somyurek — After 10 years in 
grade 6!

Mr FINN — Thank you very much, Mr 
Somyurek.

I have listened to a number of 
speakers on the bill today, and 
speakers from the Greens indicated, 
to my way of hearing what they had to 
say, that they would like to see every 
day as a public holiday.

In a perfect world, if indeed we were 
all off with the pixies, that would be a 
wonderful thing. However, that would 
be as devastating to small business as 
would be the introduction of a carbon 
tax, which strangely enough is being 
advocated by the same people. Why 
would the Greens want to wipe out 
small business in that way?

Further, the arguments put forward 
by the comrades opposite, and 
the union delegates who come in 
here masquerading as members of 
Parliament, show that they do not 
understand small business. They do 
not understand the difficulties that 
small businesses face everyday. They 
do not understand that the true heroes 
of the Australian economy are small 
business men and women who put 
themselves on the line — and they put 
their homes on the line not only for 
their own good but also for the good 
of the Australian economy — and they 
create employment.

Hon. M. P. Pakula interjected.
Mr FINN — I advise Mr Pakula that 

without small businesses taking the 
risks they do, his union members 
would not have jobs, and that is the 
biggest and most important point. 
It is one thing that members of the 
Labor Party just do not seem to be 
able to understand — that is, without 
business and without a strong private 
sector, there would be no jobs. Labor 
members come into this chamber 
and, as we heard this morning, bash 
the private sector and put forward 
proposals that would harm the private 
sector. There is no understanding of 
the importance of the private sector 
not just to the Australian economy 
but indeed for the jobs of the union 
members who they claim to represent.

I will conclude my brief comments at 
this point, because I understand there 
is another speaker to come. I sincerely 
hope that members opposite will 
deeply consider what I have had to say, 
because small business is an important 
part of this state and this country.
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Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I was not going to speak on this 
legislation this morning; I thought 
there were more eloquent people in 
the house than I to express the views 
of the government on this legislation. 
But then Ms Hartland spoke, and I 
changed my mind very quickly.

Ms Hartland spoke with some 
vehemence. She spat the word ‘hate’ 
about the chamber as if it were going 
out of fashion. I find the word ‘hate’ a 
particularly distasteful word. It is an 
ugly word. Personally I find hatred 
abhorrent in every way. I hate no-one. 
I do not even hate Ms Hartland or 
anybody on that side of the house — 
far from it; their smiling countenances 
cheer my day every day. I hate no-one. 
I teach my children to hate no-one. 
Sure, hate things — hate evil and hate 
actions that create evil and pain for 
people; sure, hate them, but you do not 
hate people.

Mr Drum interjected.
Mr FINN — Indeed, Mr Drum, you 

can hate losing, but you cannot hate 
people. I do not hate people, and I 
certainly do not want to persecute 
anybody. That is not the intention of 
this bill. That will not be the outcome 
of this legislation when, or indeed if, 
it is passed through this Parliament 
today.

This is not about persecuting people. 
It is not about hating people — far from 
it.

I have many gay friends. As many 
members of this house would be 
aware, I worked in the media in a past 
life, and there are many members of 
the media who are gay and that does 
not disturb me. As I say, I have been 
good mates with many of them for a 
very long time, and we have gone out 
and had a few beers.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr FINN — No, we have! We have 

been out in drinking schools together. 
It might be interesting for readers of 
Hansard to note the merriment that 
this is causing on the other side of the 
chamber. As if to go out with somebody 
who is gay and just have a drink with 
them in a drinking school on a Friday 
night after work is something we 
should be highly amused about.

Mr Leane — Name them.
Mr FINN — I am not prepared to 

name them. I do not think I should. 
As if they are criminals, Mr Leane has 
yelled out across the chamber, ‘Name 
them’. They are not criminals. They 
have a lifestyle that is not mine, but 
they are not criminals. I respect them, 
and I am very tolerant of their lifestyle. 
It has to be said that the tolerance that 
I have exhibited toward some is not 
always returned — far from it. In fact it 
is my experience that when people on 
the left of politics start talking about 
tolerance you should put your raincoat 
on because the spray is about to come. 
You know that the intolerance is about 
to ooze forth by the bucketload, by 
the litre — the intolerance that will 
come from the left. They are experts at 
intolerance. It is something that I have 
noticed.

