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COUNCIL | Adjournment
08 February 2022

West Gate Tunnel
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— I wish to raise a matter this 
evening for the attention of the 
Minister for Transport Infrastructure. 
I draw the minister’s attention to 
the unmitigated shemozzle that has 
been the West Gate Freeway and 
the Princes Freeway between the 
West Gate Bridge and Point Cook 
and sometimes to Werribee since 
the West Gate Tunnel’s building, 
construction—call it what you 
will—has taken off in a very big way 
of recent times. Williamstown Road 
has been blocked off. A number of 
roads indeed have been blocked off, 
creating havoc for local motorists. In 
fact I was speaking to one local the 
other day who was travelling from 
North Altona to Braybrook, which 
would normally take I would think 
about 20 minutes—2½ hours it took 
her, 2½ hours to travel from Altona 
North to Braybrook. Now, that is just 
a disgrace.

This is something that is happening 
to thousands and thousands and 
thousands of people every day as 
they try to travel around the western 
suburbs. Indeed on a recent trip 
to Geelong I travelled down the 
Western Ring Road and got to the 
Geelong turn-off to find out that it 
was blocked. It was cut off, and I was 
sent on a detour. So I followed the 
signs, and the detour led me across 
Grieve Parade and down to the 
cemetery. The trouble was when I got 
down near the cemetery the signs 
stopped. Fortunately I had some 
vague idea of where I was and where 
I was going, but can you imagine if 
we had somebody from the eastern 
suburbs, if we had somebody from 
Eltham or from Greensborough—

Ms Bath interjected.
Mr FINN: Or indeed from 

Gippsland, Ms Bath—they may still 
be out there. We should be sending 
out Sherpas and dogs to find them. 
They will never find their way out of 
there. It is just horrendous. I mean, it 
is just an obscenity that this should 
be allowed to happen to the people 
in the west, and indeed to the people 
in the east who might want to travel 
to Geelong—or indeed to the Surf 
Coast, as happens in many, many 
cases at this time of the year.

So what I am asking the minister 
to do is to ensure that this never, 

ever, ever happens again. There are 
thousands of people in the western 
suburbs of Melbourne who are 
ropeable. They are furious at what 
has happened over the last month or 
so. They cannot believe this bumper-
to-bumper traffic. It is gridlocked, 
and it is absolutely going nowhere 
fast, not unlike the government, I 
might say. They have had enough, 
and they are asking the minister 
to ensure, as indeed am I, that this 
never, ever happens again.

COUNCIL | Members statements
08 February 2022

Government 
Performance

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— 2022 is with us, and it seems 
everything old is new again. The 
hope of the new year quickly faded 
as the Andrews government’s two 
most unendearing features recurred: 
incompetence and corruption. The 
people of Melbourne’s west felt 
the full brunt of this government’s 
incompetence, with the ongoing 
construction of the ill-fated West 
Gate Tunnel Project. For many 
weeks motorists on the West Gate 
Freeway and Princes Freeway have 
suffered gridlock as the building of 
this project slowly and slowly and 
slowly grinds on. Years behind time 
and billions over budget, it is just not 
good enough.

Then we saw tens if not hundreds 
of thousands of sick Victorians 
locked out of hospitals as they joined 
the ever-growing waiting lists for 
often urgent surgery. Their agony is 
testimony to the incompetence and 
failure of the Andrews government.

The Andrews government is 
corrupt; it is just a matter of how 
corrupt. We will find out as time goes 
on. I commend Mr Somyurek on his 
attempts to uncover the depths of 
this government’s corruption and 
join millions of Victorians in wishing 
him well in his quest. We all look 
forward to getting to the bottom of 
what is driving this foul, this vile, 
government, the worst government 
in Victoria’s history.

COUNCIL | Petitions
08 February 2022

Equal 
Opportunity 
(Religious 
Exceptions) 
Amendment Bill 
2021

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— The Petition of certain citizens 
of the State of Victoria draws to the 
attention of the Legislative Council 
that multi-faith and multi-cultural 
communities oppose the Andrews 
Government’s Equal Opportunity 
(Religious Exceptions) Amendment 
Bill 2021. The Government has 
not sufficiently consulted faith 
communities. As a result, this Bill 
will rob religious schools and bodies, 
including churches, mosques, 
synagogues and temples, the right 
to employ staffs who adhere to their 
beliefs, or the right to require staff 
to live according to their religious 
doctrines, beliefs or principles. This 
poses a grave threat to religious 
schools and bodies, making them 
vulnerable to litigation and attacks 
by activists. This Bill will also remove 
the right of fee-paying parents 
at religious schools to have their 
children educated according to 
their beliefs which are modelled 
by all teachers and staff. Schools 
will no longer be able to provide 
an environment that is in line with 
their faith, as expected by parents. 
Political parties currently enjoy the 
freedom to recruit staff according 
to their political beliefs and values 
under the Equal Opportunity 
Act 2010. It is hypocritical for 
the Government to demand 
employment conditions on faith-
based schools and organizations 
while exempting political parties. The 
petitioners therefore request that the 
Legislative Council oppose the Equal 
Opportunity (Religious Exceptions) 
Amendment Bill 2021.

By Mr FINN (Western 
Metropolitan) (6117 signatures).
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disaster at Sunbury Road, there 
is considerable speculation that 
you have approved an application 
to dump asbestos at the Bulla tip. 
This is a very short distance from 
the Hi-Quality facility currently 
subject to legal proceedings over 
the dumping of toxic soil at Sunbury 
Road. What was once a green wedge 
is now anything but. Local people 
are furious, and understandably 
so. Minister, have you approved the 
dumping of asbestos at 500 Sunbury 
Road, Bulla, and if so, how do you 
justify this outrage?

COUNCIL | Adjournment
09 February 2022

Vietnamese 
community

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I wish to raise a matter this 
evening for the attention of the 
Minister for Multicultural Affairs. 
On 27 January of this year at AAMI 
stadium there was a world cup 
qualifier soccer match between 
Australia—the Socceroos—and 
Vietnam. There were a number 
of Vietnamese Australians who 
attended that match in support of the 
Socceroos, and they were wearing 
apparel—scarves, hats and so 
forth—that featured the yellow flag 
of freedom, the flag of the Republic 
of Vietnam. They were told that 
they were not going to be permitted 
to enter the arena until such time 
as they removed that apparel. A 
couple who managed to get in were 
confronted by police, if you do not 
mind, who demanded that they take 
their apparel off. This has caused 
grave anger—I was going to say grave 
concern, but it is more than grave 
concern; it is anger—within the 
Australian Vietnamese community.

The Australian Vietnamese 
community is one of the best going 
around. They really are great people. 
They are proud Australians, they 
are loyal Australians and one of 
the many things that I love about 
the Vietnamese community is that 
they always show gratitude for what 
Australia did during the Vietnam 
War. They never forget and have 
never forgotten the number of 
Australians who sacrificed their lives 
for their freedom, and it is something 
that often brings a tear to my eye 
when I am with the Australian 
Vietnamese community. It is just 

COUNCIL | Petitions
08 February 2022

Hillside Solar 
Farm and Battery 
Storage

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— The Petition of certain citizens 
of the State of Victoria draws to the 
attention of the Legislative Council 
the proposed development of the 
Melton Renewable Energy Hub, 
a solar panel farm and battery 
storage facility in Hillside. The site 
will span more than 1.2 kilometres 
and will only be 450 meters away 
from residential properties. This 
poses a significant risk to the 
local community, including but 
not limited to health risks, noise 
pollution, fire hazards, toxic fumes 
emissions and the devaluation of 
property. On 30 July 2021, there was 
a battery fire at a Moorabool battery 
storage site, emitting toxic fumes. 
That site had a similar set-up to the 
proposed Hub at Hillside. Despite 
being approximately 2.5 kilometres 
away, residents were warned to stay 
indoors, close window vents and to 
turn off heating and cooling systems 
due to the poor and toxic air quality. 
The fire was extinguished after three 
days, with more than 150 firefighters, 
30 fire trucks and support vehicles 
attending the incident. The 
proposed site in Hillside needs to be 
relocated to be several kilometres 
away from residential properties. 
The petitioners therefore request 
that the Legislative Council call 
on the Government to relocate the 
proposed Melton Renewable Energy 
Hub to a location that is several 
kilometres away from residential 
properties so that any risk to the local 
community is mitigated.

By Mr FINN (Western 
Metropolitan) (95 signatures).

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
08 February 2022

Bulla Tip asbestos 
dumping

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Energy, Environment 
and Climate Change. Minister, as 
part of the unfolding environmental 

a remarkable thing. So for them to 
be treated in this way at a soccer 
match when they were actually 
supporting the Socceroos—they 
were not even supporting Vietnam, 
they were supporting the Socceroos. 
The Australian Vietnamese were 
confronted by security and then by 
police and told that they were not 
allowed to display the yellow flag of 
freedom, which is something that is 
so close and so dear to the heart of 
every Australian Vietnamese person, 
particularly refugees, because to 
them it symbolises so much. It 
symbolises freedom, it symbolises 
love of their homeland and for this to 
happen I find absolutely disgraceful. 
What I am asking the minister to do 
is to conduct an investigation into 
exactly what happened at AAMI 
stadium on 27 January and make 
sure that it never happens again.

COUNCIL | Motions
09 February 2022

Ombudsman 
referral

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— This is a motion that Mr Somyurek 
has brought to the house largely to 
his own cost, and for that I think 
we owe him a debt of gratitude. It 
obviously was not something that 
he would have taken on lightly. 
Nobody wants to dob themselves 
in, as it were, for such things, but 
Mr Somyurek has on this occasion 
decided that in the public interest he 
will do that. That is a gutsy effort, and 
that is something that I commend 
him on.

There is something that I have 
been deeply concerned about for 
a long time in this state and in this 
country, and that is the lack of 
faith that the general community 
has in institutions, particularly the 
Parliament and the government. I 
have to say in the almost 23 years 
that I have been in this Parliament 
I have never seen the esteem so 
low, the opinion of the electorate 
so low, of elected members and 
of their government. Their trust 
is gone. If you do not believe me, 
go and have a talk to people in the 
street, in the milk bar, in the pub, in 
the fish-and-chip shop—wherever 
you might want to speak to them. 
They will tell you, ‘We do not trust 
our government. We do not trust 
our politicians’. The number of 
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have faith in at least some of us, that 
we are not all the same. This is so 
important in my view—so important. 
I do not know when we will get 
another chance like this, I really do 
not. If this motion is defeated today, 
we may never get another chance 
like this. Here is a chance to show 
the people of this state that we are 
fair dinkum about our image and 
about—

Ms Crozier interjected.
Mr FINN: I know. Ms Crozier is 

pointing the motion at me; I am well 
aware of that.

Ms Crozier interjected.
Mr FINN: I know the Labor Party 

are crooks—we know that. What 
we are trying to find out here is just 
how crooked they are. Some things 
are already established. We know 
that the Victorian government is 
corrupt—we know that. What we 
need to know is how corrupt. We 
need to know how crooked it is 
and who the main crooks are. Who 
are the ones who were behind this 
artifice, this crooked scheme that 
they came up with, and how many 
other crooked schemes have they 
been involved in?

A member: A rort.
Mr FINN: Well, it is more than a 

rort; I reckon it is corruption. How 
many other crooked schemes? How 
many other corrupt schemes have 
they been involved in over the past 
eight years—or earlier indeed? 
This is what we need to know as 
parliamentarians, as legislators, and 
this is what the people of Victoria 
need to know.

Now is the time for us to clean up 
the act of government in this state, 
to send a message loud and clear to 
the four corners of Victoria that the 
corruption must come to an end. 
And if we do not take a stand against 
corruption, against government 
corruption—if we as members of 
this Parliament do not take a stand—
who will? It is our duty. It is our 
obligation to take a stand against this 
corruption. It is something that we 
must do. This is something that the 
people of Victoria have been crying 
out for for years and years and years. 
Today is our chance. Today is our 
opportunity to send a message that 
this is not business as usual and we 
are not just going to roll over and say, 
‘Oh, well, Dan just does that. That’s 
just what Dan does; we don’t worry 
about that sort of thing’.

It is about time we did worry about 
it. It is long overdue that we worried 
about it. People cannot be allowed 

times I have been told I am a crook 
because I happen to share the same 
profession as Daniel Andrews is 
extraordinary. I have had to point out 
to them, ‘I am not Daniel Andrews. 
Say that once more and I’ll sue you’. 
But people think we are all the same. 
How about now, today, within the 
next half-hour, we decide to do 
something about that. How about 
today we decide that we are going to 
allow the accusations that have been 
made and the allegations that have 
been made against the government 
to be properly investigated.

I was appalled, I have to say, at 
the initial investigation by police, 
when members of the government, 
members of Parliament, were told 
by their leadership not to cooperate 
with the police. ‘Don’t speak to the 
police’, they said. I look around the 
chamber, and there are members 
here today who were told that and 
followed those instructions. Little 
wonder they came up with the 
‘nothing to see’ verdict at the end 
of the day. If the suspects will not 
cooperate, it is very, very difficult 
to gain any evidence at all, and of 
course they were let off, even though 
the ALP stole hundreds of thousands 
of dollars, even though the Victorian 
government took over a million 
dollars of taxpayers funds to go to 
the High Court of Australia in an 
attempt to cover up its misdeeds. All 
of that, and the police investigation 
said, ‘Nothing to see here’, because 
nobody from within the government 
would cooperate.

Is it any wonder that people 
are disgusted with their political 
leadership? Is it any wonder that 
people think we are all crooks? Is 
it any wonder that they have no 
faith in their political leaders? Is it 
any wonder they have no trust in 
government? Is it any wonder that 
that is what they teach their kids: 
‘Don’t trust your politicians, don’t 
believe your politicians’? As I say, I 
have never seen the public opinion 
of political leadership in this country, 
in this state in particular, as low as it 
is now.

I urge members to do something 
about that now. Here is an 
opportunity. It is not an opportunity 
that we will get very often, but it is 
an opportunity that we have now. 
And we must grasp it. We must run 
with it. Here is a chance to show the 
people of Victoria that we are not 
all crooks. Here is an opportunity 
for us to show the people of Victoria 
that they can trust us, that they can 

to get away with acts that are openly 
corrupt. They cannot get away with 
stealing from the public. They cannot 
get away with that—surely! If we 
as members of Parliament vote to 
allow that to happen, then we are 
not fit to be in this Parliament, we 
are not fit to have the faith or the 
confidence of the people of this state. 
If we as members of Parliament fail 
in our duty, we should get the hell 
out of this place. Those who vote 
for the cover-up, those who vote 
against this motion, should tender 
their resignation today. They should 
tender their resignation today 
because they will have failed a basic 
test—a basic test of trust, a basic test 
of faith of the community.

Mr Ondarchie: They’re not fit to be 
here.

Mr FINN: They are not fit, as Mr 
Ondarchie says. They are not fit to 
be here. So let us grasp this nettle, as 
painful as it may be. Let us grasp this 
nettle and let us support this motion 
so bravely put forth by Mr Somyurek. 
Let us support this motion. Let us, 
please, on both sides of the house 
unite as one and do the right thing. 
We must do the right thing, and let us 
do it now.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
09 February 2022

West Gate Tunnel 
gridlock

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Transport Infrastructure. 
Motorists in Melbourne’s west are 
at boiling point. They are sick to 
death of the gridlock created by 
the ongoing and incredibly slow 
construction of the ill-fated West 
Gate Tunnel Project. A project that 
is billions of dollars over budget and 
years behind schedule does nothing 
to ease the fury of thousands of 
motorists trying to traverse the west 
every day. My constituents have had 
a gutful, and I do not blame them 
one little bit. The West Gate Tunnel 
Project has been one stuff-up after 
another. What a debacle! The havoc 
it has created for local people is 
totally and completely intolerable. 
My question is the same one on the 
lips of many tens of thousands of 
my constituents: when will this West 
Gate Tunnel farce end?
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Mr FINN: Well, she said she was 
not going to vote for it, but she did, 
and we know why—because this 
legislation was coming. Basically the 
government gave her a clean sheet. 
‘Do whatever you like’, they said, so 
she did, and this legislation is a result 
of that.

I do not know who it was who said 
this originally, but I recall the late 
great Senator Frank McManus saying 
it some years ago. He said—

Mr Ondarchie interjected.
Mr FINN: ‘Vote Mac Back’ indeed, 

absolutely—when ‘Big Mac’ was 
not a hamburger. I recall Senator 
McManus saying that the definition 
of an honest politician is a politician 
who, when bought, stays bought. If 
that is the definition of an honest 
politician, Ms Patten is a very honest 
politician because this government 
has bought her, body and soul, 
and this legislation is a part of the 
payment.

We have heard during this 
debate—and I heard some speakers 
on Tuesday talking about this—about 
the need to legitimise prostitution. 
It is very important, apparently, that 
we legitimise prostitution. I have to 
say this confused me a great deal, 
because I always thought, from 
listening to many women activists 
over the years, that prostitution 
was in fact exploitation of women. 
This was the argument that was 
put for many, many years by many 
feminists. But here we have these 
same people—or people of the same 
views—now saying that we have got 
to legitimise it. It is a total mystery 
to me. It seems to me that we can do 
a lot better for marginalised women 
than to legitimise putting them into 
prostitution. It seems to me that we 
can do a lot better for many women 
by actually helping them. Instead 
of saying, ‘Go and sell your body on 
the streets’ or ‘Go and sell your body 
in a brothel’ or whatever, we could 
actually help them.

I am grateful to a dear friend of 
mine over in New Orleans who 
actually goes out to the brothels and 
the strip clubs. She and her fellow 
workers offer help to the women and 
help them get out of the industry. 
That might be something that this 
legislation should look at, but no, 
not at all, and I think that is pretty 
sad. Over I am not sure how many 
years, but certainly over recent 
years, we have seen women who 
have been brought to this country, 
predominantly from Asia, who have 
had their passports confiscated by 

COUNCIL | Second reading
10 February 2022

Sex Work De-
criminalisation 
Bill 2021

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I rise to speak on the Sex Work 
Decriminalisation Bill 2021. There 
would be a good number of people 
around this state at the moment who 
would be asking just one question: 
‘Why?’. Why would we have this 
legislation when we have a pandemic 
to worry about? Why would we be 
pushing through this legislation 
when we have a health crisis? We 
have 80 000 Victorians—many in 
pain, many in agony—who are on 
a waiting list for elective surgery. 
Why would we be pushing through 
this legislation when we should be 
concentrating on getting them the 
treatment that they deserve? Why 
would we be concentrating on this 
bill when in fact there are thousands 
of people who have been forced 
out of work because of mandates, 
because they have decided that their 
right to choose is more important 
than the government’s right—right, 
maybe—to tell them how to live their 
lives? Why are we debating this bill at 
a time when the Melbourne CBD is 
dead? Shouldn’t we be concentrating 
on putting a bit of life back into it? 
Why are we doing this when small 
businesses around this state are 
turning up their toes?

Mr Ondarchie interjected.
Mr FINN: Don’t start that again 

about going down Bourke Street. 
We know, Mr Ondarchie, what is 
going on in this state, and it is tragic. 
There is so much misery in Victoria, 
and here we are decriminalising sex 
workers. Well, that mystifies me. To 
anybody who asks why we are doing 
this and why our priorities are the 
way they are, well, I am going to reply 
to them in two words—

Mr Ondarchie interjected.
Mr FINN: And that is not it. The 

two words are ‘Fiona Patten’, because 
this is the Fiona Patten pay-off 
bill. It comes very shortly after the 
pandemic legislation at the end of 
last year, and of course we know 
that Ms Patten’s vote was crucial to 
getting that legislation through, as 
indeed a whole range of legislation 
has gotten through—

Mr Ondarchie interjected.

people who they trusted, people 
they believed, people who then 
went on to exploit them, sometimes 
for years. They were basically kept 
captive. They had to sell their bodies, 
and they got a pittance for that. And 
you know, there is really nothing 
in this legislation which is going to 
challenge anybody who wants to do 
that, and I think that is very sad.

Now, I want to make it clear that 
I do not condemn sex workers. I do 
not condemn anybody who freely 
wants to involve themselves in sex 
work. That is up to them. That is their 
choice, and I wish them well. But 
there are a lot of women who wish, 
desperately wish, that they did not 
have to do this. They want to get out, 
and this is something that we have 
not addressed at all. We are saying to 
these women who find themselves 
in a situation where they have to do 
this, otherwise they starve or perhaps 
their children starve, ‘Well, that’s just 
the way it is’.

In my view that should not be the 
way it is. If we are a compassionate 
society, if we are fair society, we 
should be giving women more 
choices. We should be giving women 
a greater opportunity to live the life 
that they want to live without having 
to prostitute themselves. That, to 
my way of thinking, would be fair, 
would be compassionate, would be 
a very reasonable thing. Instead we 
have legislation which is just going 
to basically legalise prostitution on 
every street corner. That in itself is 
somewhat of a problem, and I will get 
to that in a minute. But as I say, there 
are some women, I am sure, I have 
no doubt, who enjoy the sex work, 
who enjoy the sex involvement—

Ms Patten: Having sex.
Mr FINN: Well, having sex. They 

probably enjoy that too. There are a 
lot of people who enjoy having sex. 
Ms Patten might be interested to 
know there are a lot of people who 
enjoy having sex, and a lot of them 
are not paid for it. You would not 
believe it. You would not believe it, 
would you? That is just extraordinary. 
I know Ms Patten is really going to 
struggle to understand it, but that is 
the simple fact of the matter.

As I said, if people want to do that 
and they are proud of that, well then 
I say good luck to them. But you 
know, where I come from there are 
not too many little girls—when you 
say, ‘What do you want to do?’ and 
they say, ‘I want to be a nurse’ or ‘I 
want to be a doctor’ or ‘I want to be 
a teacher’—who say, ‘I want to grow 
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The question is: is this legislation 
necessary? I do not think so. We have 
had legal prostitution in this state for 
years. I think it was the late John Cain 
Jr in fact who legalised prostitution 
back in the 1980s. So we are looking 
at nearly 40 years of legal prostitution 
in this state. I am not sure why we 
need to take it further. Police are not 
raiding legal brothels and arresting 
women and locking them up—that is 
not happening. It has not happened 
for a very, very long time. God 
knows it is hard enough to get street 
prostitutes off the streets, much less 
those who work in a legal brothel. 
There is very little need that I can see, 
if indeed any, for this legislation at 
all.

Instead we have a wide variety of 
needs in this state. In fact I would 
go as far as saying that the needs 
in this state are more than we have 
seen probably in the past hundred 
years. There is an enormous need 
for government to get out there, 
roll up its sleeves and do the things 
that make people’s lives better. This 
legislation I do not think will do that. 
Certainly for the average person it 
will have absolutely no impact at 
all, and that pretty much sums up 
the position of most people. If you 
went out there and told people in the 
general community that that is what 
we are debating today, they would 
look at you sideways. They honestly 
would be stunned, given the needs 
and the desperate situation that so 
many people are in in this state at the 
moment. If you told them we were 
voting to decriminalise prostitution, 
they would be stunned, and they 
would wonder what the hell the MPs 
in this state, and particularly the 
government of this state, are thinking 
about. I think that is a particularly 
fair question.

I will be supporting the 
amendment moved by Mr 
Ondarchie, and if that amendment 
is defeated I will be joining with the 
opposition in opposing this bill.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
10 February 2022

Point Cook Road
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Roads and Road Safety. I 
am sure the minister is very aware of 
the mess that is Point Cook Road. For 
many thousands of my constituents 
Point Cook Road and the entry to the 

up to be a prostitute’. You do not get 
that. You know, I would hate to see, 
if this legislation gets through—and 
it probably will, I have to concede—
this profession legitimised to the 
point where little girls will say, ‘I 
want to grow up to be a prostitute’. I 
think that would be very sad indeed.

Now, I want to get to the planning 
side of this, because I think this is 
vitally important. Over the last year 
or two in my own electorate in the 
suburb of Williams Landing, a new 
suburb that has sprung up in the 
western suburbs, we have been 
dealing with an illegal brothel which 
just popped up. They have been 
using a home in a residential area 
as an illegal brothel, the owners, 
and this obviously has caused 
some consternation, to say the 
very least, among the neighbours, 
many of whom are families, many 
of them with children. That is not 
something that they want in their 
neighbourhood.

I just wonder if this legislation is 
only going to encourage what we 
have already seen. I do not want to 
see people having this profession 
springing up around them in their 
neighbourhood. I do not think that 
anybody would really want that. I 
am not reflecting on the women 
involved, but certainly I am reflecting 
on some of the clientele involved, 
I think it would be fair to say. And 
whilst I have not surveyed them—
Mr Ondarchie might like to; he is 
particularly good with surveys, I 
know—I would suggest that there 
would be at least an element in the 
clientele that would be undesirables.

You would not want them coming 
to your own home or indeed to a 
residence nearby—you would not 
want them there—and if we have 
widespread prostitution, brothels, in 
residential areas, then we are going 
to have big trouble for a lot of people. 
All they want to do is live a quiet 
life. They want to go to work, look 
after their kids, pay their mortgage, 
pay their taxes, do all that sort of 
thing. All of a sudden they have got 
an illegal brothel next door and 
everything that goes with it. We do 
not want that and I would hope that 
this legislation would not allow that, 
although listening to Ms Terpstra 
in particular on Tuesday speaking 
about the need to legitimise, as she 
said, sex work, it seems to me that 
she would have one on every block. 
It just astounded me, and I am sure 
it would astound anybody and 
everybody who has a home.

freeway through Laverton is the bane 
of their existence. The trip down—

Mr Ondarchie: Did you do a 
survey?

Mr FINN: Well, look, I do not 
need to do a survey, Mr Ondarchie. 
I have been there. I have seen it. It 
is a shocker. The trip down Point 
Cook Road is slow and painful. The 
road was built when Point Cook 
was largely occupied by sheep, and 
not many of them had licences. The 
only experience on par with Point 
Cook Road is the painful journey 
down the Princes Freeway and the 
West Gate Freeway, particularly 
right now. Residents of Point Cook 
pay tax too. They deserve a decent 
road to allow them to get to work. 
At the moment this is far from the 
case. Minister, what plans do you 
or your department have for the 
duplication of Point Cook Road and 
the restructure of the entry to the 
Princes Freeway?

COUNCIL | Members statements
10 February 2022

Queen Elizabeth 
II Platinum 
Jubilee

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I rise to offer my warmest 
congratulations to Her Majesty 
the Queen on a truly remarkable 
milestone that she passed just this 
week: 70 years on the throne. She 
has been and continues to be an 
outstanding monarch. In fact I do 
not think there has been a better 
monarch anywhere in the world 
ever. She is truly remarkable, an 
extraordinary and wonderful 
human being—not that you would 
know it, going on the attitude of 
the government or the Parliament, 
I have to say, because barely a 
mention has been made by either as 
to this particular milestone. I think 
it reflects very, very badly on the 
government and reflects very, very 
badly on the Parliament that we have 
not offered our congratulations or 
not offered members of Parliament 
even the opportunity, apart 
from a members statement, to 
congratulate Her Majesty on such an 
extraordinary feat. I think it reflects 
very, very badly on the government 
in particular that it has completely 
ignored what is being celebrated 
around the world. Why the Andrews 
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people as well who are very keen 
to get into their own homes. I think 
an added tax on home ownership is 
disgraceful.