Mr Drum — It is their way or the 
highway.

Mr FINN — Their way or the highway, 
indeed. That is the truth. They do not 
mind spewing hate or persecuting 
people. They do not mind pursuing 
people who have a different point of 
view from them. But that is not my 
way. I will disagree with people, I will 
debate with people and I will argue 
with people, but I will not hate people. 
I just hope Ms Hartland takes that into 
consideration.

Ms Hartland — Actions speak louder 
than words.

Mr FINN — They do, indeed. I 
challenge Ms Hartland to show me 
any instance where I have shown any 
hatred for anybody — —

Ms Hartland — The bill you are going 
to vote on.

Mr FINN — Ms Hartland is wrong. 
She is absolutely wrong.

Mr Jennings — He is coming over.
Mr FINN — No, I am not. This bill is 

about balancing. What we have seen 
over the last 11 years is a social agenda 
of an Attorney-General who was totally 
out of control. Rob Hulls — now there 
was a hate merchant. There is a hate 
merchant. There is a man who built 
so many bills, so much legislation, 
over his 11 years as Attorney-General. 
For so long he built so much on class 
hatred, on class warfare and on so 
many angles. He went out and flew the 
flag of hatred against so many. This bill 
is turning that back ever so slightly.

I believe very strongly in freedom 
of religion. Whoever we might be, we 
should all have the right to worship the 
god that we choose. We should all have 
the right to not worship a god if that 
is the decision we come to. That right 
is important; it is fundamental to our 
freedom and important to the fabric 
of our democracy. It is interesting that 
when totalitarians take over a country 
or attempt to — and we have seen this 
with various Communist governments 

Member for 
Melton: conduct

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
President, I take the responsibilities 
of being a member of Parliament 
very seriously. In particular our 
ability to represent the interests of 
our constituents and to bring to the 
attention of this Parliament and the 
executive issues that affect people in 
our regions or electorates is crucial to 
the proper workings of the democratic 
process. I have always felt this way; for 
me it is a political article of faith.

For that reason I was particularly 
disappointed last week when a resident 
of Melton entered my electorate 
office with his tale of woe. Keep in 
mind that Melton is not actually in 
Western Metropolitan Region. The 
individual involved is not one of my 
constituents. The gentleman to whom 
I refer is a father of five. He has had a 
housing issue for some five years. He 
went to his local MP in the Assembly 
seeking the member’s assistance but 
was told, ‘I can’t help you. We’re not 
in government any more. Go and see 
Bernie Finn’. The door was slammed in 
his face.

The Melton resident took his local 
member’s advice and caught the train 
to Sunshine, where my office is now 
assisting him. To reject somebody’s 
plea for help on the basis that ‘We’re 
no longer in government’ is a total 
abrogation of an MP’s responsibility 
to those he should represent. It stinks 
of Labor members’ ongoing neglect of 
their electorates and is intolerable on 
any measure.

Sadly it is what we have come to 
expect from Labor MPs from one end 
of Melbourne’s west to the other. The 
bottom line is this: Labor just does 
not care about those it should care 
about. Labor governments come, 
and Labor governments go, but we 
know contempt for the people of 
Melbourne’s west on the part of the 
ALP goes on forever.
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Equal Opportunity Amendment Bill 2011 ...

Planning: reform 
agenda

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
My question without notice is directed 
to the Minister for Planning, and I ask: 
can the minister inform the house how 
the government intends to take advice 
and feedback from the planning, 
development and local government 
sectors throughout the planning 
reform agenda?

Hon. M. J. GUY (Minister for 
Planning) — I would like to thank Mr 
Finn for another fabulous question in 
relation to the government’s planning 
reform agenda. This government is 
getting on with the job when it comes 
to reforming the way we manage the 
planning system in Victoria.

Mr Tee — So we set up a review.
Hon. M. J. GUY — How’s your mate 

Julia going, Brian?
The PRESIDENT — Order! Mr Guy 

knows that is not acceptable. For a start 
the Prime Minister has a title. We do 
not use Christian names like that, and I 

would suggest it is just not appropriate 
for the minister to be disparaging the 
Prime Minister when he is answering 
a question that has absolutely nothing 
to do with the Prime Minister or, I dare 
say, the federal government, given the 
question put by Mr Finn.

Hon. M. J. GUY — That is a fair point, 
President. I absolutely accept your 
advice, President. No-one of any 
intelligence would want to talk about 
the Australian federal government at 
this point in time.

This is another great example of how 
the Baillieu government is getting on 
with the job of reforming the planning 
system in Victoria. When they were in 
government those members opposite 
took advice from, say, Peta Duke 
and some Windsor memos from the 
former Premier’s office and the former 
Premier’s staff about how to look at a 
planning process and shape it their 
own way, but this government believes 
in decent consultation that is put 
forward by those who have to run the 
system themselves.

We have a situation in Victoria where 
there are more than 55 000 planning 
applications every year — the most in 
Australia. It represents a $17 billion 
industry to the Victorian economy.

But we will not go down the path, as 
the previous government did, of simply 
bandaiding the Victorian planning 
system. We will not bandaid a system 
that is broken. This government was 
elected on a platform of reform, and 
we will get on with the job of reforming 
the planning system. Some people in 
this chamber may not be interested in 
reforming the system. Why would they 
be interested in reform? They cannot 
even reform their own party. They 
cannot even get a quorum to reform 
their own party.

We on this side of the house believe 
in fundamental reform. We have 
established an expert advisory group 
to be headed by Mr Geoff Underwood, 
who has more than 40 years experience 
working for both coalition and Labor 
governments. Mr Geoff Underwood 
will head a team of people from local 
government, the planning law industry 
and the planning industry itself who 
will manage a process that will give the 
government advice on how to properly 
reform the system.

What we see in this state is a planning 
system that is in need of fundamental 
reform — a planning system that the 
government has an agenda to get on 
with reforming.

We want to make sure that when 
we face the Victorian people in four 
years we can offer them a planning 
system that has not been tokenistically 
bandaided, as was the case with our 
opponents, and a system that has not 

have to acknowledge, as do those 
on this side, that this legislation was 
an election promise. The people of 
Victoria went to an election, and they 
voted for us. They put us on this side 
of the house, and this was one of the 
promises we made. Before the election 
this was what we said we would do. We 
went to the people of Victoria and we 
said, ‘If you vote for us, we will amend 
the Equal Opportunity Act 2010’, as we 
are doing here this morning.

It is fascinating to hear members of 
the opposition carry on about our not 
fulfilling this or that promise. Here we 
are actually fulfilling a promise and 
they are still whingeing. Is it possible 
they could be happy about anything?

On that basis I am not particularly 
worried about them because, as we 
know, it is very difficult to please 
everybody, and it is impossible to 
please them, no matter what you do. 
We are keeping a promise and they are 
whingeing, and if we were breaking a 
promise they would still be whingeing. 
Here we are, at 10 to 1 in the morning 
in the Legislative Council of Victoria, 
with an opposition whingeing and 
whining like a stuck pig over there, and 
it is something to behold. I believe this 
legislation is good, strong legislation 
and something that the people of 
Victoria support. They have voted 
for it, and I believe this legislation is 
governing for all Victorians.

across the world over the last century 
or so — the first organisations they go 
after are the churches. The first people 
the totalitarians lock up are the nuns, 
priests, brothers, monks, clergy or 
whoever it may be of the particular 
religion that is prevalent in the country 
that they are taking over, because they 
know the faith that people hold is a 
challenge to their authority. The first 
people they go after are the religious 
people, and they try to knock them out.

It is interesting that we have seen 
considerable legislation from the 
former Attorney-General in which he 
has tried to do the same thing.