Members interjecting.
Mr FINN: It is scandalous, as Mrs 

McArthur says. And they are, as Ms 
Crozier says, socialists. They have 
run out of money, so they are coming 
after ours, and that is the bottom 
line. But why would you pick on first 
home buyers? Why would you do 
that? I mean, if you are a socialist 
and you want people to live in social 
housing and you want to be able 
to control them, I suppose this is 
what you would do. But I think it is 
disgraceful, and what I am asking the 
Treasurer to do is to get this planned 
tax, to rip it up, to burn it, to throw it 
in the bin and just forget the whole 
thing was ever thought of.

COUNCIL | Members statements
22 February 2022

Member conduct
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— ‘The standard you walk past is the 
standard you accept’. So said Premier 
Daniel Andrews what seems like a 
long time ago. Victorians now know 
that the government, the Andrews 
government, has no standards at all. 
The contemptuous references by the 
Premier to one of his own members 
very publicly was eclipsed by the 
Treasurer the following day, when 
he was trotted out to the media to 
publicly question that member’s 
mental health, a disgraceful attack on 
a relatively new member, a woman of 
Indian heritage, by those who should 
uphold standards of decency in this 
state. Sadly they do not.

Charges of misogyny have been 
laid against the Premier, but this was 
disputed by a Labor member who 
said of Daniel Andrews, ‘He’s no 
misogynist. He hates everyone’. That 
may be so, but it does not excuse 
the despicable treatment of Ms 
Vaghela by some of the most senior 
people in this state. I have to wonder 
what has happened to EMILY’s List. 
Where have they got to during this 
particular scandal? There, after all 
this, is an organisation with zero 
credibility. It has been shredded, 
totally shredded. The Premier and 
the Treasurer should both apologise 
for such disgraceful behaviour. 
Victorians—every Victorian—
deserve better.

government would think it is all so 
very, very special I do not know, 
but I think it is a disgrace that this 
government has ignored this feat. 
It is about time that it got its act 
together and congratulated Her 
Majesty on this extraordinary and 
wonderful milestone.

COUNCIL | Adjournment
22 February 2022

Social and 
affordable 
housing

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I wish to raise a matter for the 
attention of the Treasurer. I have 
been appalled in recent days to 
hear reports of a planned tax that 
he wants to impose on first home 
buyers. I find this quite astonishing. 
Indeed I have spoken to a number 
of my constituents over recent days 
who are deeply distressed about 
this particular tax because, as we 
know, getting into your first home is 
not an easy thing for anyone to do. 
It is a challenge, and for $15 000 or 
$20 000 to be put on top of the price 
of a home when you are so close is 
just heartbreaking. In fact what it is 
doing is crushing the dreams of tens 
of thousands of people, particularly 
in the western suburbs. There are a 
lot of families in the western suburbs 
that are saving for their homes—they 
are scrimping; they are really just 
trying to get the money together to 
get into their own home—and along 
comes the Treasurer and along 
comes the Premier, who slap another 
$20 000 on top of the price. What an 
extraordinary thing to do.

As I say, this is heartbreaking, 
particularly to those young couples 
who are seeking to get their home, 
young couples maybe with a kiddie 
or two. They are desperately keen to 
get their own home, and if anybody 
has been out the back of Werribee, 
down near Sunbury or anywhere 
in the west in recent times—
anywhere between Caroline Springs 
or anywhere around there—you 
will know that the number of new 
homes going up is quite amazing. 
But what we do not need is another 
impost such as the one that is being 
proposed by the Premier and the 
Treasurer. This will destroy the hopes 
of many, many young people and 
many, many perhaps not-so-young 

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
22 February 2022

Resignation of 
minister

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Energy, Environment 
and Climate Change. The land 
between Sunbury and Bulla was not 
so long ago a quintessential country 
setting: rolling paddocks with cows, 
sheep and horses. Clean, green 
and peaceful was the ambience of 
this area, slated as a green wedge. 
Turn the clock forward to February 
2022 and that same land is now an 
environmental disaster. A towering 
mountain of God alone knows 
what, a periodic stench that sends 
locals into physical illness and the 
prospect of the dumping of asbestos 
at the Bulla tip have all occurred on 
the minister’s watch. The new tract 
of land has been claimed to build 
a repository for toxic soil from the 
Premier’s dodgy West Gate Tunnel 
Project. Recent dust storms at the 
proposed dump have made us realise 
that we will all be breathing in in a 
few months the carcinogenic dust 
particles. Minister, will you now 
accede to local residents’ requests 
and resign?

COUNCIL | Adjournment
23 February 2022

COVID-19 
vaccination

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I wish to raise a matter in the 
adjournment this evening for the 
attention of the Minister for Health. I 
have been approached by a number 
of constituents who are deeply 
distressed by experiences that they 
have had with their family doctors 
over recent times. They have been 
to see separate doctors, I might say, 
to ask or to inquire as to whether it 
is possible for them to get a medical 
exemption from the so-called 
vaccine, the mitigation treatment, 
that they are required to get under 
the coercion program put in place 
by the Andrews government. They 
have been told—even though they 
are fully entitled to that medical 
exemption and have been told by 
their doctors that they are entitled 
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motion 708 on vaccine mandates 
and associated issues. It is amusing 
in its own way, I suppose, for some 
when we hear Daniel Andrews, the 
Premier of this state, get up and 
say, ‘Equality is not negotiable in 
Victoria’. Well, he might think that, 
but of course he is not talking about 
the people who have not been 
vaccinated or indeed cannot be 
vaccinated. He is not talking about 
them because they have been locked 
out of Victorian life now for some 
months, and it would appear that the 
Premier has absolutely no intention 
of allowing them back into Victoria 
in the foreseeable future. I think that 
is a deplorable situation.

As things stand at the moment, 
we have somewhere in the vicinity 
of a 96 per cent vaccination rate. I 
use the word ‘vaccination’ loosely 
because vaccination means that you 
are protected from a disease. This 
vaccine does not actually protect you 
from the disease. It does not stop you 
from getting the disease. It is more 
of a mitigation therapy, as it were. 
But nonetheless 96 per cent of the 
Victorian population has received 
the vaccine.

We have heard from Mr Gepp and 
we have heard from others looking 
back over what has happened 
over the last two years. Let us look 
forward from today. Surely to God, 
with 96 per cent of the population 
fully vaccinated, we do not need 
mandates. Look, we have never 
needed mandates in my view, but 
we certainly do not need them now. 
They should be done away with.

Now, I have to say that the 
coercion, the bullying—and isn’t this 
government showing a real penchant 
for bullying?—of the population of 
Victoria by this government over the 
last year or so, the last six months, 
has particularly been appalling. It 
is absolutely deplorable. I have to 
say that I find a government forcing 
people to have a medical procedure 
against their will to be repugnant. 
That is a clear violation of basic 
human rights—a clear violation. I 
cannot for the life of me understand 
why a government which supposedly 
stands for equality, human rights 
and all those wonderful things that 
it rabbits on about would not put 
that into play, because we have now 
about 4 per cent of the population 
who cannot go to a restaurant. They 
are not allowed to work and feed 
their families. They are not allowed 
to pay off their car. They are not 
allowed to pay their mortgage or 

and that they should be, under 
normal circumstances, entitled to 
a medical exemption—the doctors 
will not give them that exemption 
because they are terrified of the 
reaction of the government.

Now, this is just appalling. If 
the government wanted to terrify 
doctors, to crush any form of 
independent spirit that they might 
have, well, congratulations to the 
Premier and congratulations to the 
Minister for Health, because that is 
what they have done. But I tell you 
what, when I go to see my doctor 
about what I may have wrong with 
me, I do not want the health minister 
sitting in with me, and that is what 
is happening. That is what is going 
on. Perhaps on the bed in the corner 
you have got Martin Foley and you 
have got Dan Andrews sitting there 
looking at the doctor saying, ‘Don’t 
you do the wrong thing, or you’re 
gone, son’—or indeed ‘daughter’ for 
that matter.

So we have got a situation here 
that I never thought possible. I 
mean, I have always been told 
from time immemorial that the 
relationship between a doctor and 
a patient is sacrosanct and that 
nobody can come between a doctor 
and a patient. Well, Martin Foley 
can. Daniel Andrews can. This is 
an obscenity. This is an obscenity 
that is going on in this state, where 
people are not being able to get the 
treatment that they need and that 
they deserve because doctors are 
afraid of what the government will 
do to them. We know what sorts of 
countries allow that to happen. They 
are called communist countries. 
And unfortunately Victoria has gone 
down that path.

So what I am asking the Minister 
for Health to do is to give doctors 
back their freedom to treat their 
patients in a way that they see fit, 
without fear of retribution by a 
government that should not be 
interfering in the doctor-patient 
relationship.

COUNCIL | Motions
23 February 2022

COVID-19 
vaccination

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— It does give me an enormous 
degree of pleasure to rise this 
afternoon to speak on Mr Limbrick’s 

their rent. They are not allowed to 
live life as they knew it or indeed we 
know it. I am not what is described as 
an anti-vaxxer. I am fully vaccinated 
and have been for some time. Indeed 
my wife is a nurse and she has been 
on the front line of the war against 
COVID, so I have perhaps a better 
understanding than most as to what 
is involved here. But I still say there 
is no need for this mandate. If there 
was any need at all, it has gone—it is 
finished, it is done. We do not need it 
anymore.

It seems now that the Premier 
is actually persecuting people, 
punishing them for not doing as 
they are told, and that seems to 
me to stink to high heaven. That 
is something that I find absolutely 
intolerable. For those people who 
gather out the front of this building 
from time to time—and I spoke at 
one of those rallies last year that 
attracted somewhere around half a 
million people—it is appalling when 
the government goes out of its way 
to disparage, indeed to defame, large 
numbers of Victorians who are just 
expressing their opinion, expressing 
their view, expressing their concern. 
I wish more people would take the 
time to get involved in public affairs. 
We should be encouraging them, not 
discouraging them. But of course 
they do not suit this government’s 
aims. They do not suit this 
government’s needs, so they must be 
run into the ground. They must be 
trashed. And that is what the Premier 
and the government have done: they 
have trashed them.

One thing I must say is that 
the number of people I have met 
out the front there at the times 
that I have been there who are 
actually from my electorate has 
been absolutely astonishing. The 
number of people from the western 
suburbs in particular who come into 
these rallies has been absolutely 
astonishing, and there have been a 
couple of times when it has been like 
old home week; it has been like some 
sort of reunion of the west out the 
front. That is something that I do take 
on board, and I say to the people of 
the west who have come in, ‘I salute 
you’. I say, ‘Good on you’. It was good 
to meet those of you who I had not 
met before, and I want you to know 
that I am with you. You already knew 
that anyway.

But these people that the 
government and the media have 
trashed as anti-vaxxers, they are 
not anti-vaxxers. They believe in 
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will not be a one-off—a march and 
a rally is not enough—that they will 
gather in large numbers and they 
will turf this crowd out, because 
what the Andrews government has 
done to Victoria and to Victorians 
over the past two years is nothing 
short of despicable, nothing short of 
disgraceful and something that we 
should never, ever tolerate again.

COUNCIL | Motions
23 February 2022

COVID-19
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— It has been a fairly interesting 
debate—well, to this point anyway; 
we will see if it continues. It was 
interesting to hear speakers earlier 
warning against those who tell us 
that the sky is falling. Well, I tell you 
what, if the government has not 
been telling us that for the past two 
years, I do not know who has. Quite 
frankly it is quite astonishing that 
somebody from the other side, from 
the government, would try and point 
the finger at somebody over this side 
for telling us the end is nigh, because 
if you were to believe those from the 
government it is amazing that any of 
us are still alive. This pandemic, this 
virus, has had the potential to destroy 
buildings, apparently. It has had the 
potential to rip down walls in a single 
bound and all manner of things, we 
have heard. We even heard at one 
stage the chief health officer, I think 
it was, talking about it sneaking 
through windows in the night and all 
that sort of thing. I mean, these are 
the sorts of things that we have heard 
over the last two years, and you 
have got to wonder where they get 
this from—not that they will tell us, 
because despite the fact that we have 
on innumerable occasions requested 
the public health advice, they refuse.

The government refuses to tell us 
on which advice they have based 
their decisions. They have told us 
time and time again that this is, I 
suppose, classified information. I 
do not know why. Unless the virus 
can read and it can pick up the 
notes from the health advice and it 
can make its own track as a result 
of that advice, I see absolutely 
no reason why this health advice 
should be confidential. We should 
know—Victorians have a right to 
know—what has gone on over the 
past two years. In fact I am quite 
looking forward to the election of the 

freedom. They believe in human 
rights—a big difference, a very big 
difference. They too are appalled by 
the fact that we have a government 
in this state that is dictating to 
people what medical procedures 
they must have. That is something 
that I think a lot of people would be 
appalled about. You do not have to 
be anti-vaccination to be appalled 
by a government forcing people to 
have a medical procedure against 
their will. I think that is a pretty 
basic sort of thing. These people 
are concerned about human rights. 
That is the bottom line. They are 
average Australians from every walk 
of life, and it is a great pity that more 
members have not joined in these 
rallies and these marches because 
I have to say that the friendliness of 
the people involved has astonished 
me in fact. The feeling, the warmth, 
the camaraderie, if I can use that 
word, has been very, very strong. 
For the Premier and for the media 
to condemn them as being extreme 
right-wing ratbags or neo-Nazis or 
whatever they might say, that is just 
nonsense. There may well be a few 
who are a little bit nutty, but you get 
a few who are a little bit nutty just 
about everywhere, including in this 
Parliament, I might tell you. I say that 
as I look at the benches opposite, 
and I cannot help but think to myself, 
‘God, how true is that?’.

But these people are just ordinary 
Australians expressing their opinion, 
and the fact that there have been 
hundreds of thousands of them 
week after week after week coming 
to this building is a message in itself, 
and I hope that they will remember 
what has happened over the last six 
or seven months here in Victoria. I 
am hoping that they will remember 
that come November and they will 
remember who has done it to them. 
I hope they will remember who 
allowed the government to have 
the extraordinary power when they 
voted for the pandemic legislation. 
I am hoping that the people out the 
front and others right around the 
state who are concerned about their 
civil rights and liberties will send a 
very clear message on election day or 
indeed in the two weeks before, the 
election period—

Ms Crozier: They need to save 
Victoria.

Mr FINN: They need to save 
Victoria, Ms Crozier, absolutely, 
and they have a duty, they have 
an obligation to do that come 
November. So I am hoping that it 

Guy government in November, and 
I am particularly looking forward 
to the royal commission into the 
conduct of the state government 
during this pandemic over the last 
couple of years, because I think 
there are a lot of questions that have 
to be answered and only a royal 
commission will actually be able to 
do that.

I say to the government that they 
have an opportunity to come clean 
with the people of Victoria. They 
have an opportunity to actually tell 
the people of Victoria what they have 
been up to. But, then again, they 
might not want to tell the people of 
Victoria what they have been up to. 
They might not want to come clean. 
They might not want the people of 
Victoria to know what they have 
been doing over the past couple of 
years, particularly in the lead-up to 
an election. The people of Victoria 
might not take well to the prospect 
that they have been lied to by a 
government that excels in that, it 
has to be said. The people of Victoria 
would, I think, not take that well at 
all.

But I say to the government that 
if they are fair dinkum about taking 
the people into their confidence, if 
they are fair dinkum about being 
transparent, if they are fair dinkum 
about being honest, then they will 
release the public health advice or 
at least give us a reason as to why 
they will not. At this point in time, 
we have had neither. I have to say, 
wherever I go people ask me why 
the government will not release 
the health advice, and I have to tell 
people, ‘I don’t know’. We can only 
speculate that there are certain 
people in the government—very 
high up in the government—who 
are covering their bottoms, if I could 
clean that up just a little bit, because 
they know that if they do release the 
public health advice people might 
find out, indeed people will find out, 
that a lot of the decisions that have 
been made over the last couple of 
years have had absolutely nothing 
to do with people’s health. They 
have zero to do with people’s health 
but everything to do with control. 
This mask mandate, along with 
most if not almost all of the vaccine 
mandates, is about control. It is not 
about health, it is about control. 
Telling kids that they have to wear 
masks in school is surely the ultimate 
control and the most cruel form of 
control. It is disgraceful to tell this to 
kids. It is very unlikely that they will 
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fact we all had to be home—by 8 
o’clock, and then it was 9 o’clock. 
We all had to be inside, away from 
the public, because apparently the 
virus would get us at night. I assume 
that was the case. We do not know, 
again because the Premier would 
not allow us, but we do know there 
was no health reason for this curfew 
and there was no law and order 
reason for this curfew. It seems this 
was just something that the Premier 
wanted to impose on people and 
he felt it was his right. Well, it is not, 
let me assure you. And of course 
we have seen the schools closed 
for an extended period, and I know 
just how difficult it has been for 
my two youngest daughters, who 
are in secondary school. They have 
struggled a bit, to say the least, in the 
time that the schools were closed.

But to get back to the motion at 
hand, I strongly support the motion 
put forward by Ms Crozier. It was 
Mr Davis’s motion, but Ms Crozier 
moved the motion. I commend them 
both for that. I think—I know I speak 
on behalf of not just children but 
their parents as well and quite often 
their teachers too—that it is time that 
this government got off the back of 
kids and let them get on with living 
their lives.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
23 February 2022

Derrimut Road 
duplication

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to 
the Minister for Roads and Road 
Safety. Derrimut Road is a main road 
that now runs through one of the 
fastest growing areas in Australia. 
It also links rapidly growing areas 
in the Melton municipality with 
greater Werribee. Traffic on this 
road is horrendous at the best of 
times. At peak hour traffic indeed 
is intolerable. Once a quiet country 
road, Derrimut Road is now a main 
thoroughfare. The problem is the 
majority of this road is in its original 
state, untouched by human hands, 
as it were, but travelled on by many 
thousands of vehicles every day. 
If the Andrews government allows 
unbridled development with the tax 
grab that it brings, it is only fair that 
those taxes be returned in improved 
infrastructure. Minister, when will 

ever, ever catch COVID, and if they 
do they probably will not notice it. It 
hardly impacts them at all. So why 
a government, a Premier, would be 
telling little kids that they have to 
wear masks in school is beyond me. 
It is totally beyond me.

The Premier might like to release 
the advice that he has based this 
decision on, because at this point 
he says, ‘Trust me’. Well, I tell you 
what, there are very few people in 
Victoria who would trust the Premier. 
There are few people in Australia 
who would trust the Premier, and 
that is the truth. When the Premier 
says, ‘You don’t need the health 
advice made public. Trust me—it 
is all in a good cause’, we know one 
thing for sure, and that is that there is 
something very, very shady going on. 
If Premier Andrews wants to change 
that perception, he will release the 
health advice. He will tell us on what 
advice these decisions were based. 
He will tell us the advice on which he 
has based the vaccine mandate, the 
mask mandate. This mandate that 
you have to do everything—it just 
rankles me. It puts chills up my spine 
when I hear governments telling the 
great populace of Victoria, ‘You have 
to do this or else’. I do not want to 
jump into the next debate, and I will 
try to avoid that, but it just infuriates 
me when I see that. It is a slap in the 
face to the overwhelming majority of 
Victorians, it is a slap in the face to 
democracy and it is slap in the face 
to freedom. Unfortunately it is also a 
slap in the face to little kids in school. 
God knows what is going on.

Children in this state have 
been particularly targeted by this 
government, and again we do not 
know why. It is all very well to 
list things and say, ‘Why has this 
been happening?’. We do not know 
because they will not tell us. But 
we know we have had playground 
bans. I remember going for a walk 
with Bobbidog and going around 
the Bulla Reserve and recalling the 
photos that I took of the playground 
equipment being all locked up with 
a padlock—padlocked, if you do not 
mind—so that kids could not use it. 
It is just extraordinary that you would 
have tape all around the playground 
and all around the playground 
equipment. They could not play on 
the train that is there for the kids to 
play on. They could not do anything. 
But again the government would not 
tell us why.

Of course we had the curfew, 
where kids had to be home—in 

the government duplicate the entire 
length of Derrimut Road?

COUNCIL | Production of documents
23 February 2022

Social and 
affordable 
housing

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I rise to support the motion moved 
by Mr Davis, and in doing so I speak 
on behalf of many, many thousands 
of my constituents, particularly 
in the outer suburbs—Truganina, 
Tarneit, those areas around Caroline 
Springs that are about to explode 
and Sunbury, which indeed is about 
to explode, particularly around the 
toxic soil dump. That is just going to 
be wonderful for people’s health in 
future, and we thank the Andrews 
government for that carcinogenic 
toxic soil dump that it has given us 
right opposite residential housing 
in Sunbury Road! No doubt when 
the Premier and the Treasurer are 
enjoying their superannuation 
somewhere sunny they will not 
worry too much at all about those 
who are suffering from cancer as a 
result of this appalling decision to 
put toxic soil in a residential area. But 
I speak on behalf of a whole range of 
people who are hoping—hoping—to 
buy a home.

I know for me, thinking back some 
years ago, the challenges that were 
involved even back then in buying 
a home. Given the increased prices 
of housing now, it is an almost 
impossible dream for many people 
to own their own home. I have to say 
that it should not be. I think that we 
should aim to give everybody the 
opportunity to own their own home.

I think that is a fair and reasonable 
thing. What the government is 
attempting to do with this new tax 
is slam another $20 000 on top of 
prices that are already through the 
roof. Now, how is that going to go 
down particularly amongst younger 
people perhaps in their 20s—early 
20s, late 20s—who have perhaps 
just got married or are about to get 
married and perhaps have a child 
or two, a young baby? How is that 
going to go down with them? Well, I 
have got news for the government: it 
is not going to go down well. Now, I 
am not knocking social housing, not 
at all. In fact I have called for more 
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dollars away and completely stuffed 
up the budget—absolutely made 
a hash of the budget—and they 
are now turning to Victorians and 
saying, ‘We want you to pay more 
tax’. This of course is the Labor way. 
This is what happens when you have 
a Labor government. They always 
blow the budget, they always spend 
more than they intend to, and when 
they have done that, when the 
budget is in tatters, they turn to the 
poor, long-suffering taxpayers and 
slug them again. And that is what 
this tax is about. The social housing 
component should be funded from 
the taxes that we already pay. As I 
say, we are more highly taxed than 
we have ever been before, and we 
should expect the government to 
pay for a whole range of things out 
of the taxes that we already pay. But 
because they have blown the budget, 
because they are economically 
incompetent, because they are 
fiscally challenged, to understate 
things, and because of a whole 
range of blowouts and stuff-ups that 
this government is now renowned 
for right throughout Australia and 
indeed through various parts of the 
world—because of all of that—they 
are now saying not just to the general 
community but to young couples in 
particular who are saving furiously to 
buy their own homes, ‘We are going 
to hit you again. We are going to hit 
you with another $20 000. Remember 
that $300 000 house or $400 000 
house that you were saving for? Well, 
you can add another $20 000 or 
$25 000 to it’.

That is what they are going to do 
to people who are working hard and 
trying desperately to save up to buy 
their home. As a result of that, there 
are going to be a lot of people who 
give up, so there is going to be even 
more need for social housing. It is 
incredible when you have a socialist 
government—the logic is just not 
there. It just does not make sense. 
This is what we see happening in 
2022. It is quite extraordinary, and I 
think, given the many, many other 
stuff-ups that the Premier has been 
responsible for, this just might be 
the last straw. This just could be the 
last straw, because many of those 
people—they are young people in 
particular, as I say, who live in places 
like Truganina and Tarneit and Point 
Cook and Sunbury—will explode 
over this, and I know many already 
have. Many have already contacted 
me, and they are furious. There are 
two reactions: one, fury; and the 

social housing. But the fact is that 
Victorians are already paying more 
tax than they ever have before. This 
is the highest taxing government in 
the history of Victoria. People should 
not have to pay more. We should not 
have to pay more.

But as Mr Ondarchie has pointed 
out, the fact is that this government, 
the Andrews government, has blown 
the budget to the scheissenhausen. 
That is the simple fact of the matter: 
they have blown the budget. Just 
on major projects alone we have 
blowouts of $24.5 billion. That is 
not the cost of the project, that is 
just the blowouts. You just have to 
have a look at the West Gate Tunnel 
Project. What a sad joke on the 
people of Victoria that is. Not only 
is it costing us an arm and a leg, the 
thing is a worthless project, as we 
discovered when I was chairman 
of the Economy and Infrastructure 
Committee. We examined it very, 
very closely. Mr Ondarchie was 
on that committee at the time. We 
looked at it very closely, and of 
course we discovered that it was 
not really going to do anything for 
anyone—except Transurban of 
course, who were going to make an 
absolute killing and indeed will make 
an absolute killing on it. In terms of 
actually helping traffic from the west, 
it will not do a damn thing. But we 
have that there. There is a blowout of 
almost $4 billion already on the West 
Gate Tunnel Project. It is years—

Mr Ondarchie: We’re paying for it 
already.

Mr FINN: And indeed, as Mr 
Ondarchie points out, we are paying 
for it already. Those of us who use 
CityLink—I use CityLink on almost 
a daily basis—are already paying 
higher tolls for this road that many 
of us might never use. It is quite 
extraordinary. And even if we do use 
it, it is years away. It was supposed to 
be open in time for the election. That 
was the time frame. It was supposed 
to be open so that the Premier—Mr 
Andrews, Sir, grovel, grovel—would 
be able to get up before the election 
and cut the ribbon. Well, that has 
been blown out by—well, is it two, 
is it three, is it four years? We do not 
know. It might not even be finished 
by the next election in 2026. Maybe 
they will just close it down, fill in the 
hole and forget the whole thing ever 
happened, and that might not be a 
bad option either.

What we are seeing in this state is a 
government that has wasted money 
hand over fist, thrown billions of 

other one, despair. There is nothing 
worse than when you are speaking 
to a young person who was really 
looking forward to their future with 
their new husband or their new wife 
and their new family and they have 
given up on their hopes. What the 
government has done is to smash the 
hopes of many thousands of people.

Mr Ondarchie: And their dreams.
Mr FINN: Well, their hopes and 

their dreams—absolutely destroyed 
their dreams. Their dream in fact, Mr 
Ondarchie, has become a nightmare, 
and this is Daniel Andrews’s 
nightmare. In fact Daniel Andrews 
is the nightmare that every Victorian 
is suffering at the moment, and that 
is something that I have to say I find 
incredibly sad. I speak today more 
in sadness than anger, but there 
is a degree—a fair bit—of anger 
about what they are doing. It is a 
disgraceful tax that they are imposing 
on the people of Victoria, but they 
cannot help themselves. Despite 
what the Premier has said in the past 
about no new taxes, this is the 41st 
new tax that they will have imposed, 
and they are going after people who 
can least afford it. They are going 
after first home buyers, they are 
going after young families, and that 
is a disgrace and a decision that they 
should be ashamed of.