He has followed the tried and true 
pattern of leftist extremists throughout 
the world. I find that sad. I am sure 
members opposite will be able to 
help me because I cannot remember 
whether it was Lenin or Mao — it was 
some dead commo — who said that 
religion is the opiate of the people. I 
am sure Mr Jennings or Ms Hartland 
will be able to — —

Mr Jennings — This all comes about 
because of Ms Hartland? Did Ms 
Hartland start this? I will have a word 
with her.

Mr FINN — Ms Hartland said it? No, 
I do not think she did. She is still with 
us. Members opposite might be able to 
help me remember exactly who it was, 
but it is true that that is the view of the 
left — it is very much against religion, 
any form of religion, and we have 
heard it from members of the left in 
quite a number of cases in this house.

Over the past four, almost five, years 
that I have been here I have heard it on 
a regular basis, and I think that is pretty 
sad.

It is very important that everybody in 
this state is aware that this proposed 
legislation is not about hatred. That 
is nonsense. It is ludicrous. The bill is 
not about hatred; it is about providing 
a degree of balance. When you are 
talking about human rights and equal 
opportunity it is about a balance. If 
it goes more one way than the other 
and it gets out of balance, you have 
a real problem on your hands. In 
this particular instance what we are 
attempting to do — we are attempting 
to do it, I am not saying that the 
government is perfect; nobody on 
this earth is perfect except perhaps 
for Mr Jennings — is to strike a proper 
balance between competing rights-
holders. The bill is not an attack on any 
section of the community, not at all.

I would hate — to use that word 
again — to think that any section of the 
community would take it in that way, 
because it most certainly is not meant 
as and is not an attack on any section 
of the community at all.

Members of the opposition would 
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Planning: reform agenda ...

Public transport: 
ferry service

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I raise a matter for the attention 
of the Minister for Public Transport. 
As members of this house would be 
aware, the west of Melbourne includes 
some of the fastest growing parts of 
Australia. The tragedy is that after 11 
years of neglect by the former Labor 
government infrastructure in the 
west has been left behind, further 
evidence of the fact that Labor despises 
the outer suburbs of Melbourne, 
as pointed out by the Minister for 
Planning last night. In particular roads 
have been left behind as those areas 
— Wyndham and Melton, for example 
— have grown. As we know, Wyndham 
is the fastest growing municipality in 
Australia, and as it has grown the road 
network has not been able to keep up. 
There are roads through Werribee and 
Point Cook which are now bursting 
at the seams during peak hour and 
gridlocked every day. Of course that 
overflows to the West Gate Freeway 
and onto the West Gate Bridge.

It has to be said that it flows a little 
bit better since the roadworks have 
been finished, but we still have that 
overwhelming problem of too many 
vehicles on those roads.

Vietnam: 
communism

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
This past Sunday I joined with my 
friend and federal colleague Senator 
Scott Ryan and a couple of members 
from another place to address a 
sizeable crowd on the steps of this 
building. Some 2000 members of the 
Australian-Vietnamese community 
gathered out the front to call for 
human rights for their friends and 
relatives in Vietnam and, in fact, to call 
for freedom for the entire nation of 
Vietnam. It was my very great honour 
to support them in expressing that 
wish. Since the fall of the Berlin Wall 
and the collapse of the Soviet Union 
— as engineered by the great Ronald 
Reagan and Blessed John Paul II — we 
seem to have taken the view that the 
evil tyranny of communism is a thing 
of the past. Europe may now be free, 
but some of our neighbours in South-
East Asia still suffer under the cold fist 
of communism.

The people of Vietnam have suffered 
for far too long. The despots who 
lead that country will tell us Vietnam 
is a modern country with a strong 
economy reaching out to the world. 

What these thugs and murderers will 
not so readily advertise is the fact that 
Vietnamese people can be locked 
up for merely disagreeing with the 
communist government. They will not 
tell us that clergy are in jail in Vietnam 
for daring to worship their god. They 
will not tell us that a midnight knock 
on the door often leads to supporters 
of democracy disappearing off the face 
of the earth. They will not tell us there 
is no recognition of human rights in 
communist Vietnam.

They are also pretty quiet on the fact 
that the people of Vietnam want to be 
free — not a word about the people 
demanding to control their own 
future, to vote and participate in the 
democratic process, to worship their 
god and to enjoy the freedoms that 
we in Australia take for granted. That 
proclamation is left to the Australian-
Vietnamese community, and I stand 
with its members. As I said on Sunday, 
communism and freedom are not 
compatible — something has to give. 
What has to give is communism. 
Vietnam and its people must be 
allowed to once again bask in the glory 
of freedom.

Road safety: 
government 
initiatives

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I wish to raise a matter for the 
attention of the Honourable Gordon 
Rich-Phillips in his capacity as the 
minister responsible for the Transport 
Accident Commission. I am sure 
members of this house would join 
with me in saying that the TAC has an 
extraordinary reputation for changing 
community attitudes to matters 
pertaining to safety on our roads. In 
particular, the Drink Drive, Bloody 
Idiot campaign has over a long time 
changed the attitudes of millions of 
people as they drive on our roads. 
Only a generation or so ago people 
were regarded somewhat as legends if 
they were able to drive home and not 
remember it because they were too 
drunk. These days that is regarded as 
socially unacceptable in every way and 
also very dangerous. That is as a direct 
result of what the TAC has been able 
to do. The TAC is also responsible for 
a number of speed-related campaigns 
such as the Speed Kills and Wipe Off 5 
campaigns.

Mr Ondarchie — Saves lives!
Mr FINN — The TAC does save lives, 

as Mr Ondarchie said.
However, there is another menace on 

the roads that I would like to bring to 
the minister’s attention and that I hope 
he will bring to the attention of the TAC 
with a view to perhaps putting together 
a campaign against this particular 
menace. It is almost as big a problem 
as speedsters. This menace is prevalent 
in the outer suburbs, particularly in the 
outer western suburbs where there are 
many new residential developments 
but the roads may have not kept up 
with the developments of residences. 
We might have a highway — or not 
even a highway but just a road — 
where each lane is one way. We find 

ourselves in a situation where people 
who see it is a 100-kilometre-an-hour 
zone declare, quite unilaterally, that 
they do not believe it, so they travel at 
60 kilometres an hour, 70 kilometres an 
hour or sometimes even 50 kilometres 
an hour.

As a result of that we quite often have 
dozens and dozens of cars lined up for 
many kilometres. This leads to people 
becoming extraordinarily angry and 
frustrated, leading them to do some 
very dangerous things to try to get 
around these characters who take it 
upon themselves to declare that 100 
kilometres an hour is too fast for them.

This is a very important issue, 
particularly in the outer west, and I 
think probably in the outer suburbs of 
Melbourne generally. I ask the minister 
to raise with the TAC the prospect 
of it putting together a campaign to 
alert people to this extraordinarily 
dangerous practice.

Response
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for 

Housing) — Mr Finn raised a matter 
for the Assistant Treasurer in his role 
as the minister responsible for the 
Transport Accident Commission and 
asked him to investigate a campaign 
against dangerous driving practices.

been the subject of sham consultation, 
as was the case with Justin Madden, 
who was the minister and who will 
be a minister if the Leader of the 
Opposition in the Assembly, Daniel 
Andrews, is ever Premier. In four years 
the Baillieu government will leave a 
system that has been fundamentally 
reformed from the ground up right 
through the legislative base and the 
application base — so that Victorians 
have a better planning system because 
of the Baillieu government.
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Public transport: ferry service ...

Carbon price: 
introduction

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — 
My plea today is a result of the fear 
felt by millions of Australians. It is a 
result of the very real possibility that 
the western suburbs of Melbourne 

It is important that we consider other 
forms of transport instead of the roads 
that I speak of. The development of 
Wyndham Harbour into what will be a 
very exciting part of Melbourne opens 
up the possibility of a ferry service 
from Wyndham Harbour which would 
travel to Altona, Williamstown and 
along the Yarra into the city. I believe 
this could revolutionise commuter 
travel in the west of Melbourne. It may 
well be something that might catch 
on even in the east of Melbourne, but 
they can work that out for themselves. 
A ferry service would obviously ease 
pressure on a number of roads, and I 
believe it would be a goer. This would 
work. I have often thought as I have 
seen ferries travelling across Sydney 
Harbour from time to time what a very 
pleasant way that would be to get to 
work every day.