COUNCIL | Second reading
24 February 2022

Domestic 
Animals 
Amendment 
(Reuniting 
Pets and Other 
Matters) Bill 
2021

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I rise to speak on the Domestic 
Animals Amendment (Reuniting Pets 
and Other Matters) Bill 2021. While 
you are in the chair, Acting President 
Gepp, having heard your earlier 
contribution, might I say I endorse 
your support for the Tetley Tigers, 
and I look forward to those particular 
Tigers roaring in September of this 
year. That is something that I am 
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that we were all home and she would 
get two, three, maybe four walks a 
day, and she thought that was just 
sensational. She thought that was 
brilliant. She would support more 
lockdowns, so she would be voting 
Labor at the election if she got the 
chance.

But I am constantly amazed at the 
degree of love and affection that she 
gives everyone. It does not matter 
how difficult things are, she is always 
there wagging her tail and generally 
barking, as she has taken to in recent 
times—I would not say in her dotage, 
but it is getting there—barking at 
things that are not there, which is a 
tad annoying. But you work things 
out after a while. Perhaps she might 
have a touch of the Joe Bidens, and 
that is not something that is all 
that good for anyone. But she is, I 
suppose, representative of probably 
hundreds of thousands of animals 
that have come from Lort Smith, that 
have come from the Lost Dogs Home 
and that have come from numerous 
animal hostels and so forth that have 
found their way into people’s homes 
over the years. And I can only say to 
people if they are looking for a dog 
or cat, do not buy one from a shop—
although I suppose you cannot 
anymore, really, can you? But do not 
go to extraordinary lengths, just go 
down to Lort Smith or go down to the 
Lost Dogs Home and get one there.

I remember—it is a very interesting 
story, and I am sure you will be 
fascinated by this—that one Sunday 
we went into the Lost Dogs Home to 
get ourselves a dog only to find that it 
was closed, so we went to Lort Smith. 
We walked in, my daughter and I, my 
eldest daughter. We walked into Lort 
Smith, and Bobbidog made a beeline 
for us. We did not pick Bobbidog, 
Bobbidog picked us, as I am told is 
often the case, and a few days later 
we were able to take her home. And 
that was one of the best days of my 
life, I have to say, the day that we got 
her from Lort Smith. But by way of 
saying that, I make the point that it 
is really important that people do go 
to Lort Smith, the Lost Dogs Home 
and the other animal shelters around 
the place, where animals in need of a 
home are in huge numbers.

Now, I know that the Lost Dogs 
Home, for example, looks after some 
14 000 animals a year. That is a lot 
of homes that need to be found, 
and obviously not all are. I well 
remember at Lort Smith in the cage 
next to where Bobbidog was there 
was another dog that, well, seemed 

particularly looking forward to, as I 
know you are, Acting President.

This bill, as has been pointed 
out by both Mr Ondarchie and Ms 
Bath, will not be opposed by the 
opposition. In fact I think it is quite 
a good measure. Anything in fact 
that reunites lost animals with their 
owners surely has to be a good thing, 
and I could not imagine how I would 
feel if Bobbidog, for example, ran 
away or was lost in some way. She 
has been with our family now for 11 
years. She is 13, and we got her from 
Lort Smith, an institution that Ms 
Watt mentioned. It is a remarkable 
institution. In fact at the Lort Smith 
hospital they look after animals quite 
remarkably. We had a cat a few years 
ago too that had a few problems 
with some flowers. There is a certain 
type of flower—and I am just trying 
to think what it is at the minute—
where if a cat comes into contact 
with the pollen, the cat will die, and 
that is what happened to Kentucky. 
We were unaware of this of course, 
and we ended up in Lort Smith 
with Kentucky, who unfortunately 
later that day expired. He was just 
a little kitten, getting around like 
little kittens do, and he licked a 
flower—lilies, that is what they are. 
If anybody who is listening to this or 
anybody in the house has cats, keep 
them away from lilies, because lilies 
and cats do not mix. And if they do 
mix: one dead cat, and that is not 
something to bounce on the table 
about. That is my community service 
announcement for the day.

But as I say, we have at our place 
Bobbidog, who is just as much a part 
of the family as anybody else. She is 
13 years of age, so she is getting on a 
bit now, but we are very hopeful that 
she will be with us for quite some 
time yet. She is just an extraordinary 
member of the family. She is a 
pugalier, and she has the patience of 
Job. She will put up with just about 
anything and has over the years—

Mr Melhem: She’d have to with 
you.

Mr FINN: Well, Mr Melhem, I 
doubt if even she would be able to 
put up with you. But I think that a 
pet in a home, in everybody’s home, 
should be almost mandatory—in 
fact for God’s sake, do not tell the 
Premier or it will be, because he is 
fond of that sort of thing. But I have 
to say if Bobbi was able to vote, 
Bobbidog would be voting Labor 
at the next election—she would—
because she loved the lockdowns like 
nobody else. The lockdowns meant 

to be a bit nuts to tell you the truth. 
I called it the flying dog at the time 
because it was jumping around the 
cage. It was flying up all over the 
place. I did not like the chances of it 
finding a home, and I fear to think 
what might have happened. Just 
thinking about it, it was Bobbi’s last 
day in the cage. You know, she was 
due to be departed the following day. 
If we had not gone to Lort Smith after 
being rejected by a closed Lost Dogs 
Home, Bobbi would never have been 
a part of our family, so for that we are 
very, very grateful.

But again I just make the point 
that it is really important that people 
do make the first port of call at 
one of the homes—Lort Smith, the 
Lost Dogs Home, any of the animal 
shelters that are around the place—
because the alternative to finding 
a home is them being put down, 
and that is something that I do not 
particularly want to see at all. In fact 
I find that quite heartbreaking. I have 
a friend in fact who works at the Lost 
Dogs Home, and she is constantly 
inviting me down to visit because 
she knows damn well that if I go in 
to see the animals I will bring half 
of them home. Now, I have resisted 
that temptation to this point in the 
interests of preserving my marriage, 
because I reckon if I brought home 
half the dogs that I would after a visit 
to the Lost Dogs Home I and the 
dogs would be out on the street very, 
very quickly.

But it is important that we 
remember that there are a lot of dogs 
and there are a lot of cats. I should 
point out that our cat Yoda—quite 
a mad cat—is a product of the Lost 
Dogs Home, which confuses the cat 
somewhat, it has to be said. He is a 
product of the Lost Dogs Home. I 
went in one day. I said, ‘Can I have a 
look at your kittens?’. She opened up 
the cage and Yoda wandered over to 
me, and I said, ‘I’ll have him, thank 
you very much’—a pure white cat; 
leaves hair everywhere. Wherever 
it goes it leaves hair. Bobbidog does 
that too, but there is something 
about cat hair that sticks like 
nothing else, and Yoda is certainly 
particularly good at that.

I think it is remarkable the job 
that they do at the Lost Dogs Home, 
at Lort Smith and at so many other 
animal charities and shelters around 
the state. It is God’s own work really, 
isn’t it, to help animals when they 
are in need and to find new homes 
for them. But new homes will not be 
found, as I say, if people do not go 
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suburbs pop up at an extraordinary 
rate. One of these new suburbs is 
in fact not so new at all, and that is 
Point Cook. Point Cook is now a well-
established community, but sadly it 
does not have all the infrastructure 
that it needs. One of the most 
important pieces of infrastructure 
that it does not have is a police 
station. Residents of Point Cook have 
been after their own police station 
for quite some time, and in my view 
it is long overdue. The time has 
come for the people of Point Cook 
to have the protection they need 
and deserve. Minister, when will you 
provide Point Cook with a police 
station?

COUNCIL | Adjournment
08 March 2022

Sunbury train 
station car 
parking

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I wish to raise a matter for the 
attention of the Minister for Public 
Transport, I think—it could be the 
Minister for Transport Infrastructure. 
We will work that out at some point, 
I am sure. It concerns a major issue 
in the Sunbury township that has 
been gnawing at people—more 
than gnawing at people, consuming 
people—for a very, very long period 
of time, and that is the lack of 
parking. I have to say, driving around 
Sunbury yesterday looking for a park, 
it was rather frustrating to say the 
very least, but we finally got there.

The government before the last 
election promised that it was going 
to give us more parking at the railway 
station. It was going to double the 
size of the car park. It was just going 
to be the most marvellous thing in 
the history of the world. We are still 
waiting for the increase in parking 
at the railway station. But what has 
happened in the meantime is that 
they are working on the rail line 
and all the trucks have taken all the 
parking, so we have got a situation 
where the car park that is on the 
corner of Station Street has been 
completely consumed by the workers 
and their trucks. I tell you what: I 
wish I had invested in stop signs and 
I wish I had invested in speed signs, 
because they are everywhere. They 
are absolutely everywhere.

Ms Patten: It’s not too late.

down and have a look. So I advise 
anybody, you know, if you have 
got kids in particular, it is really 
important that they have a pet. I have 
always had pets. Growing up on the 
farm we always had at least a couple 
of dogs and quite a few cats, I have 
to say, around the place. Where they 
came from I have no idea. Where 
they have gone I have no idea. At 
one stage I think we had dozens of 
cats. They just sort of materialised. 
I think they went from farmhouse 
to farmhouse while everybody fed 
them. I know a few blokes like that, 
actually, who will not be named. 
But a pet is a very important part 
of a family. The unbridled love, the 
devotion, that these animals show 
their owners is something that has to 
be seen to be believed.

They have quite a bit to teach us, 
because they love us unreservedly. 
That is something that I fully 
appreciate, and I love them in 
return, particularly Bobbi, who is 
just a dog from central casting—she 
really is. She is a ripper, and Yoda is 
as well when he is not climbing up 
the curtains or otherwise trying to 
destroy the internals of the house. 
But cats do that, don’t they? That is 
just the way it is.

Like Mr Quilty I shall be brief, 
because I have not got much longer 
to go anyway. I will be brief in just 
saying that the opposition does not 
oppose this legislation. We wish it a 
speedy passage, and I believe that 
Ms Bath will be cross-examining the 
minister during the committee of 
the whole, so I look forward to that. 
I will sit down now in anticipation 
of that occurring and once again 
urge members and those in the 
community who may be listening 
to this today: if you need a pet, get 
down to Lort Smith, get down to the 
Lost Dogs Home, get down to any of 
the animal shelters, because homes 
are needed and you just might have 
one of those homes.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
24 February 2022

Point Cook 
police station

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to 
the Minister for Police. The City 
of Wyndham is one of the fastest 
growing municipalities in Australia. 
Subdivisions and indeed entire 

Mr FINN: Well, I think it is, because 
that horse has bolted, I have got to 
tell you. But these things are just all 
over the place, and as a result the 
parking problem that Sunbury has 
long complained about has blown 
out like—

Dr Bach: The West Gate Tunnel.
Mr FINN: Nothing has blown out 

like the West Gate Tunnel, Dr Bach, 
but let me assure you it has become 
a major problem and it is driving 
us all to distraction. What I would 
like the minister to do—either or 
both; I am not particularly caring 
at this point in time—is to tell us 
where the parking has gone. The 
parking that was promised before 
the last election to the good people 
of Sunbury: I want to know where 
it is. Has it gone the same way as 
the 4000 ICU beds? I do not know. 
But I tell you what: the promise that 
was made before the last election 
has not been fulfilled, and there are 
hundreds if not thousands of people 
in Sunbury driving around and 
around, watching their fuel gauge 
fall—at $1.99 a litre, thank you very 
much. It is just appalling, and I ask 
the minister to explain to us why the 
government has not kept its promise.

COUNCIL | Members statements
08 March 2022

West Gate Tunnel
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— It is a truism that Labor neglects 
Melbourne’s west, something that 
we have come to accept for a very 
long time. As Sunbury and Bulla 
await their first deposits of PFAS toxic 
soil, this carcinogenic crap already 
is being dumped in Ravenhall in 
Melbourne’s west. But if you really 
want to see what the government 
is doing to the west at the moment, 
have a look at the traffic. Have a 
look at the West Gate Bridge and 
indeed the West Gate Freeway. Last 
week we saw an incident where the 
CFMEU, a significant contributor to 
the ALP, closed the bridge, affecting 
tens if not hundreds of thousands 
of people. They put the cat among 
the pigeons in fact and just closed 
the bridge altogether. Of course that 
is something that we are becoming 
increasingly used to, because what 
this government has done is make 
the West Gate Freeway a no-go zone. 
You just do not go there. The Princes 
Freeway—it is a no-go zone. You just 
do not go there. It is killing business, 
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just left there. It mystifies me, and 
of course it is far worse right within 
the bush itself. And over a period of 
time—

Mrs McArthur: It’s called fuel load.
Mr FINN: It is called fuel load, Mrs 

McArthur. That is exactly what it is 
called. I recall growing up near the 
Otways, and we knew to take that 
away and get rid of it because it was 
waiting for a fire, and the intensity 
would increase and it would be a lot 
worse if that flotsam and jetsam was 
there.

My concern is that there are some 
of my constituents who would be 
very happy to go in and to take that 
wood away. They would be very 
happy to take that wood away with 
winter coming up. They want to put 
it in their fires, they want to keep 
warm, they want to do all the things. 
Particularly given the ban on gas 
and everything else, you have got to 
take into consideration the needs of 
people. And this is a—

Mr Leane interjected.
Mr FINN: Minister, this is a very 

important matter because there 
are a lot of people out there who 
would—this kills two birds with the 
one stone. You get wood for your fire, 
you warm your home—which is a 
marvellous thing—and you remove 
that load for this coming fire season. 
Whichever way you look at it, it is a 
win-win situation.

I do not understand why—well, 
yes, I do understand why. It is about 
Greens preferences, isn’t it? It is 
about getting Greens preferences. 
You give the Greens something that 
is not going to cost much, and this 
apparently does not cost much, apart 
from when the fires go through and 
destroy everything.

A member interjected.
Mr FINN: Oh, sorry, it is climate 

change. Yes, we heard yesterday from 
the Leader of the Greens about the 
drought that is affecting New South 
Wales and Queensland, yup. The 
action that I would like—

Mr Leane interjected.
Mr FINN: Yes, I know, I was 

mystified by it too, Minister, I have 
got to tell you. I am requesting the 
minister to conduct a review of 
policy into the collection of wood 
which would otherwise be firewood 
within state forests and within the 
bush, as we used to call it when I was 
a kid, to allow people to go in and 
collect that wood and allow them to 
use it to warm their homes and to 
prepare us for the next fire season.

it is driving residents up the wall, 
it is hurting industry and of course 
it is hurting employment. It is just 
extraordinary that this government is 
doing this to an area that it so often 
likes to call its own. This government 
could not have stuffed up more 
if it had tried. It is a tribute to the 
corruption and incompetence of the 
Victorian ALP.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
08 March 2022

Caroline Springs 
24-hour police 
station

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is 
to the Minister for Police. As I 
have mentioned previously in this 
chamber, Caroline Springs is now 
a substantial suburb in the west 
of Melbourne. Adjoining suburbs 
make the area a major population 
centre. This population centre has 
been begging for a 24-hour police 
station in Caroline Springs for years. 
It is now time for the government 
to come to the party. A permanent 
round-the-clock police presence 
will provide the level of protection 
that locals deserve and indeed need. 
It would also act as a significant 
deterrent to crime. This is a major 
issue for the people of Caroline 
Springs and surrounds. They are 
sick to death of waiting, and I do not 
blame them one bit. Minister, when 
will the government provide Caroline 
Springs with the 24-hour police 
station it requires?

COUNCIL | Adjournment
09 March 2022

Firewood 
collection

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My adjournment this evening 
is for the Minister for Energy, 
Environment and Climate Change. 
This has been a source of some 
mystery to me for quite some time as 
I have driven around my electorate 
and further parts of Victoria. I have 
seen the amount of wood that has 
fallen from trees—whether they be 
limbs, whether they be branches, 
whatever they may be—and it is 

COUNCIL | Second reading
09 March 2022

Drugs, Poisons 
and Controlled 
Substances 
Amendment (De-
criminalisation 
of Possession and 
use of Drugs of 
Dependence) Bill 
2022

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— Well, one has to give Ms Patten 
points for consistency. I might not 
agree with her on very much at all, 
but I have to say she is consistent. 
Indeed we have to view this bill 
through a prism of her consistency, 
knowing full well that the ultimate 
goal is to legalise all drugs in this 
state and indeed to normalise all 
drugs in this state, and what we are 
debating today is just another step 
along the path towards that. That is a 
step that I hope we will not and I do 
not believe we should take. Having 
heard Ms Symes’s comments a 
moment ago about the government’s 
plan of action, it seems that history 
does repeat itself, because we have 
seen in this place before Ms Patten 
put up proposals which have been 
knocked back by the government, 
only to see the government a short 
time after pick them up and run with 
them. Do not be at all surprised—
and I say this to every Victorian—if 
after the election—

Ms Crozier interjected.
Mr FINN: But after the election, do 

not be surprised if this government 
moves—if it is re-elected, and that 
is a fairly big ‘if’ at the minute, do 
not be at all surprised to find this—a 
bill legalising drugs in Victoria. Do 
not be surprised. Unfortunately 
Ms Patten is not going to be here to 
enjoy that, but do not worry, it will 
come. Of that I have no doubt at all.

I am acutely aware of the tragedy 
that drugs bring to the individuals 
who use the drugs and to families, 
perhaps in particular, who are so 
dreadfully affected by having a family 
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says and the government says we can 
do it’. This is what will happen if you 
have got somebody—

A member interjected.
Mr FINN: Of course it leads to full 

legalisation. That is the endgame 
that Ms Patten is pursuing—with 
some vigour, I might say—and has 
over her time in this Parliament. But 
I would hope that we would put as 
much, if not more, work and effort 
into the rehabilitation process as we 
do into the legal system. I think it is 
really important that we get people 
off these drugs, given that generally 
speaking there is not much hope 
for them, particularly with ice and 
heroin and some of the other drugs, 
if they remain on them.

We need methods that work. I do 
not know if this is being used, but 
Ms Terpstra was talking before about 
getting off the dreaded tobacco. 
I know personally how difficult 
that is. It is very, very hard. I tried 
for many, many years to give up 
cigarettes. I thought I had succeeded 
until I had the next one, and it was 
all over red rover and I was back 
on the damn things. But I went to a 
hypnotherapist—up in Gisborne in 
fact—and I have not had a cigarette 
since. So I am standing here to 
suggest that hypnotherapy may well 
be an answer to at least some of 
the problems that drug users have. 
It is worth a try. I do not if it has 
been tried by others, but certainly 
it worked for me, and the fact that 
the hypnotherapist has remained 
in business tells me that it works 
for other people as well. I would 
suggest that that is something that is 
worth having a look at. In fact I think 
anything is worth having a look at 
that might get people off these drugs. 
Unfortunately making them legal is 
not going to do that. In fact it will just 
make the situation worse, and that is 
not something that I think any of us 
should be thrilled with.

The house is probably aware of 
my attitude towards drug dealers 
and particularly towards drug lords, 
who sit in their mansions, drive their 
Rolls-Royces and fly to the Bahamas 
in their private jets, all paid for by 
the pain and the suffering of kids 
and perhaps not-so-young kids on 
the streets of Melbourne, Sydney or 
Brisbane or wherever they may be. 
I think that we really need to come 
down hard, perhaps harder than we 
have been, on drug dealers. They 
have to be taught that if they deal 
in drugs, if they deal in death in the 
way that they do, there are significant 

member using drugs such as heroin 
and ice—ice in particular. We have 
seen ice users interstate in particular, 
but almost certainly in Victoria as 
well, actually kill members of their 
own family whilst on ice. I cannot 
begin to imagine the tragedy that 
people would feel, the devastation 
that they would feel, at having lost 
not just the family member who has 
been killed by the ice user but the ice 
user himself or herself, who would 
very much be gone as well, so they 
would in fact be losing two members 
of their family. We just have to go 
back a few years to the coach of the 
Adelaide Crows in South Australia 
who was murdered, as I recall, by his 
son, who was on ice at the time. That 
was a very high profile case of course. 
There are many others that are not 
so high profile that we do not hear 
about. I just really struggle to come 
to grips with the pain that people in 
that situation would feel. It is truly a 
dreadful, dreadful thing. When you 
have a family member who cannot 
be trusted, a family member who will 
come into the family home to steal 
money, sell furniture, sell antiques or 
sell whatever they can get money for 
in order to pay for their drug habit, 
that indeed is a tragic situation for all 
involved.

I know that this is predominantly a 
health issue, and I want to talk about 
rehabilitation in just a moment. It 
is a health issue, but I think keeping 
drugs illegal is actually going to help 
keep it a health issue. That might 
sound contradictory, but it is not, 
because what we are doing is we 
are sending a message to people, 
and everybody should be aware 
that when we pass legislation or 
reject legislation in this place, in 
this Parliament, we are sending a 
message to the community. If we 
were to pass a bill, for example, this 
bill, to legalise drugs—it does not 
completely, although the next one I 
am sure will—we would be sending 
a message that this Parliament 
thinks that taking drugs is fine. That 
is what we would be saying to the 
community, and that is how a lot of 
people would take it.

Members interjecting.
Mr FINN: No. That is how a lot 

of people would take it. You know, 
I have spoken to people who have 
done certain things over the last few 
years, and they have said, ‘Oh, it’s all 
right. Parliament says we can’.

Dr Ratnam: Who said that?
Mr FINN: That’s what they say. ‘It’s 

the law’, they say; ‘The Parliament 

penalties for their actions, none of 
this stuff where—and I have spoken 
to police—police have brought 
dealers in, had them charged and 
dragged them to court, they have 
got a good behaviour bond and they 
are out selling the stuff again out the 
front of the courthouse as the police 
are leaving. That sort of thing is just 
nonsensical. It is just ridiculous.

So we have to get fair dinkum 
about this. A lot of people will say 
that we have lost the war on drugs. I 
would suggest to you that we never 
even fought it. If you go into a war 
and you are not going to fight that 
battle, of course you are going to lose 
it. We have to get fair dinkum—and 
if we do not, then our kids are going 
to continue to suffer and our kids are 
going to continue to die. I find that is 
something that I am not prepared to 
tolerate. That is something that I do 
not think anybody should have to put 
up with.

As for the drug lords, the ones 
that I spoke about a moment ago, as 
far as I am concerned—and I know 
this is going to shock and horror the 
loveys in the inner suburbs—they 
should face the death penalty. We 
have a right to defend ourselves. I 
do not support the death penalty 
for everything. But certainly for 
drug lords and for terrorists I do, 
because I think we do have a right 
to defend ourselves—and these 
people are making a living out of 
killing our kids. We have a right to 
defend ourselves and we have a 
right to defend our kids, and I think 
that these drug lords—who, as I say, 
are making a fortune, are having 
a great old time on the back of the 
suffering, the pain and the deaths 
of our young people—deserve the 
death penalty. I would be very happy 
to administer it myself in fact if it 
came to that, because quite frankly 
these people disgust me in a way that 
is hard to put into words. It is hard to 
put into words just how much these 
characters disgust me, because how 
anybody can do what they do and 
sleep at night I do not know. I would 
put them to sleep all right.

I know that there is an intention 
behind this bill, and some might 
see it as a good intention. Others 
might not. I might be in that second 
section. But the fact is that this bill 
is only going to make the situation 
worse, and that is not something 
that I believe we should be involving 
ourselves in. We as parliamentarians 
have an obligation; we have a duty, 
in my view anyway, to do the right 
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me his problem is shared by quite 
a number of people who live in 
Melbourne’s west. It concerns the 
Coles warehouse in Somerton just 
across the border from my region 
and of course in Mr Ondarchie’s 
region of Northern Metro, but it 
does employ a significant number 
of my constituents. I would suggest 
very strongly this also impacts many 
other workplaces across the western 
suburbs of Melbourne. Three doses 
of the COVID so-called vaccine 
are mandated for all workers in 
the Somerton warehouse. Anyone 
can go to a Coles supermarket and 
wander around unvaxxed, but the 
people who ensure that the supply 
chain is kept in place cannot work 
without three jabs. This in my view 
is ludicrous and makes no sense at 
all. Minister, when will you end this 
ridiculous mandate and allow all 
these workers to actually work to 
feed their families?

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
10 March 2022

Drainage issues 
in Altona

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is 
directed to the Minister for Local 
Government. I am grateful to Cr 
Daria Kellander of Hobsons Bay City 
Council for bringing this matter to 
my attention. She is an outstanding 
representative of her local 
community, and I can only suggest 
that some of her council colleagues 
would do well to follow her example. 
There are significant drainage issues 
in the area bounded by Sugar Gum 
Drive, Civic Parade, Grieve Parade, 
Lugg Street and McIntyre Drive 
in Altona. I have seen the impact 
flooding has had on this area, and 
it is not a new problem. Hobsons 
Bay council says it does not have the 
money to fix it, yet it seems to have 
plenty for its latest PC stunt. It is sad 
that it is necessary for me to ask this 
question, but it is important that I do. 
Minister, will you counsel Hobsons 
Bay council on its responsibility to its 
residents to urgently get on with the 
fixing of this huge issue that impacts 
many local ratepayers?

thing. That is what we are here 
for—to do the right thing—and I 
do not believe that supporting this 
legislation today is doing the right 
thing. I think that the ramifications 
of this legislation, if passed, would 
have a severely detrimental effect on 
probably thousands of people. We 
would see people actually taking up 
drugs who otherwise would avoid 
them.

We talk about tobacco and 
cigarettes and so forth. I have often 
wondered how many people would 
take up cigarettes if they were 
illegal. Now, I am not proposing 
that, but I just wonder if it would 
be more difficult and it would save 
more people’s lives. You know, I 
have had friends who have died 
from lung cancer—smokers. I have 
often wondered if making cigarettes 
illegal—so that you cannot walk to 
your corner store; you cannot walk 
to your supermarket and just buy 
a packet of cigarettes willy-nilly—
would make it harder for people to 
buy tobacco, to buy cigarettes and to 
harm themselves in that way.

I do not believe that allowing illicit 
drugs onto our streets, and into our 
stores presumably, is the way that 
we can help people. You do not help 
people get off drugs by making them 
easier to get. It just does not make 
sense at all.

So I will not be supporting this 
bill today. The opposition will not 
be supporting this bill today, and I 
am very, very pleased about that. I 
will continue my efforts wherever 
I can to fight the evil of drugs. I 
know—indeed we all know—the evil 
that drugs bring, and we all should 
do our very best to get this cancer 
off our streets, to put it away and to 
ensure that our kids are safe from 
drug dealers and from people who 
are making huge sums of money 
off the back of the suffering of kids. 
This is something that we should all 
be committed to, and I suggest very 
strongly to members of the house 
that they join us in opposing this bill.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
09 March 2022

End of vaccine 
mandate

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to 
the Minister for Health. I have been 
contacted by a constituent who tells 

COUNCIL | Adjournment
22 March 2022

Cairnlea 
development

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My matter this evening is for 
the attention of the Minister for 
Planning. Last week I visited some 
local residents in the delightful 
area of Cairnlea, in the west of 
Melbourne. These residents have 
come to see me previously, and they 
are deeply concerned about the 
development that is going ahead in 
Cairnlea. There are probably three 
main areas of concern. The first 
one is there are not enough trees. 
Three hundred mature gum trees are 
going to be cut down to be replaced 
by 3000 presumably smaller trees, 
which of course will take some time 
to grow. What in fact they are calling 
for is the planting of 10 000 trees. 
What we need is more greenery in 
the west. We talk about the leafy 
suburbs of the eastern suburbs. 
Well, I want to see leafy suburbs in 
the western suburbs as well, and I 
think it is only fair and reasonable 
that we could start at Cairnlea. In 
fact the parts of Cairnlea that are 
already established are quite leafy, 
and that is a good thing, but what 
the government is proposing is 
something that is quite irresponsible 
in fact. We need 10 000 trees in 
Cairnlea in that new development, 
so I am hoping the minister will take 
that on board.

The playground on the hill is a 
major concern, because the hill is 
contaminated with asbestos. This 
is not something that the people 
of Cairnlea have any joy in—
sending their kids up to play in the 
playground with the asbestos. This 
is something that the people of the 
eastern suburbs, I am sure, would 
not tolerate for 1 minute, but we are 
expected to put up with it in the west. 
It is just not good enough, it stinks to 
high heaven and it just is an insult to 
the people of the western suburbs of 
Melbourne.

We also have in this particular 
development too many houses. 
We have just got too many houses. 
What the government is trying to do 
is to pack houses in, cheek by jowl, 
as it were, in a way that in fact it is 
doing right across Melbourne at the 
moment. But what I am concerned 
about in particular today is Cairnlea, 
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and visit there some day and make a 
state visit or something.

But anyway, to get back to the 
bill, having grown up on a farm, 
obviously I have a great deal of 
sympathy and indeed empathy for 
the farming community. And having 
had a substantial number of cattle—I 
do not know what a substantial 
number of cattle is, I suppose. We 
had about 150, I think, at the tops. 
For Mrs McArthur that might not 
be much, but for us it was a fair bit 
because it was a small family farm 
that supported us. My grandfather 
was a dairy farmer, his grandfather 
was a dairy farmer and on it went. I 
saw what happened to dairy farmers 
and decided I would not be a dairy 
farmer at all. But I still remember 
very, very well the challenges and 
indeed the joy that being farmers 
bought my father and my mother 
over such a long period of time. I 
do not know what my father would 
have done if somebody or a group 
of people had attempted to invade 
our home—because we lived on the 
farm. I do not know what my father 
or mother would have done if, as I 
said, a group of animal activists had 
attempted to invade our home, but I 
do know what would have happened 
if my grandfather had been visiting 
at the time, and it would have been 
very, very nasty for the animal 
activists involved, because he was 
not one to hold back and he would 
have given them what for, as they 
say in the classics. It would have 
been something that they would not 
have forgotten for a very, very long 
time, and they would not have been 
in a hurry to put their hand up to 
volunteer for such activities again.

I do not see why farmers and their 
families should have to put up with 
this. This is just a nonsense. The fact 
of the matter is that nobody cares 
more about animals than farmers—
nobody. The fact of the matter is 
that without the animals the farmers 
have got nothing. Why would they 
mistreat animals if those animals put 
food on the table?

Mrs McArthur: It makes no sense.
Mr FINN: It makes none, Mrs 

McArthur—no sense at all. It is just 
extraordinary that we have some of 
these people, usually from the inner 
city of Melbourne, come down into 
the country and push these rather 
nutty views. Some people might 
describe these people as ratbags. 
I think there is a fair chance that 
they are entitled to do that, it has 
to be said. I well recall sitting on 

and that includes the extension of 
roadways which turns them into 
dragways. And you can put your 
bottom dollar down that that is 
exactly what will happen if the plan 
as it currently is goes ahead. I am 
asking the minister to come and to 
meet with me and to meet with local 
residents who have expressed these 
concerns to me and to see for himself 
the problems that he is creating. I ask 
the minister to come out, to join us 
and to see for himself.

COUNCIL | Second reading
22 March 2022

Livestock 
Management 
Amendment 
(Animal 
Activism) Bill 
2021

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I have a great deal of pleasure 
in rising to speak on the Livestock 
Management Amendment (Animal 
Activism) Bill 2021. People may well 
be wondering why somebody from 
the western suburbs of Melbourne 
would be wanting to speak on this 
particular piece of legislation. Well, 
the fact of the matter is I am an old 
farmer. Not that old—

Members interjecting.
Mr FINN: Yes I am. I in fact grew 

up on a dairy farm down near Colac 
in a place called—well, it was an 
interesting situation, because we 
had three addresses and never 
shifted once. The post office kept 
redistributing us; I think it might 
have been a sign of things to come. 
We were being redistributed all over 
the place.

A member interjected.
Mr FINN: Yes, we were. We went 

from Warrian to Alvie to Coragulac, 
and I think we stayed at Coragulac. 
I assume that the farm that I grew 
up on is still in Coragulac, but that is 
something for another day.

Mrs McArthur interjected.
Mr FINN: I was near the lake—near 

Red Rock in fact, Mrs McArthur. I am 
sure you are very, very familiar with 
Red Rock. There is a very nice winery 
there now, I understand. I must go 

the Economy and Infrastructure 
Committee when we were examining 
this particular issue. We had quite 
a number of animal rights activists 
who put in an appearance for us, 
and one could come to only one 
conclusion, and that was that their 
ultimate agenda is to shut down 
every piece of agriculture in this 
country that has anything at all to 
do with animals. That is exactly 
what they want to do. They want 
to close down the dairy industry. 
They want to close down the beef 
industry. They want to close down 
the wool industry, the chickens, the 
ducks, the pork—whatever. Anything 
that involves any sort of animal at 
all—they want to close it down. And 
many of them who appeared before 
the committee were quite open in 
admitting that.

They are entitled to their view. 
I accept they are entitled to their 
view. I am a believer in free speech, 
and they are certainly entitled to 
hold that opinion. What they are not 
entitled to do is come onto people’s 
farms, enter people’s homes and 
terrorise them. They are not entitled 
to do that, and anybody who does 
that should face the full force of the 
law. This legislation is providing 
probably half the force of the law—
not as much as we would like—and 
indeed that is why the opposition 
is putting up an amendment. Ms 
Bath is putting up an amendment to 
double the fines that are provided for 
in this particular bill, and I certainly 
commend Ms Bath for putting up 
that amendment and very strongly 
support it, because I think we have 
to send a message to people. I have 
spoken on other pieces of legislation 
about sending a message about 
various things from this Parliament, 
and everything we do in this house 
does send a message. Doubling 
the fines in this piece of legislation 
certainly sends a message to those 
who would otherwise terrorise 
farmers and their families. It sends 
them a message that that is just not 
acceptable.

Going back to when I was on 
a farm with Mum, Dad and my 
brother and sister, it would have 
been horrifying if we had been 
raided by animal activists. We would 
have wondered why, because we 
looked after our cows and our bull 
in particular, because we could not 
actually get near the bull.

Mrs McArthur: He’s important.
Mr FINN: My very word he is 

important. I tell you what, it would 
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stop it. There are ways to ensure 
that it is stopped. You have got the 
agriculture department. You have got 
the RSPCA. You have got every form 
of government assistance known to 
man to report it to. They would step 
in, and they would stop the cruelty if 
it was occurring.

Mrs McArthur interjected.
Mr FINN: They would be charged, 

and they would go to jail. I know an 
egg producer in my electorate who 
goes to inordinate lengths to ensure 
that the chickens on his farm are well 
kept.

Ms Bath interjected.
Mr FINN: There are not many 

roosters there, it has to be said, 
Ms Bath. But he goes to inordinate 
lengths to ensure that they are well 
looked after because it is in his 
interests. Also, he does not want to 
go through the court process. He 
does not want to be charged. He does 
not want to go through court with all 
the expense that that brings and all 
the trouble that that brings. He does 
not want to go through that, and you 
can understand why. So I just say 
to those people who are absolutely 
convinced that farmers are harming 
their animals: you could not be 
further from the truth. I again go 
back to my childhood, and we loved 
those animals. As stupid as cows 
could be from time to time, we still 
loved those animals.

Mrs McArthur: It’s like sheep.
Mr FINN: Is it? Sheep? We never 

had sheep. But we had cows, and 
they were pretty dumb.

A member interjected.
Mr FINN: They were. They were not 

smart. No, they were pretty dopey. 
But nonetheless we loved them and 
we cared for them. I remember Dad 
going to extraordinary lengths to 
make sure that they were well looked 
after. And that is what farmers do. 
They did it then—my grandfather 
and my great-grandfather did it; 
my father did it—and people are 
still doing it today. Farmers care 
about their animals. This is a point 
that I cannot emphasise too much: 
farmers care about their animals 
because they have a vested interest 
in ensuring that their animals are 
well looked after. The fact of the 
matter is that a lot of farmers are 
farmers because they love animals. 
They want to be around animals. 
That is why they love being in the 
country. They love being on the land 
because they love the animals—they 
love their farm dogs, they love their 
cattle and they love their horses. This 

not be a bad gig, would it? But he is 
very important.

Mrs McArthur: Hard work.
Mr FINN: I do not know; he 

seemed to enjoy it. Good luck to him, 
I have always said. But we looked 
after the calves, we looked after our 
cattle dogs and we looked after an 
ever-increasing number of cats. I 
have never been sure where they 
came from, but we looked after them 
as well. We had a firm commitment 
to ensuring that the animals in our 
care were cared for. They were in the 
best nick. And our horses too, I might 
say. We had two horses. One was—

Ms Bath: A Clydesdale?
Mr FINN: Not a Clydesdale. One 

was a Shetland pony called Shrimp, 
strangely enough, and the other one 
was a pony called Jodie. I have met 
a few Jodies since, and there is a 
strong family similarity in a number 
of the cases. But to get back to what 
I was saying, we actually cared for 
these animals. I have known a huge 
number of farmers, an enormous 
number of farmers. I grew up, as I 
said, in a farming community, and I 
still go back to visit my family, many 
of whom are still down in Colac, still 
working farms. It has now moved 
on to the next generation. This is 
the fourth, maybe fifth, generation 
in some instances where they are 
working the farm. And they care for 
these animals. For anybody to say 
that they do not betrays their total 
ignorance of what goes on on the 
farm.

I think what this is largely about 
is just that point. The people who 
condemn farmers for farming are 
ignorant of what that involves. 
They are totally ignorant of what 
that involves. As I said before, if 
farmers did not care about the 
animals, many of them, I presume, 
would die. Certainly they would not 
produce milk or they would not be 
of a standard to bring the money 
at sale that farmers would expect. 
It would be self-defeating in every 
way to mistreat animals. I am sure 
today there are animal activists out 
there, and I say good luck to them. 
If people are interested in issues 
and world affairs and politics, that is 
great. I think that is wonderful, but to 
take the next step to invade people’s 
homes, that is not on—particularly 
for no reason at all.

If you have got proof that animals 
are being mistreated, if you have 
got proof that animals are being 
cruelly treated, I do not suggest 
that you invade people’s homes to 

is something that perhaps people 
in North Fitzroy do not understand, 
that is probably true, but it is about 
time they did.

I know Mr Meddick is preparing 
to give me a blast here, but I would 
say to Mr Meddick that if he was 
really keen to speak to farmers about 
this particular subject he would 
know that farmers, wherever they 
are, whoever they are, maybe with 
the odd exception, overwhelmingly 
love and care for their animals. I do 
not oppose this bill, and I wish it a 
speedy passage.

COUNCIL | Members statements
22 March 2022

Senator 
Kimberley 
Kitching

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— Very early in my days in this place 
Kimberley Kitching introduced 
herself to me. I thought at the time 
she was a delightful person, and in 
our very few contacts since—too few 
contacts since—I had no reason to 
change my mind. When she became 
Senator Kitching I quickly came to 
admire her capacity for independent 
thought, a quality not always 
appreciated by political parties. I 
also came to admire her strength of 
character and courage in pursuing 
issues that might impact adversely 
on her career path. She was a woman 
with great conscience, and I deeply 
regret her passing. We need more 
like Kimberley Kitching, not less.

Following my shock and distress 
upon hearing of her death, I was 
appalled by revelations of bullying, 
intimidation and harassment against 
Senator Kitching by senior members 
of her own party. Whether they 
be ‘mean girls’ or a ‘cantankerous 
cabal’, it seems clear Senators Wong, 
Keneally and Gallagher are not fit to 
represent anyone in any parliament. 
As for the champions of women’s 
rights, we have not heard a word 
from Grace Tame, Lisa Wilkinson, 
Julia Banks or, for that matter, the 
whole of EMILY’s List—no credibility 
from them at all. As was noted by 
Kimberley’s husband, Andrew 
Landeryou, yesterday, she deserved 
better. She most certainly did; she 
deserved so much better. She will 
long be remembered for all the right 
reasons.
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years has been the advent of videos 
of our speeches so that we can put 
them up on our Facebook page and 
our constituents can actually see us 
in action, can actually be aware of 
the issues that we are raising, can 
get involved and can feel that they 
are part of the process. That is a very 
good thing, and I have to say I have 
had enormous positive feedback as a 
result of that initiative.

At Hobsons Bay, for a councillor 
to put his or her contribution on 
Facebook, they first must ask the 
officers for permission. I find it 
absolutely astonishing that an 
elected councillor who has made a 
speech at the council meeting has 
to then go and ask some unelected 
officer for his or her permission to 
use the video of their speech on their 
Facebook page. I mean, it is their 
image; it is their words. They are the 
ones who should decide whether it 
should go up or not, not some officer 
out the back. It seems extraordinary 
to me that this situation occurs. I am 
reliably, I believe, informed that if a 
councillor was to go ahead and post 
a video without the permission of 
the council officers, all hell would be 
likely to break loose and all manner 
of punishments would come the way 
of the offending councillor.

Minister, this is just a ridiculous 
situation and it has to end. I am 
asking you, Minister, to please 
step in and speak to the Hobsons 
Bay City Council and ensure that 
the councillors have total control 
over what they post on their own 
Facebook page.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
23 March 2022

Cairnlea green 
canopy

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Energy, Environment 
and Climate Change. As the minister 
would be aware, I am a long-
time supporter of planting trees 
throughout Melbourne’s west. I 
long for the day when media reports 
refer to the leafy western suburbs. 
The new development at Cairnlea 
provides an ideal opportunity to 
grow the green canopy that we 
should all be promoting. As things 
stand, the development will begin 
by removing 300 mature trees—not 
a great start. The proposal is then 

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
22 March 2022

Closure of Gap 
Road, Sunbury

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Transport Infrastructure. 
I understand the minister, 
accompanied by the Premier, visited 
Sunbury yesterday to announce that 
Gap Road would be closed for seven 
months from the end of May. Now, 
I have been in Sunbury when one 
of the only two crossings has been 
closed before, and let me assure you 
it was a disaster area, with traffic 
gridlocked for many miles around. 
The prospect of this occurring for 
at least seven months has horrified 
the Sunbury community, and after 
what happened with the removal 
of the nearby roundabout there 
are great fears this closure will be 
for a lot longer than the suggested 
seven months. Minister, yesterday 
you said the decision to close Gap 
Road had been well communicated 
to Sunbury residents, yet I can find 
no-one who has received such 
notification. Minister, when were 
the communications you referred to 
made, and who was consulted in this 
decision?

COUNCIL | Adjournment
23 March 2022

Hobsons Bay City 
Council

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I wish to raise a matter for the 
attention of the Minister for Local 
Government this evening. It is 
something that I do feel very strongly 
about, particularly with regard to 
how some councillors are treated 
by their own councils, and I find it a 
little bit bemusing when unelected 
officers seem to have more power 
than elected councillors. It seems to 
me to defeat the purpose of having 
a council if you are going to allow 
these officers to run roughshod over 
elected councillors.

I draw the minister’s attention 
in particular to the Hobsons Bay 
City Council. I am sure the minister 
will agree that one of the greatest 
innovations in this place of recent 

to plant a mere 3000 new trees in 
what is a substantial development. 
We need 10 000 new trees planted in 
this development for it to have a real 
and positive impact on residents in 
the new community. Minister, will 
you join me and local residents in 
opposing the destruction of the 300 
trees on death row and support an 
increase in the number of new trees 
to 10 000 and lobby your colleague, 
the Minister for Planning, on this 
most important matter?

COUNCIL | Motions
23 March 2022

Duck hunting
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— I rise to support the motion 
moved by Mr Bourman on duck 
hunting and the protesting against 
duck hunting, and I have to say to 
the house straight up that I have 
never been duck hunting in my life. 
I am not a hunter at all, but I do 
not under any circumstances deny 
anybody the right to hunt if that is 
their desire. If that is what they want 
to do, good luck to them. That is a 
fair and reasonable thing. I know I 
have spoken to a number of farmers 
in fact who have told me what would 
happen if duck hunting was banned. 
The ducks that would come in would 
destroy the crops and cause them 
some considerable ruination in fact if 
that were allowed to happen. So I am 
very happy to support Mr Bourman’s 
motion today. I am very happy to 
continue the duck-hunting season 
because I think that is something 
that is a fair and reasonable thing.

I just wonder, particularly after 
listening to Ms Patten—I am loathe 
to call Ms Patten a hypocrite, 
because, apart from the fact that that 
would probably be unparliamentary, 
I just do not want to do that—that 
I think her sense of justice perhaps 
is way off the beam. It is entirely 
warped.

Mrs McArthur: It’s misplaced.
Mr FINN: Well, misplaced is an 

understatement, Mrs McArthur. That 
is way under an understatement. 
Can I just say this is the same woman 
who came into this place and told 
us that anybody praying, anybody 
offering help outside an abortuary, 
could not do so and would have to 
be locked away if indeed they did 
that. So remember that when she 
gets up here, talking about ‘We’ve 
got to protect the ducks, we’ve got 
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and Bulla and indeed many parts 
of the western suburbs in danger, 
so it is actually removing itself 
from the scene altogether legally. I 
think that is appalling. It is an act of 
cowardice, really, and it is also an act 
of gross negligence on the part of a 
government that just specialises in 
negligence.

I am absolutely flummoxed to 
understand why this government 
would feel the necessity to turn its 
back on the people of the north-west 
of Melbourne in particular but of 
other parts of the west as well where 
this soil will travel via trucks, spilling 
all over the place.

A member interjected.
Mr FINN: I would not go via 

Melton—that is a fair hike—but 
it certainly would come up the 
Tulla freeway, potentially spilling 
that PFAS-contaminated soil or 
sludge everywhere as it goes. It is 
a major problem, and it is putting 
many, many thousands, tens of 
thousands and maybe hundreds 
of thousands, of people’s lives in 
danger throughout the north-west in 
particular and throughout the west 
of Melbourne. So I am asking the 
Premier to reverse this decision, to 
not turn his back on the people of the 
west of Melbourne and to meet his 
responsibilities—to stand up and do 
his job.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
24 March 2022

Toxic soil threat
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Energy, Environment 
and Climate Change. Yesterday 
Sunbury suffered its first major spill 
from a truck carrying sludge from the 
West Gate Tunnel Project. We do not 
know if the sludge was contaminated 
by carcinogenic PFAS material, 
but even if it was not, it is a sign of 
things to come. It is not just residents 
near the toxic soil dump who are 
endangered by this material but 
motorists, pedestrians, residents and 
traders right along the route between 
the tunnel and the Sunbury Road 
toxic soil dump. More than 800 extra 
trucks per day will be a threat on 
wheels to the health and wellbeing 
of tens if not hundreds of thousands 
of people in Melbourne’s west. 
This is an intolerable situation. We 
should not be put in such a position. 
Minister, this is a major threat to the 

to allow people to go in and protest 
against the ducks’, this is the same 
woman who led the charge to 
ban people who were peacefully 
praying or offering help outside 
abortion clinics in Victoria. Just a 
phenomenal backflip; she should 
be in the Olympics. It just stuns me 
when I hear people offering that 
sort of warped logic. It is beyond 
me—those who think that ducks are 
more important than babies. That 
absolutely mystifies me. When I hear 
people say that you can go in and 
you can save a duck but you cannot 
stand out the front and try and save 
a baby—can somebody explain 
the logic of that to me, because 
I do not understand it. I support 
Mr Bourman’s motion, as indeed 
does the opposition, and I urge the 
government to do likewise, because 
I think it is a fair and reasonable 
motion and one that we should 
support.

COUNCIL | Adjournment
24 March 2022

West Gate Tunnel 
soil

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My adjournment this evening 
is addressed to the Premier, and it 
concerns the spill—the first major 
spill—that we had in Sunbury 
yesterday of sludge which may 
or may not have been PFAS-
contaminated. The date of that—
yesterday—was almost more than 
a coincidence, because today we 
find out when reading the West Gate 
Tunnel Project agreement third 
amending deed that the government 
has completely taken responsibility 
for any potential disaster away from 
itself and given it to a company 
called BSF. Members may well 
speculate on what BSF stands for, 
and I have got a few ideas myself, but 
apparently it is Bulla Spoils Facility 
Pty Ltd. This company has been set 
up specifically, as I understand it, to 
carry the can for any disasters that 
may occur as a result of the dumping 
of the toxic soil from the West Gate 
Tunnel.

The fact that the government has 
thought it necessary to remove 
responsibility from itself for 
this I find quite appalling. This 
government knows the threats. This 
government knows that its actions 
are putting the people of Sunbury 

environment that my constituents 
live in. What are you going to do to 
protect the people of the west from 
this threat?

COUNCIL | Adjournment
05 April 2022

Sex education
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— I wish to raise a matter this 
afternoon for the attention of the 
Minister for Education, and I have 
to say it is not often in this job I am 
absolutely shocked. I thought I had 
seen everything, but this one is just 
beyond words. It is a note from a 
constituent who said:

Hi Bernie this is a worksheet 
that my 10 year old daughter 
brought home from school.

It includes a photo of the 
worksheet, and it continues:

Part of her homework was 
to discuss with her father his 
erections and ejaculation. I 
find this very disturbing and 
sickening.

As indeed do I, I have to say. The 
note continues:

I have complained to the school 
and was told it was just part 
of the curriculum. Can you 
advise who else I should make a 
complaint to.

Well, I could go on for days about 
whom she could complain to. She 
said:

My daughter still plays with 
dolls and writes letters to the 
Tooth Fairy there is no way any 
little girl should be told to ask 
these questions.

Well, so say all of us. What the 
hell is going on in this state when 
10-year-old girls are told to go home 
and talk to their father about his 
erections and about his ejaculations? 
What the hell is going on here? 
How the hell are we supposed to 
protect our kids when this sort of 
perversion is in our schools? This 
is what is being dished up to them 
on a daily basis—and at primary 
school, not even a secondary school 
but a primary school. This is just 
unbelievable. It is staggering. I have 
three daughters. I could not imagine 
the reaction of any of them if they 
were told to do that. They would be 
traumatised for life. I do not think 
they would ever recover. I am not 
sure I would ever recover.
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COUNCIL | Constituency questions
05 April 2022

Road funding in 
Melbourne’s west

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to 
the Minister for Roads and Road 
Safety. In asking this question I 
take the opportunity to commend 
the mayor of the City of Melton, 
Cr Goran Kesic, and the Melton 
council on being proactive on the 
issues that impact their residents 
the most. In particular I refer to the 
Melton council’s recently launched 
Fix Our Roads campaign—and I see 
Mrs McArthur nodding furiously in 
agreement, as she and I both share 
this municipality. This campaign 
is in response to the government’s 
neglect of Melton city’s roads’ needs. 
If we can extend that a little further, 
I would include all of Melbourne’s 
west’s roads’ needs. Some of the 
roads of the west have remained in 
their original state, untouched by 
upgrades, despite the fact that they 
now service high-population areas. 
These roads have no hope of properly 
servicing the massive increase in 
traffic over recent years. Minister, will 
you take the opportunity this budget 
provides to give Melbourne’s west 
road funding justice?

COUNCIL | Adjournment
06 April 2022

Middle Road, 
Truganina

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I wish to raise a matter this 
evening on the adjournment for the 
Minister for Roads and Road Safety. 
The minister will recall—well, he 
may not, but hopefully he will—
that I raised the other day, it might 
have even been yesterday, that the 
Melton City Council has started 
a campaign: ‘Fix Our Roads’. This 
particular road that I refer to today 
is a VicRoads road—it needs major 
fixing, let me assure you, and urgent 
fixing at that—and that is Middle 
Road in Truganina. I would like to 
thank Wendy Bitans from Truganina. 
She is a regular correspondent on 
a number of subjects. Wendy has 
been kind enough to point out to me 

This is just deplorable, and it seems 
to me to be a part of the ongoing war 
by the Andrews government against 
children in particular in this state. 
Let kids be kids. A 10-year-old girl 
should not be exposed to this sort 
of material. I think it is deplorable, 
and I challenge anybody to just ask 
yourselves, here tonight: would you 
be happy if you had a 10-year-old 
and she was told to go home to talk 
to her dad about his ejaculation and 
his erections? Would you be happy 
with that? Would you be relaxed 
about that? My God, I would not 
be. I would be horrified. Indeed 
we should all be horrified. So I ask 
the minister to conduct an urgent 
investigation to remove this material 
and ensure that no other child is 
put in the situation that this poor 
10-year-old little girl has been put in 
at this point.

COUNCIL | Members statements
05 April 2022

Federal Election
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— It is often said that the first 
casualty of war is truth. Truth is sadly 
all too often a casualty of election 
campaigns as well. Anyone travelling 
along the Tullamarine Freeway 
just near Essendon Fields will see 
a huge and very expensive sign 
above the roadway that screams the 
message ‘Save our NDIS’. It is clearly 
indicating the NDIS is somehow 
under threat, something I have never 
heard suggested by anyone. The 
sign is part of the campaign for the 
re-election of the federal member 
for Maribyrnong. He is the same 
member for Maribyrnong who as the 
opposition leader at the last election 
championed the false and grossly 
misleading Mediscare campaign. 
He has form. I must admit to more 
than a small degree of scepticism 
regarding the NDIS, a massive 
welfare program based in Canberra. 
I am delighted to say I have largely 
been proved wrong. For the member 
for Maribyrnong to now indulge in 
attempting to put fear into families 
of children with disabilities—as 
well as adults with disabilities—is 
disgraceful. He of all people should 
know better. His advertisement is 
shameful. It is wrong. The re-election 
of the Morrison government poses 
no threat to the future of the NDIS. 
Is it any wonder, any wonder at all, 
that the member for Maribyrnong is 
known out our way as ‘Bull Shittin’?

something that I may have let slip 
from my memory, and that is the 
state of Middle Road in Truganina. 
This would have to be one of the 
worst roads in Victoria. It is just a 
shocker. It feeds on and off Hopkins 
Road, and I am told by Mrs Bitans 
this is a designated fire track. How 
the hell a fire truck could get down 
there I have no idea. It is absolutely 
shocking; it is shocking.