There is a real possibility for us to do 
that now from Wyndham Harbour into 
the city past Altona and Williamstown 
and right through that route, and it 
would be a delight.

The action I seek from the minister 
is for him to consider setting up 
a feasibility study on the western 
waterways to examine the possibility 
of establishing a ferry service. I am not 
suggesting that this would be run by 
the government — I think it would be 
far better run by private business — 
but I believe we are talking about the 
highways of the future.

Response
Hon. W. A. LOVELL (Minister for 

Housing) — Mr Finn raised a matter 
for the Minister for Public Transport 
regarding traffic congestion in the 
western suburbs due to 11 years of 
neglect of the western suburbs by the 
Labor Party. He particularly called 
for a feasibility study into alternative 
forms of transport, such as ferry 
services from Wyndham Harbour. I 
note for Mr Finn that information from 
the western suburbs shows that ferry 
services have been very successful over 
the years. In fact my grandfather ran 
his ferry service along the Yarra from 
Williamstown to Melbourne and that 
is how he met my nanna, so I think a 
ferry service is a great idea.

are about to be hit by a recession the 
likes of which we have not seen in this 
country since the 1930s. It is the result 
of the threat of total economic and 
social devastation hitting those in this 
nation who are least in a position to 
cope with such dislocation.

Australia faces a clear and present 
danger — Julia Gillard’s carbon tax. 
Putting aside the outrageous lie told 
in the lead-up to last year’s federal 
election, this is a tax which will 
wreak havoc on every corner of our 
wonderful nation. It is a big new tax on 
everything that will achieve precisely 
nothing.

Even if we were to believe in the 
theory of man-made climate change, 
it is important to remember that 
Australia contributes only around 1 
per cent of the earth’s emissions. The 
Prime Minister’s tax aims to cut just 5 
per cent of that 1 per cent of emissions. 
We have to ask why the federal 
government is taking Australia on an 
economic kamikaze ride for precious 
little result. It makes no sense at all 
— all pain for no gain. It is insanity. 
This week’s Lowy Institute poll shows 
Australians are on to the climate 
change con; they just do not swallow it 
any more, and they most certainly do 
not want any carbon tax.

I ask the Prime Minister to listen 
to the Australian people and to snap 
out of the Green-induced, or perhaps 
Brown-induced, daze she is in and 
show some concern for those working 
families she once claimed to care 
about. I ask the Prime Minister and her 
government to give Australians a break 
and ditch the lunacy that is Labor’s 
carbon tax.
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Shop Trading 
Reform 
Amendment 
(Easter Sunday) 
Bill 2011

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) — I 
rise to support this bill, and I very 
much welcome the opportunity to 
listen to members of the opposition. 
In doing so I have very quickly come 
to the view that Christianity is back 
in vogue. Christianity is back in town! 
Even those professed atheists get up 
in this house tonight and preach the 
gospel at us. Where is Julia Gillard 
when you need her? It must be 
something about the Labor Party this 
week. Is there something in the water 
making these people, who we know do 
not believe what they are saying, get up 
here and try to preach to us something 
that we know they do not believe?

I know there are some members of 
the opposition who are Christians and 
are very strong in their faith. I respect 
the point of view they have put here 
this evening, but when I hear, as we 
heard in question time today from 
Mr Jennings and earlier this evening 
from Mr Pakula, some people trying 
to lecture us about Christianity and 
religion and what we should be doing 
as a result of our beliefs, I feel that is 
a little bit too much and a little bit too 
hard to take. It catches in the throat, 
particularly when we have people on 
the other side of the house who, just a 
couple of years ago, voted to kill babies 
up until birth. They then come in here 
and tell us we are doing the wrong 
thing by shopping on a Sunday. I know 
what is worse. They should not come 
in here lecturing us about what we 
believe in or should believe in. They 
should have a look at what they have 
done.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr FINN — I am not the self-

proclaimed anything. I am just 
standing here tonight to tell you what 
I have been hearing in this chamber 
all day, and quite frankly it turns my 
stomach.

Mr Pakula did say one thing tonight 
that is quite on the money. He said the 
opposition to this bill has nothing to 
do with theology, and he is absolutely 
right. What the opposition to this bill 
is about is defending a shonky little 
deal that was made some years ago 
between the then Bracks government 
and the Shop, Distributive and Allied 
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Employees Association. I have to say 
that I do not believe the SDA is the 
worst union around, and I see Ms 
Mikakos furiously agreeing. She is not 
very happy that I have pointed it out. 
The SDA did a very shonky deal with 
the then Bracks government whereby 
Easter Sunday trading was gone in 
some places — it is very patchy.

As a result of that deal, strangely 
enough, shortly thereafter a very large 
donation from the shoppies came into 
the coffers of the Australian Labor 
Party. If we had had an independent 
commission against corruption back 
then, a deal like this would have been 
looked at. Is that a bribe? Is that buying 
influence with the government by 
using cash? These are the questions 
that perhaps the Labor Party might 
answer later this year when we have 
an independent anticorruption 
commission, given that some of these 
matters will be examined, I assume, 
retrospectively.

We had the situation where the 
shoppies union actually bought a 
public holiday. It is a pretty good 
effort when you think about it. What 
this bill is doing is setting that correct. 
Those members who remember 
that first Easter Sunday after the 
Bracks government introduced the 
public holiday will recall what a total 
shemozzle it was. Nobody knew who 
was up and who was down. Nobody 
knew what was going on. Nobody 
knew who could open, and nobody 
knew who could close. The minister 
at that time, Marsha Thomson, who is 
now the member for Footscray in the 
other place, did not know where she 
was. She did not have the faintest idea 
what was going on.

An honourable member — She is 
behind you.

Mr FINN — I know. She did not 
have the faintest idea about what she 
was supposed to do in overviewing 
that particular deal. In terms of the 
governance of this state, it was one of 
the more shambolic episodes we have 
seen or are likely to see in the future, 
particularly with a new government in 
power.

This bill is about equality. We hear 
about equality from the Labor Party 
and from the Greens. It is interesting 
that it is 9.50 p.m. and the Greens 
have left the building. It is interesting 
when we hear the Labor Party and the 
Greens talk about equality because 
this bill is about equality. It removes 
discrimination against certain parts 
of Victoria which currently are not 
allowed to trade. This bill will allow 
shopping in Bendigo and Braybrook. 
It will allow shopping in Torquay and 
Tottenham. It will allow shopping in 
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had in the years prior to the Bracks and 
Brumby governments. That is all we are 
doing; we are just going back to what 
we had before. It did not end the world 
then; why would it end the world now? 
It makes no sense.

I am delighted to hear the hypocrisy 
coming from the other side; it is good 
to know that nothing ever changes 
with that crowd over there, but I will 
most certainly be supporting this bill. 
I believe it is good for Victoria and for 
Victorians. It does not damage our 
culture or religious freedom as did 
legislation put through by the former 
Attorney-General, Rob Hulls, the 
member for Niddrie in the other place.

I did not hear members of the Labor 
Party screaming blue murder about 
religious freedom and the importance 
of Christianity at that time when 
Christianity was under attack by Rob 
Hulls. That was fine! But let us try to 
get a bit of shopping done on Easter 
Sunday and it would seem that the wolf 
is at the door. With those few words, 
I urge the house to pass this bill and 
pass it soon.

get-together with their family members 
— most of whom they probably cannot 
stand — and have a drink and a big 
feast, that is great; nobody is going to 
stop them. If they want to get up and 
go to church, as I will do this Easter 
Sunday, and then head off to the 
football, as I will do — —

Mrs Coote — Who will be playing?
Mr FINN — Richmond will be 

playing North Melbourne. I am looking 
forward to that; I reckon there is a fair 
chance we will knock them off this 
year.