We really need the minister to 
take some pretty decisive action on 
this, particularly with the budget 
coming up. It would seem to me 
this should be a priority for an area 
that is growing so rapidly, an area 
that was once—yes, it was once—
country. It now has huge numbers 
of cars and trucks and various other 
vehicles using the roads, and we 
need the appropriate attention 
from government to make sure that 
these roads are maintained—not 
just maintained but built up to 
the standard that they should be. 
Particularly Middle Road is extremely 
important. If anything happens on 
Hopkins Road, well, Middle Road 
is it. That is the bottom line. If huge 
numbers of cars were to be diverted 
onto Middle Road, I fear to think 
what might happen. It would not be a 
pleasant thing.

I join Mrs Bitans and indeed many 
local people in the Truganina area 
in asking the minister, as a matter 
of urgency, to fix Middle Road, to 
bring it up to a reasonable standard, 
to bring it out of the century before 
last and to bring it up to a standard 
that we would find acceptable and 
reasonable in 2022.

COUNCIL | Motions
06 April 2022

Political 
donations

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— What a joy it was to listen to Mr 
Tarlamis. Certainly the government 
put up somebody who knows what 
they are doing. I think he actually 
wrote the legislation, so he absolutely 
knows what he is talking about, and 
indeed to an uninformed bystander 
he almost sounded reasonable. But 
when he talked about transparency, 
well, I was chortling away to myself, 
if not guffawing just a tad, because 
when anybody from this government 
talks about transparency we know 
they are having a lend of us, because 
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transparency. If you going to talk 
about transparency, you have got to 
make sure that it stacks up. As I said 
a moment ago, I want to know if that 
transparency allows us to see the 
$15 million that they spent on spin 
doctors and the $80 million that they 
spent on advertising.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr 
Bourman): Mr Finn, government 
expenditure is not part of this. It is 
about donations and things like that. 
Let us just keep it on track, please.

Mr FINN: Acting President, I am 
disappointed that you did not have a 
similar view when Mr Tarlamis was 
speaking. He was allowed to speak 
about transparency, but I am not, 
and that seems to me to be a little bit 
odd, a little bit inconsistent. But I am 
not one to criticise the Chair. As the 
house would know, I would never do 
that.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr 
Bourman): I am trying to keep a 
straight face right now, Mr Finn. Let 
us just move on.

Mr Ondarchie: On a point of 
order, Acting President, I draw your 
attention to item (1) of Mr Hayes’s 
motion today, which I will read to 
you:

it is critical for public trust in 
democracy that impartiality in 
government decision-making 
not only exists but is seen to 
exist …

Mr Finn is going to that in 
his contribution today about 
government advertising and lack of 
impartiality. I think he is quite on 
point, Chair, and I ask you to review 
your decision.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr 
Bourman): Reviewed. I am still going 
to stick to it.

Members interjecting.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr 

Bourman): Would you like me to call 
the President, Mr Ondarchie?

Mr Ondarchie: I have not asked for 
that yet.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr 
Bourman): Sorry, I thought you were. 
Mr Finn, let us keep it going, if we 
can.

Mr FINN: If you can give me some 
notes on what I am allowed to say 
and what I am not allowed to say, 
that would be a very good thing, 
because I am going to stick at the 
motion.

As Mr Ondarchie has said, the first 
point of Mr Hayes’s motion makes it 
very, very clear that there should be 
impartiality and indeed it should not 

this government we know will take 
you to the cleaners at the drop of 
a hat. They are not big on telling 
anybody what they are doing, and 
they will take taxpayers money at the 
drop of a hat for their own purposes.

We heard Mr Tarlamis tell us about 
the caps on this and the caps on 
that: ‘Only $1000 a year’ and ‘The 
unions can’t give us any more than 
the business community does’ and 
all that. He told us about the caps, 
but what I want to know is whether 
the caps include the $15 million that 
has gone into employing 154 spin 
doctors to promote their Big Build 
program. That is what I would like to 
know—$15 million there. Does the 
cap include the $80 million—$80 
million of taxpayers money, I 
might say—that the government 
is spending on advertising that 
is grossly political? The Auditor-
General has found you with your 
fingers in the till—

Mr Tarlamis: On a point of order, 
Acting President, on relevance, I am 
not sure what relevance that actually 
has to the motion that is before us.

Mr Ondarchie: On the point of 
order, Acting President, I remind Mr 
Tarlamis and others that Mr Tarlamis 
talked about transparency in his 
contribution, which absolutely gave 
Mr Finn the opportunity to talk about 
transparency in government, which 
he is doing right now.

Members interjecting.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr 

Bourman): Order! I would like Mr 
Finn to maybe talk about political 
donations and stuff. I understand 
about the transparency thing, but 
if we took it too far, we could talk 
about window glazing and stuff like 
that, so how about just speaking on 
donations?

Members interjecting.
The ACTING PRESIDENT 

(Mr Bourman): Windows are 
transparent—you were getting so far 
off the track.

Mr FINN: I knew a bloke that 
worked as a window-dresser at 
Myer once. John-Michael Howson I 
think was a window-dresser at Myer, 
wasn’t he? A while back.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr 
Bourman): Let us get back on track, 
Mr Finn.

Mr FINN: To get back to the motion 
at hand, the fact of the matter is that 
a great deal of what Mr Tarlamis 
spoke about was transparency. He 
said the whole thrust of the donation 
caps and this motion is about 

just exist but be seen to exist. So what 
I want to know is: where is our—what 
is it—$95 million? I have not even 
got to the union contribution as yet, 
because the unions kick in millions 
of dollars to Labor campaigns, as 
we know. They might not be in the 
funds of the ALP. They might not 
have their own Aldi bag stashed with 
cash, but they certainly contribute 
vast sums of money, as we have 
seen in previous years, to running 
campaigns in support of the ALP. We 
have seen that time and time again. 
I have absolutely no doubt it will 
happen again in the federal election 
and again later this year in the state 
election.

What we have seen in fact with 
this motion that Mr Tarlamis went 
on about at very great length is 
an attempt—I do not know how 
successful; we will find out in the 
fullness of time—by the government 
to nobble the opposition. That is 
what this government has done, and 
it is certainly in total contravention 
of impartiality in government 
decision-making. It does not exist, 
and it is seen not to exist. Anybody 
who knows anything about it will 
see that. Despite the charm and 
the smoothness of Mr Tarlamis, the 
people out there—people listening 
to this debate today—will know. 
People listening to this debate today 
are educated people. They know the 
scams that the Labor Party pull off. 
They know what they are like.

Members interjecting.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr 

Bourman): Order! It is getting hard 
to hear Mr Finn, which is a very 
unusual thing. Can everyone just 
keep it down. Mr Finn, as you were.

Mr FINN: Thank you, Acting 
President. I was just talking about 
the scams that the Labor Party pull at 
election times. People out there will 
understand when I talk about that.

I can certainly sympathise with Mr 
Hayes’s motion. Sadly I cannot vote 
for it, but I can sympathise with his 
motives, and they are pure. They are 
pure motives, unlike Mr Tarlamis’s 
motives—look, he is just devastated. 
He is just devastated over there, I can 
see.

Mr Tarlamis: You’ve broken my 
heart.

Mr FINN: He is a sensitive new-
age man—a SNAG, that is right. 
He is a sensitive new-age guy over 
there. And the fact that he wrote the 
legislation with a pure heart—if you 
believe that, fair dinkum, you will 
believe anything. Well, he knows 



FEBRUARY TO JUNE 2022 FINN IN 
THE HOUSE24

and something that would help an 
inordinate number of people who 
might otherwise just let it go through 
to the keeper. Any sort of assault 
but sexual assault in particular is 
something that should face the full 
wrath of the law, and this proposal 
put forward by Mr Grimley today 
I believe will get the ball rolling. 
I commend him for putting this 
motion forward, and indeed I 
commend the motion to the house. I 
assure you that certainly it will have 
my support—not just this motion 
today but if indeed the government 
was to pick it up and run with it, 
then it would certainly have my 
support in terms of legislation as 
well. I sincerely hope that we can 
see this in legislation in the not-too-
distant future, and I hope that the 
government members will accept 
that and take it on board. Certainly I 
very strongly support this motion.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
06 April 2022

Domestic 
violence funding: 
GenWest

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is for 
the Minister for Health. Domestic 
violence is a dreadful blight on the 
western suburbs of Melbourne. 
Women and children are too often 
the victims of violence and abuse in 
a place where they should always feel 
safe, their own homes. Melbourne’s 
six lockdowns over 2020 and 2021 
have added to the domestic violence 
numbers significantly. In its previous 
incarnation as Women’s Health West, 
GenWest helped victim-survivors of 
domestic violence in Melbourne’s 
west for many years. The name 
change has not changed its role nor 
has it changed the desperate need 
GenWest has for greater support, 
particularly right now. In a recent 
meeting with the acting CEO of 
GenWest I heard exactly how dire 
the situation is. GenWest needs more 
help in order to meet the needs of 
an increasing number of people in 
the west. Minister, will you ensure 
the forthcoming budget adequately 
meets these needs?

what he has done. He has nobbled 
the opposition, and he said he is 
very proud of that, as indeed are the 
Labor Party—and they gave you your 
reward, comrade. They gave your 
reward. And there you are, sitting 
over there, lording over all, and that 
has got to be a good thing for you, I 
am sure.

But we have to come back to this 
point: if we are going to talk about 
the transparency of legislation, 
if we are going to talk about the 
transparency of our donation caps 
and so forth, it has got to be a two-
way thing. It cannot be just affecting 
one side of politics. It has got to affect 
both. Unfortunately at this point 
in time it is kicking the opposition 
fair where it should not be kicked, 
and the government is getting away 
with murder—not for the first time, 
I might say. And that is the way they 
operate. That is the way the Andrews 
government operates. They will get 
away with anything that they think 
they can. They will try it on, and 
that is what they have done with 
this legislation. As I say, despite the 
attempt by Mr Tarlamis to sell us a 
crook chook, that is the reality. The 
reality is the reality, and we cannot 
get away from it.

COUNCIL | Motions
06 April 2022

Sexual offence 
reporting

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I rise to support the motion moved 
by Mr Grimley, and in the very, 
very brief period of time I have, I 
support this motion on the basis that 
anything which helps victims achieve 
justice is a very good thing. This is 
surely that situation, because there 
is a degree—and an understandable 
degree—of reluctance on the part 
of some people to report a sexual 
offence. I think part of that is a 
feeling of humiliation, a feeling that 
it is somehow the victim’s fault that 
this happened. I, for the life of me, do 
not understand that, but that is how 
some people feel, and unfortunately 
there are some people in the 
community who go out of their way 
to make them feel like that.

I think this is a very good move if 
we can put in place a sexual assault 
reporting option in the way Mr 
Grimley has proposed. I think that 
would be a very, very good move 

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
07 April 2022

Toxic soil 
spillages in 
Sunbury and 
Bulla

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Energy, Environment 
and Climate Change. Minister, soil 
spillages are now becoming a regular 
event on Sunbury Road. Soil is 
carried in an ever-increasing number 
of trucks servicing the ill-fated West 
Gate Tunnel Project. It is bad enough 
now, but it is bound to become worse 
as the number of trucks continues 
to grow. We anticipate up to an extra 
900 heavily laden trucks per day. 
My very great concern is what will 
happen to local people and to the 
local environment when these spills 
contain carcinogenic PFAS material. 
It is almost unbelievable that the 
Andrews government has been 
instrumental in ensuring this threat 
actually exists. Minister, what are you 
doing to protect Sunbury and Bulla 
residents and the local environment 
from these soil spills?

COUNCIL | Business of the house
07 April 2022

Adjournment
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— I certainly support the 
amendment moved by Mr Davis. 
If you talk to any Victorian at the 
moment, one thing is a grave 
concern—

A member: Any Victorian?
Mr FINN: Well, just about any 

Victorian—any real Victorian. 
They are concerned about the 
transparency of this government. 
They are concerned about the 
government, and particularly they 
are concerned about a Premier that 
thinks he is better than everybody 
else. They are concerned. And I 
get correspondence, I get people 
contacting me every day, saying, 
‘Where does this government get 
off? Where does this Premier get 
off, pulling the stunts that he does 
and getting away with it?’. What we 
need is more accountability. What 
we need is some transparency. We 
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man before the first time I met him, 
after about 30 seconds I felt like I 
had known him all my life. It was just 
an extraordinary ability that he had 
to make people relaxed—to make 
people feel that indeed they had 
known him all their life.

In fact the reason that I had met 
him on those occasions was because 
his foundation, as Mr Ondarchie 
again said, had donated two buses to 
the Jacana School for Autism, where 
my son attended at the time. You 
have got to say the autism specialist 
schools are probably the poor 
cousins of the education system, 
which is very sad, but they are. They 
had buses that were, well, just about 
finished. We went to the foundation 
and said, ‘We need one bus’. They 
said, ‘How many do you really need?’. 
We said, ‘Two’. They said, ‘Righto, 
we’ll give you two’. I met Shane when 
those buses were delivered, and 
it was just a tremendous gesture. 
Because, quite frankly, I have no 
idea how we would have raised the 
money for those buses otherwise—it 
would not have been possible.

I was greatly honoured to attend 
his memorial service at the MCG 
recently. It was an amazing tribute to 
him, it was an amazing tribute to his 
career and it was an amazing tribute 
to the contribution that he made to 
Australia over decades. I think that 
everybody who was there at the MCG 
that night will remember that tribute 
and remember the man that we went 
to pay tribute to.

I offer my deepest sympathy 
to his children, and I have to say 
their performance on the night 
of his memorial service was quite 
outstanding. I have no doubt he 
would have been so proud of those 
three kids that night. They were 
just spectacular, and I congratulate 
them on that, but I also offer them 
my deepest sympathy. Shane Warne 
is now gone, sadly, but at the same 
time he will be with us, I think, 
forever. Vale, Shane Warne. May God 
bless and keep him.

COUNCIL | Adjournment
10 May 2022

Wyndham 
Harbour public 
transport

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I must say, the effectiveness of 

do not need this house to be sent 
to the backwoods for over a month 
during a sitting year. It is just quite 
nonsensical. I very strongly support 
the amendment by Mr Davis. I 
sincerely hope we do sit all week, 
because we need the Parliament to 
make this government somewhat 
accountable at least.

COUNCIL | Condolences
07 April 2022

Shane Warne
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— I join this debate today with a 
great deal of sadness, actually. I 
wish we were not having this debate 
today. I wish Shane Warne were still 
with us, and it is hard to believe that 
he has gone. I will never forget that 
feeling of shock that I felt when I 
learned of his passing—the feeling 
that indeed we had all lost somebody 
very special, and special he was in 
many, many ways. He was loved by 
Australians but particularly loved by 
Victorians.

I will give you one example of a 
night at the cricket that I was at: a 
one-dayer. I think we were playing 
the Poms at the time. It was a very 
warm evening, and I think it would 
be fair to say there was a fair section 
of the crowd that had refreshed 
exceedingly well. They were throwing 
things; they were carrying on like 
two-bob watches in the old bay 
13 area. It was on for young and 
old. Despite the PA people making 
appeals for the crowd to calm down, 
they just got worse. All of a sudden, 
Warnie appeared. Wearing a helmet, 
he walked across the MCG, stood 
in front of the crowd and beckoned 
them to calm down, which they 
almost immediately did. It was 
just extraordinary the power that 
this man had over not just cricket 
fans—I think he had it over a lot 
of Australians. He just walked out 
there by himself, on his own, and 
calmed the maddening masses. It 
is quite appropriate that where that 
crowd sat that night is now the Shane 
Warne Stand. That is a memory that 
will live with me probably forever.

I only met him a couple of times, 
but I can back Mr Ondarchie up 
when he says that when you were 
talking to Shane Warne, you were 
talking to Shane Warne. He gave you 
his undivided attention. Irrespective 
of how boring you may be, he gave 
his undivided attention. I have to 
say even though I had never met the 

the new whip is outstanding, and I 
commend him on his work in getting 
us out of here so early. The last bloke 
was not flash, so it seems.

I wish to raise a matter for 
the attention of the Minister for 
Public Transport, and it concerns 
a recent visit I made to meet with 
the management of Wyndham 
Harbour, which I think is a very, 
very exciting development down 
on the water just in Wyndham. I am 
sure—well, I hope—the minister 
is aware of Wyndham Harbour. It 
is a sensational spot and I would 
imagine, although it was a bit chilly 
down there the day I was there, on 
a warm, very pleasant day it would 
be a magnificent place to visit and 
it has, as I saw it, huge potential to 
change the way people view the 
west, the way people live in the west 
and the perception of what the west 
is all about. It is something that I 
have been excited about for quite 
some time, and when I went down 
there and saw the development 
that had occurred I was exceedingly 
impressed. I hope that it will be 
expanded upon, because I think it 
has huge potential to be expanded 
upon. I think when we foresee what 
is coming we will see hotels, we 
will see bars, we will see all sorts of 
things down there: an entertainment 
precinct where we will be able 
to sit by the water, have a sip of 
lemonade—or maybe prosecco, you 
never know—and enjoy the very 
pleasant evening, as it may be, down 
at Wyndham Harbour.

The trouble is there is very little 
public transport, and this is a 
major problem because of course 
Wyndham Harbour would have to 
be, I reckon, close to 10 kilometres 
from Werribee, which is the nearest 
railway station, and that is something 
that obviously presents a problem 
for people who are using public 
transport. So what we need is an 
extension of the current bus services 
to Wyndham Harbour. Of course 
it would not just be to Wyndham 
Harbour but would also service 
Werribee South, which is also a 
growing community, so I think 
it would bring a huge number of 
benefits to people who are moving 
into that part of Wyndham. I think it 
is really going to be something very, 
very exciting. I think a proper public 
transport system and a proper bus 
service—failing that, a train service 
at some stage might be nice too, but 
a bus service at this point—would 
be very good. So I ask the minister to 
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and was most impressed by the 
work done there and perhaps more 
importantly the enormous potential 
this development shows for the 
west. If you have not been there—if 
members have not been there—
can I suggest that you travel down 
there, down Duncans Road, and 
have a look at it, because it really is 
worthwhile. Do yourself a favour, as 
Molly would have said. Particularly 
in the warmer months Wyndham 
Harbour has much to offer locals 
and visitors alike. It is very much a 
part of the new west. The problem is 
the lack of public transport servicing 
Wyndham Harbour. Both residents 
and those who would like to visit are 
begging for better access to the area. 
The lack of public transport now 
is just not good enough. Minister, 
what plans do you have to make 
Wyndham Harbour accessible for 
those who currently have difficulty 
getting there without a motor 
vehicle? More buses are needed 
and a major improvement in the 
timetable of Wyndham Harbour is 
necessary, and it is necessary now.

COUNCIL | Adjournment
11 May 2022

Gap Road 
Medical Centre

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I raise a matter this evening on 
the adjournment for the attention of 
the Minister for Local Government. I 
have to say this is one of the strangest 
episodes that I have come across for 
quite some time. It involves the Gap 
Road Medical Centre in Sunbury and 
the management of that particular 
centre. I must declare an interest in 
that my doctor works at that centre, 
the Gap Road Medical Centre; he 
is a very good man and a damn 
good doctor too, I might say. But 
nonetheless he has a problem and 
they have a problem in that they 
have been trying for quite some 
time to have the area out the front 
of the practice properly looked 
after by council in terms of having 
it flattened and done properly so 
that cars can park there so that we 
do not have the situation at the 
moment that they have during the 
winter, when it just a great mud heap, 
and of course during summer it is 
something akin to a dust storm. It is 
quite extraordinary. The people at 
Gap Road Medical Centre have been 

review the timetable for buses to visit 
Wyndham Harbour and Werribee 
South and ensure that that service 
is provided to the people who live in 
those areas.

COUNCIL | Members statements
10 May 2022

Sunbury
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— I remember when I first visited 
Sunbury. I would have been about 
13 or 14 years of age. I actually fell 
in love with the place. I could not 
believe what a delightful place it 
was. I remember the locals right up 
until relatively recently being very 
proud of the slogan ‘City living, 
country style’, and that pretty much 
sums up Sunbury. But look what 
has happened now. If the Andrews 
Labor government had sat down and 
drawn up a plan, it could not have 
been more effective in destroying 
this beautiful place. The Sunbury 
Road disaster area—and it is a 
disaster area—just has to be seen to 
be believed. Not only are there more 
trucks than we have ever seen before, 
but of course we have the toxic soil 
dumps as well. We have the mud 
that the trucks take onto Sunbury 
Road. Now not only do we have toxic 
soil; we have toxic mud, one would 
assume. They take it in, and they take 
it out again. You can understand why 
people are very, very upset about 
what is happening there. Of course 
we have the roadworks now making 
it even worse with the relocation 
of a bottleneck. It is just absolute 
madness. Parking in Sunbury is 
insane. The government promised 
more; it has actually cut back. The 
railway crossing in Sunbury is 
going to be closed very soon. That 
will destroy business. The Andrews 
government is hell-bent on killing 
Sunbury.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
10 May 2022

Wyndham 
Harbour public 
transport

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to 
the Minister for Public Transport. I 
recently visited Wyndham Harbour 

trying for years and years and years 
to get this done, with no joy at all 
from Hume council.

Hume council is an interesting 
council, to say the very least. If you 
live in Sunbury or have anything 
to do with Sunbury at all, Hume 
council, generally speaking, does 
not want to know you. The fact 
of the matter is there is only one 
decent councillor in Sunbury, and 
unfortunately they have all ganged 
up on him and suspended him at 
the moment, which is not entirely 
surprising given the way they operate 
there.

The problem is that despite the 
Gap Road Medical Centre offering 
to pay for the works to fix up the 
land out the front of the practice, the 
Hume council will not have a bar 
of it. They have ignored them; they 
have fobbed them off for years. This 
makes no sense to me at all. I mean, 
if you go to the council, as indeed 
the doctors and the management of 
Gap Road Medical Centre have done, 
and say, ‘I will pay for these works; 
please do them’ and the council 
says no, it just makes no sense at all. 
In the meantime the patients, the 
clients, at Gap Road Medical Centre, 
of which there are many thousands, 
I can assure you—I have been there 
and seen the numbers in the waiting 
room—are suffering as a result. So I 
am asking the minister to intervene 
with the Hume council to ensure 
that the Gap Road Medical Centre 
gets the works that it needs so that 
this winter they are free of the mud 
that they have had to put up with for 
many years past.

COUNCIL | Adjournment
12 May 2022

Western 
Metropolitan 
Region Green 
Wedge Planning

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I wish to raise a matter on the 
adjournment this evening for the 
Minister for Energy, Environment 
and Climate Change. I have spoken 
in this house at least a couple of 
times before on my support for 
the greening of Melbourne’s west. 
With new subdivisions appearing 
almost daily and new suburbs 
popping up all over the place, there 
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directed to the Minister for Tourism, 
Sport and Major Events. Last night, 
along with a number of colleagues 
from both houses, I attended a 
presentation by the Western United 
Football Club upstairs in the 
Federation Room. I was delighted to 
meet players and officials, who told 
me of the club’s plans for the future, 
and I have to say their excitement 
was quite infectious. Indeed their 
plans for a new home in Tarneit 
should get everyone very excited. 
New playing fields, new facilities, 
new teams and other sports will 
be a major boost to the Wyndham 
community. It is the sort of project 
we have long wanted, particularly for 
local young people. I cannot help but 
add my support to Western United 
and its plans, and I certainly share 
its excitement. Minister, will you give 
any request for financial support for 
the Western United development in 
Tarneit serious consideration, with a 
view to a favourable response?

COUNCIL | Adjournment
24 May 2022

Sunbury level 
crossing removal

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I wish to raise a matter for the 
attention of the Minister for Small 
Business. It may be that some 
members think that I do speak about 
Sunbury a bit too much, but on this 
occasion I think it is fully justified. 
What the Sunbury township and in 
particular the business community 
of Sunbury are about to go through is 
a horror patch. They have already felt 
of course the longest lockdowns in 
the world and the economic impact 
of those lockdowns. We have seen 
the lack of parking, a problem that 
the government said it would fix 
before the last election, but in fact it 
has taken parking away. What we will 
be seeing very, very shortly, in fact 
next week, is the closure of a level 
crossing—one of only two crossings 
of the railway line in Sunbury. I have 
been in Sunbury for a long time, and 
I have seen two occasions when that 
level crossing has been closed before. 
It was usually due to an accident or 
some other problem that we had 
trouble dealing with. What it caused 
was total and absolute gridlock 
within the Sunbury township, to the 
point where, and I will recall this, 

is an urgent need for more trees to 
be planted, particularly when you 
consider the Andrews government 
has been on a cutting-down-trees 
spree on Sunbury Road. We need 
those replaced before we can get any 
further. That is in a green wedge, by 
the way. I never thought I would see 
a Labor government chopping down 
trees in a green wedge, but anyway, 
that is the way this government rolls. 
The trees I suggest would be good for 
the aesthetics, they would be good 
for air quality and, you never know, 
they might be even good for the 
environment—even for the climate. 
If that is what it takes, if I have to say 
that to get these trees, I am prepared 
to go that far.

The west needs more trees 
urgently. And I am not just talking 
about a few trees, I am talking about 
tens of thousands of trees as soon 
as possible. Visiting a local nursery 
lately I spoke to the owner, and he 
pointed out to me that many of the 
trees that are being planted in the 
west now are actually being supplied 
from the other side of Melbourne. 
That to me seems to be quite absurd 
when local nurseries could provide 
those trees, and of course they 
would not have to travel. It would 
be environmentally friendly to have 
them provided by local nurseries. 
What I am wanting is trees for the 
west from the west. I do not think it 
is asking too much. What I am asking 
the minister to do is to provide 
some leadership on this particular 
matter and to work with councils, to 
work with developers and to work 
with those voluntary groups in the 
community that are also keen to 
ensure that more trees are planted in 
Melbourne’s west. A canopy of green 
would be absolutely magnificent in 
the west. As I have said before, the 
leafy green suburbs should not be 
just in the eastern suburbs but very, 
very soon should be in Melbourne’s 
west as well. So I ask the minister 
to do that. I think it is very, very 
important, and it will go a long way 
towards making Melbourne’s west a 
more livable place for us all.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
12 May 2022

Western United 
Football Club

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is 

people just locked their cars, walked 
away and left them on the street.

The impact the closure of this level 
crossing will have on the business 
community in Sunbury is going 
to be absolutely horrific. It will be 
horrendous. What we need to do is 
find a way of assisting the business 
community. What we are going to 
see is that a lot of people from the 
Macedon Ranges, most of whom 
shop in Sunbury as their major 
regional shopping centre, are going 
to go straight to Watergardens. They 
are going to say, ‘I’m not going 
anywhere near Sunbury; we’re 
going straight to Watergardens’. 
Indeed we are going to see a lot of 
people in Sunbury saying that—they 
are not going anywhere near the 
Sunbury CBD because it will be too 
horrendous, the traffic will be just 
dreadful. We are going to see a lot 
of businesses in Sunbury under a 
lot of pressure over the next—well, 
how long is this going to take? We do 
not know. We have seen blowouts 
in Sunbury before on these sorts 
of works. We could be talking up 
to a year perhaps where this level 
crossing will be out of action.