There is nothing wrong with people 
celebrating in that way or people 
not celebrating at all, and there is an 
increasing number of Australians 
of various backgrounds who do not 
believe in the importance of Easter. 
Let us not shut down everything and 
inconvenience them. It is a great day of 
celebration.

Without Easter Sunday Christianity is 
a waste of time; it is as simple as that. 
Christianity would not have happened. 
Without Easter Sunday, without Christ 
rising, Christianity would be empty; it 
would mean nothing. It is a great day of 
joy and celebration, and people should 
be allowed to celebrate any way they 
like within the terms of the law.

I should point out at this time that 
if anybody on this side of the house 
or the other side of the house were to 
even dream of attempting to introduce 
trading on Good Friday, that would be 
a very different kettle of fish.

Mr Scheffer — A slippery slope.
Mr FINN — Mr Scheffer would know 

about slippery. If that proposal were 
ever to be put before this house, I 
would be sitting on the other side of 
the chamber. Whoever introduces that 
legislation, I will be opposing it and 
opposing it vehemently.

In years gone by, and in fact even 
last year, I worked on Easter Sunday, 
Christmas Day and Good Friday. I 
do not believe that makes me any 
worse as a human being, and I do not 
believe that makes me any worse as 
a Christian. Just because somebody 
works on those days, as so many do 
in their profession — I am talking 
about emergency services workers and 
people working along those lines — it 
does not make them any worse than 
others, as the opposition is trying to 
make out. It is a nonsense to suggest 
that.

I seriously suggest to members of the 
Labor Party and to my Greens friends 
that when they get up in the morning 
they should think about my words 
tonight and have a good hard think 
about their opposition to this bill. All 
we are doing is going back to what we 

Shop Trading Reform Amendment 
(Easter Sunday) Bill 2011 ...

those places; it will not force shopping 
in those places. It is about equality 
for all Victorians and about giving all 
Victorians, wherever they may live, the 
right to shop on Easter Sunday if they 
desire to do so.

Those members in this chamber who 
know me well, and people outside this 
chamber as well, know that I am not a 
theologian, but I do attempt from time 
to time with varying degrees of success 
to be a good Christian. It has to be 
said that is not a very easy thing to do, 
and whether I have succeeded in that 
regard will be judged by somebody 
much greater than me and indeed 
much greater than Mr Lenders, if that 
is possible! Is there somebody greater 
than Mr Lenders?

In my view there is, and that is why 
I am a Christian, because I actually 
believe in Him.

Mr Lenders — Have you ever turned 
the other cheek?

Mr FINN — I do turn the other cheek 
from time to time, and I might show 
Mr Lenders that in a minute. Recently 
in the Sunday Age I was described 
as a ‘rabid religious right-winger’, or 
something like that. I am happy to 
admit to being a right-winger — I do 
not think anybody would argue with 
that — but I am not sure about the 
religious part because I do not know 
where that actually comes from. I do 
not know where I would get that tag 
from. Certainly I have stood up in 
this house for the rights of unborn 
children, but I do not think you have to 
be a Mother Teresa or a candidate for 
the papacy to stand up for little babies. 
I do not know where they got that tag 
from. Melissa Fyfe wrote the column.

I read that, and I thought to myself 
that it was no wonder the Age is about 
to hit the wall. With journalism like 
that it is little wonder that it is about 
to disappear down the S-bend. What a 
great pity that will be — not!

As we know, Christianity is a very 
big part of Australia. It is a big part of 
Australia’s history, and it is a big part 
of Australia’s culture. I believe, hope 
and pray that it will be a big part of 
Australia’s future. As a Christian I have 
to say that I do not find trading on 
Easter Sunday offensive. I find Easter 
eggs on sale on New Year’s Eve or 
Christmas trees on display in Kmart 
the day after the grand final offensive. 
I find that more offensive than trading 
on Easter Sunday because Easter 
Sunday is a day of great celebration. It 
is a great day of celebration. In my view 
people should be allowed to celebrate 
in the way they want to.

If people want to get together and 
have a party, if they want to have a 