What I am asking the minister to 
do is to put together a package of 
support for businesses in Sunbury. 
It is not something that I normally 
promote, not something that I 
normally would advocate, but 
certainly on this occasion I believe 
it is necessary. Otherwise we are 
going to see economic Armageddon 
in Sunbury over the next six, eight 
or maybe 12 months, and that is 
something that is entirely intolerable.

COUNCIL | Members statements
24 May 2022

Freedom of 
speech

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I joined the Liberal Party on 27 
February 1981. I joined because I 
believe in freedom—in particular 
freedom of speech. In the 41 years 
since, every day I have worked for 
the party that told me it too believed 
in freedom. All that came to an end 
this morning when my membership 
of the parliamentary Liberal Party 
ended, as did any claim the Victorian 
Liberal Party had as a supporter of 
freedom of speech. It is a sad day 
for me, but it is also a sad day for 
thousands of members of the Liberal 
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to happen in Melbourne in 2022. I 
suspect that the housing department 
is not doing its job. I suspect that 
the housing department is allowing 
these abuses to occur, allowing the 
great majority of people in these 
housing estates to be terrorised 
and to have their lives ruined 
without a second thought—without 
inspections, without any of the 
precautions that one would normally 
expect to see from a government 
department. So what I am asking the 
minister to do this evening is to hold 
a ministerial inquiry into the Altona 
Meadows public housing estate and 
to find out exactly what is wrong, to 
find out who is doing it, to find out 
who is responsible for allowing it to 
happen and to ensure that it stops, 
and that it stops now.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
26 May 2022

Impact of power 
outage

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question 
is to the Minister for Energy, 
Environment and Climate Change. 
Last night much of the north-west of 
Melbourne was without power. So 
widespread was the loss of electricity 
to maybe hundreds of thousands 
of people that there is no way 
this outage could be described as 
localised. Indeed Melbourne Airport 
was plunged into darkness, causing 
pandemonium for travellers arriving 
in and leaving our city. One can only 
imagine the impression this left on 
first-time visitors to Melbourne. 
They must be wondering whether 
the comparison between Victoria 
and North Korea is actually on the 
money. There were no storms or 
so-called extreme weather events in 
Melbourne last night, so many of my 
constituents are still wondering why 
they were left shivering in the dark. 
Minister, what caused this outage, 
and will you guarantee we will not 
see a repeat performance this year?

COUNCIL | Adjournment
07 June 2022

Bulla Tip
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— I wish to raise a matter this 
evening for the attention of the 

Party across the state. Tragically, the 
party that I joined is no more. The 
party of Menzies and Howard is no 
more. The party of Bolte and Kennett 
is gone. So many conservatives and 
libertarians are now right across 
Victoria without a political home. 
They look at November not knowing 
where their vote will go. It is with 
overwhelming sadness that I have to 
admit I feel exactly the same way.

COUNCIL | Adjournment
25 May 2022

Altona Meadows 
community safety

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I wish to raise a matter for the 
attention of the Minister for Housing. 
Last week I attended a meeting with 
a number of constituents along 
with Cr Daria Kellander from the 
Hobsons Bay council. These were 
residents of the Altona Meadows 
public housing estates, and they 
expressed to me their horror 
and their deep, deep distress at 
some of the things that they have 
witnessed in some of the homes in 
those estates. The overwhelming 
majority of people who live in public 
housing are decent, honourable, 
good people, but unfortunately, as 
I suppose everywhere, there is a 
section of the community that does 
not meet that criteria. Unfortunately 
these ladies told me about what 
they have been going through: 
the fact that a 79-year-old woman 
has been terrorised in her own 
home by her neighbours for three 
years; the substance abuse that has 
created havoc right through many 
of these streets and suburbs; and 
the woman who walks down their 
street swinging a golf club destroying 
everything as she goes. Imagine 
having to put up with that every day. 
I do not think that anybody should 
have to put up with that sort of thing. 
There are major drug issues. There 
is no question there are major drug 
issues in the Altona Meadows public 
housing estates.

This is having a major impact on 
mental health. One of the women 
that I met with last week was in tears 
at the meeting just recalling what 
she has to go through and what her 
relatives have to go through. It is 
not fair, it is not right, and it is just 
beyond comprehension that we 
could have this situation allowed 

Minister for Energy, Environment 
and Climate Change. The minister 
might be pleased to know that I 
have no intention of raising with 
her this evening the matter of the 
Ombudsman’s report into the EPA’s 
dereliction of duty on the dumping 
of carcinogenic PFAS material near 
Sunbury and Bulla, but I can assure 
her that is coming. That is coming; 
you can put the house on that.

I wish to raise with her tonight 
the matter concerning an issue just 
down the road at the Bulla tip. At the 
Bulla tip there have been a number 
of fires in recent times, one as late 
as just last week, and we know that 
there has been over a period of 
time asbestos dumped at that tip. 
As Sunbury grows closer to the tip 
and the number of vehicles using 
Sunbury Road grows ever more by 
the day—in fact more by the hour, as 
it were—we must be very concerned 
about what any smoke or any fire 
impact would have on people who 
are passing or people who are 
living nearby. We are very, very 
concerned about the environmental 
disaster that the minister and this 
government have allowed to occur 
in Sunbury Road. It is a disgrace. It is 
a disgrace what this government has 
been allowed to do.

Mr Ondarchie interjected.
Mr FINN: Have I been there? I have 

been there. Has she been there? I 
tell you what, if the minister went 
there, she might not get back. I tell 
you what, such is the anger of people 
in Sunbury and Bulla that if Lily 
D’Ambrosio came out to Sunbury 
and Bulla she might not get back 
to wherever the hell she lives—in 
Brunswick or wherever it is.

I am livid at what has happened 
there, and what I am asking the 
minister to do—apart from her job, 
which would be a good start—is to 
give us an assurance that she has 
this situation under control, that 
the safety and the health of people 
in Sunbury and Bulla and those 
travelling past on Sunbury Road is 
her first priority and that she has 
the matter under control. We want 
guarantees that these fires in the 
Bulla tip, which seem to be ongoing, 
are not impacting lives and are not 
impacting health. We need to know. 
We need an assurance from the 
minister that she has all of this under 
control. I have no confidence, I have 
to say, in the minister. I do not think 
there is anybody in this state who has 
any confidence in the minister. But I 
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that I am receiving of elderly people 
who are hard up for dollars going to 
bed at lunchtime just to keep warm. 
I think it is deplorable that we have a 
situation where the best we can offer 
somebody who has worked all their 
life and has paid taxes all their life, 
the best we can do in their twilight 
years, is say to them, ‘You go to bed 
at lunchtime and stay in bed for the 
rest of the day just to keep warm’. 
That to my way of thinking is just 
not acceptable in a civilised society. 
This impending energy crisis is really 
going to hit the west of Melbourne 
very, very hard. There are a lot of 
battlers out in the west, people who 
work very hard. They pay their taxes, 
they raise their families, they live 
very close to the wind in terms of 
finances. They are good, honourable, 
decent people, and they are going to 
be hit by this thing.

The thing that really annoys me 
more than anything else is that this 
crisis that we are talking about is 
man made. You do not have to look 
too far to see that this can be avoided 
very, very simply, and I am asking 
the minister tonight to do just that. 
The fact that we do not have enough 
electricity and the fact that we do not 
have enough gas can be solved very 
quickly. You do not need a meeting 
of the great minds of Australia to 
come up with a solution to this 
particular situation. We have over 
300 years worth of coal down in the 
Latrobe Valley. If we use that to make 
more electricity, then that obviously 
is going to help the situation. If we 
allow drilling for natural gas, then 
obviously that is going to help. So 
what I am asking the minister to do 
tonight is put aside this nonsense 
of a climate emergency, which 
does not exist and I doubt ever will, 
and take on board the very real 
concerns of average Victorians—
Victorian families as well as Victorian 
workers—who are absolutely 
terrified of what is coming. Use the 
resources that we have, and this so-
called crisis will go away. It is not a 
difficult proposition for the minister 
to understand—even she should be 
able to.

COUNCIL | Investigation into 
Environment Protection Authority 
Decisions on West Gate Tunnel 
Project Spoil Disposal
08 June 2022

Ombudsman
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— I rise to speak on the Victorian 
Ombudsman’s Investigation into 
Environment Protection Authority 
Decisions on West Gate Tunnel 
Project Spoil Disposal. I want to 
thank the Ombudsman for the 
work that she has done on this and 
commend her most strongly for 
officially confirming what many 
of us have known in the western 
suburbs for some time, and that is 
that the Andrews government has 
been bullying and has been unduly 
influencing the EPA and various 
other bodies for quite some time 
on this issue. I refer to Ms Deborah 
Glass’s foreword in this report, where 
she says:

While senior officials denied 
there was any government 
interference, there is little doubt 
the EPA was under pressure 
to ‘fix’ the problem to get the 
project back on track.

And that is the bottom line. What 
we are seeing in Sunbury Road at 
the moment, what we are seeing 
between Sunbury and Bulla, is a 
direct result of a decision made 
by the Andrews government, 
not the EPA. The EPA is a useless 
organisation that is being told what 
to do by government and it just 
meekly follows whatever it is told, 
and that is clear. It is clear from 
this report. The EPA might as well 
be wound up. I do not know how 
many millions of dollars it spends 
every year or how much it costs 
the taxpayer, but it might as well be 
wound up for all the good it does. 
This report clearly indicates that the 
people really making the decisions in 
the EPA are the Premier’s office and 
the minister. And that is something 
that I think we are all infuriated 
about, particularly those of us who 
live out that way. The Ombudsman 
said:

Residents … were ‘left in the 
dark’.

People expressed concerns 
about ‘toxic soil’, including 
fears it might increase the risk 
of birth defects and terminal 
illness in the community, and 
worries about dumping it close 

ask her at least to tell us what the hell 
is going on.

COUNCIL | Members statements
07 June 2022

Democratic 
Labour Party

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— It is with enormous pride that I 
rise in this house for the first time 
representing the Democratic Labour 
Party. The DLP has a long and proud 
history of serving the people of 
Victoria, and it is my intention to 
uphold that tradition and indeed 
expand it. According to the Supreme 
Court of Victoria the DLP is really 
and legally the real labour party. The 
DLP in itself is a conservative labour 
party totally committed to working 
in the best interests of workers, small 
businesses, family farms and indeed 
families themselves. In my new role 
I will be adamant in my support for 
freedom for all, including those who 
cannot speak for themselves.

The Andrews government must 
return to Victorians all rights and 
freedoms that it has removed from 
the people of this state immediately, 
beginning with the total abolition 
of all mandates. The impending 
energy crisis is man-made. The 
government should immediately 
allow exploration for further gas 
supply and the use of existing coal 
supplies to ease the financial pain 
felt by families right across this state. 
I will continue to speak up for the 
people of Melbourne’s west and fight 
for the fair go that they have long 
been denied by both ALP and Liberal 
governments. I will be telling them 
the DLP is on their side. Going on 
the reaction I have received in recent 
days, they already know it and are 
more than happy to embrace what 
the DLP has to offer.

COUNCIL | Adjournment
08 June 2022

Energy policy
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— I wish to raise a matter this 
evening for the Minister for Energy, 
Environment and Climate Change. 
Can I express my very, very deep 
concern about the impending energy 
crisis that is about to hit us and say 
that I am very distressed by reports 



FEBRUARY TO JUNE 2022 FINN IN 
THE HOUSE30

and on this occasion they have. I will 
speak again on this report at the first 
opportunity.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
08 June 2022

Queen Street 
bridge, Altona 
Meadows

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to 
the Minister for Roads and Road 
Safety. In 2020 the government 
strengthened the Queen Street 
bridge in Altona Meadows. 
Unfortunately, despite a strong 
local campaign, the project did not 
include provision for a safe and 
accessible crossing for cyclists and 
pedestrians. Surprise, surprise—the 
Andrews government ignored the 
local community yet again. The 
Queen Street bridge carries over 
19 000 vehicles a day, and it poses a 
major threat to pedestrians and to 
cyclists attempting to cross it. This 
is a significant safety issue for many 
of my constituents. Hobsons Bay 
council has confirmed the detailed 
design work is ready, and I commend 
Cr Daria Kellander for her ongoing 
pursuit of this issue. The only thing 
missing is a funding commitment 
from the state government. Minister, 
this is an urgent matter. When 
will the government provide the 
necessary funding for the Queen 
Street crossing to be built?

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
09 June 2022

Monitoring 
of Hume City 
Council

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to 
the Minister for Local Government. 
The area covered by Hume City 
Council is a major growth area 
in Melbourne’s north and north-
west. Thousands of new dwellings 
are currently under construction, 
with growth in business centres 
to accommodate new residents. 
Councils overseeing this growth 
must have their eye on the ball 
to ensure it is appropriate and 

to schools and waterways.
My very word we did, and we still 

do. And what did the EPA do? The 
EPA did nothing. They said, ‘Oh, well, 
we know what the community thinks. 
We won’t bother asking them’, and 
they did not. It is beyond a joke. It is 
reprehensible behaviour from the 
EPA, and in my view the chairman 
of the EPA should resign over this. 
I think this is just disgraceful. It is 
deplorable behaviour, and I refer 
again to Ms Glass’s foreword, where 
she said the EPA:

… plainly failed to convince 
the community … The EPA told 
us consulting the community 
would be a ‘waste of time’ and 
that discussions ‘could not be 
fruitful because of the level of 
anger in the community’. In 
effect, the EPA thought there 
was no point in consulting 
because it knew—

it knew—
what the community thought. 
Instead, it took the approach of 
‘putting factual information on 
the website’, but much of it was 
redacted.

Fair dinkum. That is just not good 
enough. It is not good enough for 
a government organisation to say, 
‘The people are angry. We will just 
ignore them. We will pretend that 
this community consultation has 
been done, that it’s finished, that it’s 
over with’, when in fact it never really 
was conducted in the first place. This, 
unfortunately, I have to say, is a trend 
of the Andrews government, to use 
government bodies to promote their 
policies and to push through the 
particular projects that they might 
have.

But on this particular occasion 
there is absolutely no excuse for 
the EPA not to do its job. It is a clear 
dereliction of duty. It is a clear 
failure on the part of the EPA on 
this particular issue. The people of 
Sunbury and the people of Bulla and 
the people who use Sunbury Road 
have every right to be furious at the 
way that they have been treated, 
the fact that they have been taken 
for granted and the fact that they 
have been dismissed by the EPA and 
indeed by the Andrews government. 
This is just despicable behaviour, 
particularly when the health and 
the lives of people in that part of 
Melbourne are directly impacted. 
The EPA will not tell us what impact 
this will have on our health. They are 
not interested. They just want to do 
what they are told by the Premier, 

conducted in a manner respecting 
the best interests of current and 
future communities. Instead of 
doing that, many Hume councillors 
have spent their time carrying out 
a campaign of persecution against 
one of their own number. Cr Trevor 
Dance was elected at the last election 
and has been subject to disgraceful 
treatment by his council colleagues, 
led by deputy mayor Steve Medcraft. 
Minister, will you appoint a monitor 
to Hume council to ensure bullying is 
stopped and the council returns to its 
core role?

COUNCIL | Second reading
09 June 2022

Appropriation 
(2022–2023) Bill 
2022

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— It gives me a great deal of pleasure 
to rise in this place to speak on the 
budget that has just been delivered 
by the Treasurer. I have to say 
alarm bells started ringing a while 
back when the Treasurer at a press 
conference announced that this 
recovery of our economy would 
be a government-led recovery. 
I thought to myself, ‘Dear God, 
we’re in trouble now’. How right I 
was, because what we have seen is 
unrestrained spending. There has 
been no restraint by this government 
in spending taxpayers money. It has 
gone absolutely berserk. As a result 
of that we now have a massive debt 
that will continue to grow and leave 
Victoria in a place that we just do not 
want to be in.

I have always been of the view 
that a fair measure of whether 
we have been successful or not is 
whether we leave a place in better 
condition than we found it. This 
government will not do that. It is 
absolutely shameful what they have 
done to the state’s finances. They 
are financial incompetents. It is as 
simple as that. They are financial 
incompetents, and they are leaving 
this massive debt. Yes, certainly 
some of us who are here now are 
going to be paying it, but it will be 
predominantly paid by our children 
and our grandchildren—and won’t 
they be grateful to us for that! When 
we are long gone, our children and 
grandchildren will still be paying 
this massive debt that the Andrews 
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knows? Perhaps it will become a 
tourist attraction. ‘Come see the 
most stuffed-up major project in the 
history of Australia’. That could be 
quite an attraction down the track.

But what the people of the western 
suburbs need is a solution to their 
traffic problems. This is not it; this 
tunnel is not it. Clearly the east–west 
link would provide that solution. The 
people of the west have been taken 
for granted for far, far too long, and 
I speak on their behalf today when 
I say we have had a gutful of this. 
We have had enough—we have had 
more than enough—and we are not 
going to put up with it anymore. 
What we have seen is both sides of 
this house treating the west with total 
contempt. We have seen the Liberals 
do it. We have seen the Labor Party 
do it. And the people of the west 
are not going to put up with that 
anymore. I stand here offering them 
an alternative. I believe that they will 
grasp that alternative in November, 
and they will indeed vote for the 
DLP in very large numbers. I am 
particularly looking forward to that, 
and I can assure them that I will fight 
and continue to fight for their best 
interests—always their best interests.

This tunnel has led to the issue 
of the toxic soil. And you, Acting 
President Melhem, living near the 
Ravenhall tip, would be aware that 
not only is asbestos being dumped 
there but toxic soil is also being 
dumped there, and that is a direct 
threat to the health and wellbeing 
of people in Caroline Springs, Deer 
Park and surrounds. Government 
does not care about that, though. 
‘It’s only the western suburbs. Why 
would you worry about the western 
suburbs?’, says Daniel Andrews, 
‘They’re going to vote for us anyway’. 
Well, will they? We are going to find 
out in November, because, as I said, I 
think the people of the west are going 
to send a very, very clear message 
to both the government and to the 
opposition that we are not going to 
be treated like this anymore.

Where I live, near Bulla, we have 
now a huge toxic soil dump that was 
built, interestingly enough, during 
the lockdown. So you could not do 
anything else, but you could build 
a toxic waste dump near homes, 
near schools and near a major road 
that has many thousands of people 
travelling on it every day—many 
more now, with many trucks taking 
the poisonous crap to the toxic soil 
dump. Every day, every hour, night 
and day, it is happening, and it is 

government has run up on the 
Victorian taxpayer. It is absolutely 
outrageous, to tell you the truth. I 
think it is perhaps an indictment 
of our society that we are a little bit 
too greedy. We will take the benefits 
now, and whoever comes after us 
can foot the bill. That is not my way 
of doing things. That is just not good 
enough.

Of course one of the major 
problems has been the blowouts in 
major projects—blowouts of $28 000 
million, a staggering sum—yet the 
government does not seem to care 
about that. A classic example of 
that is the West Gate Tunnel, the 
white elephant in my electorate 
that is becoming more of a white 
elephant every day. The elephant 
is growing. As the hole grows and 
the money is poured into it, the 
elephant continues to grow. The 
problem is that whilst we are some 
$4 billion—$4000 million—over the 
spending limit at this point in time, 
and it is getting worse, what we are 
seeing is a project that will in no way 
solve the problems faced by people 
in the western suburbs who want 
to get into the city. It is not going to 
do anything for them. In fact it will 
do for the western suburbs what the 
Eastern Freeway and Hoddle Street 
do for the eastern suburbs. It is a 
nonsense. It is insane.

One day there will be an 
investigation and we will find out 
exactly the deal that Daniel Andrews 
did with Transurban to get this thing 
up and running. As I have often 
said before—and I was chairman 
of the Economy and Infrastructure 
Committee that examined this at 
length—it is my view that when all 
the facts are laid on the table as to 
what transpired with the conception 
of the West Gate Tunnel at least some 
people will go to jail.

I think this is a crooked deal. 
It is a dodgy deal. It is a deal that 
does nothing for the people of the 
western suburbs except leave us 
with a whopping great debt. Look, I 
do not blame Transurban. They can 
see a mug coming a mile off, and 
they did. They took that mug for a 
ride, and unfortunately we are the 
mugs who have to foot the bill. As 
I said, it is already $4 billion over 
budget. God alone knows how much 
it will be by the time it is finished, 
and God knows when it will finish. 
We were supposed to be travelling 
on the thing now, but it has blown 
out to maybe next year, maybe the 
year after, maybe after that—who 

just despicable. I spoke in this house 
last night about the Ombudsman’s 
report into the EPA’s attitude towards 
residents in Sunbury and in Bulla, 
and I will have a lot more to say 
about that as time moves on. But the 
fact of the matter is that the people of 
Sunbury and Bulla have been treated 
like—well, I was going to say dirt, but 
quite literally they have been treated 
like dirt by a government that shows 
nothing but contempt. I have to say 
the local member there, the member 
for Sunbury, Josh Bull—I have been 
around this place for a fair while—is 
a nice enough fella but as useless as 
an ashtray on a motorbike.

He is just pathetic. He will not 
go into battle for his constituents. 
He will not stand up for those who 
need him to stand up for them. 
He sat back and he allowed this 
monstrosity to be built in the centre 
of his electorate. He did not raise an 
objection, he did not fight hard—he 
did not do any of the things that 
the people of Sunbury and Bulla 
were demanding of him. He will 
pay the price in November because 
I know the people of Sunbury will 
not put up with that. They will not 
put up with that. They have long 
memories, and they will remember 
come November what Josh Bull did 
not do when they needed him to. 
He is the invisible man. He pops up 
for a photo opportunity from time 
to time, but apart from that you just 
do not see him and you certainly do 
not hear from him, and that is, to my 
way of thinking, a total abrogation 
of responsibility that he has shown 
as a local member of Parliament. He 
has left his constituents for dead. He 
has just walked away and left them, 
and that, to my way of thinking, is 
disgraceful. It is a total contempt for 
the people of his electorate, and no 
doubt there will be consequences.

I do not want to speak excessively 
on this today, but I do want to 
touch on what is happening in our 
education system. The government 
will tell us that they are spending 
billions and billions of dollars on 
education. Yes, they are spending 
a lot of money, they are spending a 
lot of money on everything; if they 
can find something to spend money 
on, they will spend it, there are no 
worries about that. They do not care 
what is happening, they do not care 
what the outcome is—as long as 
they are spending money and they 
can tell people they are spending 
money, that is all that matters to this 
government. But we have a situation 
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Mr FINN: And Mr Meddick, the 
animals’ friend up here, perhaps—

Mr Meddick: On a point of order, 
Acting President, as much as I 
enjoy Mr Finn’s orations from time 
to time—they are quite amusing 
in many situations—what we are 
talking about here is a budgetary 
bill. I would have thought that, even 
though he might object to some of 
the things that are in the bill and the 
expenditures of the government, 
he might restrict himself to those 
particular things. What we are 
witnessing today is basically what he 
might use as an election promotion 
video, espousing some of his own 
personal philosophies. I would ask 
you to call him back to the bill and 
addressing the bill.

Mr FINN: On the point of order, 
Acting President, the fact of the 
matter is that I am talking about the 
education system. I am talking about 
what is being taught in Victorian 
schools. And believe it or not, the 
money that pays teachers and keeps 
the system going is in the budget. 
Mr Meddick might not be aware of 
that, but that is the fact of the matter, 
and that is exactly what I am talking 
about. I am speaking about the 
budget.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr 
Melhem): Thank you, Mr Finn. I 
understand when we are talking 
about the appropriation bill and 
the budget it is a very broad subject 
and it could entail various subject 
matters, so it is very broad. If Mr Finn 
were able to get back into the budget, 
that would be great, but I just want to 
make the point to members that it is 
very broad and members are entitled 
to go into other areas.

Mr FINN: I thank you for that, 
Acting President. It is interesting to 
note that the left love freedom of 
speech until such time as somebody 
disagrees with them, and then they 
are up and about and trying to shut 
everybody down. Well, let me tell 
you, I will not be shut down on this, 
because this is far too important. This 
is far too important. Our children 
and their future are far too important 
to be shut down by those who would 
like to do just that. Let me tell you 
that the DLP is totally committed to 
telling the truth on climate change, 
and that is what I will continue to do 
in this house until November and 
beyond. I will continue to tell the 
truth about climate change. I will 
continue to tell the truth about what 
this—

where the education system in this 
state is producing kids who cannot 
read, cannot write and cannot count, 
but they can tell you how you can 
change your gender. It is just bizarre. 
This programming—and I do call it 
programming—of our kids by the 
government is what I would describe 
as child abuse. It is child abuse, and 
it is bloody horrendous what is going 
on with our kids right now. Is it any 
wonder that kids have major mental 
health problems when their gender is 
questioned when they go to school? 
Little boys are asked if perhaps they 
might be little girls after all. Little 
girls have suggested to them that in 
fact they might be little boys. And 
then, when all that is sorted out, they 
are told that they are all about to die 
because of climate change.

We have got the sort of 
brainwashing that totalitarian 
governments all over the world 
would be proud of, and it is 
happening right here in Victoria. It 
is teaching kids what to think, not 
how to. My view is that if we do not 
have a future with independent 
thought, if we do not have a future 
with people who can think for 
themselves, we have not got much 
of a future at all—and that is a very, 
very, very horrifying prospect to 
many of us. It is something that 
distresses me enormously. When 
I see kids terrified, when I see kids 
thinking that their lives are about to 
be extinguished—and they get that 
from the classroom—I think that is 
appalling, because we all know that 
is not going to happen.

I have a message for Victorian 
children today, wherever they 
may be, and I want them to listen 
carefully. I want to make this very, 
very clear to them: there is no 
climate emergency. It is a nonsense, 
an absolute nonsense. The planet 
is perfectly safe, and we are not all 
about to die. The climate change 
lobby and the left have been 
spinning these yarns for decades. 
For decades they have been telling 
us what is about to happen, and then 
when the time expires they come up 
with something new: ‘Oh, look over 
there, there’s something else to see’. 
They make these things up. It is as 
simple as that. As for most of those 
islands, I might tell you, that were 
going to disappear by now, there is 
actually more of the islands now than 
there was 20 or 30 years ago, and that 
is a simple fact of the matter.

Mr Meddick interjected.

Dr Kieu: On a point of order, 
Acting President, Mr Finn will have 
a lot of chances until November 
to talk about climate change, but 
certainly it is inappropriate to 
propagate misinformation and 
an unscientific—with no data to 
support—point of view of his in this 
budget debate. He will have a chance 
to do so if he wishes to.

Mr FINN: On the point of order, 
Acting President, Dr Kieu has the 
right to express his view, as indeed 
do I. Has this Parliament got to 
the point where if somebody says 
something you disagree with, you 
try and shut them down altogether? 
I have had enough of that this year, 
to tell you the truth. If Dr Kieu wants 
to speak on the budget, good luck to 
him. I welcome that; he has a right 
to do that. But can I suggest, Acting 
President, that it is my right at this 
moment in time to speak on the 
budget, and that is exactly what I am 
doing.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr 
Melhem): Thank you, Mr Finn. You 
can resume your contribution, but I 
think maybe less on climate change 
and back to the budget.

Mr FINN: It is interesting because 
you cannot speak about the budget 
without referring to climate change 
because so much of the budget is 
committed to fighting this climate 
change. The fact that we have an 
energy emergency, an energy crisis, 
coming our way is a result of the 
fact that governments are doing 
silly things to fight climate change, 
supposedly. The fact is that here in 
Australia we could stop all emissions, 
100 per cent of emissions, today—
we could do it today—and it would 
have no impact on anything or 
anyone except Australians and our 
workers and those who would suffer 
as a result of those policies. So you 
cannot say that is a separate issue to 
the budget, because huge amounts 
of money—taxpayers money—is 
going into this climate change scam, 
and that to my way of thinking is 
disgraceful. It is disgraceful, and I 
will call it out.

And can I just respond to Dr Kieu 
about those who have been making 
all sorts of claims for a very long 
time about what is coming next. Al 
Gore was talking about 30 years ago 
about how all the ice was going to 
melt at the poles, but of course we 
now know that there is more ice than 
ever. Remember Tim Flannery, old 
Sandbags Flannery himself? He was 
on the taxpayers teat for quite some 
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you cannot blame them for that, 
except when we are paying for it.

I am a proud Victorian, but it 
distresses me enormously when 
I see the path that the Andrews 
government is leading Victoria down 
and when I see a government that, 
for a start, has no respect for the 
basic rights of its citizens—and we 
have seen that over the last couple 
of years—but more to the point it 
distresses me when I see that it has 
no respect for our children and our 
grandchildren. As I said before, 
this debt that they are building is a 
massive debt. It is a debt the likes 
of which we have never seen in 
Victoria before. It is interesting to 
know: Victoria has a debt which is 
more than New South Wales and 
Queensland combined. Would 
anybody have thought that possible? 
But it is, and I see Dr Kieu over there 
chuckling away. He has obviously 
got some sort of leave pass from 
paying taxes in this state, because 
any taxpayer who looks at the 
financial situation in Victoria would 
not be laughing. Let me assure you: 
they would not be laughing. It is not 
amusing in any way, shape or form.

What we have to do in this state 
is have a realignment of thoughts. 
What we have to do is to find proper 
ways to expend money, and more 
importantly what we have to do is 
to spend less money. It is typical 
of socialist governments around 
the world: we do it because we 
can, not because we should but 
because we can. That is what the 
Andrews government has done, 
and that is what the Andrew 
government continues to do. It is 
not their money, it is the taxpayers 
money. The men and women in 
the suburbs, in country towns right 
across Victoria, on farms right across 
Victoria—it is their money. It is not 
some socialist government in Spring 
Street’s right to spend the money, 
because it is not their money, 
simple as that. I fear it every day. 
When we have governments making 
announcements and I hear press 
conferences being called, my blood 
runs cold. I think, ‘Oh, dear God, 
what are they going to spend today? 
How much are they going to spend? 
What will they waste today?’. Because 
I tell you what: there are a number of 
things that this government is very, 
very good at. Telling lies is one—
exceptionally good liars they are—
and the other thing is spending other 
people’s money, usually on things 
that do not work. I mentioned the 

time and did very nicely on the caper. 
And we owe then Prime Minister 
Tony Abbott a great debt of gratitude 
for getting him off the public teat, but 
no doubt with Albo in the Lodge he 
will be back sucking away for all he is 
worth very, very soon.

But we heard from Sandbags 
Flannery, who told us that the rain 
that fell from the skies would never 
fill our reservoirs again. So all the 
Labor governments went out and 
they built desalination plants. Talk 
about white elephants, if you do 
not mind. We have got a desal plant 
down there at Wonthaggi, and, guess 
what, they built it on a floodplain. 
Only a Labor government would 
build a desal plant on a floodplain. 
This was done because we were 
told that we would not have enough 
rain to keep going. In Queensland, 
in New South Wales, in Victoria 
and in South Australia there have 
been massive floods since. They do 
not call him Sandbags Flannery for 
nothing, because wherever he goes, 
wherever he makes predictions, 
floods will follow. This is just the 
sort of nonsense that we have come 
to expect from the climate change 
lobby. Let us have a look at what 
they say and let us have a look at 
what actually happens, and you will 
find they are two very, very different 
things.

As a result of governments 
accepting this nonsense the 
Victorian taxpayer is far, far worse 
off. Instead of spending money 
on hospitals, instead of funding 
4000 ICU beds—remember that; 
remember how the government 
was going to fund 4000 ICU beds—
no, do not worry about that. We 
do not worry about sick people in 
Victoria—unless of course we use 
them as an excuse to lock people in 
their homes. That is fine. That is not a 
problem. But we do not worry about 
them otherwise. Instead of spending 
money to help sick people, instead of 
spending money to pay nurses and 
hire more doctors, we are pouring it 
into the black hole that is the climate 
change industry. People will wake up 
eventually that they have been had. 
They have been had for a very long 
time now. There are a number of 
people around the world who are so 
much richer, usually at the expense 
of taxpayers, as a result of their 
involvement in the climate change 
industry. There are a lot of people 
around; they can see where there is 
money to be made and they jump 
onto it quick smart. And I suppose 

West Gate Tunnel. Their judgement 
on a whole range of things is so far 
up a wattle that it is not funny. It is 
not funny at all. That is something 
that they will be held accountable for 
in November.

I am aware that there is great 
disenchantment in the electorate 
with both major parties; in fact all 
three major parties—I will throw 
the Greens in there as well. We 
can anticipate that a good number 
of people will be looking for an 
alternative, and I am here today to 
provide that alternative. I invite them 
to support the sort of commonsense 
policies that the DLP has always 
provided and will continue to 
provide for Victorians.

A member interjected.
Mr FINN: I am not in the business 

of bagging people, as you know, 
Minister. I am not in the business 
of bagging people, but I just make 
the point that the people of Victoria 
are stuck between a rock and a hard 
place. They have got a government 
that does not care about them, that is 
trashing the place, that is destroying 
Victoria from one end to the other, 
and they have got an opposition 
that perhaps might not be ready for 
government. That is the simple fact 
of the matter: they are not ready for 
government. We have a very, very 
difficult situation that we face and 
a very, very difficult decision that 
Victorians have to make. Because 
at this election in November, 
Victoria’s future is on the line. If the 
Andrews government gets back and 
it continues along the path that it 
has taken to this point, there will be 
no Victoria in 2026. There will be 
nothing left.

Members interjecting.
Mr FINN: There will be. Members 

of the government can carry on like 
pork chops. They are very good at it. 
That is another thing that I should 
have added to the list of things 
they are good at: carrying on like 
pork chops. They do that very well. 
But seriously, this state needs an 
overhaul. It needs a serious overhaul, 
and it needs it now.

COUNCIL | Adjournment
21 June 2022

GenWest
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— I wish to raise a matter for 
the attention of the Minister for 
Prevention of Family Violence, and 
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children—tonight because they have 
nowhere else to go in the western 
suburbs. I ask the minister to provide 
the necessary funding for GenWest 
to allow it to get on and do the job.

COUNCIL | Second reading
21 June 2022

Summary 
Offences 
Amendment 
(Nazi Symbol 
Prohibition) Bill 
2022

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I abhor Nazism. I abhor those 
who try to advance that even today. 
I just cannot understand why or how 
anybody could be enchanted by 
this particular form of evil straight 
from Satan himself. I detest the sight 
of the swastika. I can understand 
why it causes so much distress to 
so many people. I can understand, 
particularly in the Jewish 
community, where I have many 
friends, why it causes such distress to 
them. I have actually been to Israel. I 
have been to the Holocaust museum 
in Jerusalem as well as the Holocaust 
museum in Washington, DC. They 
are incredibly moving places and 
a reminder of the horror of the just 
unbelievable inhumanity that the 
Nazis were responsible for almost 
100 years ago. I hope one day to have 
the courage to go to Auschwitz. I am 
not sure if I will have the courage to 
do that, but I am hoping one day I 
will, because I think it would be an 
experience that I would never forget. 
I do not think it would be a happy 
experience. I do not think it would be 
an enjoyable experience in any way, 
shape or form, but it is an experience 
I believe that I should undertake at 
some stage.

Having said all that, I am stuck 
between a rock and a hard place on 
this particular bill, because I am a 
great believer in freedom of speech. 
I am a great believer in freedom of 
expression, and I have to wonder. 
Once we start banning political 
symbols of whatever type they may 
be—and granted the swastika as 
far as the Nazis are concerned is 
a particularly despicable form of 

this is a matter that I previously 
raised with the Minister for Health 
on 6 April when I asked him to 
ensure that GenWest, which was 
formerly Women’s Health West, was 
provided with the necessary funds to 
fight family violence in the western 
suburbs. I asked him to ensure that 
the money was provided in the 
budget. Today I got a response from 
the health minister, who said to me:

As this matter relates to the 
portfolio of Prevention of 
Family Violence, this question 
should be directed to Gabrielle 
Williams MP …

In other words, Mr Foley says, 
‘It’s not my job’. That is what he 
says: ‘It’s not my job’. He has done 
a ScoMo. Perhaps the Liberals will 
run that at the next election as an 
ad: ‘It’s not my job’—just a thought. 
Anyway, I would like the Minister 
for Prevention of Family Violence 
to ensure that GenWest does have 
adequate resources to do the job 
that it is supposed to do. It is so 
under-resourced, it is so overworked, 
there is so much demand and it is 
really struggling, and for the health 
minister to say ‘It’s not my job’ is 
just not good enough. What the 
hell is his job if it is not to provide 
a health service with the necessary 
funds for it to do its job? It is just an 
extraordinary thing, but that is what 
we would expect from the health 
minister.

I am asking the Minister for 
Prevention of Family Violence to 
get on top of this because family 
violence is a particularly heinous 
issue in the western suburbs. In 
many parts of the west it is totally out 
of control, and there are thousands—
thousands—of people who require 
assistance. We are not talking about 
something that can wait until next 
week; these people want help 
tonight. They want it tonight. They 
wanted it last week or the week 
before—or before Martin Foley found 
out that it was not his responsibility 
and it was not his job. They need 
that support, they need that help, 
and I am asking the Minister for 
Prevention of Family Violence to do 
the job that we require of her—to 
provide the support that GenWest 
needs to help these, largely, women 
and children who are struggling 
under the yoke of family violence. I 
ask the minister to do that, and I ask 
her to do it as a matter of urgency. 
As I say, this is something that we 
need tonight. There are people who 
are sleeping in cars—women and 

political expression, but many of 
my Indian friends think otherwise. I 
know that I was taken aback the first 
time I went to an Indian gathering 
and there was a swastika held up in 
high regard. It really took me aback. 
I think there would be a lot of people 
that would be taken aback if they 
saw that. And I really think that we 
are going to see some real troubles 
with this bill if indeed we do not 
have, as Mr Ondarchie said, a major 
educational program along with it, 
because to look at them you cannot 
tell a Hindu swastika from a Nazi 
swastika. You are going to have some 
trouble there. I do not think that the 
average police officer is going to have 
the artistic eye—if I can call it that—
to pick the difference between the 
two, and that is going to cause some 
significant difficulties in my view.

We in Victoria of course want to 
protect our Jewish community. We 
want to protect every community—
that is for sure—and this bill may go 
some way towards doing that. But 
Mr Erdogan was talking before about 
lunatics putting up Nazi symbols 
on street corners and all that sort of 
thing. When you are mad enough to 
do that—if you are an absolute fruit 
loop who is prepared to do that—
then I do not think that the law is 
going to stop you. I think in fact this 
law might actually encourage them 
to do that. They might say, ‘Here 
we go. This is something that we 
might’—

Mr Ondarchie: It’s a crime.
Mr FINN: It is a crime, and they 

might get an extra buzz out of that. 
That is something that we also 
should consider. But again, as I said 
earlier, I can fully understand why 
particularly those who have been 
through the Holocaust would feel 
such revulsion at the sight of the 
swastika. The Holocaust was one of 
the most evil times in the history of 
mankind. We saw at least 6 million 
Jews murdered by the Nazis. We 
saw Gypsies murdered. We saw 
Christians murdered. We saw gay 
people murdered. Disabled people 
were the first to go. They were the 
ones who were used to experiment 
on for the best way of killing people. 
I have to say that I often look at my 
son and realise that if we had been 
in Nazi Germany 110 years ago, 
or whenever it may have been, he 
would have been one of the first to 
go. He would have been one of the 
first in the back of the truck, and they 
would have picked him up at the end 
of the day and taken his body out. 
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comments have helped a little. We 
will see where my vote goes when the 
vote is taken in this house I assume 
later on today.

COUNCIL | Members statements
21 June 2022

Federal Election
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— Recent federal election results 
gave us reason both to be sad and 
to celebrate. I was deeply saddened 
by the loss of Senator Eric Abetz 
down in Tasmania, Senator Amanda 
Stoker in Queensland and Senator 
Greg Mirabella here in Victoria. 
All were outstanding senators, and 
their presence will be missed in the 
national Parliament; there are no two 
ways about that.

On the plus side, Jacinta 
Nampijinpa Price was elected to the 
Senate, and this is something I am 
absolutely delighted about. Jacinta 
is a delightful person, intelligent, 
visionary and just what Australia 
needs right at this point in time. 
Senator Price will represent not just 
Aboriginal communities but every 
Northern Territorian—well, that is to 
begin with anyway, because we know 
it is only a matter of time before 
her talents are utilised in a future 
coalition government ministry. 
Given news of the ratbaggery from 
the Greens over the past 24 hours, 
Senator Price’s contribution to 
the national Parliament will be 
welcomed by the overwhelming 
majority of Australians. I know that 
the contribution that Jacinta Price 
will make to Australia over the next 
maybe 20, 30 or perhaps 40 years is 
going to be something that will have 
to be seen to be believed. She will be 
an outstanding senator. I welcome 
her election, and I wish her all the 
very best for her time in Canberra. 
I am absolutely thrilled that she is 
going there.

COUNCIL | Business of the house
21 June 2022

General Business
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— I move, by leave:
That precedence be given to the 
following general business on 
Wednesday, 22 June 2022:

(1) order of the day 3, second 
reading of the Firearms 

So this is an issue that does affect 
me personally as well as the Jewish 
community.

I know that it does hurt them. 
Indeed it does hurt a lot of people. 
That is why I am stuck between my 
revulsion, my disgust, for the Nazis 
and their ideology, their philosophy 
and their actions, for everything 
that they have done in the 20th 
century and beyond and for all the 
evil that has been perpetrated by the 
Nazis and those lunatics who try to 
continue that philosophy today—
that just is shameful in every way. 
I do not see how anybody can get 
any joy, any kick or anything—any 
benefit at all—out of promoting what 
Hitler did. I do not see any benefit 
to anyone at all. It disgusts me. It 
literally makes my stomach turn.

As I say, superficially looking at 
this bill, I grasp it, I run with it and I 
say, ‘This is great. I’ll go with this bill. 
This is a sensational thing’. But then 
I think of what it may lead to. I think 
that once we start cracking down 
on freedom of speech, freedom of 
expression and perhaps freedom of 
political expression as well, then we 
are in strife; we really are in strife. 
And it could end up anywhere. I am 
not sure at this point in time exactly 
where I will go on this bill. I have 
been thinking about it for months 
and months and months, and I am 
no closer now to making a decision 
than I was at the beginning of the 
year when this was announced. It 
is an incredibly difficult decision, 
because there is one part of me that 
wants to stomp on the swastika—yes, 
most certainly—wants to destroy 
the swastika and wants to destroy 
everything that the swastika stands 
for, and there is another part of me 
that is such a committed supporter 
of freedom of speech and such a 
committed supporter of the freedom 
of expression. Here we have a 
conflict. I am tempted at this point in 
time to vote against this bill. I do not 
want to vote against this bill, but I 
feel that I will probably have to.

But at this point in time I will leave 
my comments there. I will listen 
to this debate intently, and I urge 
members to put forward some very 
thoughtful contributions, because 
they will be contributions that will 
be not just expressing their view 
but forming my view as well. That, I 
think, is really what this house is all 
about. I thank the house for its time 
today, and I hope that my comments 
have helped a little. I wish they had 
helped me a little, but I hope my 

Amendment Bill 2022;

(2) the notice of motion given 
this day by Mr Somyurek 
referring matters relating to Mr 
Somyurek’s use of government 
resources to the Privileges 
Committee;

(3) the notice of motion 
given this day by Mr Finn 
on the Victorian education 
curriculum;

(4) order of the day 2, listed 
for a future day, resumption 
of debate on the Independent 
Broad-based Anti-corruption 
Commission Amendment 
(Facilitating Timely Reporting) 
Bill 2022;

(5) the notice of motion given 
this day by Mr Davis on the 
production of documents 
relating to moving from stamp 
duty to land tax;

(6) order of the day 59, 
resumption of debate on a 
motion relating to Victorian 
Building Authority fee 
increases;

(7) the notice of motion given 
this day by Mr Finn on autism; 
and

(8) the notice of motion given 
this day by Dr Cumming on 
Refugee Week.

Motion agreed to.

COUNCIL | Questions without notice 
and ministers statements; 21 June 
2022

West Gate Tunnel 
Soil

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My question without notice is 
to the Leader of the Government. 
In her recent report Investigation 
into Environment Protection 
Authority Decisions on West Gate 
Tunnel Project Spoil Disposal, the 
Ombudsman was highly critical of 
the EPA’s refusal to consult with the 
Sunbury and Bulla communities. The 
turmoil surrounding the West Gate 
Tunnel Project led the Ombudsman 
to report that:

While senior officials denied 
there was any government 
interference, there is little doubt 
the EPA was under pressure 
to ‘fix’ the problem to get the 
project back on track.

Minister, can you give this house 
a categorical guarantee that the 
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both sides. Who is it getting its 
directions from? Who is it getting its 
instructions from?

Mr Leane interjected.
Mr FINN: Who? Well, I do not think 

it is from the DLP, Mr Leane. I can 
assure you that. No, I think it might 
be coming from an old mate of yours, 
a bloke called Daniel Andrews—I 
am not sure if I am allowed to use 
that name—the Premier, the Premier 
of this state, who likes to control 
everything and everyone. And 
the people of Victoria are asking 
the question: does the Premier 
of Victoria control IBAC? Has the 
Premier of Victoria given IBAC 
instructions and they are indeed 
following them? That is the question, 
the biggest question in this whole 
thing.

Sure, we want to get to the bottom 
of branch stacking; we want to get 
to the bottom of a whole range of 
things that we all know have been 
going on for donkey’s years. You 
know, that would be great. But the 
biggest issue in this is the role of the 
Premier in this IBAC investigation. 
That is the biggest question. That is 
the biggest issue. In fact if we had a 
body which could investigate IBAC, 
I would suggest an investigation, 
because clearly they are going down 
the same track as the Premier in 
trying to destroy the right wing of 
the ALP. Now, I warmly welcome 
any members of the right wing of the 
ALP to come and join the DLP. They 
would be very, very welcome. We 
would get on very well. We would get 
on famously in many instances.

But what we are seeing here in 
Victoria at the moment worries the 
hell out of me. You know, I have been 
in absolute stunned amazement 
over the last couple of years at 
the strength, the stranglehold, 
that the Premier has on just about 
everything. From the police force 
right through, he is controlling 
everything, and the question now is: 
is the Premier directing IBAC? Now, 
if that is happening—and it appears 
that it could be happening—we 
have got one of the greatest cases 
of corruption in the history of this 
nation. If IBAC is taking instructions 
from a politician, the Premier of this 
state, then we have got a major issue. 
I would like to know: if they are not 
taking instructions from the Premier, 
why are they only investigating one 
faction of the ALP? Why aren’t they 
touching on the Socialist Left? I have 
been out in the western suburbs, I 

Premier, the Premier’s office, the 
Minister for Transport Infrastructure 
or the minister for the environment 
have in no way interfered in the 
proper processes of the EPA when 
considering the Sunbury Road toxic 
soil site?

The PRESIDENT: I am just 
wondering whether the question was 
directed to the Premier, not to the 
Leader of the Government, Mr Finn.

Mr FINN: I am happy to take your 
advice, President, and direct it to 
the minister in her capacity as the 
minister representing the Premier.

Supplementary question

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— Probably should tell the 
Ombudsman as well. Minister, in 
which other approval processes 
by the EPA have the Premier, the 
Premier’s office, the Minister for 
Transport Infrastructure or the 
minister for the environment been 
improperly involved?

COUNCIL | Reference
22 June 2022

Privileges 
Committee

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I rise to support Mr Somyurek’s 
motion today. I listened very 
carefully to Ms Taylor’s proposition. 
I am not exactly sure where the 
government is coming from or 
indeed where it is going on this 
occasion, but that seems to be the 
way of the world on this particular 
issue.

I have been watching the IBAC 
investigation for quite some time, 
and it has to be said that it seems 
to me to be somewhat unbalanced. 
There is an imbalance in the 
investigation. There are apparently 
two factions in the ALP: there is the 
Socialist Left and there is the right. 
There may be a few others along the 
way, but they are broadly the same 
thing. IBAC seems to be investigating 
one faction for doing what we all 
know both factions have been doing 
for years. Mr Somyurek has told us 
what the left have been doing for 
years. They are experts at branch 
stacking. The Premier stands accused 
of this very thing. Now, it seems to 
me that if IBAC is serious, if IBAC is 
fair dinkum, if IBAC wants to keep its 
credibility in place, it will investigate 

know the ALP backwards and I know 
some of the shysters in the ALP—

Mr Somyurek interjected.
Mr FINN: Well, the Suleymans—I 

think they are in their own faction, to 
tell you the truth. If we start talking 
about the Suleymans, we could be 
here all day, let me assure you. I 
certainly do not have enough time 
for that, unfortunately, but maybe 
another time. But we all know that 
there has been an enormous branch-
stacking effort going on from the 
Socialist Left in a war with the right. 
If there was not a war going on, why 
would the right be fighting it? Indeed 
who would they be fighting?

This motion is extremely 
important. We do not want to go 
to the election—we do not want 
this Parliament to finish its time—
without all of these questions being 
examined and answered. It is so 
important that we do that, because 
the dark cloud hanging over this 
government, hanging over this 
Parliament right now, is something 
that does not add to the credibility 
of our political system. Dr Bach has 
said, as we stand here—or as I stand 
here and as you sit here—right now, 
we have a situation where the vast 
majority of Victorians and the vast 
majority of Australians think we 
are all crooks. They think we are all 
crooks. That to my way of thinking is 
a tragedy because I know we are not 
all crooks. I could name a couple that 
probably are, but I will not on this 
occasion. But that is unfortunately 
the attitude that people have towards 
us. Does anybody seriously think 
that allowing this to be just brushed 
under the carpet by the proroguing 
of Parliament is going to help with 
the public perception of politicians 
and our political system? Quite the 
opposite. So it is vitally important 
that this matter is properly examined 
while the Parliament is still in 
session and whilst we can get a final 
report on what has occurred here. 
As I say, we know roughly what has 
happened, but we need it confirmed 
by IBAC.

I have travelled overseas and 
interstate with Mr Somyurek on a 
number of occasions. He must have 
a hell of a phone bill. That is all I 
can say, because he spent, in my 
experience, a hell of a lot of time 
on the phone—and I do not think 
he was ringing his family on every 
occasion. We know, and he has quite 
openly admitted, that he has been 
involved in factional manoeuvrings 
and involved in them for a very long 
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never left childhood. But what I like 
to see is that kids have a childhood 
that they enjoy and that enhances 
what they have to look forward to. 
I look back on my childhood with 
great fond memories, on the farm 
down near Colac all those years 
ago, and that is a very important 
part of my life, remembering that. 
I think that we must protect the 
innocence of childhood for each 
and every single child in this state. 
I think it is a basic responsibility of 
every member of this house, and I 
think it is a basic responsibility of 
every adult, because it is my view 
that every adult has a duty to protect 
children—every adult. I spend a lot 
of my time fighting for kids, and I 
see what is happening in this state at 
the moment with the sexualisation 
of kids in primary school to be 
something we cannot allow to 
continue. It is not only destroying 
kids’ childhoods but also providing 
them with a very perverse outlook 
on life from that point on, because 
childhood does provide a base for 
where we grow into adolescence 
and into adulthood, and what 
is happening at the moment is 
something that cannot be allowed to 
continue.

I had heard stories about some of 
the things that have been going on in 
classrooms for, well, the last four or 
five years anyway, and I thought they 
may have been a bit exaggerated, 
to tell you the truth; I did not quite 
believe it. But I had a note from a 
constituent, and I raised this in the 
Parliament on the adjournment 
earlier this year. She told me, this 
particular constituent from Sunbury, 
of her 10-year-old girl, who came 
home from school extremely upset, 
extremely distressed. She went 
straight to her room. She did not 
want to talk to anybody, she did 
not want to see anybody; she just 
went straight to her room, shut the 
door and stayed there. This went 
on for some hours until her mum 
decided that she would find out 
what was going on. So she went 
in and she sat on the bed with her 
10-year-old daughter, and she said, 
‘What’s been going on? Why are 
you upset?’. What the 10-year-old 
daughter told her mum shocked 
her mum and has subsequently 
shocked me and many hundreds 
of thousands, if not millions, of 
Australians since. The 10-year-old 
girl told her mum that she at school 
had been told as homework to go 
home and ask her father about his 

time, but what we now need to know 
is what role the Premier has taken in 
all of this, what role the Socialist Left 
has had in it and what sort of public 
money the Socialist Left has used to 
support its branch-stacking efforts 
and its attempts to—successfully, 
so it would seem—control the ALP. 
It is quite extraordinary that in the 
midst of all of this we have a situation 
where the Socialist Left have just 
blown the right out of the water, 
and nobody is saying anything. It 
is all very hush-hush. You know, 
the questions that are being asked 
around the place are just hanging 
in the air, and we cannot let that 
happen. We need those questions 
answered, and the referral to the 
Privileges Committee, I believe, will 
go some way towards answering 
those questions.

I support the motion put forward 
by Mr Somyurek. I hope that the 
motion, if passed today, will clear 
the air of a number of questions, 
because clearly IBAC is not capable 
of clearing the air. The questions 
and the concerns that Victorians 
have must have attention turned to 
them, because it is a matter of great 
concern—the utmost concern—that 
this occurs and is not allowed to just 
pass. It cannot be allowed to happen. 
For those reasons, I very strongly 
support the motion put forward by 
Mr Somyurek today.

COUNCIL | Motions
22 June 2022

Sex education
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— I move:
That this house:

(1) expresses its strong support 
for the protection of childhood 
innocence;

(2) deplores the sexualisation 
of primary school aged 
children by programs within 
the Victorian education 
curriculum; and

(3) calls on the Minister 
for Education to replace 
programs responsible 
for early sexualisation of 
prepubescent children with 
more age-appropriate human 
development programs.

I have always regarded childhood 
as possibly the most magical time 
of anyone’s life. There have been 
times, particularly of late in this 
place, that I wished in fact that I had 

erections and ejaculation. I will say 
that again because that is I think 
worth repeating: a 10-year-old girl 
who lives not far from where I do was 
asked by her teacher to go home and 
ask her father about his erections 
and his ejaculations. Is it any wonder 
this poor little kid was as distressed 
as she was? I do not believe this 
is a one-off—not at all—and it is 
just extraordinary that we have a 
situation where this would happen 
to even one kid, much less that it be 
widespread. The minister got back 
to me, which was very nice of him. 
Some ministers do not bother on the 
adjournment, but Minister Merlino 
did. Perhaps it is the faction he is in.

Mr Somyurek interjected.
Mr FINN: He should be sound. 

I suspect that the answer that has 
been provided to me as a result of 
me raising this matter was written 
by a bureaucrat who was possibly a 
lefty. I do not know. He thanked me 
for my question regarding ‘puberty 
education’, as they call it. Well, fair 
dinkum, if that is puberty education, 
I just shake my head in disbelief. 
You fear to think what is coming 
next. Indeed I do fear to think what 
is coming next, and I should point 
out that I am only talking today 
about primary school aged kids. We 
could talk about what happens in 
secondary schools, and that would 
fair dinkum curl even my hair. That 
would curl anybody’s hair. It is quite 
extraordinary. The answer that was 
provided by the minister says:

Age-appropriate education 
on sexuality and puberty is an 
important component of the 
Health and Physical Education 
Curriculum.

Well, I agree with that. It is an 
important part, and that is why I am 
moving this motion today—because 
I actually want to see that happen. 
I want to see age-appropriate 
programs for human development. I 
want to see that. I do not want to see 
kids exposed to concepts, to ideas 
and to suggestions that horrify them, 
that shock them and that send them 
into a state of trauma. I do not want 
that to happen. The minister went 
on:

Teaching students about their 
bodies, brains, relationships 
and health with evidence-
based programs appropriate 
for their development and led 
by a trusted source is imported 
before they discover potential 
misinformation surrounding 
these topics online or in the 
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to happen? Well, it is happening. 
It is happening every day, and it is 
something that quite frankly we must 
as a Parliament stand up and say 
no to. We will protect our kids. We 
will protect our children. We will let 
kids be kids. We will let kids enjoy 
their childhood for as long as they 
possibly can.

As one parent said to me just this 
week: ‘My daughter’, as it was in this 
case, ‘knows all about genders’—
you know, all the 73 genders—‘She 
knows about how she can change her 
own gender’.

A member interjected.
Mr FINN: 76. Gone up, has it? 

Okay, fair enough; that is inflation 
for you. She knows all about these 
genders that we are on about, but 
she does not know the capital of 
New South Wales. She does not 
know the capital of Queensland. 
She can barely read. She can barely 
write. But she knows how to change 
her gender—all this from a primary 
school.

Mr Somyurek interjected.
Mr FINN: Well, they are the 

priorities of this government, no 
doubt about that. There is gender 
confusion overload. That is what it is. 
These kids go to school, and the little 
boys are told by their teachers that 
they might be little girls—‘Have you 
ever thought about that? You could 
be a little girl’.

Mr Somyurek interjected.
Mr FINN: I do live in a binary 

world. Yes, I do, absolutely. And the 
little girls are told that they might 
be little boys. So between the two of 
them, nobody—

Mr Somyurek interjected.
Mr FINN: It is a grey area, 

apparently so, Mr Somyurek. I just 
find the destruction of childhood in 
this way to be an act of criminality. 
I think it is appalling, and it is 
something that this Parliament I 
believe should address as a matter of 
urgency.

You know, from day care right 
through to year 12, children are being 
taught to explore and to play with 
their sexual orientation and gender 
identity. Is it any wonder we have 
major mental health issues with kids 
in this state? They go to school, and 
from the age of five or six they are 
being told they might be something 
that they are not—that they have 
been a little boy up until that time 
and they might be a little girl. They 
are being told this at school. When 
they get a bit older, they are told that 

playground.
On that statement I have one 

question: what about the parents? 
Isn’t it their right to inform their 
children in the way they feel is 
necessary about these sorts of 
things? For an education system to 
try to usurp the role of parents in this 
particular way I think is despicable. 
I think it is despicable, and I think it 
is something that none of us in a free 
society should be happy to allow. The 
minister went on:

The classroom-based activities 
and suggested homework in the 
Department of Education and 
Training’s sexuality education 
teaching resource, Catching 
on Early, do not include a task 
that directs students to discuss 
erections and ejaculation with 
their parents.

Well, it may not include a task to 
direct students to discuss erections 
and ejaculation with their parents—
or indeed their father on this 
particular occasion—but, Minister, 
it is happening. This has happened. 
The minister cannot be in denial 
on this. This has happened. It has 
happened at a school in Sunbury 
about 35 or 40 minutes from here. It 
has happened, and a child has been 
taken out of that school now and is 
being homeschooled as a result of 
what happened to her. The minister 
went on. Amongst other things he 
said:

Using the Catching on Early 
teaching resource is not 
compulsory, and parents are 
able to remove their children 
from these lessons, if they wish.

He should have said ‘if they know’, 
because I will put money down that 
most parents will not know. They will 
not be aware of what their kids are 
being taught in some of these classes. 
And let me tell you, the kids would 
be too embarrassed to come home 
and tell their parents. They would 
cringe at the thought of sitting down 
with their mum and dad and telling 
them what they were taught at school 
today in these particular classes, 
so the parents are not going to find 
out. It is very hard for the parents to 
get involved and indeed to take the 
child out if they do not know. That is 
a simple fact of life. I just shake my 
head almost with fury at the thought 
of these children being abused—
this is child abuse, absolutely—by 
a system that is promoting its own 
political ideology ahead of kids’ 
welfare. What sort of government 
does that? How can we allow that 

they are all going to die because of 
climate change. Is it any wonder 
that these kids have mental health 
issues? To think that these issues, 
these problems, are being promoted 
within our schools is despicable. 
It is a disgrace, and it is something 
this government must act on. It 
must put its ratbag ideologies to one 
side, and it must put the welfare of 
children as its number one priority. 
It must, because to have neutral, 
health-based education replaced 
with age-inappropriate, erotic, sexual 
materials that encourage high-risk 
sexual behaviours is not on. This 
is happening in primary schools. 
God help the kids when they get to 
secondary school.

The view that is promoted to them 
is that their sexual orientation is fluid 
and changeable and that they should 
explore different sexualities. Strike 
me pink—your average seven-year-
old would not know which way was 
up. What hope have these kids got 
when they are taught this nonsense? 
What hope have they got? They are 
told to view heteronormality, the 
prevalence of heterosexuality in 
society, as negative. Why would they 
do that? I mean, this is part of an 
ideology that is harming them in a 
very, very big way. They are taught 
that consent and legal age are the 
two main considerations when 
pursuing sex. It does not matter what 
dangers it may pose or it may offer 
along the way. It does not matter—
any of those sorts of things—get 
out there and into it. As long as you 
consent and as long as you are within 
the age limits you can do whatever 
you like.

Now, I am not sure there are all 
that many parents who would be 
thrilled with that, and the kids are 
being subject to this from a very, 
very early age. As I say, I shake my 
head in disbelief, but it is true. I 
would have loved today to have had 
the mum and her daughter who I 
spoke of earlier here in the chamber. 
Unfortunately they have come down 
with one of the multitude of lurgies 
that are now engulfing our city, 
and they cannot be here. But they 
were going to be in the gallery, and 
members would have been able 
to go up and have a chat to them 
and have explained that this is not 
exactly something that I have made 
up by myself; this is something 
that has actually happened. This is 
something that I have come across 
in the course of my duties as a 
local member of Parliament in the 
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as a responsible adult, I intend to do 
something about it.

Today I urge members to support 
this motion, but today is not the end. 
Today is just the beginning. It is just 
the beginning, because this is a fight 
that we must have and this is a fight 
that we must win because it is for our 
kids. It is for our kids, and our kids 
are worth fighting for. Every kid in 
this state is worth fighting for, and I 
tell you one thing: I am not going to 
go away on this. Whether this motion 
is carried or not carried today, I will 
not be going away. I will be back on 
this because this is a fight we will 
have and win.

COUNCIL | Motions
22 June 2022

Sex education
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— I thank members who have 
spoken on this motion today. As 
I say, I think it is a very important 
motion. There has been obviously 
some sort of getting together of the 
great minds of the Socialist Left in 
regard to this and an attempt to 
slander me and my motives. I have 
been accused today of everything 
but the Kennedy assassination, and 
maybe that is coming next if I am 
lucky enough, but I want to assure 
the house that what we are talking 
about here is protecting young 
children from concepts and ideas 
that may damage the innocence 
of their childhood—simple as 
that. It has got nothing to do with 
anything else. That is what this 
motion is about. So it is a very simple 
proposition. If you want to protect 
young children, primary school 
children, from harmful concepts, 
you vote for this motion. If you do 
not want to protect them, you will 
vote against it. So it is a very simple 
proposition. Even Ms Taylor might be 
able to understand it, it is so simple. 
I urge—

Members interjecting.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! 

Mr Finn, I think you should withdraw 
that.

Mr FINN: Well, okay, she will not 
understand it.

Mr Gepp: On a point of order, 
Deputy President, you have invited 
the member to withdraw, and I think 
he should withdraw rather than 
make another disparaging comment.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: If you 
could just withdraw.

Western Metropolitan area. I tell 
you what, the horror and the shock 
that went through the community 
when I first raised this matter in 
April told me that people do not 
want this to happen. They do not 
want this to happen. Mr Melhem, 
they do not want this to happen. You 
know, parents do not want their kids 
abused in this way. As I say, this is 
child abuse. This is horrifying. We are 
not even talking about adolescents. 
We are not even talking about 
teenagers. We are talking about kids 
in primary school, for God’s sake. 
What could possibly possess any 
right-thinking person to regard this 
as a normal, reasonable practice? 
What indeed. We know there are 
ideological extremists out there. We 
know that they have largely captured 
certain parts of the government. We 
know all that, but people like James 
Merlino, the minister, surely cannot 
support this. He surely cannot. I 
have always regarded him as a pretty 
decent sort of bloke.

Mr Somyurek: The party is run by 
the left.

Mr FINN: Well, the party, sadly, is 
run by the left, and it is very much 
the loony left. It is the extremist left, 
the loony left, that we are dealing 
with here, and they do not care if 
they destroy the lives of kids. They do 
not care if kids are in psychoanalysis 
for the next 20 years to recover 
from their primary education. All 
these nut bags in the left want is to 
promote their ideology. All they want 
to do is promote their way of life or 
what they think everybody should 
be doing, and that is the simple 
fact of the matter. They do not care 
about the kids, and in education 
the kids should be everything. The 
kids should be number one, two 
and three, always, but these people 
do not care. They just do not care 
about the kids. They do not care 
that the kids are having nervous 
breakdowns. They do not care that 
the kids have completely lost interest 
in school because they cannot 
handle some of this absolutely 
outrageous material that they are 
being subjected to. They do not care 
about the kids. They certainly do 
not care about the parents, because 
they are actively promoting the 
parents and the children being in 
different places. They are actively 
promoting that because they know 
if they can do that, they can control 
the kids. They can control everything 
that the kid learns, and that is a 
horrifying situation. As a parent and 

Mr FINN: Yes, I will withdraw, 
Deputy President—there is a bit 
of that going on today. The fact 
of the matter is that this is a very 
simple proposition. Anybody who 
tries to make it more than it is is in 
fact misleading the house. I urge 
members to support this motion. 
I urge members to have another 
think about it because, as I say, 
this has got nothing to do with 
many of the things that members 
opposite have been raising at all. 
It is very straightforward. I thank 
the opposition for its support, and 
I urge members of the crossbench 
to support this motion. I hope that 
we can all, as one, stand up and 
say that we support the innocence 
of childhood. I do not see the 
controversy in that, to tell you the 
truth. I am hopeful that those who 
have expressed a view contrary to 
the view that I have placed will have 
a rethink of that, because I think 
that the innocence of childhood 
and children themselves are 
worth fighting for. They are worth 
protecting, and I am hoping that we 
will do that right now.

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
22 June 2022

Melbourne 
Airport rail link

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Transport Infrastructure. 
Minister, whenever the prospect of 
a rail link to and from Melbourne 
Airport has been mentioned over 
the years, excitement levels in the 
north-western suburbs have risen 
dramatically. Whilst the rail link 
is long overdue, it is not just its 
advent that has locals excited. My 
constituents have longed hoped a 
train to the airport would mean a 
train station to service them. The 
prospect of a train station in maybe 
Niddrie, Airport West or perhaps 
Keilor has had them salivating. 
Sadly that appears not to be, and my 
constituents in the area are less then 
impressed. Minister, why are there 
no stations planned on this rail link 
between Sunshine and the airport, 
and is it too late to change these 
plans?
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I well remember going to see the 
psychiatrist and having him tell 
us that our son had autism, giving 
us a piece of paper and telling 
us to go home. I had some vague 
understanding of what autism was. I 
had heard of it, but I had absolutely 
no idea—and all of a sudden to be 
told that my son had autism and 
to be told to go home was a bit 
overwhelming. I can well understand 
why a lot of people over a long 
period of time would feel frustration, 
annoyance and, I suppose, anger 
at being told that their child has 
autism. Autism is something that I 
really have to point out is different 
for everybody. Just because you 
have met somebody with autism 
does not mean you know all about 
autism, and I discovered that myself 
in the almost eight years that I 
was Shadow Assistant Minister for 
Autism. I went into the job thinking 
that I knew a bit about it, and the 
longer I was in the job, the more I 
realised how much I did not know. 
To meet so many people across 
the state, as I had the opportunity 
to do over those years, was a very 
great honour, because there were 
some stories of great hardship, some 
stories where families had crumbled 
and stories of great victory, if I could 
call them that, where those families 
and those individuals had overcome 
the difficulty to go ahead and make 
a life for themselves, which is both 
self-satisfying and productive for 
the community. That is something 
that I will never forget, and I am very 
grateful to have had the opportunity 
to do that.

I should also congratulate Dr 
Cheryl Dissanayake, who is the 
director of the Olga Tennison 
Autism Research Centre at La Trobe 
University. Cheryl, if I could be 
so bold as to call her that, which I 
usually do, was awarded an Order of 
Australia for her work on the Queen’s 
Birthday, and I was absolutely 
delighted to see that because OTARC 
has done a power of good work over 
such a long time, of course funded 
by the generosity of the late Mrs Olga 
Tennison. They have led the world in 
many ways in research into autism 
and research into how families 
with autism can be assisted. So to 
Professor Dissanayake I offer my very 
warmest congratulations; as I did 
privately, I offer those publicly. It is 
a great pat on the back for her, but it 
is also a great pat on the back for all 
of those researchers and all of those 
people involved at the Olga Tennison 

COUNCIL | Motions
22 June 2022

Autism
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 

— I move:
That this house:

(1) recognises:

(a) the vast and disparate 
needs of those on the autism 
spectrum and their families;

(b) that autism is regarded by 
many on the spectrum as a 
gift to be celebrated, allowing 
creativity and intellectual 
prowess to blossom;

(c) that families with a child 
on the spectrum often face 
particular challenges and 
difficulties and need assistance 
from government and private 
agencies;

(d) that siblings of those on 
the spectrum often struggle 
under the burden of the 
circumstances created by their 
unique situation;

(2) applauds teachers, 
therapists, physicians, 
researchers and many others 
working to enable those on the 
autism spectrum to achieve 
a standard of life that is self-
satisfying, allowing them to 
reach their full potential; and

(3) further urges the 
government to conduct a 
watching brief to ensure 
services for those on the 
spectrum and their families are 
maintained at the necessary 
level.

This is a motion which refers 
specifically to people on the autism 
spectrum, their families and a whole 
range of changes that have occurred 
over recent years. I was out during 
lunchtime having a chat to the 
wonderful people from Amaze who 
help so many families with autism. 
They are out in Queen’s Hall, and if 
any members have not had a chance 
to go and have a chat to them this 
week, I suggest that they do, because 
it is really quite an experience. 
They do an amazing job. I said to 
them that what they are doing is 
a relatively new change, because 
when we had our son and he was 
diagnosed with autism 19 years ago, 
there was not that sort of support 
available that there is now, which is a 
very good thing.

autism centre at La Trobe University. 
I well remember Mr Ondarchie and 
me visiting there—was it last year? 
No, it would have been three years 
ago, pre COVID, and I think Mr 
Ondarchie was just as impressed as I 
was. I had been there previously, but 
even in the short period of time that 
I had not been there they had made 
even greater advances than they had 
previously. So I was quite, I have got 
to say, blown away by what they were 
doing there, and I say more power 
to them. They really are something 
very, very special, and I congratulate 
them and thank them for the work 
that they do.

I think that there is perhaps a 
misconception in the community 
that people with autism are in some 
way less than fit to fit into proper 
society, and that is a misconception, 
because the overwhelming majority 
are more than able to fit into society 
and to make a valuable contribution 
to our society. Of course autism, 
as I said before, is a spectrum, so 
you have some who are sitting in 
the corner rocking back and forth 
and you have others who are rocket 
scientists or surgeons or people who 
are just absolutely brilliant in their 
own right. That is something that 
a lot of people do not realise. The 
spectrum gives us everything, and 
that is something that I think we—

Dr Kieu: Physicists.
Mr FINN: Physicists, absolutely, 

and everything; it gives us 
everything. There is a degree of 
genius involved with autism. My 
son, for example, has a memory 
which I would kill for. My memory is 
shocking. His is just brilliant. He is 
21—

Mr Ondarchie: What?
Mr FINN: Yes, I know. It is 

unbelievable, isn’t it? He can 
remember what happened 20 years 
ago. I can barely remember my 
name half the time. But his memory 
is just remarkable, and he can tell 
you exactly where we were on a 
particular date, what we were doing, 
where we were going, how we got 
there—the whole box and dice. It is 
absolutely remarkable.

The thing that we really have to 
be doing and concentrating on in 
the autism area is realising that 
every person on the spectrum has 
a particular gift. Some have more 
than one gift, but they have at least 
one special gift. What we have to do 
is find out what that gift is, channel 
that gift in the right direction and 
make sure that that person on the 
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child on the spectrum, and they 
quite often miss out on a lot of 
things that they would normally 
go to or be involved in. That is 
not something that a lot of them 
complain about, but it should be 
recognised as a sacrifice that they 
make, sometimes willingly and 
sometimes not willingly. So I tip my 
hat to and I salute those siblings 
who give total support to their 
brother or sister. Of course some 
have more than one person on the 
spectrum in the family, and that 
can just add to the pressures and 
to the difficulties involved. I have 
seen over the journey a number of 
parents who have had two, three 
and even on one occasion four 
children on the spectrum, and how 
they have managed to get through 
that I do not know. My admiration 
for their courage, their guts, their 
determination is boundless. They 
are just extraordinary people, and 
generally speaking their children 
have turned out to be fine adults, 
doing what they want to do to a very 
large degree.

There are a lot of people, as is 
mentioned in section (2) of the 
motion, teachers, therapists, 
physicians, researchers and all the 
others, working to enable those on 
the autism spectrum to achieve a 
standard of life that is self-satisfying, 
allowing them to reach their full 
potential, and the commitment 
of most of these people is just 
astonishing. They give their lives to 
help these kids. They commit to it 
almost seven days a week. It is just 
remarkable. I have met many of the 
teachers and so forth. It is a passion 
with them and something they are 
never going to give up on, not until 
they get to where they want to be. 
They are never going to give up, 
and I commend them for the work 
they do every day. I just wonder 
where we would all be, those of us 
in the autism community, without 
that commitment, without that 
determination that these people 
have to provide the support and the 
change quite often that certainly has 
been needed and probably is still 
needed. I just say to them, ‘Thank 
you for the work that you do’, because 
it is truly remarkable and something 
that we are all deeply appreciative of.

I mention in this motion at section 
(3) that this house:

further urges the government 
to conduct a watching brief to 
ensure services for those on the 
spectrum and their families are 

spectrum has the appropriate job. 
Mathematics, for example, is an 
area where people on the spectrum 
absolutely shine. Many of them 
have a capacity to do numbers—and 
I am sorry Mr Somyurek is gone, 
because he would know a bit about 
that himself—in a way that is quite 
remarkable, and a lot of businesses 
employ specifically people on the 
spectrum for that reason, because 
they do things with such precision 
and have an understanding of 
numbers that not many others do. 
That is something that a lot of people 
do not realise. People say, ‘Autism, 
it’s a disability’. Well, it can be, but 
it can also be a very great gift if it is 
viewed the right way.

Mr Ondarchie: It’s an ability.
Mr FINN: Well, it is more than an 

ability. It is a super ability in a lot 
of ways. That is not to say that there 
is not great difficulty with families 
sometimes going down that path, 
and there is violence because of the 
meltdowns when children, and in 
particular males, go through puberty. 
They can become very violent, and 
I have experienced that myself. It is 
not pleasant, and it does present the 
possibility that families come under 
a huge amount of pressure because 
of that. That is something that we 
should all keep in consideration 
and all keep in mind in terms of 
providing support, whether that be 
moral support, financial support 
or whatever it may be, for those 
families who find themselves in that 
particular situation.

I should say that, whilst I was a 
little bit sceptical to say the least 
about a giant welfare program based 
in Canberra, I have come to see 
from my own perspective that the 
NDIS has been just an extraordinary 
assistance to so many people who 
did not have that assistance before. 
I know my wife and I tried for many 
years to do it alone, and that was 
pretty tough. The NDIS now is being 
of major assistance, and that is a 
very, very good thing indeed.

Before going to the second part of 
the motion, I should go back to the 
part of the motion that refers to the 
siblings of those on the spectrum 
often struggling under the burden 
of the circumstances created by 
their unique situation, and I want to 
mention that in particular because 
brothers and sisters of children 
in particular on the spectrum 
quite often do it tough. They are 
sometimes neglected because so 
much attention is needed for the 

maintained at the necessary 
level.

It should be pointed out that 
services for autism sometimes can 
be pretty expensive. You cannot 
say that one size fits all because it 
does not. Particularly with regard 
to autism it does not, and that adds 
costs. You have got various changes. 
You are trying to put a round peg 
in a square hole sometimes, and 
that does not work. You have 
actually got to personalise these 
services to the individual traits, to 
the individual characteristics of the 
people involved. That is going to cost 
money, and indeed it does. Given 
the numbers of people with autism, 
on the spectrum, that we have in 
this country now, and particularly in 
this state, that is going to cost a lot 
of money, and indeed it does cost a 
lot of money, but it is necessary. If 
we are going to provide a standard 
of living, if we are going to provide 
a degree of independence, if we 
are going to provide the necessary 
wherewithal to allow people on the 
spectrum to live a decent life, that 
money will have to be spent. I am not 
big on spending money, as members 
of this house would be aware, but 
sometimes you just have to, and on 
this occasion I certainly believe that 
we should.

I have to commend the 
government for its support for the 
autism community. I know the 
opposition up until relatively recent 
times was also very enthusiastic 
about supporting the autism 
community. So I would like to think 
that that bilateral support would be 
there and that both sides—all sides, 
in fact—would be supportive of 
this motion and indeed supportive 
of those who are in the autism 
community and in need of that 
support.

I know there are a couple of others 
who are really itching to speak on 
this, so I will leave it there. I urge 
members to support this motion. 
I think it is very important that 
we send a message to those in the 
autism community, whether they 
be on the spectrum themselves or 
whether they be families with autism. 
And I say ‘families with autism’ very 
specifically because once a member 
of the family has autism everybody in 
the family is affected by it. So it really 
is a question of families with autism, 
and we need as a Parliament to send 
a message to those people that we 
stand with them, that we support 
them and that we have their back. 
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not allowed to work. And, Premier, 
you are the one who is not allowing 
them to work, and that is just not 
good enough. It is quite ludicrous. 
The fact of the matter is that we have 
somewhere around a 98 per cent 
vaccination rate, as I understand 
it, and the vaccine anyway does 
not actually stop you from catching 
COVID and does not stop you from 
passing it on, so I am not even sure 
why we would be forced to have this 
vaccine apart from the fact that you, 
Premier, say that we have to. That 
seems to be the only reason. It seems 
to me that the continuation of these 
mandates is a form of punishment 
for those who will not do as they are 
told, those who will not bow down 
to the power of the Premier. And 
again that is something that I do 
not believe is acceptable in any free 
and democratic state, although it is 
probably debatable as to whether 
Victoria is still a free and democratic 
state at this time.

What I am asking the Premier to 
do is to remove all mandates—very 
simply, remove all mandates. It is 
just ridiculous that they continue. 
There is no sense in having the 
mandates continue, so why doesn’t 
the Premier just do the job that he 
is elected to do and give the people 
of Victoria a fair go, allow people 
to get on with their lives and give 
them back the freedoms that they 
have lost as a result of his actions. I 
ask the Premier to, tomorrow, if he 
is not too busy removing ministers, 
remove these mandates to ensure 
that people are allowed to get on 
with their lives, to work and to pay 
their bills, their mortgages, their rent, 
whatever it may be.

So I urge you to support this motion 
today, and I urge you, if you have not 
already, to wander through Queen’s 
Hall and have a look at some of the 
wonders that are on display today 
and, I think, tomorrow as well. They 
are well worth the trip out there. 
Before you do that, make sure you 
vote for this motion.

COUNCIL | Adjournment
23 June 2022

COVID-19 
vaccination

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— I wish to raise a matter for the 
attention of the Premier. I use this 
last sitting day before the winter 
recess to raise the issue of mandates 
and the continuation of mandates. I 
have been of the very strong view for 
quite some time that there is a gross 
breach of civil liberties occurring 
when a government forces people 
to have medical treatment against 
their will by coercion. It seems to 
me that that is the last thing that 
any government should be doing. 
It is bullying. It is wrong. And it is 
something that, as I say, I do not 
believe any government should be 
involved in, and I do not believe 
that, as Victorians, we should have 
to accept that sort of appalling 
behaviour.

Premier, the fact of the matter is 
that there are many people in this 
state who are still suffering because 
of these mandates, because they 
cannot work—they are not allowed 
to work. They can work, but they are 

COUNCIL | Constituency questions
23 June 2022

City of Melton 
GP shortage

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) 
— My constituency question is to the 
Minister for Health. Minister, Melton 
City Council is a particularly good 
council. Most of its councillors are 
very proactive and set a fine example 
to nearby councils—I wish they 
would pay attention. Cr Goran Kesic, 
the mayor of Melton, has written to 
me outlining problems concerning a 
lack of GPs serving locals.

Mr Ondarchie: A good man.
Mr FINN: He is a very good man. 

The shortage is bad enough now, 
but as Cr Kesic points out, it will 
become critical as Melton continues 
to grow at an astonishing pace. 
I should also point out that the 
shortage of doctors is widespread 
across much of Melbourne’s west 
and in particular new suburbs and 
subdivisions that are popping up 
almost on a daily basis. It is a serious 
issue for hundreds of thousands 
of my constituents. Minister, what 
incentives can the government offer 
to attract more general practitioners 
to not just the City of Melton but all 
of Melbourne’s west?
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